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Office Hours                            

The LCOS office is currently closed. 

Please email office2@oursaviourchurch.ca to arrange access to the building.          

      

 

We invite you to review our LCOS website for ongoing information and updates,  

as well as to view our online worship services.  

http://www.oursaviourchurch.ca/


Pastor’s Message from Pastor Greg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Just think—you don’t need a thing; you’ve got it all! All God’s gifts are right in front of you as you wait 

expectantly for our Master Jesus to arrive on the scene for the Finale. And not only that, but God himself is 

right alongside to keep you steady and on track until things are all wrapped up by Jesus. God, who got you 

started in this spiritual adventure, shares with you the life of his Son and our Master, Jesus. He will never give 

up on you. Never forget that. -1 Corinthians 1:7 (The Message) 

 

Do you feel like a missionary? As Baptized believers of Jesus you are! “But Pastor, I don’t have the gift of 

evangelism. I don’t have the funds to go overseas. I have a hard time sharing my faith with others, and I don’t 

have the right words.”  

 

The Holy Spirit, speaking through the Apostle Paul, tells us that we have everything we need to be a missionary 

for Jesus in our own backyard. All God’s gifts are right in front of us (see the above text from 1 Corinthians 1).  

 

What gifts?  

 

First, you have the gift of the Holy Spirit dwelling inside you. He is the one who is the power behind your work 

as a missionary. 

 

Second, you have gifts and talents. Maybe it’s baking and cooking; or speaking a word of comfort to those who 

are hurting. Perhaps you are gifted as a handy-person or sending cards or praying or hospitality. All of these 

and more can be missionary activities! I encourage you to take an inventory of your gifts and talents and ask, 

“How can I use this to do God’s work in the world?”  

 

Finally, you have passions. What excites you? What do you do that gives joy and fulfillment? God has placed 

that passion in your heart for a reason. Too often we think we must be someone different in order to do the 

work of God in the world. Or maybe we think, “I’m not a good speaker or teacher. I lack the gifts necessary to 

be a missionary.”  

 

God wants to use you, just as you are.  You have the Spirit. You have gifts and talents. You have passions. You 

have everything you need to be a missionary in the world where you live!  

 

Live Your Passion for Jesus, 

Pastor Greg 



Pastor’s Message (continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JUNE SERMON SERIES 
 

 

 

 

The Apostle Paul’s most joy-filled letter was written while he was imprisoned.  

So, if our circumstances are not the source of joy, what is?  This month we will  

discover how to Enjoy Life, no matter what. 

 

June 7 - Philippians 1: A Win-Win Situation  

June 14 - Philippians 2: Be Different  

June 21 - Philippians 3: Letting Go of the Past  

June 28 - Philippians 4: Don't Worry. Be Happy 



Board Report by Garry Mihaichuk 

 

 

 

 

 

I continue to pray that this note finds you all safe and healthy. 

 

It is hard to believe that we shut our church facility down on March 17th. The Coronavirus can take away the 

use of our Church facility but it can’t take away our community of believers and family of care. We have gone 

to personal distancing but have become more socially connected. This is when all families must stick together 

to support each other! 

 

During the month of May we continued our use of virtual worship services. These were completed by a 

dedicated group of people: 1) Pastor Greg completed wonderful services in the church sanctuary; 2) the praise 

singers which you all see and hear each week from our sanctuary included: Doug and Joan Drennan, Beth 

Eberhardt, Reiko Formella, Alex and Terrylee McKay, and Bob Montgomery.  We are so excited with the 

addition of Jocelyn’s voice to the worship services as well. 3) the slides preparation by Lauren Dzikowski and 

Dorothea Schaab and running of the worship computer by Dorothea Schaab; 4) the videoing and editing of the   

worship services by Mike Mihaichuk; and 5) and any altar decorations provided by Karen Smith. A large thanks 

to you all for providing us with essential spiritual food for our souls. 

 

LCOS was the first ELCIC congregation in Canada to complete a virtual pastor installation on May 10th. Bishop 

Larry was not able to attend and asked South West Area Dean Pastor Kevin Powell to officiate at the 

installation. The service was enjoyed by over 319 families which is the highest virtual service attendance that 

we have experienced. Congratulations and a sincere welcome to Pastor Greg, Jocelyn, Keltie and Seth on 

joining the LCOS family of believers.  

 

The staff and a team of LCOS with over 50 members have ensured that every member is called each week, 

including Flock Care which continues to provide support on a safe and healthy basis. Pastor Greg, Judy 

McDonald and Johanne Johanson have worked diligently to prepare the package contents and delivery and 

call systems. There are also volunteers which are delivering items to members when they are needed.  One of 

the best aspects of this Covid19 situation is that we are bringing people closer together even though we are 

required to stay physically apart. Thanks to all those that are volunteering as it is greatly appreciated. You are 

a blessing to the congregation. If you do require any assistance please contact Pastor Greg at 403-464-8254 

so he can co-ordinate. 

 

An important area of focus for the Board has been the congregation’s financial viability. It is made up of two 

very important parts: 1) donations and 2) expenses.  

 

Despite being physically shut down in May, the donations made by the congregation for May 2020 for general 

use is expected to reach over $16,837 which was 21% below April 2020. Thanks for your continued support of 

our ministry efforts. We have sent out some electronic methods for congregational members that are still 

financially able to continue making donations. This includes the PAR program or a new electronic connection 

on our LCOS website and using electronic banking at donate@oursaviourchurch.ca . Our financial secretary, 

Cliff Blumhagen, can be reached at blumhagencg@gmail.com or at 403-936-0419 if you have questions or 

need assistance for these transactions. 

 

 

 

mailto:donate@oursaviourchurch.ca
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Board Report (continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

The control of expenses has also been a focus of the Board and our treasurer, Doug Drennan. The expenses 

in May 2020 for general use was $24,905 which was 45% more than our April 2020 actual expenses. The 

reason for this rise was due to the doubling up of pastors salary and benefits as we transitioned out of Pastor 

Julianne (vacation and education time) until May 26th and started with Pastor Greg. The reduction in costs 

that were achieved by Doug in May was $3,447.44 (note that utility costs of $1,750 are deferred and will 

have to be paid at some point). Thanks to Doug for all his work on our behalf which lowered our expenses 

significantly. 

 

The total (general and designated) deficit in May 2020 is estimated to be $8,148. This monthly deficit is 

expected to be reduced to $785 in June if the current estimated level of giving and expenses continue. We 

have provided Doug’s analysis of the current level of expenditures and Cliff’s analysis of donations for your 

information. We need to address the growth in deficit as eventually we will need to pay the utility payment 

deferments. 

 

  

 

The Board and Pastor Greg have also been discussing our moving forward in worship services. We have 

discussed the opening of the church to services and have determined that September would be the healthiest 

for Pastor Greg and the staff and the congregation. We are examining other options to add to our worship 

experience including drive by communion, viewing virtual service recordings and outdoor activities. Pastor 

Greg and Jocelyn are looking at options to allow the VBS program to be completed virtually. Pastor Greg is 

also determining how and when he can visit individuals in the congregation, either physically or virtually. Stay 

tuned as we explore the new “normal”. 

 

The Board continues to be concerned about the health and welfare of all of you in the congregation, especially 

during these times. We are also dedicated to continuing the viability and spiritual strength of the LCOS family. 

Please keep up your contacts in a healthy and medically safe manner but please continue. If you have 

questions for the Board please send them to Garry Mihaichuk electronically at gmihaichuk@me.com or over 

the phone at 403-975-0081. 

 

Yours in Christ 

Garry Mihaichuk, Board Chair 

mailto:gmihaichuk@me.com


The Acadia Food Pantry  

 

 

 

 

 

The Acadia Food Pantry needs volunteers! 

 

The Acadia Food Pantry provides free food for anyone in need; it focuses in Acadia and surrounding 

communities but doesn’t turn anyone away. It operates the 1st & 3rd Tuesday of the month during Covid 

times; 12:00 noon  to 12:45 pm.   

 

No registration necessary;  just come & bring your own bag. 

Location: McDougall United Church, 8516 Athabasca Street SE 

Organized by a community group through the Acadia Networking & Action Group (ANAG) 

 

Volunteer Activities: 

 

• Picking up food from the SPINZ program on the day of 

the pantry.  Need a vehicle and ability to pick up boxes. 

• Sorting food the day before the pantry into hampers. 

This takes approximately 2 hours. 

• Sorting food and assisting with distribution of food on 

the day of the pantry, from 10:00 am to 1:30 pm. 

 

 

 

Hand sanitizer, gloves, and face masks are provided.  Social distancing is expected during all activities.  

 

For more information and to volunteer, please contact acadiapantry@gmail.com or The City of Calgary 

Community Social Worker, Viviana, at 403 651-1629, or Viviana.reinberg@calgary.ca.  

 

 

Thank you so much to all those who generously donated to our Easter Support Campaign! Donations of 

pillows, non-perishable food items, hygiene and cleaning products will continue to be accepted and delivered 

to the Brenda Strafford Centre throughout the summer months. 

 

Please email office2@oursaviourchurch.ca to make arrangements if you would like to donate to this 

worthwhile cause. 

 

Brenda Strafford Centre 

mailto:acadiapantry@gmail.com
mailto:viviana.reinberg@calgary,ca


Contemplation on the Word ‘Glory’ by Jens Kaack 

 

 

 

 

 

For the last two years I have contemplated, studied, and wondered about the word GLORY, and I can 

honestly say that I don’t fully understand the meaning of Glory. What we see is something Magnificent, 

Majestic and Glorious, that is difficult to explain and understand. So I will try to write about what I have found 

out. 

Here is what the secular dictionary says about the meaning of Glory: renown, fame, prestige, honour, 

distinction, eminence, magnificence, splendour, grandeur, majesty, greatness.  

 

The Old Testament meaning is “Praise for the Lord”, or “Give glory to the Lord”. “Glory is brilliant, radiant, 

beauty.” 

In the New Testament there are references to God’s Glory in the same sense as in the O.T., but a special 

emphasis in the N.T. is that, Jesus Christ shows fully the Glory of God, in this life, and especially in His death 

and resurrection. He himself possesses Glory and shows His Glory just as God does, read:  John 1:14 and 

Hebrews 1:3. 

The Hebrew word, ”Shekhinah” which is used for Glory means more of God’s presence, eg. God was present 

in the cloud during the day, and in the fire at night, leading the people in the desert for 40 years. When the 

children of Israel built the tabernacle and the Ark of the Covenant God’s presence was there. When Solomon 

built the temple, the Ark of the Covenant was moved into the temple. Read 1 Kings (chapters 6-8) and also, 

2 Chronicles (chapters 3-7).  

When the Ark of the Covenant was brought into the temple during the dedication it says in 1 Kings 5:13-14 

“The trumpeters and singers joined in unison, as with one voice, to give praise and thanks to the Lord. 

Accompanied by trumpets, cymbals and other instruments, they raised their voices in praise to the Lord and 

sang: “He is good; His love endures forever.” Then the temple of the Lord was filled with a cloud, and the 

priests could not perform their service because of the cloud, for the Glory of the Lord filled the Temple of 

God.“ So, God’s presence was in the temple in Jerusalem. 

At Mount Sinai the Lord made a covenant with the people. Exodus 19:3-6, Then Moses went up to God, and 

the Lord called to him from the mountain and said, “This is what you are to say to the house of Jacob, and 

what you are to tell the people of Israel: You yourselves have seen what I did in Egypt, and how I carried you 

on eagles wings and brought you to myself. Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all 

nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine you will be for me a kingdom 

of priests and a holy nation. These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites.“ 

Now the covenant at Sinai was a conditional covenant dependant of obedience. Read Deuteronomy chapter 

28, and Deuteronomy 4:5-8. Now God already knew the people could not live up to the covenant, and as we 

follow them through the books of Joshua, Judges, and 1st and 2nd Samuel, and 1st and 2nd Kings, it is like a 

broken record. They constantly did evil in the eyes of the Lord and went off and worshipped other gods, until 

finally in 722 B.C the Northern Kingdom was attacked by the Assyrians and taken into captivity and never 

coming back again. Then sometime in around 586 B.C., the priest Ezekiel saw the Glory of God’s presence 

leave the temple in Jerusalem. Read Ezekiel chapter 10. 

So for 586 years the Glory of God’s presence was not in Israel until Jesus was born. 

 

 

 



Contemplation on the Word ‘Glory’ (continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

There is a prophecy that God’s Glory would return to Jerusalem in Baruch 5:1-5. It says; “Jerusalem take off 

your robes of mourning and misery; put on the splendour of Glory from God forever. Wrapped in the cloak of 

justice from God wear on your head the mitre that displays the Glory of the eternal name. For God will show 

all the earth your splendour; you will be named by God forever the peace of justice, the Glory of God’s 

worship, Up, Jerusalem! Stand upon the heights, look to the east and see your children gathered from the 

east, and the west, at the word of the Holy One rejoicing that they are remembered by God.“ 

And so at the birth of Jesus the Glory of God came back. Listen to the story as it is told in Luke 2:8-14.“And 

there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the 

Lord shone around them, and they were terrified, but the angel said to them; Do not be afraid. I bring you 

good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today, in the town of David a Saviour has been born to 

you; He is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in clothes and lying in a 

manger.” 

Suddenly a great company of heavenly hosts appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, ”GLORY TO 

GOD IN THE HIGHEST, AND PEACE TO MEN ON WHOM HIS FAVOUR RESTS.” 

Notice the Good News was for ALL people, a Saviour has been born to you, to us. (Hark the Herald Angels 

Sing hymn “Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the new born king!”) 

Now a couple of questions ????? to ponder: 

Why did the angel come to the shepherds out there in a field with the announcement, and not to King Herod 

or to the government at the time, or to the priests??? 

Also, if the Good News was for ALL people, why was there so many Jews that rejected Jesus, and why are 

there so many people that rejects Jesus in today’s world, and some that are even hostile to the words of 

God’s Glory??? 

Paul says in 2 Corinthians 4:4 , ”The god of this age SATAN has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that 

they cannot see the light of the Gospel of the Glory of Christ, who is the Image of God.” 

Much more could be said about the Glory of God, and maybe I will write at another time, about the Glory in 

Eternity. 

Isaiah saw God’s Glory    Is 6:3  

Moses saw the Glory of the Lord    Ex 33: 12-23 

Stephen (first Christian martyr) saw the Glory of the Lord before they stoned him to death    Acts 7:55 

Asape writes, “to the Lord the Glory due His name; worship the Lord in the splendour of His holiness” Psalm 

29:2       

“The heavens declare the Glory of God, the skies proclaim the works of His hands.” Psalm 19:1    

“Praise be to you, O Lord God of Our Father Israel, from everlasting to everlasting. Yours, O Lord is greatness 

and the power and the Glory and the majesty, and the splendour, for everything in heaven and earth are 

Yours.  

Yours O Lord is the Kingdom; You are exalted as head over all. Wealth and honour comes from You. You are 

the ruler of all things. In Your hands are strength, and power to exalt and give strength to ALL.”     

1 Chronicles 29:10-12 

 

In His service 

Jens Kaack    403 909-9134 

 



Submitted by Cliff Blumhagen, Financial Secretary 

 

If you are able to contribute to the church during the church closure due to the Covid 19 pandemic, the 

following are options for giving:  

  

Interac e-transfer:  

Donations are made to email address: donate@oursaviourchurch.ca. 

 

PAR Program Giving:  

The Pre-Authorized Remittance program (PAR) gives the option to give monthly directly from a bank or 

credit union account. If you sign up by June 01, your monthly donation would begin June 20. Please 

contact the Financial Secretary Cliff Blumhagen (403-936-0419 or blumhagencg@gmail.com) to get a PAR 

sign up form and with any questions. 

 

Credit Card (NEW): 

Donations are made via the following secure link:                                                                                     

https://onrealm.org/LutheranChurchofOurSaviour/give/now 

 

The quarterly giving statements for quarter 1 were generated in early April and distributed via email to 

givers with an email address on file. For anyone without an email address, the statement can be printed. 

As the church is closed, they will not be printed at this time. Please contact Cliff with any questions. 

mailto:donate@oursaviourchurch.ca
mailto:blumhagencg@gmail.com
https://onrealm.org/LutheranChurchofOurSaviour/give/now


When I Say I Am a Christian 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When I say I am a Christian, I am not shouting, “I am saved,”  

I’m whispering, “I get lost” - that is why I choose this way. 

When I say I am a Christian, I don’t speak of this with pride, 

I’m confessing that I stumble and need someone to be my guide. 

When I say I am a Christian, I’m not trying to be strong. 

I’m professing that I’m weak and pray for strength to carry on. 

When I say I am a Christian, I’m not bragging of success. 

I’m admitting I have failed and cannot ever pay the debt. 

When I say I am a Christian, I still feel the sting of pain. 

I have my share of heartaches, which  is why I seek His name. 

When I say I am a Christian, I do not wish to judge. 

I have no authority. I only know I’m loved. 

 

Submitted by Pat Kaack 

 

I thought that the congregation would like to know a little about James Cook. He is my cousin’s son. He 

is in his 20’s and lives in Halliburton, Ontario.  

 

In February he was working in the construction of a new house. He was in the basement alone and had 

a tool that was run on propane. Somehow it burst into flames and burned James from the top of his 

head, his arms and chest very severely. He was able to get himself out of the building and called EMS. 

  

He was flown to Sunnybrook Hospital where the burn unit is. He was put into an induced coma for 3 

weeks and skin grafting started. They have to stretch his mouth with tongue depressors to open his 

mouth so he can eat. They did surgery around his eyelids so he can shut his eyes. His mom and dad 

were living in Chicago. They are now in a basement suite near the hospital but they still can’t go to the 

hospital to see their so badly burned son. They got an iPad for him, so they can Facetime. When James 

came out of the coma he had no idea that Covid-19 took over the world and that his parents and family 

are unable to sit at his bedside. 

 

There will be rehabilitation for months and years ahead for this young man. His life has changed forever 

as well as the Cook family. When you pray for the people on our prayer list, and when James’ name 

comes up you will be able to pray with some pain and sadness for this young man. God’s hand is hover-

ing over his bedside everyday. He won’t have a mask to take off. He will have a physical one all his life, 

but his spirit is strong.  

 

God be with him and his family and especially the burn specialists as they work at reconstructing his 

charred body to something he will be able to function with. May we all appreciate the bodies God has 

given to each of us, God’s prayer warriors.  

 

Submitted by Pat Kaack 

Prayer List 



COVID-19  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



      Bishop’s Message by Bishop Larry Kochendorfer  

 

  

  

 

 June 2020 Message for Congregations and Lay and Rostered Leaders  

  

Dear Beloved of God –   

  

I know I have said it before, but it bears repeating: I have experienced in these past weeks so many signs 

of hope, and of faithfulness, trust, courage, and encouragement:   

• congregational leaders, lay and rostered who, under extraordinary stress, pressure and 

restraints have poured themselves into the work of leadership;   

• congregational leaders, lay and rostered who, tired and weary and wondering, have reached 

out to one another, and to those in their midst, providing pastoral care, connection, 

compassion and care;  

• congregational leaders, lay and rostered who, in the midst of an unprecedented time, 

exercised great skill (and energy and time) in preparing and/or searching for worship 

resources;  

• rostered ministers who gather each Wednesday via ZOOM with Synod Staff for prayer, 

affirmation and encouragement, updates, and connecting;   

• Area Deans who gather with rostered ministers via ZOOM for check-in with each other, study 

and/or prayer;   

• and, creativity, ingenuity, openness, support, encouragement, trust, community.  

  

At this time, I am inviting you – encouraging you – to pray for rostered ministers in varied ministry 

contexts, because I am hearing, seeing and recognizing that many of our rostered ministers are tired, 

weary, exhausted from:   

• the emotional toll of being a leader in a time of uncertainty, crisis, liminality;   

• leading sudden adaptive changes with technical challenges;  

• disruption and change to regular patterns of spiritual and self-care practices;  

• constant remote availability;  

• worship preparation, pastoral care ministry, connecting with the congregation and community;  

• and all, without any specific training or experience. This means that the skills, experience, 

training, networking, resourcing, and best practices, for many, have all needed to be created 

and learned in real time.  

  

Pray for rostered ministers.  Encourage them.  Affirm their ministry.  Give thanks.  And know that God is 

with you and even now is planning and nourishing seeds of resurrection life.  

  

In Christ Jesus – Shalom, +Bishop Larry Kochendorfer  

  

“The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power 

of the Holy Spirit.” (Romans 15:13)  


