
March 1, 2015  
“Stories Of Grace: When Light Breaks In”  
Acts 13:42-52  
 
Why do some believe and others do not? 
  
A. Pisidian Antioch  

• Located in ancient “Asia Minor,” present day Turkey; 
population of about 100,000  

 
“We had to speak the word of God to you first. Since you reject it 
and do not consider yourselves worthy of eternal life, we now turn 
to the Gentiles” (verse 46).  
 
“For this is what the Lord has commanded us: “‘I have made you 
a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to the ends of 
the earth.’” (verse 47, quoting Isaiah 49:6)  
 
“When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and honored the 
word of the Lord; and all who were appointed for eternal life 
believed” (verse 48).  
 
 
B. Divine Choosing / Appointing  
 
“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual 
blessing in Christ. For he chose us in him before the creation of 
the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love he 
predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ…” 
(Ephesians 1:3-5).  
 



“You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so 
that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that 
whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you” (John 
15:16).  
 
“But you are a chosen people , a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation…” (1 Peter 2:9).  
 
“The Lord your God has chosen you out of all the peoples on 
the face of the earth to be his people, his treasured possession” 
(Deuteronomy 7:6).  
 
 
C. A Difficult Teaching? Why?  

• We want to be “free,” autonomous, “independent”  
 
D. God’s Surprising Work  

• We are called to seek God but we find that God is first 
seeking us…  

 
 
E. God’s [Planned] Grace  

• God’s election, choosing, appointing…“grace”  
 
“In other words it is not the belief of the people that determined 
whether God would ordain them to eternal life. Just the opposite: 
the prior ordination of God determined who would believe. Faith is 
a gift of God's grace and saving grace is given to whomever God 
wills—unconditionally.” (Pastor John Piper)  
 
F. Implications  
1.  
2.  
3.  
4. 


