
VOL. 5, NO. 3    MAY / JUNE 2017

Pr  ayer Bulletin
News and Prayer Requests from the Free Presbyterian Churches of North America

REV. STEPHEN HAMILTON
Lehigh Valley Free Presbyterian

Allentown, 
Pennsylvania

REV. ARMEN THOMASSIAN
Calgary Free Presbyterian

Calgary, 
Alberta

REV. PHIL OWEN
Berean Free Presbyterian

Boston, 
New York

Rev. Stephen Hamilton reports that  attendance at the morning services in the Lehigh Valley 
church continues to be encouraging. There were two first-time visitors to the church on Mother’s 
Day, both relatives of regular attendees. There is regular feedback from the Sermonaudio.com 
ministry. The listening audience has steadily increased in recent months, for which the church is 
thankful. They pray often for this vital ministry. 

Mr. Hamilton recently attended the farewell service in Orlando for the Erwins and also the Week 
of Prayer and presbytery meetings in Greenville, South Carolina. He will be visiting in Northern 
Ireland for nine days at the end of May where he is due to preach in several churches. 

Some in the congregation have major health needs and others have serious illnesses among their 
family members. This has impacted the attendance of some church folks. Pray for God’s grace to 
be given to those whose loved ones have terminal conditions. 

Five of the church’s young people hope to attend the FPC Youth Camp in July. This is the first 
time for many years that any campers have attended from the Lehigh Valley. Two of them were 
baptized last fall. Pray that God will bless and strengthen these young folk in their faith as they 
attend camp.

Mr. Hamilton is marking the 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation with a series of 
historical studies in the Bible class each Lord’s Day. People seem to have been enjoying the ac-
counts of God’s work in church history. A recent series of messages on the 23rd Psalm seemed to 
be beneficial to the congregation. Mr. Hamilton closes his report with this request: “Please pray that 
the folks in the church will continue to see the need to seek the Lord for His power and blessing 
to be upon the ministry here and on the denomination as a whole.”

The Boston, New York, church appreciated the recent supply of the pulpit by local free grace 
ministers Bob Bridge and Mike Hoppe. 

Please pray for unsaved family members and work mates of those attending the services. 
Rev. Phil Owen and his wife, Tonia, enjoyed the Ministers’ Week of Prayer in Greenville, South 

Carolina, especially messages brought by the selected brethren. While there, they were also able to 
celebrate their granddaughter Ashtyn’s first birthday. They were thankful for the hospitality of Jon 
and Debbie Peery of Travelers Rest while the Owens were in town. Jon was Mr. Owen’s roommate 
33 years ago at Bob Jones University. 

Rev. Armen Thomassian thanks the Lord for continued encouragement this year. In addition 
to an increase in Sunday morning attendance, there has been a change in the prayer meeting at-
tendance as well. In the last bulletin, Mr. Thomassian asked for prayer about the lethargy towards 
the midweek prayer meeting. He now wishes to thank those who have been praying. In the last 
two years there were twenty or more at the prayer meeting only once or twice, but as of the writ-
ing of this report, they have had that many for three weeks in a row. The spirit of prayer has been 
encouraging as well. 

Mr. Thomassian notes that there is a tremendous need for more men to become members of 
the church in order to strengthen the future of the work. Please pray for men to be committed to 
the witness in Calgary.



 The weekly ministry of the Cloverdale church continues with the Lord’s help. Pray that the 
Sunday morning series based on the book of Proverbs will be blessed by the Lord to build people 
up in practical godliness. Rev. Ian Goligher says these are times when God’s people need good 
discernment. 

Pray for the church’s outreach this summer. With a large supply of A New Beginning booklets 
now on hand, the burden is to reach the homes in the community with the message of the gospel. 
Only the Lord can awaken people to their need of Christ, so the church is praying for the Lord to 
use His Word in these booklets. Please pray for these efforts. 

Covenant FPC will be holding an election for elders on June 8. Please join them in prayer as 
they approach this important milestone for their church. Please pray also for Kim Wagner as she 
has another MRI in July.

Rev. John Wagner is grateful for everyone’s continued prayers for the healing of his knee. He 
has “finally graduated” from seeing the wound care doctor every week to every other week. The 
wound has made great progress in healing but it will still be about another six weeks before it is 
totally closed up. Mr. Wagner says most of the nerves in the knee have not regenerated yet from 
the surgery so it is still pretty numb, which is a good thing. Other than not being allowed to get 
down on that knee, there are no restrictions on his activities. 

Faith Free Presbyterian Church rejoices in the Lord’s help and presence throughout the Ministers’ 
Week of Prayer in May. The fellowship with ministers, elders, and their wives, was a rich blessing. 
The Wednesday evening meeting featuring testimonies from various ministers was encouraging 
and a reminder that God answers prayer. 

At present, the congregation is planning a series of 5-day clubs in the community June 19–23. 
These will replace the church’s annual vacation Bible school and are designed to reach unchurched 
children with the gospel. Rev. Colin Mercer says, “Our aim is to see boys and girls pointed to Christ. 
Please pray with us for this outreach that the Lord would prosper the sowing of the gospel seed.” 

Youth camp will begin July 15 in Scranton, Pennsylvania. Almost 70 campers are enrolled 
and they and the camp staff are looking forward to a time of spiritual blessing. Please pray for all 
aspects of the camp: the preaching of the Word, devotional times in the cabins with counselors and 
assistant counselors, health and safety for all, and for a spirit of unity among all the members of staff. 

Pastor Mercer and his wife, Heather, have scheduled a trip to Northern Ireland in June but will 
return for camp before relocating to Omagh in Northern Ireland towards the end of July. Pastor 
Mercer covets the prayers of God’s people for the office bearers and congregation at Faith FPC as 
they begin the process of seeking a new pastor and for himself, as he takes up the pastorate in the 
Omagh congregation. On a personal note, he expresses his sincere appreciation for all those who 
have faithfully prayed for him and his ministry in Greenville. 

The Indianapolis church is looking forward to an upcoming baptismal service. Caleb Worpell, 
Sam Miller, and Isaac Miller have all been interviewed and cleared for baptism. After Memorial 
Day the church will begin having its Friday night fellowships for the summer months. 

Rev. Geoff Banister asks for prayer for the church as it explores ways to improve its Internet 
signal. They would like to begin webcasting their services in the not-too-distant future. 

Rev. Stephen Pollock arrived in Pennsylvania at the end of March and was installed as the min-
ister of the Malvern congregation on April 7. The congregation was encouraged by the attendance 
at the service and by the sense of the Lord’s presence, particularly as the moderator of the Free 
Presbyterian Church of North America, Rev. Myron Mooney, preached the Word. 

The Pollocks are getting settled day by day. Dr. Pollock says church life has been very encour-
aging with a good spirit in the meetings marked by a desire to worship and come together around 
the Word. The prayer meetings have been especially encouraging with good numbers attending 
and a burden to pray for the unsaved and for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 
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The congregation requests prayer for the work as it enters this new chapter in its history. Please 
pray especially for wisdom as to how the unconverted in the area can be reached with the glorious 
gospel of Christ. 

A group of young people from the church is scheduled to attend the youth camp in July. Pray 
that they would meet with the Lord at that time and grow in grace and in the knowledge of the Lord.

The commemoration of the 500th anniversary of the beginning of the Protestant Reformation 
continued in the Phoenix church on March 19 with a message entitled “The Reformation: Who?” 
and on April 30 with “The Reformation: When?” On May 21, the series continued with “The 
Reformation: Where?” 

March 27–April 14, Rev. Dave Mook taught a course in Church History at Geneva Reformed 
Seminary. On April 24–25, he presided at the spring meetings of the American Council of Chris-
tian Churches, preaching at the Monday evening rally at Morrow Bible Church in Centerburg, 
Ohio, and the following morning conducting the semi-annual meeting of the council’s executive 
committee. The meetings began on the afternoon of April 24 with presentations by the council’s 
executive secretary, Rev. Dan Greenfield, in Ashbrook Hall at Peniel Bible Camp, site of the FPC 
Youth Camp in 1994–2004.

From Ohio, Mr. Mook traveled to Orlando, Florida, to participate in the farewell service for 
Rev. Derek Erwin on the evening of April 28. There was a very encouraging attendance, with 
Rev. Reggie Cranston of Port Hope, Ontario, delivering a powerful message from Luke 3 on the 
ministry of John the Baptist.

Both the Mooks and the Tschapplers traveled from Phoenix to Greenville to take part in 
the various activities of the Week of Prayer May 8–12. They rejoiced in the encouragements 
of renewed fellowship and in the spirit of prayer that marked the meetings of both the men and 
the ladies.

The congregation is prepared to congratulate Jane Tschappler on her graduation from high 
school on May 26, and the young people are making their plans to travel to the youth camp in July.

Mr. Aaron Fitzsimons, a third-year ministerial student in the Whitefield College of the Bible 
in Northern Ireland, is to minister in the Prince George church during July and August. He and his 
wife, Anna, and baby son are to travel there at the end of June. Aaron ministered in Prince George 
with good acceptance during the summer months of 2014. Pray for his travel with his family and 
for his ministry and outreach in the community. 

The Toronto church held a missionary weekend at the beginning of May. Guest speakers were 
Dr. Mark Allison, the Mission Board chairman, Rev. Jason Boyle and his wife, Danielle, from 
Mexico, and Mr. Richard Craig from Jamaica. The people were very blessed by the preaching of 
God’s Word, and the encouraging reports from Liberia, Mexico City, and Little London, Jamaica, 
gave everyone a greater understanding of the challenges of mission work. Pray that this will not 
be a transient feeling, but that it will result in more dedicated prayer support for God’s faithful 
servants. Danielle gave a challenging testimony that was a blessing to all.

June is always a busy time for the Whitefield Christian Schools with examinations, report 
cards, and the annual graduation to be held this year on Tuesday, June 27. Please pray for sustain-
ing grace for the teaching and administrative staff and that unsaved students will come to know 
the Lord. Pray also that those who do know the Lord will be well-grounded in the doctrines and 
duties of the Christian faith.

The church will be starting a major drive shortly to put 10,000 pieces of gospel literature, includ-
ing A New Beginning, into the houses adjacent to the church. There are many Muslims, Hindus, 
and Sikhs in the area. Pray that the Lord will break the resistance of false religion to the gospel.
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Rev. and Mrs. Myron Mooney were blessed to be at the recent Week of Prayer. They are thank-
ful for the kind hospitality of the Faith Free Presbyterian congregation, and they enjoyed the sweet 
times of preaching, prayer, and fellowship. They are looking forward to seeing answers to prayer 
in coming days.

Mr. Mooney asks for the ongoing prayers of God’s people as he fulfills his position as moderator 
of the denomination and interim moderator of the Orlando congregation in addition to ministering 
to his own congregation.

The Trinity congregation gratefully acknowledges the goodness of God in supplying their needs 
and blessing them. They are a very busy and mobile congregation, with many people traveling 
often and to faraway places. Please pray that each one will seize the gospel opportunities afforded 
to him or her. On the home front, please pray for the ministry to the children and for their coming 
to Christ, for strength for weary parents, for the young people and young couples seeking God’s 
will for their lives, and for the chronically ill.

The present arrangement for ministry in Victoria is meeting the needs of the people who con-
tinue to worship week by week. A local pastor, Rev. Fletcher Matandika, who is pioneering a new 
church in Surrey, British Columbia, and who at present holds his own services on Sunday evenings, 
travels over to Victoria by ferry to minister at the Sunday morning services. On Sunday evenings, 
the people view the Cloverdale services by live webcast.

Pray for the stability of the work and for helpers to come along to share the responsibilities of 
the ministry. One couple has indicated their intentions to move to Victoria and to enter into the life 
of the congregation. 

Rev. Reggie Kimbro requests prayer for the Lord to continue to use a ladies’ book study and 
a monthly Bible study they have begun with a video series Behold Your God. Both of these have 
been ongoing for a couple of months now and several visitors from outside the congregation as 
well as many of their own people have been greatly blessed by them. They have even been used to 
cause some of the visitors to come to the regular services more than once.
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