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Office Hours                            

The LCOS office is currently closed. 

Please email office2@oursaviourchurch.ca to arrange access to the building.          

      

 

We invite you to review our LCOS website for ongoing information and updates,  

as well as to view our online worship services.  

http://www.oursaviourchurch.ca/


Pastor’s Message from Pastor Greg 

 

 

 

 

 

Qué Sera, Sera 

"Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding" (Proverbs 3:5).  

 

Have you ever wanted to know the future? I certainly have. I believe there is a part of each of us that wishes to 

peel back the curtain and see what lies ahead. But, as Doris Day sang in the Hitchcock movie, The Man Who 

Knew Too Much,  

 

Qué sera, sera, Whatever will be, will be  

The future's not ours to see  

Qué sera, sera  

 

God tends to work on a different timetable than our minds comprehend. The Lord promised Abraham a son 

from his own body through his wife Sarah. It was at least 24 long years before this promise was fulfilled in the 

manner in which God had promised. In the meantime, Abraham and Sarah had difficulty trusting God and tried 

their own methods to fulfill His promise (read about this in Genesis 15-17).  

 

We mortals want what we want when we want it, and we want it now! It is difficult to trust in any plan that 

requires us to surrender the time for completion. I believe the reason we want to see the future is to have 

control of it. To release that control, we must trust in the goodness of the God who holds the future.  

 

In spite of what the future brings, we always have God's promise that what we go through is for our good 

(Romans 8:28, Hebrews 12:2, 2 Corinthians 4:17, James 1:2). We learn that letting go of the reins of life and 

trusting God for our future brings peace of mind, hope, and strength for today.  

 

God is always at work. We can trust that, no matter what the future holds for our life, God is already there. He 

is paving the way; preparing us for His future in this life and the life to come. He is doing the same for our 

churches as well during this period overshadowed by COVID-19. We don’t know the shape of what our lives will 

be. We simply are called to trust God with the future, knowing that “whatever will be, will be.”  

 

Perhaps words attributed to King David will instruct us: "Do not be afraid or discouraged, for the LORD God, 

my God, is with you. He will not fail you or forsake you. . ."  

(1 Chronicles 28:20a). 

 

Walking together into God’s future,  

Pastor Greg 



Summer Sermon Series 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Sermon Series 

There is no better book to explain the distinction between the Law and Gospel of God than Galatians. Paul will 

take us on a tour de force defining the importance of the Gospel and what it means for our life today and for 

eternity. Here are the themes for the next nine weeks. 

     July 5 - Revelation from God (Galatians 1) 

     July 12 - Living by Faith (Galatians 2) 

     July 19 - Righteousness of God (Galatians 3) 

     July 26 - The Promise (Galatians 3) 

     August 2 - Abba Father (Galatians 4) 

     August 9 - Freedom in Jesus (Galatians 5) 

     August 16 - Fruitful Living (Galatians 5) 

     August 23 - A New Creation (Galatians 6) 

     August 30 - What’s So Good about the Good News?            

                         (Overview of Galatians) 

United Nations World Interfaith Harmony Week  



Board Report by Garry Mihaichuk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear LCOS Member and Friend, 

 

Thank you all for your feedback on our approach to Covid-19 and our continued spiritual journey during this 

time. We had a number of varied responses on our questions: 1) all were in support of not starting in facility 

services until September; 2) all appreciated the online services and the great work being completed by 

Pastor Greg, praise singers and those who work on the slides, filming and editing of the services; 3)  there 

were 6 members that were interested in attending a service recording session which was offered and 

completed; 4) there were a number of people that liked the concept of a drive-by communion and a number 

that were concerned for Covid safety of the pastor and communion assistant. 

 

Alberta Health has provided a new update on the requirements for religious services. The Alberta ELCIC 

Bishop has also provided a list of items for congregations to consider when contemplating the initiation of 

services again. Pastor Greg and the Board Chair Garry Mihaichuk also attended a video conference with 

other clergy and Chairs led by Bishop Larry in discussing the criteria for opening the church facilities. These 

criteria seem to change on a two-week basis but the main item is the planning and facility preparation that 

will be required to keep the congregation, pastor and staff safe from Covid. 

 

The Board met on June 16th and discussed these various criteria and requested that the Risk Management 

Committee and some congregational health professionals put together a plan for the eventual opening of 

LCOS. Our main objective will be to have an over-abundance of care and caution for the well-being of the 

congregation and staff in coming up with our plan. Once the plan is developed it will be shared with the 

congregation so that you can gain confidence in our level of care so that the attendees will feel comfortable 

in attending services. 

 

Your feedback, specifically for the opening of the church, should be forward to Bob Montgomery Chair of the 

Risk Management Committee by email at mtnind@telusplanet.net or by phone at 403-660-8421 by June 

30th. 

 

Thanks for your continued prayers and community to all members and friends. We will continue to provide 

updates on the Alberta Health recommendations as they occur but will in any case provide updates on a 

biweekly basis. 

 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

 

LCOS Board 

 

  

mailto:mtnind@telusplanet.net


Virtual VBS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   



Virtual VBS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Congratulations to Stephanie Keddy on the birth of her daughter,  

 Lily Ann, a precious gift from God.  And there is no one more excited  

 about this new little pink bundle of joy than big sister, Mya.  

 

 

 

Congratulations !! 



Submitted by Cliff Blumhagen, Financial Secretary 

 

If you are able to contribute to the church during the church closure due to the Covid 19 pandemic, the 

following are options for giving:  

  

Interac e-transfer:  

Donations are made to email address: donate@oursaviourchurch.ca. 

 

PAR Program Giving:  

The Pre-Authorized Remittance program (PAR) gives the option to give monthly directly from a bank or credit 

union account. If you sign up by June 01, your monthly donation would begin June 20. Please contact the 

Financial Secretary Cliff Blumhagen (403-936-0419 or blumhagencg@gmail.com) to get a PAR sign up form 

and with any questions. 

 

Online Giving (via credit or debit card) (NEW):  

Donations are made via the following secure link:                                                                                        

https://onrealm.org/LutheranChurchofOurSaviour/give/now 

Text Giving (via credit or debit card) (NEW): 

Donations are made by texting LCOSGive to 73256 followed by the donation amount. 

NOTE: Standard text message and data rates may apply. 

 

The quarterly giving statements for quarter 1 were generated in early April and distributed via email to givers 

with an email address on file. For anyone without an email address, the statement can be printed. As the 

church is closed, they will not be printed at this time. Please contact Cliff with any questions. 

mailto:donate@oursaviourchurch.ca
mailto:blumhagencg@gmail.com
https://onrealm.org/LutheranChurchofOurSaviour/give/now


Unger Update 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Unger Update (continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Brenda Strafford Centre 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you so much to all those who have generously donated to the                                                                   

Brenda Strafford Centre over the past several months! Donations of                

pillows, non-perishable food items, hygiene and cleaning products will            

continue to be accepted and delivered to the Brenda Strafford Centre 

throughout the summer months. 

 

Please email office2@oursaviourchurch.ca to 

make arrangements if you would like to 

donate to this worthwhile cause. 

 

 

I thought that the congregation would like to know a little about James Cook. He is my cousin’s son. He 

is in his 20’s and lives in Halliburton, Ontario.  

 

In February he was working in the construction of a new house. He was in the basement alone and had 

a tool that was run on propane. Somehow it burst into flames and burned James from the top of his 

head, his arms and chest very severely. He was able to get himself out of the building and called EMS. 

  

He was flown to Sunnybrook Hospital where the burn unit is. He was put into an induced coma for 3 

weeks and skin grafting started. They have to stretch his mouth with tongue depressors to open his 

mouth so he can eat. They did surgery around his eyelids so he can shut his eyes. His mom and dad 

were living in Chicago. They are now in a basement suite near the hospital but they still can’t go to the 

hospital to see their so badly burned son. They got an iPad for him, so they can Facetime. When James 

came out of the coma he had no idea that Covid-19 took over the world and that his parents and family 

are unable to sit at his bedside. 

 

There will be rehabilitation for months and years ahead for this young man. His life has changed forever 

as well as the Cook family. When you pray for the people on our prayer list, and when James’ name 

comes up you will be able to pray with some pain and sadness for this young man. God’s hand is 

hovering over his bedside everyday. He won’t have a mask to take off. He will have a physical one all 

his life, but his spirit is strong.  

 

God be with him and his family and especially the burn specialists as they work at reconstructing his 

charred body to something he will be able to function with. May we all appreciate the bodies God has 

given to each of us, God’s prayer warriors.  

 

Submitted by Pat Kaack 

Prayer List 



Reflection on God’s Goodness 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“His arms are big enough to hold all things— 

His grace is sufficient enough to cover all things— 

His heart is caring enough to include all things— 

His power is mighty enough to keep all things— 

His love is deep enough to embrace all things.”  Roy Lessin 

 

This is the reflection for June 3rd that sits on my kitchen table in my “Reflections From the Heart of God” Roy Lessin.  

Roy Lessin has an amazing uplifting way of giving his readers reassurance and comfort in his expressions of God’s love 

for All. 

During these past 90 days (and weeks and months ahead) our world has changed all around us. Our freedom was 

taken from us; our independence was taken from us; our planning is put on hold; our relationships were stretched like 

a pulled elastic band far apart; our “take it for granted” became a question of, what is important in our lives? We have 

had more time to think, reflect and hopefully pray. We know not what our future will look like, that is a daily question, 

but then this covid 19 pronnounced to us,” take a deeper look at what your future holds for you!!. “ 

On Wednesday afternoon Janice Hawkings invited our Flock Care group to her beautiful garden for a face to face 

meeting. We arrived with our masks on and happy to greet each other in person since our last meeting in Feb. We had 

much catch up conversation, lots of laughing, and reported on our Flock Care phone calls, it has been since Feb that 

we were no longer able to visit our people in care centers, and home bound folks. I really miss bringing them 

communion.  I felt a very strong sense of caring from our group. Family we are, we care about those who can’t come 

outside, some have no internet connection so worship for them is sadly not there for them. We did take off our masks 

for tea, coffee, and homemade cookies. The joy of being in Janice’s garden brings you much comfort and peace.  And 

this meeting proceeded to Thursday night live Zoom for those who couldn’t come to open meeting. Amazing!! 

It has been so very good that volunteers in our congregation have monthly taken letters and “The Vine” to these 

people. In the past we did not do this, (although some of us did take Vine’s to some of our people unable to obtain it) 

so for this setback this has been a positive step forward for our congregation to stay connected. Walking up to a 

person’s front door, ringing their doorbell, and greeting them with a smile and news has been so welcoming both to 

receiver and giver. The Vine has kept us connected.  

The phone calls that some have made to their designated call group has been rewarding and most of all caring, that 

we are still all here going about our daily routines , and knowing that someone cares enough to call and say,” Hi, how 

are you doing ?”The outreach draws us together. One of the flock care persons made a comment, “Will people come 

back to church?” Good question?? 

Virtual worship unites us. I do dress for worship just as I would if going to our church on a Sunday morning. My cousin 

in Toronto said she also dresses for worship, but now holds a coffee in her hand. Good laugh.  As worship proceeds 

with the choir praising Our Lord, and thank you for coming each week to make singing praiseworthy to Our Blessed 

Lord, I open my Bible ready for Pastor Greg’s message. For some of our people in care centers they have internet so 

this virtual worship has been a blessing for them. As in past this did not happen, so again this set back has brought 

new light in our delivery of God’s Word.  

I have rambled on, but going back to my opening reflection from Roy Lessin, go back there now reread it. See how Our 

Loving God provides for each one of us and your loved ones. Keep it near to you these next summer months. If you are 

feeling down,  no energy to move forward, complacent , grieving your loses of freedom, independence, relationships 

take hold of these beautiful thoughts God is Love, God is Good, God is Joy and that is for ALL of us. Stay united in 

thoughts and pray for each other. The day we return to God’s sanctuary will be filled with very much emotion.  Go in 

peace and serve the Lord wherever you are.  

In Jesus Name      Patricia Kaack 



      Bishop’s Message by Bishop Larry Kochendorfer  

 

  

  

July-August 2020 Message for Congregations and Lay and Rostered Leaders  

 

 

Dear Beloved of God –   

  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

  

I am writing to a future that is uncertain and unknown, to a situation that is changing not by the month, 

week, day, or even by the hour, but literally minute by minute, with the certainty that nothing will be the 

same again. Our church and our world will be very different for all of us on the other side of this 

coronavirus wilderness.  

  

In many ways, this tragic time has accelerated the movement of the church into profoundly adaptive 

changes and challenges. And we need to address these challenges in order to be vital communities of 

witness to Jesus in the 21st century.    

  

There are new opportunities and possibilities before us, including recommitting to a missional model of 

listening, discerning, experimenting, reflecting, and learning.  And, all the while, to keep asking the 

questions: where is God in our neighborhood? Our community? Our world? And equally importantly: how 

might we join God in God’s mission?  

  

Dear Church, I continue to wonder, to reflect, to pray:  

  

 • What is God calling us to be and do in the time ahead?  What is God’s purpose for us –  

 what is God’s mission through us – moving forward?  

 • What have we learned during the last few months about what is most important in our life 

 together as the body of Christ? And how can we use that knowledge to shape how we will live, 

 work, and serve together? What might we bring into the future from this experience?  

 • What new skills have we picked up? What other skills and gifts will we need to embrace a  

 New future?  

 • How might our theological, denominational, and biblical perspectives and traditions inform  

 how we move forward?  

 • What were the things that seemed so important before the coronavirus crisis that we might  

 give less attention to, or let go of altogether?  

  

  



      Bishop’s Message by Bishop Larry Kochendorfer (continued) 

 

  

  

Dear Church, I wonder, reflect, pray:  

  

Our life together as the body of Christ, in service to our neighbours and all of creation, is going to be very 

different moving forward. Be humble and gentle with one another. Honor each other. Make space for 

lament. Welcome moments of joy. Help each other live into hope. Learn from this journey through the 

coronavirus wilderness and let the learning lead you forward.  Trust that God is at work in this time and 

look for the new things God is doing even now.  

 

Thank you for your witness to patient trust in God and to sacrificial, cruciform love for your neighbours. 

And know that God is with you and even now is planning and nourishing seeds of resurrection life.  

  

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power 

of the Holy Spirit.  Romans 15:13  

  

In Christ Jesus – Shalom, 

+Larry  

  

  

  


