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The reading from Genesis has to be one of the most beautiful passages from the Bible. Imagine a still universe 

- if you can - where there is nothing. And then, as if all of a sudden, there’s something. And the something that 

becomes, and all the somethings that become after that, are rooted in abundance, and balance, and is nothing 

short of the will of Love that spoke all the somethings into life. 

 

Love, also known as God, is characterized in the Genesis story by clear intention. Let there be light. Oh yes, 

light always to chase away the smothering shadows of darkness. There shall be two kinds of light, one for the 

day and one for the night, so that even in the dark times, we will not disappear into the shadows, and become 

lost. God knows bad things happen under the cover of night, when the identities and intentions of things can be 

easily hidden. In the Gospel of John, we read in chapter 8, “[Jesus said,] I am the light of the world. Whoever 

follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” Where there is a light to shine on the world 

and everything in it as God’s own beloved creations, there is hope that we can all become what God imagined 

us to be from the very beginning. God imagines us to be made in God’s own image. God’s image is light to lead 

the way forward, and Love to get us there. 

 

This is all very serious stuff. One can easily imagine God as a very serious old man creating the world with 

powerful sweeps of his hand. Honestly, there’s nothing inspiring to me about a stodgy old man telling me to get 

off his lawn. We all know what happens if Peter Rabbit gets into Mr. McGreggor’s garden. That’s not what Eden 

is all about. No. In the Genesis story, God is also characterized as playful. 

 

“God created the great sea monsters.” Have you ever seen a real sea monster? Neither have I. But I’ve seen 

pictures of what others think they look like. It’s pretty awesome. We read about them again in Psalm 104, “Here 

is the sea, vast and wide, teeming with creatures beyond number. And there is that great leviathan, which God 

made for the sport of it.” “God made for the sport of it.” What joy! What delight it must have been to create 

something for no other reason than to be playful! This shows us a God who created, not out of anxious 

desperation, but purely out of love, because that’s God’s nature. The great sea monsters are created in the 

middle of everything else. They aren’t an afterthought. They aren’t made with the scraps bits of what’s leftover 

from creating everything else. God exhibits joy in the making of all things. We too are created with such joy. 

 

And then there are the creepy crawly things. We read how God also made “swarms of living creatures,” and 

“everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind.” There are many such creatures. Wanna see some? Just 

spend a little time at the vicarage gardens, and you’ll see plenty. The vastness of creation, and the abundance 

of all these things that God made also includes some redundancy in the system. Earthworms are great for 

aerating soil. Everybody loves earthworms. There are so many other creatures that do the same thing. Why do 

we have to have centipedes? My biggest question is this… why do we have to have wasps?  

 

According to the website self sufficient living, these very painful flying, stinging insects, that have no respect for 

personal boundaries, “kill aphids and cutworms. They increase the soil aeration and filtration.” Yeah… Could it 

be that something that makes me so nervous and tense can play a very important role in the place that brings 

such joy to so many? How do they aerate and filter soil? I have no idea. But I guess that’s what they do. I don’t 

have to understand them, or try to know everything there is to know about them, to understand that God made 

them too, and they bring something very important to creation - to God’s beautiful garden, and to me. It’s enough 

to know that they too are the result of joyful creation, and they play an important role in the life of all things. 

 



And then there are the things that God has created that we cannot see, but are vitally important to the balance 

of life. In the soil, that blankets the dry land of earth, that “puts forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit 

trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it,” within this soil are countless microbes and bacteria. 

The first three inches of topsoil are the most biodiverse part of the whole dry land of this planet. What do these 

microbes and bacteria look like? I couldn’t tell you. What I can say is that any disruption of the balance of these 

invisible things God created will have a detrimental effect on what the soil can produce. I don’t know where these 

things come from, or exactly the processes they participate in that make for good growing conditions. All I know 

is that I need to encourage their presence and activity, and support the thriving of their lives, if I hope to steward 

the earth as God intended. 

 

All of this is true for people too. God created all human beings in God’s own image. There are a great many of 

us, and I don’t believe anyone can know everything about the diversity of human beings. There will always be 

those who make us nervous, and those we can’t understand. But in the same way we trust that the air we breathe 

to live will always be there every time we inhale, we need to learn to trust that all the people God created are 

there for an important reason. We don’t have to understand everything. We just have to trust, and acknowledge 

the vital importance of others, and not let our fear or anxiety get the better of us. 

 

True also is the understanding that surrounding us also are members of God’s creation that we might not notice 

or pay much attention to. It’s important to be aware of, support, and encourage these members of God’s creation. 

Who among us quietly goes about the daily activities that support our community? Who among us goes 

overlooked for the great benefits they have to offer? Who among us often gets thrown out of balance, trod upon, 

and abused? As stewards of God’s beautiful creation, ours is to encourage their presence and activity, and 

support the thriving of their lives. Doing so makes for good growing conditions for us all. 

 

The great theologian Gene Roddenberry once said, “The glory of creation is in its infinite diversity.” We are 

always, everyday surrounded by this infinite diversity. We have been created from the essence of divine joy and 

love. We are made to show forth the brightness of the divine joy and love with all the rest of creation. We are 

made to be those lights in the darkness whenever God’s creation is threatened by smothering shadows. In psalm 

139 we read  “If I say, ‘Surely the darkness shall cover me, and the light around me become night,’ even the 

darkness is not dark to you; the night is as bright as the day. I praise [God], for I am fearfully and wonderfully 

made.” If I may be so bold as to add, and so is everyone else. Let us glorify God. 

 

When God sat back to rest from the work of creation, “God saw everything [that was] made, and indeed, it was 

very good.” We are blessed to continue the work of God’s creation, to encourage that goodness, to support and 

defend one another, and to help restore the delicate balance of God’s beautiful garden. 

 

And that’s good news. 

 


