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Prelude  

Welcome 

 

*Hymn:  “When We Are Living – Pues si vivimos”  Red Book # 639 

 

1  When we are living, it is in Christ Jesus, 

And when we are dying, it is in the Lord. 

Both in our living and in our dying, 

We belong to God, we belong to God. 

 

2  ‘Mid times of sorrow and in times of pain 

When sensing beauty or in love’s embrace, 

Whether we suffer, or sing rejoicing, 

We belong to God, we belong to God. 

 

3  Across this wide world, we shall always find 

Those who are crying with no peace of mind; 

And when we help them, or when we feed them, 

We belong to God, we belong to God. 

 
Text: st. 1, based on Romans 14:8; tr. Elise S. Eslinger, b. 1942 

st. 2-3 Roberto Escamilla, b. 1931; tr. George Lockwood, b. 1946 
Music: SOMOS DEL SENOR Spanish Traditional 

Spanish text, stanzas 2-3 © 1983 Abingdon Press, admin. Music Services, Brentwood, TN; tr. © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House, 

admin. Music Services. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-711151 
 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

 

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

 

You may dip your finger in water and make the sign of the cross on your forehead 

as a reminder of your baptism. 

 

P:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 

no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 



P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Please keep silence for reflection 

P:  Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

 

P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 

sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church 

of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of 

all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

 

 

Peace:   

P  As forgiven people, we have peace with God, and peace with one another. 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C  And also with you.   

P  Let us share that peace with one another. Please take a moment to share God’s 

peace with those near to you, and say a prayer of peace for those at a distance. 

 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hymn of Praise: “Praise My Soul the God of Heaven”      Red Book #864 

 
  Public Domain 

 

 

 



P The Lord be with you 

C And also with you 

 

Let us pray together the Prayer of the Day 

O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without 

your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and 

lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. Amen. 

 

Children’s Message 

First Reading: Ezekiel 33:7-11 

7So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear 

a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If I say to the 

wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the 

wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their 

blood I will require at your hand. 9But if you warn the wicked to turn from their 

ways, and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, 

but you will have saved your life. 

  10Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: “Our 

transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; 

how then can we live?” 11Say to them, As I live, says the Lord GOD, I have no 

pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from their ways and 

live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways; for why will you die, O house of 

Israel? 

 

R The Word of the Lord 

C Thanks be to God 

 

Psalm: Psalm 119:33-40    Sing in unison 

 33Teach me, O LORD, the way | of your statutes, 

  and I shall keep it | to the end. 

 34Give me understanding, and I shall | keep your teaching; 

  I shall keep it with | all my heart. 

 35Lead me in the path of | your commandments, 

  for that is | my desire. 

 36Incline my heart to | your decrees 

  and not to | unjust gain.  

 37Turn my eyes from be- | holding falsehood; 

  give me life | in your way. 



 38Fulfill your promise | to your servant, 

  which is for | those who fear you. 

 39Turn away the reproach | that I dread, 

  because your judg- | ments are good. 

 40Behold, I long for | your commandments; 

  by your righteousness en- | liven me.  

Second Reading: Romans 13:8-14 

8Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another 

has fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You 

shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet”; and any other 

commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 
10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. 

  11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to 

wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 
12the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness 

and put on the armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling 

and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and 

jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the 

flesh, to gratify its desires. 

 

R The Word of the Lord 

C Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Holy Gospel: Matthew 18:15-20 

C  Glory to you, O Lord 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If another member of the church sins against you, 

go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to 

you, you have regained that one. 16But if you are not listened to, take one or two 

others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of 

two or three witnesses. 17If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the 

church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to 

you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth 

will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 
19Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will 

be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20For where two or three are gathered in 

my name, I am there among them.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

C Praise to you, O Christ 

Sermon by Pastor John Rothfusz 

 

Hymn: “Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive”   Red Book # 605 

 

 
 All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-711151 
 

 

 

 



Apostles’ Creed 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Offering:   Jesus calls us into a community of love and service. We show our 

thanks as we lift up our tithes and offerings to the Lord. Please take a moment now 

to make an electronic offering to the church on the website, with the Tithe.ly app 

or write a check and send it in.  

 

Our Offering Music today is the Prelude #1 in C by J.S. Bach, played on harp by 

Catherine Clewett. Cathy is a friend of Pastor John, who worshipped with us for 

several months a few years ago. She recorded and shared this with us. 

 

 

 
 



Prayers: After each portion of the prayers finishes with “Lord in your mercy,” 

please respond, “Hear our prayer.” 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen 

Announcements 

Benediction: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face to shine 

upon you and be gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and give you 

peace. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

Hymn: “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”       Red Book # 836 

 
  Public Domain 

 

*Dismissal 

P Go in peace to serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God!  

Postlude  


