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Sermon - Ascension Sunday (Unexpected Opportunities)        5-24-19 
 
Earlier this spring, those 30 and younger in Punjab India saw Himalayas for 
the first time due to “stay at home” order and no traffic. 

"Be still and know that he is God." - Psalm 46:10. 

What have been some of your unexpected blessings during this time?   
 

Jim Elliot -He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep, to gain 
what he cannot lose. 

 
What have you had to give up in order to experience something better? 
The disciples had expectations.  What were they?– Acts 1:6 
 
How did Jesus answer their question in an unexpected way? - Acts 1:7-8  

 
How did Jesus fulfill his intentions for them in an unexpected way?  Acts 
8:3-4,  1 Cor 3:16 –  
 

IE - You are now God’s true temple. 
 
What are your greatest aspirations and expectations in the midst of this 
crisis?  
 
How might God give us some unexpected opportunities through this crisis? 
 
********************************   
 
Acts 1:5-13 offers three opportunities to consider.  

 
1.  God’s Church Has Never Closed    
    
Just as the disiples discovered that they were the temple of the Holy Spirit, 
we must remember that we are the Church – 24/7.   Not the building   
 
How does the typical unbeliever view the Church and church folks?     
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IE - of Masonic Temple  
 
How might God be shaping us to better represent him in the world during 
this period – (Jerusalem, Judah, Samaria and to the ends of the earth)?   
 
2. Jesus is Sitting on the Thone 
 

Acts 1:9 - After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, 
and a cloud hid him from their sight. 
 

Why did Jesus leave his disciples and ascend to heaven?  John 16:7 
 
What is Jesus doing in heaven now?  Dan 2:20-21, Dan 4:35, Isaiah 
40:23-24 
 
What do you suppose the disciples were thinking when they were looking up 
in the sky after Jesus’ ascension?    Acts 1:10-11   
 
What was God’s intention for them? - Acts 1:5 
 
How did they experience the fulfillment of God’s plan form John 14:12 
throughout the Book of Acts? 
 
What difference has it made in your life during this pandemic that Jesus is 
sitting on the throne?      
  
3.  We are Called to Think Differently – with Hope 

 
How does the promise of Acts 1:11 shape the way with think? 

 
IE. of watching Miracle on the Ice movie again….It gives me hope 
that they will win….again and again – every time I re-watch it. 

 
How are we called to think according to the following verses? 
 

James 1:2 - Consider it all joy when you face trials of many kinds.    
Phil 4:4 - Rejoice in the Lord always. 
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Phil 4:11 - I’ve learned to be content 
Rom 8:28 - God works all things out for the good 
1 Peter 4:12 -Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal 
…. But rejoice. 

 
Why are we called to think this way?   
 

IE. Of Corrie and Betsy Ten Boom in the Ravens brook Barracks of 
Auschwitz.  
 

 


