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We’ve been working our way 
 Through Jesus’ ‘Sermon on the Mount’ since January. 

That’s almost three months. 
Almost a quarter of this year. 

 
And so let me ask the big million-dollar question: 

Have you been listening? 
 Have you been listening? 

 
We don’t always ‘hear’ what is being said, do we? 
 We often make a quick judgement  
  About the words that are being spoken. 
 
If we think that these words are vital 
 We will perk up and pay attention. 
  But if we think that the words are dispensable 
   (or alternately if we think we won’t like them) 
 
We let them wash over us. 
 We let them flow past us. 
 
Most of us have flown on airplanes. 
 Because we are familiar with the drill 
  We don’t listen to flight announcements. 
 
We’ve already buckled our seatbelt 
 And have properly stowed our luggage. 
 
And we’re skeptical whether our seat 
 Can really be used as a flotation device. 
 
 

So when the pre-flight message is turned on, 
 We make a quick decision to turn off. 
  We don’t hear what is being said. 
   
But when the plane lands and there’s an announcement 
 About gate changes 
  Those of us who are continuing our journey 

 Will perk up and pay attention. 
 
Gate 20? 
 Those continuing to Vancouver 

Go to Gate 20? 
 
We will confirm the new directions 
 with a fellow passenger or one of the stewards. 
  Then we will put this knowledge into action. 
   We will race off to the new gate. 
 
Unlike that pre-flight announcement 

this information is deemed valuable. 
  Getting to the right gate 
   Is essential to making it home. 
 
So going back to Jesus’ sermon:  
 Have you decided that his words are important? 
  Have you been listening intently? 

 
Or have you been catching up on some daydreaming, 

And just letting all his words wash over you? 
 

“All this stuff about ethics and piety. 
 Nothing new there. 
  I think I’d like some waffles for lunch.” 

  
Last week I told you that we were nearing the end of Jesus’ sermon. 
 This week we have finally reached it. 
  Jesus’ teaching is finished, 
   But he provides us with one final illustration 
    To help us understand the importance 
     Of what he’s said. 
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It’s a rather jarring illustration. 
 For those who have been sleeping through this series, 
  It’s like hitting an air-pocket  

while travelling on the plane. 
 
All of a sudden everyone is awake, 
 Looking around, 
  paying good attention. 
 
So how does Jesus wrap up his sermon? 
 You’ve already heard the story. 
   
But let me retell it,  

This time using Peterson’s translation of the Bible, 
  The Message: 
 
 “These words I speak to you are not incidental additions to your life,  

homeowner improvements to your standard of living.  
 
They are foundational words,  

words to build a life on.  
 

If you work these words into your life,  
you are like a smart carpenter  

who built his house on solid rock.  
 
Rain poured down,  

the river flooded,  
a tornado hit—but nothing moved that house.  

It was fixed to the rock. 
 
“But if you just use my words in Bible studies  

and don’t work them into your life, 
you are like a stupid carpenter  

who built his house on the sandy beach.  
 
When a storm rolled in  

and the waves came up, 
it collapsed like a house of cards.”i 

      

Jesus tells us that the wise person, 
 Will pay attention to his words. 
 
The wise person won’t let 
 Those words wash over them 

They will hear them. 
And in Biblical language ‘to hear’ means ‘to obey’.ii 

 
Those who really hear Jesus 

will struggle with his teaching. 
 

They will unpack what it means to keep commitments 
 To our loved ones 

to be truthful in our conversations, 
   to love the unlovely, 
    to reconcile with those they’ve offended. 
 
Those who really hear Jesus 
 Won’t just debate his commands 
  but will also put them into practice. 
   They will be deliberate in avoiding showiness in worship, 

They will be intentional in keeping God their main  
Ambition and center of their trust. 

 
Listening to Jesus’ teaching 
 And putting it into practise 
  Doesn’t promise to be an easy venture. 
 
It’s like Jesus describes it: 

putting in a foundation on rock. 
 
A foundation set on rock is labor intensive and costly. 
 You need to blast stone, build forms,  

and then mix and pour concrete. 
All this work just to provide a stable base 
 For all the construction that follows. 
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You might question this cost  
 When you see what your neighbours are doing. 
  While you’re shoveling gravel 
   They are already wheeling in their new appliances 
      
You see they didn’t fret 
 About putting in a proper foundation. 
  They found land that was already flat, 
   In a place with a great view. 

They built their cottage right there on the beach. 
 
Now they are enjoying drinks  

While they are sitting on the patio. 
  You’ve got your floor down 

But you haven’t put up a single wall. 
    
So what is the advantage of following the difficult path of Jesus? 
 What is the value of following those blueprints 
  Jesus has rolled out for us 

On the table? 
 
Many people have asked themselves this question. 
 They’ve done their own math. 
 
Following Jesus  
 [and I’m not talking simply about sitting in church] 
  Follow Jesus to them 
   Is not worth the big investment. 
They don’t have the desire to love their enemies 
 They are not interested in settling problems with their adversaries. 
 
They won’t challenge themselves to live with integrity 

Or take the risk of getting involved in dangerous procedures 
  Like removing specks out of their neighbour’s eyes. 
 
Many people have done the math 
 And have determined that following Jesus 
  Isn’t worth it. 
   Something we also wonder if it’s worth it. 
 

Well if you are questioning the life of discipleship… 
 
What Jesus wants us to know  
 is that while our God is generous 
  showering blessings on the righteous and unrighteous, 
   the good life, the blessed life, the abundant life 

is the life of hearing Jesus’ words and obeying. 
 
When we really listen 
 And put his words into practise 
  we will develop character that is blessed 
   that is strong, that is persevering. 
 
We will become people who are capable 

of enduring life’s greatest storms. 
 
Those other homes may look good for awhile. 
 The fact is that every house looks pretty much the same 
  Until the time of testing. 
But when the rain pours, 
 The winds blow, 
  And the water rises… 
 
Not every house will stand. 
 
Methodist preacher, William Willimon, 

tells this story about friend: 
 

“He was part of our gang growing up.  
We were all buddies through the seventh or eighth grade.  

I lost touch with him after high school. 
I heard he made it big in business,  

made a bundle in real estate.  
 
Then I heard that he died,  

but not unexpectedly. 
"Drank himself to death," they said.  
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There was the real estate slump in the '80s,  

and when business got bad,  
he cut corners, deceived clients, 

eventually was charged, convicted,  
jailed for a time.  

 
A friend's verdict on him was this:  

"When it got tough,  
he showed what he was made of, down deep."iii  

 
Stories like this are sometimes what it takes 
 To rouse us from our slumber. 
  To help us stay alert and pay attention 
   Instead of letting Jesus’ words wash over us. 
 
 
 
 
 

i Matthew 7:24-27 MSG 
ii The word “hearing” often means “obeying”. Scot McKnight quoting Klyne 

Snodgrass in The Sermon on the Mount 275 

Even as we’ve wrapped up Jesus’ sermon 
 Maybe now’s the time to go back through it. 

 And this time really listen. 
 
Those who have ears to hear; let them hear.  

 
Let’s pray. 
 
Lord, as we live our lives,  

give us the wisdom to live our lives well.  
Give us the grace to build our lives  

upon the solid foundation of your truth.  
 
Give us the courage to walk your way,  

that narrow way that leads to life abundantly.  
Keep restoring your image in us.  

Keep guiding us in your way.  
 
Set us upon the rock. Amen.iv 

iii William Willimon “May 29, 2005 - A Tale of Two Houses” Pulpit Resource 
https://www.logosproductions.com/node/192733 

iv Ibid 

                                                           


