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CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor: Reverend Andy Tyrrell 

Secretary: Sue Fosdal 

Music Director: Danielle Cairoli 

Accompanist: Tara Singer  

Nursery Attendant: Carmen Hosken 

Custodian: Kristi Peterson 

COUNCIL   
Deborah Billig, Member at Large 2nd term ends June 2021 

Thorey Ellis, Vice President 2nd term ends June 2020 

Mike Jenkins; President 1st term ends June 2020 

Michelle Jones, Secretary 2nd term ends June 2020 

Mallory Jensen, Member at Large 1st term ends June 2021 

Kim Morris, Member at Large 2nd term ends June 2020 

Jon Petersen, Treasurer Council Appointment 

Shawn Tiani, Member at Large 2nd term ends June 2021 

Jen Yoder, Member at Large 1st term ends June 2021 

PAROCHIAL REPORT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Membership Trends 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Baptized Membership 690 578 553 537 583 604 

Confirmed Membership 428 400 382 368 397 422 

Average Worship Attendance 128 129 120 134 139 136 
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STATISTICAL REPORT - JANUARY 1, 2019 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2019 

FUNERALS AND MEMORIAL SERVICES 
01/05/19 Kenneth R. Runyard 

01/12/19 Donna Kay Dufur 

05/21/19 Corey R. Golz 

07/13/19 Ted R. Bokan 

07/28/19 Harry E. Krieger 

08/22/19 Andrew Donald Bays 

09/28/19 Irene Iacucci  

BAPTISMS 
03/31/19 Grace Bethany Wenzel 

05/19/19 Everly Ann Bachman 

10/20/19 Owen Douglas May 

WEDDINGS 
03/30/19 Craigan Dean Peterson and Rachel Elizabeth Torgersen 

05/05/19 Tyler Roman and Taylor Woods 

09/21/19 Nicholas Richard McElwain and Jaqueline Madison LeJeune 

11/06/19 Daniel Carl Hanley and Courtney Michelle Patrick 

CONFIRMATION 
Alison Beagle 

Katelyn Beagle 

Lillyanna Gabrielle Bolman 

Kevin Matthew Gronke 

Abigail Michelle Larson 

Owen Douglas May 

Jake Ryan Rzonca

NEW MEMBERS – ADULTS 
Kathie Behm 

Douglas Gartshore 

Jaclyn Janek 

Dana Mueller 

Judy Olson 

Ray Truelsen 

Ashley Bachman 

Elizabeth Johnson 

Kaitlin Rodriguez 

Terry Fulmer 

Lee Gartshore 

Candy Leonard 

Anne O’Donnell 

Nancy Porstner 

Kyle Truelsen 

Karen Brabec 

Francisco Rodriguez 

Keith Smith 

Amy Fulmer 

Jim Janek 

Brian Morris 

Scott Olson 

Steven Salemi 

David Bachman 

Kirk Johnson 

Lynette Rodriguez 

Debbie Smith 

NEW MEMBERS – CHILDREN 
James Janek  

Jocelyn Johnson 

Christian Bachman 

Makenzie Smith 

Jaxson Johnson 

Morgan Smith 

PASTOR’S REPORT 

“Every time I think of you, I give thanks to my God.”  -Philippians 1:3 

These are the words I use when I think of what it means to be your pastor.  As I write this, I have 

been the pastor of Grace for over 8 years.  I am grateful for the ways we have done God’s work 

together over this period of time.  Since the first time I walked into Grace, I have always felt this 

to be the most friendly and welcoming congregation I have ever been a part of.  This has been 

exhibited by the ways you have welcomed new members as well.  Grace is a congregation that is 

constantly growing and changing by listening to the will of God.  I would encourage us to 



Grace Lutheran Church 2019 Annual Report   Page 8 of 20 

continue to be a congregation that is open to what the Holy Spirit is calling us to do.  May we 

always remember that Grace belongs to God and we are servants of His will. 

Your generosity as enabled me to serve in a lot of ways as your pastor.  My primary role is to 

teach, preach and share the sacraments with you on a weekly basis.  Additionally, I am providing 

spiritual and emotional support to the membership of Grace on a regular basis.  Below you will 

find some highlights of the ways that I also serve this church and the community in 2019.  Please 

know that you can call on me anytime as I consider it a joy and a blessing to help in whatever 

way I can. 

Highlights of ministry: 

 Worked with high school parents and teens to restructure our youth group. 

 Serve on the Northern Illinois Synod’s council, ministry support committee and finance 

committee. 

 Chaplain of Richmond Fire Department 

 Helped encourage supporting Kenyan missionary. 

 Read Christian children’s books to Grace’s preschool children once a week. 

 Lead a monthly worship service at Burr Oak Manor (local nursing home). 

 Lead Confirmation, High School Youth Group and teach first communion classes. 

 Mentored a newly ordained pastor through our synod’s mentoring program. 

 Lead the opening and closing portion of Vacation Bible School. 

 Taught a weekly class at Grace during Lent. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Pastor Andy 

COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

Below are highlights of 2019: 

 New flooring was installed in the Sanctuary, Sanctuary alter, alter room, Narthex and 

corridor, and Fellowship Hall, along with some fresh new paint 

 The pictorial Church Directory was updated 

 Music and worship survey completed 

 New Sound system installed 

 The repair of several property Issues was approved 

The primary goal for 2020 is to continue growing our church and all its ministries and allow God 

to work through all our members in his Grace and Glory 

Respectfully submitted, 

Michael S. Jenkins, Church Council President 

MINISTRY REPORTS 

ADOPT A GARDEN 

The landscaped gardens around the church are beautifully maintained by many volunteers.  In 

2019 new plantings were done on the northern entrance thanks to several volunteers who donated 

of time and money as well as a grant from Thrivent.  Spring tulips bloomed in many of the beds 

from 2018 fall planting by volunteers and our Sunday school students.  In 2019 we had 16 

gardening areas with 23 volunteers keeping the gardens well maintained.   
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A garden area is adopted by an individual, family, or group who commit to care for the garden 

area for an annual cycle with the option to renew each year.  Volunteers are given the freedom to 

plant what they wish with the exception of any large shrubs or trees that require council review 

before changes are made.   

On the south entrance two trees were removed due to disease this past summer with plans to 

replace them in spring 2020.  This is a great ministry for anyone who has a love of gardening or 

who wants to learn.  It is also a volunteer opportunity to do with friends, family or alone and on 

your own schedule. 

Deborah Billig 

ALPHA 

The goal of confirmation is to help junior high kids transition from a childlike faith into a faith 

that will sustain them the rest of their lives.  Our confirmation program is open to members and 

non-members in 6th, 7th and 8th grade.  We gather Wednesday nights from 5:30 pm to 7:00 pm 

during the school year.  Each week we have dinner then Pastor Andy leads our teens in a topic 

about God.  We explore the big questions of faith like “How Do I know God is real?” and “What 

is my purpose?”  Once a month we have a game night where the kids have fun by playing things 

like dodgeball and hide and go seek.  The program is open enrollment so kids are welcome to 

begin anytime. 

Pastor Andy 

BIBLE STUDY 

Friendship and Faith Bible Study  

The Friendship and Faith Bible Study is for any woman who wants to explore the Bible, deepen 

her faith and spend time in fellowship with other women.  The group meets once a month, 

usually on the first Tuesday of each month at 7 pm in the church library. 

We began 2019 with Max Lucida’s Life Lessons Study of the Book of Romans.  During this 

study we looked at the early church and the decisions that were made out of pride or pleasure.  

We also discussed our choices and how Jesus’s grace is available to us when we make errors. 

In October we began a study of 1 Corinthians still using Max Lucida’s Life Lessons Series.  We 

continue to meet monthly, but changed the format of the study so that we complete two lessons 

each time we meet.  This study is a spiritual health checkup, we are looking at what happens 

when we go against our better judgement and fall short of God’s plan.  Paul’s letter to 

Corinthians confronts our short comings, and reminds us of God’s love and hope in all situations.  

In addition to the study, we take time each month to share prayer concerns and praises from our 

own lives.  Some women join us for one study of interest and some women have been part of the 

group for years.  New members are always welcome.  If you are interested in joining this journey 

or would like more information, please contact Thorey Ellis at (815) 276-2456.  

Thorey Ellis 

Making Sense of Christianity, The Bible and The Cross 

This small group study is held almost every Sunday after the second service and is open to all 

who want to learn more about our Christian faith in a comfortable small group setting.  The 

Making Sense Series gives people a framework to discuss questions such as: How is the Bible 

true?  How does Jesus’ birth, life, death and resurrection make a difference in our lives today?  

How do we understand the cross of Christ?  What is the Word of God?  

This discussion is appropriate for all people from the new members who are just starting their 

faith walk or are new to the Lutheran Church, to those that have been church members for a 
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while but would like to have a broader discussion on the topics.  Each session in the Making 

Sense series features a chapter to read and a video presentation by Lutheran author and 

theologian David Lose, and is facilitated as a casual discussion group. 

The series is broken into four main topics: 

 Making Sense of Christianity 

 Making Sense of Scripture 

 Making Sense of The Cross 

 Making Sense of Martin Luther 

Every week, we take time to discuss our questions, concerns and beliefs from our own lives.  

Alternative beliefs are always welcome and we hope to be able to clearly and accurately share the 

Lutheran doctrine in our discussions.  New group members are always welcome.    

If you are interested in joining this small group or would like more information, contact Jon 

Petersen at 815-790-5934 or jonpetersen1307@gmail.com. 

Jon Petersen 

DIVORCE CARE 

"Divorce Care is a network of thousands of divorce recovery support groups meeting 

worldwide.”  Steve Grissom founder of DivorceCare. 

The program's goal is to help people going through divorce or separation find help; discover hope 

for the future; and experience God's healing. 

Our group meets weekly for 14 weeks (February through May and August through November). 

There are three key parts to the program: 

 Video Seminar (Featuring top divorce recovery experts);  

 Group Discussion (Discussion about the video content and on the workbooks);  

 Personal Workbook (Journaling and personal study exercises on weekly topics). 

Grace Lutheran Church has offered this program since August 2014.  We have given many 

people experiencing separation or divorce Help, Hope and Healing. 

To Find Our Group go to: DivorceCare - Divorce Recovery Support Groups - DivorceCare Find 

a Group Zip 60071 or contact the Church Office: 815-678-3082; the office will contact the DC 

leadership team. 

The next session starts in February 2020. 

Linda Davis 

ENDOWMENT FUND 

The Grace Lutheran Church Council established the Endowment Fund in 2013.  The purpose of 

the fund is threefold: 

 To enhance the benevolent mission of the congregation 

 To provide a fund for bequests given to the church that would keep them in a segregated 

account from the day to day operation funds 

 To provide a structured distribution process of the income of the plan 

There are several ways to participate or contribute to the Endowment Fund. 

 Establish Grace Lutheran Church Endowment Fund as an additional beneficiary of your 

estate, retirement account or life insurance policy. 

 Designate Grace Lutheran Church Endowment Fund as the requested memorial recipient 
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 Transfer assets (stock, bonds, real estate) to the Grace Lutheran Church Endowment Fund 

 Make a direct cash contribution to the Grace Lutheran Church Endowment Fund 

There are several reasons to participate in the endowment fund. 

 Your gifts are put to work to become an ongoing blessing for others now and into the future 

 Your gifts will help build a fund that assists those in need year after year 

 You create a lasting impact that goes beyond the initial gift 

Our church by-laws provide guidance on how the income is invested and then distributed to the 

various missions of the church.  The goal of Grace’s Endowment Fund is to maintain the 

principal in the fund and distribute the income portion only which will provide financial support 

to the church’s various missions in perpetuity.   

Accordingly, the Grace Endowment Committee has abided by church by-laws in selecting 

moderate conservative investments through Thrivent and ELCA mutual funds.  The Endowment 

Committee is happy to answer any questions you may have or assist you with your donation to 

the fund.  Please contact Brian Radmer or Pastor Andy with questions.  

Brian Radmer 

FAMILIES WITH SMALL CHILDREN 

Family Fishing 

This past summer on June 23rd I reserved the pavilion at the Spring Grove Fish Hatchery for 

families to come and enjoy a day of fishing at the park.  It was a great way for families within 

Grace to get to know each other better and have an activity that many could participate in. 

Stacy Radmer 

GRACE LUTHERAN CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER  

It has been almost 31 years since our church had the vision to help meet the needs of the children 

and their families in the surrounding communities. 

Making connections with people is what Jesus modeled.  He met people and provided for their 

needs.  This is what Grace’s childcare centers do 52 weeks a year.  Both the center in Twin Lakes 

and here at the church serve over 200 families each year.  With our loving and devoted staff of 38 

professionals, the children are learning and growing both socially and physically.  We offer many 

programs for all children ages 6 weeks through 12 years of age, including infant/toddler care, 

preschool, before and after school care as well as part time and full time Prekindergarten 

program. 

Please feel free to visit our busy and noisy classrooms to see how this ministry enriches the lives 

of our children.  

Sue Kubic 

HAITI MINISTRY 

I am pleased to announce that the Haiti ministry of Grace Lutheran Church is doing well 

although this has been a challenging year.  

2019 has been a tough year for all missionaries and organizations in Haiti due to the civilian 

unrest and public demonstrations by the Haitian citizens.  Many of the streets have been closed 

for the manifestations: roadblocks made of burning tires and rocks.  Police will respond within a 

few hours, remove the roadblocks and restore order only to have a reoccurrence in the following 

days.  During the unrest, many of the stores and banks were closed which made our work in Haiti 

(as well as that of other organizations) very difficult.  However, we were still able to get to the 
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sponsored schools and rural communities to provide the food, clothing and school funds to the 

proper people.  

As you may know, Grace Lutheran Church is working with an organization called Haiti’s 

Children Inc. (HCI) which has a missionary, Gladys Mungo, stationed in Haiti throughout the 

year.  Gladys has been instrumental with our mission to help Haitians, especially children, to get 

proper food, clothing, education and spiritual guidance.  HCI is a recipient of the food program of 

Feed My Starving Children (FMSC) and as a result, will be distributing the food packages that 

you may have helped assemble at the FMSC facility in Libertyville.  Our youth groups have done 

this several times in the past years.  Through this FMSC program, we are feeding 1200 children 

each day through their schools and orphanages.  HCI is also providing cooks to prepare the meals 

so the children will have a decent meal while at school. 

Clothing, shoes, school supplies, eyeglasses, medical needs and books are also provided for the 

students as well as the cost of the school tuition.  There are many children who would not be able 

to attend school or eat well if not for these programs. 

Gladys recently has been in the United States to have a hip replacement and is recovering at this 

time.  She was able to get the children started in the current school year in September and will be 

back in Haiti in time for the start of the second semester in February.  During her absence, her 

on-site associate has been covering for her with the food distribution and overseeing of the 

ministry. 

Thanks to your generosity and faithful stewardship, Grace has been instrumental with the 

feeding, schooling, medical and spiritual development programs that are helping many children 

who might have no other opportunities to receive this blessing.  This is the body of Christ in 

action! 

Jon Petersen 

OUTREACH CAFÉ 

Our Outreach Café Team has had the joy and the privilege of supporting the outside missions of 

Grace Lutheran Church.  Each member pitches in what we can in the way of food and time, so 

that 100% of the money raised through the cafe can be sent directly to our missions.  We also 

received a total of $500.00 from Thrivent Financial for supplies throughout the year.  Although 

we were open 11 Sundays instead of 12, a total of $4,817.00 was raised, and Grace was able to 

send $1,204.25 to each of our missions:  Haiti, PADS, Habitat for Humanity of McHenry County 

and the food pantry.  While we are glad for the monetary support, please also remember our 

missions in your prayers and consider doing what you can to help them throughout the year. 

Missionary Gladys Mungo has had a really challenging year in Haiti.  There has been a great deal 

of unrest politically, which has made her journeys to pick up supplies for Haiti Children, Inc. 

difficult and at times, somewhat dangerous.  Nevertheless, Gladys persists in her walk with the 

children of Haiti, working together with them toward building a more promising future through 

education and nutritional assistance.  God continues to be faithful in providing for Haiti's 

Children.  You can see some of the progress being made at www.haitichildrens.org.  If you'd like 

the opportunity to be directly involved in supporting this mission, they need people to sew 

clothes and backpacks for the children, assemble hygiene kits, and sponsor children’s' education.  

Gladys is also looking for volunteers to come to Haiti to work on a nutrition center.  Jon Petersen 

is the go to guy at church for more information, jon.petersen1307@gmail.com. 

PADS has had a very difficult year.  Pioneer Center had folded PADS under their umbrella a 

couple of years back and then recently, The Chapel decided to partner with Pioneer Center to 

open a permanent shelter in a building the Chapel owns on Route 31 south of McHenry.  This 

would eliminate the need for rotating services between churches, as has been the practice for 

many years.  However, delays in permit approvals and other challenges set back the opening of 
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the permanent site and there has been a mad scramble to find shelter for our homeless folks.  

Some churches that had been in the original program re-opened and add some nights, but the 

situation is still somewhat unstable.  Please pray for our homeless neighbors during this time, and 

for the churches and organizations that are working so hard to sustain them until the permanent 

shelter opens.  Curt Bjorklund is the go to guy at church for more information, 

chbjorlkund@hotmail.com. 

Habitat for Humanity of McHenry County continues to partner with local families to move them 

into their own homes.  On January 18th, a new house in Wonder Lake was dedicated and the 

Zywiec's became the newest home owning family!  On February 1st at the Woodstock Public 

Library, Habitat will host a question and answer session for people who are interested in applying 

for a house.  Habitat for Humanity of McHenry County enjoys the support of local volunteers as 

well as local businesses in building or rehabilitating housing to make the dream of affordable 

home ownership a reality for area families.  Habitat is looking for adults who want to have fun 

and make a lasting difference in a neighbor's life.  Volunteer on a build or work at the McHenry 

or Woodstock Habitat Restore, or donate and/or buy things at those stores.  Rose McGuire is the 

go to person at our church for more information, springgrove.rose@gmail.com. 

The Richmond Food Pantry and the Loaves and Fishes Food Pantry in Genoa City receive funds 

from the cafe to help folks who have more month than money.  Donations of food or money are 

always appreciated, and if you have an interest in serving, please contact Tina Peterson at 

tinap59@hotmail.com and you will be put in touch with someone from the pantry. 

Since Grace has recently added a church in Kenya to our missions, we will be adding them as a 

beneficiary of our cafe in 2020.   

Tina Peterson 

PROPERTY 

This year included many projects, both big and small, that were done to improve the church 

grounds.  We completed our capital campaign projects by installing new flooring throughout the 

church.  Special thank you to Sandy Yoder, Ron Erdmann and Bob Ketelson for serving as 

members of the capital campaign committee.  Through the hard work of volunteers we updated 

the majority of the churches lighting to LED fixtures.  This has improved the quality of lighting 

in the church and helped us save energy.  Through your generosity we were able to install a new 

sound system in our sanctuary.  Parts of our sound system were over 40 years old.  This has 

greatly improved the quality of worship services.  The majority of our property needs are 

addressed by the volunteers of our church.  We have a large group of people who are willing to 

give their time and energy to make sure we have a safe and welcoming place for people to 

experience the Grace of God. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Pastor Andy 

SOFTBALL 

Grace Lutheran Softball was a hit again this season!  Thank you to all that came out and to cheer 

on the team. 

We had a winning record this past season, but most importantly, we had a lot of fun and great 

fellowship.  

Believe it or not the league winter meetings are coming up in the next few weeks to prepare for 

the 2020 season!  As Grace Lutheran Softball will begin its 3rd season, McHenry County 

Fellowship Softball League (MCFSL) will enter its 42nd season.  Field improvements have been 

made to Township Park and we will keep you posted on any new developments. 
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Come on out and have some fun with GLS!!  We are always looking for new players, helpers, 

scorekeepers, and fans.  Hope to see you out there!! 

Softball season runs from late April until around late July on Monday evenings.  All games are 

played in McHenry County. 

For more information please see Bryan Johnson or Michael Jensen at worship, or email at 

gracelutheransoftball@gmail.com. 

Bryan Johnson 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Our Sunday school meets during the 9:30 worship service.  Kids begin in the sanctuary where 

they listen to the children’s sermon.  Following the children’s sermon kids from 4 years old 

through 5th grade go to Sunday school.   

There are two classes.  One is for 4 year olds through 1st grade.  The other includes 3rd through 

5th graders.  Second graders choose which class they would like to attend.  They return to the 

service for communion with their family or a pastoral blessing.  

This year, the children collected about 300 pairs of socks for the PADS ministry and made 

Valentine’s Day cards which Pastor delivered to a nursing home. 

We are grateful for our many volunteers and parents who make Sunday School possible. 

Elaine Wagner 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

The theme of this year’s Vacation Bible School was Roar.  Over 80 kids from our church and the 

community participated in the program from July 29th to August 2nd.  Our daycare teachers and 

volunteers planned fun and creative ways to help kids grow in faith.  The program included 

children who are in preschool to those who are in 5th grade.  The program was led by the 

executive director of our daycare, Sue Kubic.  We are grateful for the hard work of our staff and 

volunteers. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Pastor Andy 

VETERANS SUPPORT 

Clothing Drive 

We had a very successful clothing drive for the veterans in the month of December.  We 

collected over 65 bags of clothing for our veterans.  The clothing Drive helped support the 

Veterans clothes closet and TLS. 

Scott Olson 

Golf Outing 

We had an excellent turn out for the 1st annual golf outing.  We had 47 golfers and gave $150 to 

Northern Illinois Veterans funds.  We received a lot of great feedback and look forward to 

growing leadership and participation around this event! 

Mike Jensen  

  

mailto:gracelutheransoftball@gmail.com
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WELCA (WOMEN OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH) 

Mission Statement: "Our primary mission is the support of Grace Lutheran Church through 

prayer and assistance with our time and financial support.  We will support each other with care 

and compassion and help support the Northeast Illinois Division of the Women of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of America." 

All women of Grace Lutheran Church are members of WELCA.  We encourage you to join our 

meetings, held the 2nd Monday of the month, 1 pm at church.  We meet September through May. 

We welcome you to these meetings and any comments and ideas you might bring.  If you are 

unable to attend these meetings, but would like to help in other ways, please let us know. 

Our activities include: 

 Hosting Funeral Luncheons or Coffee Hour; contact Rita Popenhagen: 815-678-4413 

 Bake Sales throughout the year 

 Knitting and Crocheting (donated lap blankets & baby items); contact Joan Rzonca:  

262-877-3429 

 Card Ministry (sending get well, sympathy cards, greeting cards etc.); Penny Dolan 

 Craft/Vendor Fair – Be a vendor, volunteer serve lunch, bake goods, help plan; Contact 

Lynn Jambor: 262-707-5966 

Our funds are used throughout the year to help support our community such as the Food 

Pantry, TLS Veterans, Senior Transportation and PADS. 

We also use our funds within our church to provide Bibles for children at their baptism, repairs 

and maintenance of our building and recently with our sound system and reupholstering chairs. 

For more information please contact President, Lynn Jambor (262-707-5966) or Vice President, 

Sue Bitler (815-678-4890) 

Lynn Jambor 

WORSHIP AND MUSIC MINISTRY/PEOPLE OF PRAISE CHOIR 

The Worship and Music Ministry/People of Praise Choir’s goal is to provide meaningful hymns 

and songs to supplement the Sunday, holiday and special services.  

The People of Praise worship year runs from September-May, with a summer break.  To this end, 

we have made some exciting new changes to our choral schedule that began in September.  I 

have broken down the report into four categories: January-May; Summer; September-December; 

and Going forward.  

January-May:  We continued the schedule I had set in September of 2018 when I joined the 

staff at Grace Lutheran.  The choir rehearsed weekly for one hour, and prepared an offertory 

and communion song to sing every first and third Sunday.  The second and fourth Sunday 

music was covered by our accompanist, Tara Singer. 

Over the summer:  We put together a survey to determine if the music ministry is providing a 

worship environment that is best for our congregation.  The survey results came back 

positive.  We also surveyed the choir in order to respond to their needs and suggestions for 

the upcoming worship year. 

Also, various choir members volunteered to sing offertories as solos over the summer, which was 

a wonderful addition to the services. 

September-December:  In response to the surveys, we increased our weekly rehearsals to 1.5 

hours and continue to prepare offertory and communion songs to sing about twice a month.  

We have also added our voices to the 8:00 am service for special services and holidays 
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(Thanksgiving, beginning of Advent, etc.).  We also began to add some new songs to our 

regular hymn rotation. 

Choir members have continued to volunteer to sing solos and duets for the offertory on the 

choir’s off weekends. 

After some trial and error, we also added an additional hymn for communion.  

We did have some new members join the choir, but due to health concerns and scheduling 

conflicts, they unfortunately had to step away for the time being.  

Going forward:  The Worship and Music Ministry will continue to respond to the worship needs 

of the congregation, and provide meaningful music to supplement the Sunday services.  We hope 

to recruit new members and musicians to add to our sound this coming year, which will allow us 

to continue to try new things!  

For further questions or comments, please contact Danielle Cairoli: Dani.Cairoli@gmail.com or 

815-342-1799.  

Danielle Cairoli 

2019 YEAR END FINANCIAL REPORT  

2019 was a good year for Grace Lutheran Church: Our average weekly attendance at both early 

and late services was good and we ended the year in a respectable financial position.  Due to the 

continued stewardship of our members, we ended the year with all bills paid in full and a small 

surplus to help carry us into the winter months which usually has smaller weekly attendance and 

increased snow-clearing and utility expenses.  I have included the year-end balances of our 

accounts below. 

In this report, we have included the year-end statements of our 2019 income and expenses as well 

as the year-end balances of our accounts.  Our church council has been very efficient at holding 

the down the costs of expenses while maintaining excellent ministry programs.  We had added or 

continued adult education classes and small groups as well as an exciting youth Sunday School 

program.  Recent building improvements such as flooring and a new sound system have added to 

the comfort and efficiency of our ministry.  Our mission to provide good Christian education 

along with energizing spiritual growth is a result of continued involvement by our members.  Our 

pastoral and music ministry staff have continued to provide solid a spiritual experience for our 

congregation and guests.  All this wouldn’t be possible without the overwhelming responsiveness 

of our members and volunteers who make this possible. 

With our continuing commitment to our church’s ministry, we can continue to spread the good 

news of the Gospel, to bring light into lives of those who are in need of spiritual guidance and 

facilitate the spiritual growth of the people who are passionate to be a member of the body of 

Christ and a member of the Grace Lutheran Church family.   

Thank you to the members of Grace who continue to be a blessing and support of the mission of 

Grace Lutheran Church with their time, energy, finances, and prayers.  

Jon Petersen, Treasurer 

2019 YEAR-END BALANCES: 

SEVEN-MONTH CD - $20,099.73 ENDOWMENT FUND - $58,951.14 

GENERAL FUND - $5,403.40 NOW ACCOUNT (designated funds) - $87,600.81 

MORTGAGE LOAN BALANCE - $382,620.97 
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