
Psalm 2 - The Lord’s Anointed

Opener: If you were king or queen what would be the first thing you’d do?

Psalm 2 is a royal Psalm. It’s the first Psalm of Book 1 (Psalm 1 introduces the whole Psalter). Book 1 
is about the Davidic King. God’s promise to David was that he would have a king on the throne 
forever.

Read 2 Samuel 7:1-17.

It is in light of this covenant to David that Psalm 2 (and Book 1) is written.

Read Psalm 2.

Q. The Psalm is split into 4 parts. Most Bibles have paragraph breaks between each part. Can 
you summarise each section with one word?
A. The words I chose were rebellion, response, judgement, and submission.

Q. Who is rebelling and who are they rebelling against?
A. The nations (specifically the kings of those nations) are rebelling against God / Yahweh / The LORD 
and his Anointed (v2). 

Q. Who is God’s Anointed to the original audience? 
A. Almost certainly, in light of the 2 Sam 7 passage and what we know of the Psalms, God’s Anointed 
is David.

Q. What is God’s response to this rebellion?
A. We’re told a couple of things - firstly that he laughs (out of frustration?) and then he speaks to them 
out of his wrath. Most importantly God’s reaction is to set a king in place who will bring judgment on 
the nations (v6b “Zion, my holy hill” = Jerusalem but is also specifically the mount where the temple 
was built).

Q. How did David bring God’s wrath on the nations?
A. David was the most powerful king ever to live in Israel. It was him and his “mighty men” who 
eventually fulfilled the command that God had given to Joshua - to rid the promised land of the 
nations. Because of David’s fierce army Solomon, his crowned son, never had to fight a war.

Q. How can the nations avoid the wrath of God? 
A. By serving the Lord in fear, and rejoicing with trembling (v11). By submitting to the king (v12).

Verse 7 is a very interesting verse. “The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have begotten 
you.” (Note any capitalisation is the choice of the translator and not in the original Hebrew.) “Today” 
here means this day of coronation. In Egypt and Mesopotamia (and later Rome) the King’s were 
thought to be “Sons of the gods.” That’s not what the Psalmist is getting at here! Back in 2 Sam 7:14, 
Yahweh says that David’s son will be like a son to him and he will be like a father. David was a man 
after God’s own heart (1 Sam 13:14) this Father / son relationship suggests extreme familial intimacy 
(David is ‘begotten’ of God!).

This verse is completely pivotal in the Psalm. As we read from this side of the New Testament we can 
also clearly see that this Psalm is Messianic. The word “anointed” in verse 2 is transliterated ‘Messiah’ 
from the Hebrew and translated as ‘Christ’ in Greek. “You are my Son, today I have begotten you” is a 
passage attributed to be about Jesus in Acts 13:33; Heb 1:5 and 5:5.



Q. Jesus is the fulfillment of the Davidic Covenant (“a king on the throne forever’). How does 
Jesus fulfill this Psalm? Take into account the four words you used to describe each section.
A. The nations (including Israel) were, and are, rebelling against God. God’s response was to put a 
King on the throne (David’s throne - Jesus was an ancestor of David). God would pour out his 
judgment on the rebellious through this king but instead of the nations receiving God’s wrath, the Son 
took the wrath on himself. Those who submit themselves to the Son (Jesus) will not face his wrath to 
come but, “Blessed are those who take refuge in him.”

Closing: What does it mean to submit ourselves to Jesus? How can we encourage and help 
one another to do this? Why do some people choose not to?


