
Watergate Scandal



Jimmy Breslin “All political power 
is  primarily an 
illusion…mirrors 
and blue smoke, 
beautiful blue 
smoke rolling over 
the surface of highly 
polished mirrors.”



“Smoke & Mirrors”

1.   Artful Deception (Optical Illusion)

2.  Fraudulent Activity (Cover Up)

3.  Distortion (Detract Attention)

4.  Illusionary (Not Real)



Satan’s Smoke & Mirrors

1.  Legalism – Making Mandatory What Is Optional

2.  Mysticism – Seeking Unknown Over The Known

3.  Asceticism – Choosing Self-Denial Over 

Self-Discipline



“See to it that no one takes 
you captive” (2:8)

“Do not be kidnapped!” (JFT)

Satan uses smoke & mirrors to 
take POWs.



II Timothy 2:24-26
And the Lord’s servant must not be
quarrelsome but kind to everyone, able to
teach, patiently enduring evil, correcting
his opponents with gentleness. God may
perhaps grant them repentance leading to
a knowledge of the truth, and they may
come to their senses and escape from the
snare of the devil, after being captured by
him to do his will.



I.  Legalism
Therefore let no one pass
judgment on you in questions
of food and drink, or with
regard to a festival or a new
moon or a Sabbath.

Colossians 2:16



A.  Diet
1.  Eating

“Food will not commend us to God. 
We are no worse off if we do not eat, 

and no better off if we do.”                 
I Corinthians 8:8



1.  Drinking

For the kingdom of God is not a 
matter of eating and drinking but of 
righteousness and peace and joy in 

the Holy Spirit.

Romans 14:17



B.  Days
1.  Holy Days Or Festivals

The one who observes the day, observes 
it in honor of the Lord. The one who 
eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he 
gives thanks to God, while the one who 
abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord 
and gives thanks to God. (Romans 14:6)



2.  New Moon

You observe days and months and 
seasons and years! I am afraid I may 
have labored over you in vain.

Galatians 4:10-11

3.  Sabbath



Observe The Sabbath Texts In NT



Colossians 2:17

These are a shadow of the 
things to come, but the 

substance belongs to Christ.



Smoke & Mirrors
These are a shadow of the things that were to 
come; the reality, however, is found in 
Christ.

Colossians 2:17 – NIV

The law is only a shadow of the good things 
that are coming—not the realities

themselves.
Hebrews 10:1 - NIV



II.  Mysticism
A.  Inflated With Pride

Let no one disqualify you, insisting 
on asceticism and worship of angels, 

going on in detail about visions, 
puffed up without reason by his 
sensuous mind (Colossians 2:18)



B.  Infringed Upon Christ’s  Place

And not holding fast to the Head, 
from whom the whole body, 

nourished and knit together through 
its joints and ligaments, grows with 

a growth that is from God. 
(Colossians 2:19)



Ephesians 4:14-15
So that we may no longer be children,
tossed to and fro by the waves and
carried about by every wind of doctrine,
by human cunning, by craftiness in
deceitful schemes. Rather, speaking the
truth in love, we are to grow up in every
way into him who is the head, into
Christ.



III.  Asceticism

If with Christ you died to the elemental spirits
of the world, why, as if you were still alive in
the world, do you submit to regulations—“Do
not handle, Do not taste, Do not touch”
(referring to things that all perish as they are
used)—according to human precepts and
teachings? (Colossians 2:20-22)



These have indeed an appearance of
wisdom in promoting self-made religion
and asceticism and severity to the body,
but they are of no value in stopping the
indulgence of the flesh. (Colossians 2:23)



Self-Denial For Spirituality

Asceticism feeds the flesh by 
starving it!



Paul Is Dumbfounded!

But now that you have come to know
God, or rather to be known by God, how
can you turn back again to the weak and
worthless elementary principles of the
world, whose slaves you want to be once
more? (Galatians 4:9)



Elemental Spirits Of The World

“Scrounging Around In The 
Slop Trough” (JFT)



Asceticism
1.  It Binds

“Do not touch, taste or handle”

2.  It Blinds

“No Value”



I Timothy 4:3-5

Who forbid (binds)marriage and require 
abstinence from foods that God created to be 
received with thanksgiving by those who 
believe and know the truth. For everything 
created by God is good, and nothing is to be 
rejected (blinds) if it is received with 
thanksgiving, for it is made holy by the word 
of God and prayer.



Trumpeter Of Krakow, Poland



Paul Is  Blowing His Trumpet

“See To It That No One Takes You Captive”

“Let No One Pass Judgment On You”

“Let No One Disqualify You”

“They Are Of No Value”



Colossians 3:1-2
If then you have been raised with
Christ, seek the things that are
above, where Christ is, seated at
the right hand of God. Set your
minds on things that are above,
not on things that are on earth.



Get Your Eyes Off The 
Smoke & Mirrors 

Because…



Legalism!



Mysticism!



Asceticism!



And All Of God’s 
People Said…


