
1Pentecost 3A June 21, 2020

St. Matthew Anglican Church
St. Thomas Anglican Church

Home Prayers
A Form of Prayer for Groups or Families

A candle or candles placed on the table or in the worship area may be lit. A cross and flowers by the
candle on the table is appropriate. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.

AND ALSO WITH YOU.

Opening: We, the Lord’s People CP 10

We, the Lord’s people, heart and voice uniting,
Praise him who called us out of sin and darkness into his own light,
That he might anoint us a royal priesthood.

This is the Lord’s house, home of all his people,
School for the faithful, refuge for the sinner, rest for the pilgrim,
Haven for the weary; all find a welcome.

This is the Lord’s day, day of God’s own making,
Day of creation, day of resurrection, day of the Spirit,
Sign of heaven’s banquet, day for rejoicing.
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In the Lord’s service bread and wine are offered,
That Christ may take them, bless them, break them, and give them to all his people,
His own life imparting, food everlasting.

The Collect

God of truth uncovered, YOU TRACE THE SPARROW’S FLIGHT AND PLUMB THE SECRETS OF THE HEART:
BRING OUR FEAR AND CONFLICT INTO THE LIGHT OF YOUR PRESENCE, SO THAT WE MAY LOSE OUR HOLLOW

LIFE AND FIND OUR WAY TO YOU; THROUGH JESUS CHRIST, THE MASTER AND THE SLAVE.  AMEN.

Song of Praise: Glory to God       CP 702

GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST, AND PEACE TO HIS PEOPLE ON EARTH. 
LORD GOD, HEAVENLY KING, ALMIGHTY GOD AND FATHER, WE WORSHIP YOU, 
WE GIVE YOU THANKS, WE PRAISE YOU FOR YOUR GLORY. 
GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST, AND PEACE TO HIS PEOPLE ON EARTH.

LORD JESUS CHRIST, ONLY SON OF THE FATHER, LORD GOD, LAMB OF GOD, 
YOU TAKE AWAY THE SIN OF THE WORLD: HAVE MERCY ON US; 
YOU ARE SEATED AT THE RIGHT HAND OF THE FATHER: RECEIVE OUR PRAYER.
GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST, AND PEACE TO HIS PEOPLE ON EARTH.

FOR YOU ALONE ARE THE HOLY ONE, YOU ALONE ARE THE LORD, 
YOU ALONE ARE THE MOST HIGH, JESUS CHRIST, WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT,
 IN THE GLORY OF GOD THE FATHER.  AMEN.
GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST, AND PEACE TO HIS PEOPLE ON EARTH. 

The Proclamation of the Word

First Reading:   Fran Bates Ecclesiastes 1:12-13a, 2:1-13, 24-26

A reading from the Book of Ecclesiastes, 

I, the Teacher, when king over Israel in Jerusalem, applied my mind to seek and to search out by
wisdom all that is done under heaven; it is an unhappy business that God has given to human beings
to be busy with.
I said to myself, ‘Come now, I will make a test of pleasure; enjoy yourself.’ But again, this also was
vanity. I said of laughter, ‘It is mad’, and of pleasure, ‘What use is it?’ I searched with my mind how to
cheer my body with wine—my mind still guiding me with wisdom—and how to lay hold on folly, until I
might see what was good for mortals to do under heaven during the few days of their life. 

I made great works; I built houses and planted vineyards for myself; I made myself gardens and
parks, and planted in them all kinds of fruit trees. I made myself pools from which to water the forest
of growing trees. I bought male and female slaves, and had slaves who were born in my house; I also
had great possessions of herds and flocks, more than any who had been before me in Jerusalem. I
also gathered for myself silver and gold and the treasure of kings and of the provinces; I got singers,
both men and women, and delights of the flesh, and many concubines.

So I became great and surpassed all who were before me in Jerusalem; also my wisdom remained
with me. Whatever my eyes desired I did not keep from them; I kept my heart from no pleasure, for
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my heart found pleasure in all my toil, and this was my reward for all my toil. Then I considered all
that my hands had done and the toil I had spent in doing it, and again, all was vanity and a chasing
after wind, and there was nothing to be gained under the sun.
So I turned to consider wisdom and madness and folly; for what can the one do who comes after the
king? Only what has already been done. Then I saw that wisdom excels folly as light excels darkness.

There is nothing better for mortals than to eat and drink, and find enjoyment in their toil. This also, I
saw, is from the hand of God; for apart from him who can eat or who can have enjoyment? For to the
one who pleases him God gives wisdom and knowledge and joy; but to the sinner he gives the work
of gathering and heaping, only to give to one who pleases God. This also is vanity and a chasing
after wind.

Hear what the Spirit of the Lord is saying to us today: THANKS BE TO GOD!

Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17       Fran Bates  

1  Bow down your ear, O Lord, and answer me, for I am poor and in misery.

2  KEEP WATCH OVER MY LIFE, FOR I AM FAITHFUL; SAVE YOUR SERVANT WHO TRUSTS IN YOU.

3  Be merciful to me, O Lord, for you are my God; I call upon you all the day long.

4  GLADDEN THE SOUL OF YOUR SERVANT, FOR TO YOU, O LORD, I LIFT UP MY SOUL.

5  For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving, and great is your love toward all who call upon you.

6  GIVE EAR, O LORD, TO MY PRAYER, AND ATTEND TO THE VOICE OF MY SUPPLICATIONS.

7  In the time of my trouble I will call upon you, for you will answer me.

8  AMONG THE GODS THERE IS NONE LIKE YOU, O LORD, NOR ANYTHING LIKE YOUR WORKS.

9  All nations you have made will come and worship you, O Lord, and glorify your name.

10  FOR YOU ARE GREAT; YOU DO WONDROUS THINGS; AND YOU ALONE ARE GOD.

16  Turn to me and have mercy upon me; give your strength to your servant and save the child of
your handmaid.

17  SHOW ME A SIGN OF YOUR FAVOUR, SO THAT THOSE WHO HATE ME MAY SEE IT AND BE ASHAMED;
BECAUSE YOU, O LORD, HAVE HELPED ME AND COMFORTED ME.

GLORY BE TO THE FATHER AND TO THE SON AND TO THE HOLY SPIRIT, AS IT WAS IN THE BEGINNING IS NOW

AND EVER SHALL BE, WORLD WITHOUT END.  AMEN.

Children’s Talk Fr. Allen Doerksen

Gradual: Alleluia        CP 712

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Speak, O Lord your servant is listening,
You have the words of everlasting life.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
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Gospel:     Rev. Jennifer Burgoyne Matthew  11:16-19, 28-30 

The Lord be with you: AND ALSO WITH YOU.
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew: GLORY TO YOU, LORD JESUS CHRIST.

‘But to what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the market-places and calling to
one another, “We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.”
For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, “He has a demon”; the Son of Man came
eating and drinking, and they say, “Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax-collectors and
sinners!” Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.’

‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my
yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your
souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.’

The Gospel of Christ.  PRAISE TO YOU, LORD JESUS CHRIST.

Gradual: Alleluia        CP 712

The Word of God came and lived here among us,
So all who believe might be the children of God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Devotional Fr. Allen Doerksen
(pause for reflections)

A New Creed

WE ARE NOT ALONE, WE LIVE IN GOD’S WORLD.

WE BELIEVE IN GOD:
WHO HAS CREATED AND IS CREATING, WHO HAS COME IN JESUS,
THE WORD MADE FLESH, TO RECONCILE AND MAKE NEW,
WHO WORKS IN US AND OTHERS BY THE SPIRIT.

WE TRUST IN GOD.

WE ARE CALLED TO BE THE CHURCH:
TO CELEBRATE GOD’S PRESENCE, TO LIVE WITH RESPECT IN CREATION,
TO LOVE AND SERVE OTHERS, TO SEEK JUSTICE AND RESIST EVIL,
TO PROCLAIM JESUS, CRUCIFIED AND RISEN, OUR JUDGE AND OUR HOPE.

IN LIFE, IN DEATH, IN LIFE BEYOND DEATH, GOD IS WITH US.
WE ARE NOT ALONE.  THANKS BE TO GOD.

Prayers of the People  Virginia Hooper 

We come together to bring thanks and praise to God, and lift prayers of concern into God's presence. 

GOD OF COMPASSION AND COURAGE,
In our weakness you are our strength. In our darkness you are light.
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In our sorrows you are comfort and peace.
Embrace each situation we remember in our prayers this day with your steadfast love.

We thank you for moments of joy in our lives, even in these strange times of pandemic and gradual
re-opening of our communities.

GOD OF HEALING, 
We pray for the many people who have contracted the coronavirus in our own community, in Canada,
and throughout the world.  Bring comfort to those grieving loved ones have died and peace to those
worried, fearful and uncertain as the virus spreads. We also pray for governments and authorities
who are developing strategies to contain and deal with this virus and those in the health services who
may be risking their own lives to care for sick patients. Guide and sustain those who make decisions
that especially impact public health at this time.

GOD OF LOVE, 
In this disrupted time in society, we recognize that your many gifts to us continue.  We thank you for
love given and received, for friends who furnish our lives with meaning and happiness, and for family
who embrace us with love and understanding.

GOD OF FAITHFUL CARE, 
We thank you for our fathers who are celebrated this day. We remember as well those of our fathers
have died and whose legacies continue in our lives. We pray for those who have embraced the role of
step-father or foster father or substitute father. Extend to all fathers your wisdom, compassion, grace,
and strength.

GOD OF THE NATIONS,
We pray for our country and countries around this world so deeply affected by the pandemic and the
economic fallout. Guide leaders to make wise decisions about reopening communities, about
providing resources, and give patience and courage to those whose lives have been disrupted,
especially those who fear what the future holds.  We ask for protection for the vulnerable and
despairing.  Lead us all along the path of renewed hope.

GOD OF MERCY,
We pray for peace to prevail in places torn by war, and ask that respect for human life will grow 
wherever people are abused or scorned. We pray for all those who are suffering and for all who
mourn significant loss. Surround them with your love; support them with the strength of your Spirit.
Open our eyes to see how we might bring comfort to those who are hurting.

GOD OF WISDOM, 
by the power of your Holy Spirit, open our minds to your truth, our hearts to your gospel, and our
hands so that we can do your will.  In the days ahead, May God the Father prepare our future,
May Jesus the Son guide our footsteps, May the Spirit of Life strengthen our faith, May the Three in
One watch over us on every road that we may follow. 

In the name of Jesus, the Living Word, we pray. AMEN.

Confession

Let us remember before God our selfish ways, the things we have done wrong, the sorrows we have
caused, the love we have not shown.   Silence for reflection is kept.
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MOST MERCIFUL FATHER, FORGIVE US OUR SINS AGAINST YOU AND AGAINST EACH OTHER.
STRENGTHEN US TO OVERCOME OUR WEAKNESSES, THAT WE MAY LIVE IN LOVE 

AS YOU WOULD HAVE US LIVE, FOR THE SAKE OF JESUS CHRIST OUR SAVIOUR.  AMEN.

Fill our hearts, O God, with your Holy Spirit that we may go forth this day in peace and joy, serving
you eagerly in all we do, for Jesus’ sake. AMEN.

Offering Our Gifts to God

GRANT US, GOD, THE GRACE OF GIVING WITH A SPIRIT LARGE AND FREE. THAT OUR SELVES AND ALL OUR

LIVING, WE MAY OFFER FAITHFULLY.

The Lord’s Prayer

As our Saviour taught us, let us pray,
OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN, HALLOWED BE YOUR NAME, YOUR KINGDOM COME,
YOUR WILL BE DONE, ON EARTH AS IN HEAVEN. GIVE US TODAY OUR DAILY BREAD. FORGIVE US OUR SINS AS

WE FORGIVE THOSE WHO SIN AGAINST US.
SAVE US FROM THE TIME OF TRIAL, AND DELIVER US FROM EVIL.
FOR THE KINGDOM, THE POWER, AND THE GLORY ARE YOURS, NOW AND FOREVER. AMEN.

The Blessing

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge
and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ : and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit be amongst you and remain with you always. AMEN.

Sending: Lord, the Light of Your Love Is Shining    CP 460

Lord, the light of your love is shining,
In the midst of the darkness shining,
Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us;
Set us free by the truth you now bring us,
Shine on me, shine on me.

Shine, Jesus, shine; Fill this land with the Father's glory;
Blaze, Spirit, blaze; Set our hearts on fire.
Flow, river, flow; Flood the nations with grace and mercy,
Send forth your word, Lord, and let there be light.

Lord, I come to your awesome presence,
From the shadows into your radiance,
By the blood I may enter your brightness;
Search me, try me, consume all my darkness,
Shine on me, shine on me.    Refrain

As we gaze on your kingly brightness
So our faces display your likeness;
Ever changing from glory to glory,
Mirrored here may our lives tell your story,
Shine on me, shine on me.    Refrain
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The Dismissal 
Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
THANKS BE TO GOD!  ALLELUIA!!

"Please don't forget to check your email and/or the website for the Midweek Update put out
by Fr. Allen and others on Wednesday of each week.  

Please feel free to connect with him at any time during the week."

Next Weeks Readings - June 28th:
Pentecost 4A (Proper 13): Eccl 3:1-22; Psalm 13; Matthew 13:24-30.


