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We Gather Today as Instruments of God’s Holy Spirit
The Episcopal Election in the Diocese of New Westminster
Randy MuRRay
Diocesan Communications Officer and Topic Editor

History was made at Christ Church Cathedral, Vancouver 
when 300 delegates to a special Electoral Synod on Saturday, 
November 30th, 2013, elected the first woman and also 
the first US citizen to be Bishop of the Diocese of New 
Westminster and the first woman to be diocesan Bishop 
in the province. Following the third ballot, at 2:20 pm, 
Archbishop John Privett, Metropolitan of the Ecclesiastical 
Province of British Columbia and Yukon, announced that 
the Rev. Canon Melissa M. Skelton was elected the 9th 
Bishop of the Diocese of New Westminster, succeeding 
Bishop Michael Ingham who retired August 31st, 2013, 
after 20 years of servant leadership. Prior to the announce-
ment, and after determining that Canon Skelton had 
received the majority of votes from both clergy and lay, the 
Archbishop contacted the four members of the Provincial 
House of Bishops and received their concurrence. 

Preparations for the Electoral Synod began last June 
when, pursuant to Canon 217, Diocesan Council at its June 
meeting elected the Search and Nominations Committee, 
consisting of 5 clergy and 5 lay:

  Clergy   Lay
	 •	 The	Rev.	Marnie	Peterson	 •	 Helen	Brown
	 •	 The	Rev.	Fr.	Michael	Fuller	 •	 Reinhard	Rudersdorfer
	 •	 The	Rev.	David	Price	 •	 Charles	Nurse
	 •	 The	Rev.	Brian	Vickers	 •	 Starr	Allaby
	 •	 The	Ven.	John	Struthers	 •	 Leslie	Arnovick

The committee began its work in July, assembling a diocesan 
profile and sending out a call for nominations. The call for 
the first round of nominations closed October 18th at 4 
pm. On November 6th, the 8 nominees were announced 
and a website activated to share with Members of Synod 
the names, CVs, written statements and video responses 
of the nominees: 

  The Ven. Ellen Clark-King
	 •	 Vicar;	Christ	Church	Cathedral,	 
	 	 Diocese	of	New	Westminster	(PhD,	MA,	CT,	BA)

  The Rev. Canon Dawn L. Davis
	 •	 Incumbent	Priest;	Trinity	Church	Aurora,	 
	 	 Diocese	of	Toronto	(CHRP,	MDiv,	BA)

  The Rev. John Hebenton
	 •	 Vicar;	Anglican	Parish	of	Gate	Pa,	Tauranga,	 
	 	 Diocese	of	Waiapu,	Anglican	Church	in	Aotearoa,	 
	 	 New	Zealand	and	Polynesia	(MMin,	BSc,	LTh	w/honours,	BA)

  The Rev. Richard G. Leggett
	 •	 Incumbent	Priest;	St.	Faith’s	Anglican	Church,	 
	 	 Diocese	of	New	Westminster	(PhD,	MA,	MDiv,	BA)

  The Ven. Lynne E. McNaughton
	 •	 Incumbent	Priest;	St.	Clement	Anglican	Church,	 
	 	 Diocese	of	New	Westminster	(DMin,	MDiv,	BA)

  The Rev. John Oakes
	 •	 Honorary	Associate	Priest;	All	Saints	Episcopal	Church,	 
	 	 Belmont,	Diocese	of	Massachusetts,	TEC	and	on	leave	 
	 	 with	permission	to	officiate,	Diocese	of	New	Westminster	 
	 	 (PhD,	MDiv,	MA,	MCS,	Dipl.	CS,	BA)

  The Rev. Canon Melissa M. Skelton
	 •	 Canon	for	Congregational	Development	and	Leadership 
	 	 and	Rector;	St.	Paul’s	Episcopal	Church,	Diocese	of	Olympia,	 
	 	 The	Episcopal	Church	(MDiv,	MBA,	MA,	BA) Three women priests all dressed in red and absolutely delighted at the Electoral Synod outcome: the Rev. Georgina Harris, Rector of St. Mary, Sapperton; the Rev. Janice 

Lowell, Assistant Priest at St. Francis-in-the-Wood, Caulfeild; and the Rev. Faun Harriman, Rector of St. Alban, Burnaby. PHOTO Randy Murray

 Bishop-elect, the Rev. Canon Melissa Skelton and Archbishop John Privett lead the singing of the Doxology prior to adjournment. PHOTO Randy Murray

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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ELECTORAL SYNOD

  The Ven. John R. Stephens
	 •	 Incumbent	Priest;	St.	Philip’s	Anglican	Church,	 
	 	 Diocese	of	New	Westminster	(MDiv,	BSc)

Over the following three weeks, the nominees received 
many questions via email (which they answered) from 
individual Members of Synod, parishes, and parish minis-
try groups to help prayerfully discern and prepare for the 
choice they would be asked to make at the Electoral Synod. 
The Electoral Synod was composed of elected representa-
tives from the 68 parishes of the diocese, eligible clergy, and 
members of the Diocesan Council.

There were no further nominations received by the 
Chancellor during the second call for nominations which 
closed November 19th, nor were there any nominations 
from the floor following the first ballot on November 30th, 
the third opportunity for nominations outlined in the 
Canons of the diocese. 

This was also the first Synod of the Diocese of New 
Westminster to use electronic voting. Rob Dickson, busi-
ness administrator for the diocese looked at many different 
kinds of electronic voting systems before deciding on a 
system available in Vancouver from the audio-visual/con-
vention and production supply company, AVW-Telav. The 
system consists of a PC laptop, a processing/receiving unit, 
individual handheld remote voting devices and a smartcard 
(the same kind of card as is used to contain information 
like a debit card) with the Member of Synod’s name pro-
grammed in but also connected to notes in a digital file 
listing whether they were clergy or lay and their parish or 
diocesan affiliation. 

In order to provide the best possible service, AVW-Telav 
digital voting specialist, Scott Richards was flown in from 

Calgary to work with: diocesan legal assessor/returning 
officer, Don Paul; assistant returning officer, Laurie Dye; 
computer tech, Martin Knowles; and producer, Randy 
Murray, all under the direction of Chancellor George 
Cadman, QC and the Chair, Archbishop John Privett. 
The Synod Staff, under the direction of the Ven. Douglas 
Fenton, Rob Dickson and the Rev. Eileen Nurse, with 
Synod Planning Committee Chair, Susan Magee and a 
team of volunteers, registered and de-registered the nearly 
300 Members of Synod. For a first time, the new process 
worked well and the feedback for electronic voting has 
been positive. 

After registration, which officially opened downstairs in 
the Cathedral at 8 am, the Electoral Synod got underway 
on schedule with the Very Rev. Peter Elliott welcoming 
Members of Synod and visitors to Christ Church Cathedral 
and passing on a few housekeeping instructions. The 9 am 
Eucharist began right on time with the procession of the 
worship team to the hymn, Jesus Calls us O’er the Tumult.

The preacher and presider for the Eucharist was the 
Chair of the Electoral Synod, Archbishop John Privett. 
He made a number of references in his homily to the two 
readings: Romans 10: 8B – 18 and Matthew 4: 18 – 22 and 
to the life and sacrifice of St. Andrew the Patron Saint of 
Scotland, represented by the cross shaped like an X and 
whose feast day we celebrate in the church calendar on 
November 30th. 

The core of the Archbishop’s message was to consider the 
task of the Electoral Synod as “an exercise in community 
discernment.” He said, “We gather today as instruments 
of God’s Holy Spirit… an important part of faith is trust.” 
The Archbishop asked that Members of Synod “suspend” 
their initial conclusions about choices for Bishop and 

“listen with expectation for the movement of the Spirit,” 

We Gather Today as Instruments of God’s Holy Spirit
The Episcopal Election in the Diocese of New Westminster

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE particularly at this point in the day, during worship, while 
experiencing the words of Christ and his sacraments. He 
asked that each person pray for the nominees as “each one 
of them has offered themselves in good faith to this process.” 
An Episcopal Election is an extremely public event and the 
nominees have done a great deal for us by agreeing to come 
forward and offer themselves to this ministry. They have 
responded to the call of Apostolic ministry, “to be one with 
the Apostles,” witnessing to Christ’s resurrection, to strive 
in all things and in all ways “to be faithful pastors to all.” 
Prior to re-reading the Collect for that morning, he said 

“the time has come, so in this day, let God open our hearts.”
The intercession was offered by four youth Members 

of Synod: Emily Galvani, Sarah Stephens and Amanda 
Bowie under the direction of Cameron Gutjhar, Chair of 
the British Columbia Yukon Anglican Youth Association 
(BCYAYM). Their prayers were gentle and hopeful and 
provided another level of context to the spiritual prepara-
tion for the election. 

After worship, it was time to convene Synod. The Chan-
cellor reported that a quorum had been achieved, consisting 
of 118 clergy and 170 lay. There was about a half hour of 
formalities, including instructions from Synod Planning 
Chair, Susan Magee, on the care of the voting devices. 
Thanks were extended to the committees and volunteers 
from the chancellor, George Cadman. He mentioned 
that the long line forming outside the Cathedral’s lower 
level entrance before 8 am for registration might’ve led 
the people of downtown Vancouver to think that there 
was a Black Friday Sale going on at the Cathedral. Upon 
the completion of the convening agenda it was time for 
Scott Richards of AVW-Telav to present the orientation 
information concerning use of the electronic voting devices.

LEFT Clergy and Diocesan Council members register in the Parish Hall at Christ Church Cathedral. RIGHT Lay Secretary and Anglican Archivist Melanie Delva models some voting devices. PHOTOS Martin Knowles

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3



JANUARY 20143

THIS MONTH IN HISTORY
compiled by Anglican Archivist Melanie Delva

pONTIuS’ pILGRIMAGE by Joel Kauffmann

35 years • 1979 A Search and Nominations Committee is struck to elect Archbishop David  
 Somerville’s successor.

30 years • 1984 Funeral is held for Hilda Hellaby — a great social activist and deaconess.

25 years • 1989 Diocese sends $25,000 to Armenia after devastating earthquake.

PWRDF direct aid to the victims of 
Typhoon Haiyan in the Philippines  
were the recipients of the offering 

received at the Eucharist  
prior to the Episcopal Election  

on November 30th, 2013.  
The total collected from that offering was 

$6,035.60.

ELECTORAL SYNOD

He proceeded with a demonstration of how to insert the 
smartcards, and then how to select the button that you wish 
to press. When the Members of Synod were instructed to 
insert the smartcards there was a chorus of oohs and aaahs 
sounding from the nave of the Cathedral as 300 people 
saw their own names appear electronically in the window 
of their voting device with the word, “WELCOME.”

After a few practice polls and some questions for clarifi-
cation from a number of Members of Synod, Don Paul and 
Scott stressed to Synod that each ballot would be preceded 
by the poll question, “Are you clergy or lay?” (press button 
number 1 or 2) in order to set the filters to process the vote 
in the two houses. 

Prior to calling the first, second and third ballots, 
Archbishop John Privett led Synod in the singing of John 
Bell’s, Come Holy Spirit. After the hymn, Synod moved into 
silence and the Archbishop offered a prayer for guidance. 
Five minutes were allotted for each ballot and the first ballot 
took place at 11 am. 

The result of the first ballot was:

 Clark-King	 •	Clergy	17		 •	Lay	25
 Davis	 •	Clergy	8		 •	Lay	20
 Hebenton		 •	Clergy	4		 •	Lay	6
 Leggett	 •	Clergy	12		 •	Lay	11
 McNaughton	 •	Clergy	16		 •	Lay	20
 Oakes		 •	Clergy	12		 •	Lay	24
 Skelton 	 •	Clergy	38		 •	Lay	56
 Stephens		 •	Clergy	11		 •	Lay	13

The second ballot took place at 11:30 am and the results 
were announced at 12 noon:

 Clark-King		 •	Clergy	16		 •	Lay	24
 Davis 	 •	Clergy	3		 •	Lay	11
 Hebenton		 •	Clergy	2		 •	Lay	1
 Leggett		 •	Clergy	10		 •	Lay	6
 McNaughton		 •	Clergy	17		 •	Lay	16	
 Oakes		 •	Clergy	12		 •	Lay	23
 Skelton		 •	Clergy	54			 •	Lay	86	
 Stephens		 •	Clergy	5		 •	Lay	6

After the second ballot, the Rev. Canon Dawn Davis and 
the Rev. Dr. Richard Leggett requested to have their names 
removed from the ballot. During the lunch break, the Ven. 
Dr. Ellen Clark-King and the Ven. John Stephens also 
requested that their names be removed.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2 The third ballot was called at 1:40 pm. Following the 
singing of Come Holy Spirit and a prayer offered by the 
Archbishop the voting was opened. Of 119 clergy and 173 
lay voting on the third ballot the results were: 

 Hebenton		 •	Clergy	1		 •	Lay	2
 McNaughton		 •	Clergy	25		 •	Lay	21
 Oakes		 •	Clergy	12		 •	Lay	24
 Skelton		 •	Clergy	81		 •	Lay	126

In order to be elected a simple majority must be obtained 
in both houses. Canon Skelton had received a substantial 
majority of the vote. 

Canon Skelton was asked to join those at the head table 
on the platform, lead the singing of the Doxology and offer 
a blessing to Synod prior to adjournment, which she gladly 
did while being welcomed with enthusiastic applause. 

The atmosphere in the Cathedral was joyful and hopeful. 
An impromptu line-up formed in front of Canon Skelton 
to offer congratulations and a group of three women priests 
of the diocese, dressed in red requested that a photograph 
be taken of them so they would have a tangible memory 
of this historic occasion.

Vancouver Sun reporter/columnist Douglas Todd who 
is one of the most respected authors on matters of spiritual-
ity in North America was present as a visitor at Synod and 
he quickly conducted an interview with the Bishop-elect. 

The announcement of the election results went out 
immediately around the world as every ballot had been 
posted on social networks: Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 
Synod computer tech, Martin Knowles took over Randy 
Murray’s @DofNWComm Twitter handle and tweeted 
effectively and efficiently throughout Synod as Randy and 
Charles Nurse kept the Facebook and internet audiences 
informed. CKNW, the AM station with one of the Van-
couver area’s largest audiences were in touch with Randy 
all afternoon, getting updates and were keen to conduct a 
brief interview with Canon Skelton, which they did after 
she had returned home to Seattle that evening. She took 
time out from preparing her Advent I sermons to give the 
interview. 

The Ordination and Installation of Canon Skelton 
as the 9th Bishop of the Diocese of New Westminster is 
scheduled for St. David’s Day on March 1st, 2014, with 
the location yet to be determined. Bishop Michael Ing-
ham’s ordination took place at St. Andrew’s-Wesley United 
Church on January 9th, 1994, he was installed as Bishop 

in the diocesan Cathedral, Christ Church Vancouver. 
Currently, Canon Skelton is Canon for Congregational 

Development and Leadership; and Rector at St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church, Seattle in the Diocese of Olympia, 
The Episcopal Church (TEC). Over the next few months, 
prior to March 1st we will find out much more about our 
Bishop-elect. 

As of this writing on December 2nd, 2013, Canon 
Skelton asked that these words be shared with Topic readers:

“I	am	thrilled	and	honored	to	have	been	elected	by	the	clergy	and	
lay	delegates	at	the	Electoral	Synod	and	am	looking	forward	to	
being	your	Bishop.	I’m	particularly	heartened	by	the	strong	support	
from	Synod	during	the	election	and	the	personal	conversations	
I	had	with	many	of	 you	before	and	after	 the	election.	 In	 these	
conversations	I	heard	a	genuine	desire	to	work	together	with	a	
new	Bishop	on	the	strengthening	of	congregational	life	and	the	
sense	of	community	among	the	congregations	and	people	of	the	
diocese.	I	am	excited	to	begin	this	work	together.”	

TOP LEFT Scott Richards of AVW-Telav was diligent in keeping the voting  
devices charged. PHOTO Randy Murray 
TOP MIDDLE The Chair of Electoral Synod and preacher and presider at the Eucharist, 
the Most Rev. John Privett. PHOTO Randy Murray

BOTTOM LEFT Emily Galvani and Amanda Bowie were two of four youth delegates 
who offered the intercession. PHOTO Randy Murray 
BOTTOM MIDDLE The Chair of Synod Planning, Susan Magee provides some 
instructions. PHOTO Randy Murray

RIGHT Opening worship. PHOTO Martin Knowles
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Background on Women in the  
Episcopacy in the Anglican Communion
The Anglican Church of Canada is one of the 39 Provinces 
of the world wide Anglican Communion, comprising some 
80 million members in 165 countries under the guidance 
and leadership of the Archbishop of Canterbury, the 
Most Rev. Justin Welby. In the Anglican Church, there is 
no single entity with universal authority, as each national 
and regional Church has full autonomy. In the Anglican 
Communion, the first woman Bishop elected was the 
Rt. Rev. Barbara Harris ordained Suffragan Bishop of 
Massachusetts in February 1989. The first and only cur-
rent Primate (principal presiding Bishop of a Province) is 
the Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori elected Presiding 
Bishop and Primate of the Episcopal Church in the United 
States beginning her 9 year term November 3rd, 2006. 

Currently, six Anglican provinces have elected and 
consecrated women as Bishops but there are 12 more 
provinces that have passed legislation to ordain women as 
Bishops. Of the 12 provinces, some have elected but not 
consecrated women Bishops. On the third and final day of 
its meeting in London the General Synod of the Church 
of England in November 2013, voted in favour of a plan 
to ordain women Bishops with an overwhelming majority 
of 378 to 8, with 25 abstentions; final consideration of 
this will be in 2014.

Women have been Bishops in the Anglican Church of 
Canada for 20 years. It was on November 19th, 1993, that 
the first woman was elected Bishop; the Rt. Rev. Victoria 
Matthews was elected Suffragan Bishop of the Diocese 
of Toronto (a Suffragan Bishop assists a Metropolitan 
or diocesan Bishop). Bishop Matthews was later the first 
woman to be elected diocesan Bishop in the Anglican 
Church of Canada when the Diocese of Edmonton elected 
her Bishop in 1997.

In the Anglican Church of Canada, Bishop-elect Skel-
ton will join the Rt. Rev. Victoria Matthews and these other 
women who have been elected to serve (or have served) as 
Bishops: the Rt. Rev. Ann Tottenham (Suffragan, Toronto, 
1997, retired); the Rt. Rev. Sue Moxley (Suffragan, Nova 
Scotia and Prince Edward Island, 2004; diocesan, 2007); 
the Rt. Rev. Jane Alexander (diocesan, Edmonton, 2008); 
the Rt. Rev. Linda Nicholls (Suffragan, Toronto, 2008); the 
Rt. Rev. Barbara Andrews (Bishop Suffragan to the Metro-
politan with responsibilities for the Anglican Parishes of the 
Central Interior, 2009); and the Rt. Rev. Lydia Mamakwa 
(current area Bishop for Northern Ontario, and as of June 
4th, 2014, Bishop for the future Diocese of Mishamikweesh, 
formerly an area within the Diocese of Keewatin, northwest 
Ontario and northeast Manitoba, which will become the 
first indigenous diocese). 

As of this writing, 35 women have been consecrated 
Bishop in the Anglican Communion. Of these, 25 are 
currently serving. As of November 30th, 2013, with the 
inclusion of Canon Melissa M. Skelton, four Anglican 
women are currently Bishops-elect in the world wide 
Anglican Communion. 

The procession out following the Eucharist prior to the convening of Synod. PHOTO Martin Knowles

Elected on November 30th, 2013, Canon Melissa Skelton 
is scheduled to be ordained and installed as the 9th Bishop 
of the Diocese of New Westminster in Vancouver on St. 
David’s Day, March 1st, 2014 (location to be announced). 
For Canon Skelton, this will be the next phase of a remark-
able career in ministry.

Born and raised in a military family in Georgia, Canon 
Skelton spent most of her early life in the US Southeast and 
in Germany. She did not have a formal Church connec-
tion growing up, but came to faith through the Episcopal 
Church when she was in her twenties.

She received a BA in English (Honours) from the Uni-
versity of Georgia, an MA in English from The University 
of South Carolina, where she also served as a teaching 
assistant, instructing first year students. Twelve years later, 
her education goals took a different direction: when she 
received an MBA in Marketing and Finance from the Uni-
versity of Chicago, a host of academic honours and awards 
during this time and an internship at Procter & Gamble. 
While working towards the MBA, Canon Skelton was 
also enrolled in theological studies through the Virginia 
Theological Seminary (VTS) but doing course work at 
the University of Chicago Divinity School and Seabury-
Western Seminary. She was awarded the Master of Divinity 
from VTS and was ordained to the transitional diaconate 
in the Diocese of Southern Ohio and subsequently priested 
in 1991. 

Some highlights of Canon Skelton’s career from 1991 
to the present include:

	 •	Brand	Manager	•	Procter	&	Gamble
	 	 Cincinnati,	Ohio;	1992	–	1993

	 •	Priest	Associate	•	Trinity	Wall	Street
	 	 Manhattan,	New	York;	1993	–	1994

	 •	Associate	Priest	•	St.	Andrew’s	Episcopal	Church
	 	 Trenton,	New	Jersey;	1994	–	1996

	 •	Vice	President	for	Administration	•	
  The General Theological Seminary
	 	 New	York,	New	York;	1993	–	1997

	 •	Vice	President	of	Brand	and	Systems	Development	•	
  Tom’s of Maine
	 	 Maine;	1997	–	2001

	 •	Congregational	Development	Consultant	•	
  Diocese of Maine
	 	 Maine;	2002	–	2004

	 •	Rector	•	Trinity	Church
	 	 Castine,	Maine;	2002 – 2005

	 •	Rector	•	St.	Paul’s	Episcopal	Church
	 	 Seattle,	Washington;	2005 – Present

	 •	Canon	for	Congregational	Development	and	Leadership	•	
  Diocese of Olympia, 
	 	 Seattle,	Washington;	2008 – Present

	 •	Director	for	the	Diocesan	School	for	Leadership	•
  Diocese of New Westminster
	 	 Vancouver,	BC;	2011 – Present

	 •	Director	for	the	College	for	Congregational	Development	•	
  Diocese of Olympia
	 	 Seattle,	Washington;	2008 – Present

The Reverend Canon Melissa M. Skelton • Bishop-Elect of the 
Diocese of New Westminster • A Brief Biography

Of particular interest to the Diocese of New Westminster 
is Canon Skelton’s initial connection to Bishop Michael 
Ingham, the 8th Bishop of the Diocese of New Westmin-
ster. She first met him in 1994, soon after his ordination as 
Bishop as she was facilitating the training for new Bishops 
at The General Theological Seminary (GTS), one of the 
principal seminaries of the Episcopal Church, based in 
New York City. 

Our diocese has a very healthy and active Education for 
Ministry (EfM) presence and Canon Skelton was a Men-
tor Trainer for EfM based out of the US southeast from 
1981 to 1996. Canon Skelton is currently the Director of 
the Diocese of New Westminster’s Diocesan School for 
Leadership. Please go to http://bit.ly/1hwDfOv for Canon 
Skelton’s complete CV. 

Canon Skelton’s current ministry positions in the 
Diocese of Olympia have her 60% as Rector of St. Paul’s 
and 40% Canon for Congregational Development and 
Leadership for the diocese.

Canon Skelton shares her life with a West Highland 
White Terrier named Teddy. Canon Skelton has three sib-
lings: a brother in San Francisco and two sisters in Atlanta, 
Georgia. She also has an adult son, Evan who lives with his 
wife and two sons in Washington, DC. 

ELECTORAL SYNOD

The Rev. Canon Melissa M. Skelton, elected the 9th Bishop of the Diocese of New 
Westminster. PHOTO Dot Cellini • Photographer for the Episcopal Diocese of New Jersey

Archbishop Privett announces the results of the third ballot. PHOTO Randy Murray

“To date,  
35 women have been  
consecrated	Bishop	 

in	the	Anglican	Communion.”
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The Diocese of New Westminster & the Archdiocese of Vancouver  
Plan Three Dialogue Events for 2014
Randy MuRRay
Diocesan Communications Officer and Topic Editor

Given Pope Francis’s new and optimistic Apostolic Exhor-
tation (http://bit.ly/1855XgM) where in paragraph 246 
under the title of Social Dialogue as a Contribution to Peace, 
sub-heading Ecumenical Dialogue, the Pope says: 

“How	many	important	things	unite	us!	If	we	really	believe	in	the	
abundantly	free	working	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	we	can	learn	so	much	
from	one	 another!	 It	 is	 not	 just	 about	being	better	 informed	
about	others,	but	rather,	about	reaping	what	the	Spirit	has	sown	
in	them,	which	is	also	meant	to	be	a	gift	for	us.	To	give	but	one	
example,	in	the	dialogue	with	our	Orthodox	brothers	and	sisters,	
we	Catholics	have	the	opportunity	to	learn	more	about	the	mean-
ing	of	Episcopal	 collegiality	and	 their	experience	of	Synodality.	
Through	an	exchange	of	gifts,	the	Spirit	can	lead	us	ever	more	fully	
into	truth	and	goodness.”	

We may now be entering a time where Roman Catholics 
and Anglicans can seriously consider moving into mission 
and ministry together. 

Approximately three and a half years ago, not long after 
Michael Miller, CSB (College of Saint Benedict) succeeded 
Raymond Roussin, SM (Society of Mary) as Archbishop of 
the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Vancouver, the then-
Bishop of New Westminster Michael Ingham met Michael 
Miller for lunch. One of the subjects discussed at that 
luncheon was the possibility of increasing the relationship 
between the two denominations with the goal of returning 
to the more collegial climate that existed post-Vatican II in 
the mid-1960s (1966 was the year that the Anglican-Roman	
Catholic International Commission [ARCIC] was founded) 
through to the late 1970s. 

In 2010, Bishop Michael Ingham appointed Grant 
Rodgers, recently arrived from the Diocese of Calgary now 
serving in ministry as rector of St. John’s, Port Moody to the 

Chair of the Ecumenical Multi-Faith Unit of the diocese, 
knowing that Grant had a passion for this ministry. Not 
long after, Grant met with his Roman Catholic colleague 
Bruce McAllister, a former Anglican Priest now in Holy 
Orders in the Roman Catholic Church and they began 
discussions around how to proceed. Those discussions 
resulted in a Clergy Day, held November 30th, 2011, at 
St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in North Burnaby 
with keynote speaker, Bishop Donald Bolen of the Roman 
Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon. This was the second inter-
denominational event attended by Vancouver clergy in 
28 years. The reaction of the clergy involved was positive; 
what slowly developed from this Clergy Day was a plan 
to assemble a committee for oversight of the project who 
would brainstorm ideas for moving forward in laying a 
foundation for ecumenical understanding and cooperation 
between the two denominations.

The principal participants as of the spring of 2012 are; 
the Ven. Grant Rodgers, Rector of St. John’s, Port Moody, 
recently collated Archdeacon of Westminster and Chair of 
the Ecumenical Multi-Faith Unit of the Diocese of New 
Westminster; and Marjeta Bobnar, Coordinator, Ecumeni-
cal and Interfaith Relations, Archdiocese of Vancouver.

In late November 2013, there was an informal press 
conference attended by Grant, Marjeta, Agnieszka Kraw-
czynski, a reporter for The BC Catholic newspaper, and 
Randy Murray, the Communications Officer for the 
Diocese of New Westminster. At that meeting, Grant and 
Marjeta gave some background for the three events in the 
planning process that will take place during the first six 
months of 2014. The working title for the three-event pro-
gram is Growing Together in Unity and Mission (GTiUM).

Grant said that a major goal is to move out of “the long 

Marjeta Bobnar and Archdeacon Grant Rodgers enjoy a relaxed meeting with selected media.

ecumenical winter” that has existed since the late 1970s 
to early 1980s when the hope-filled dialogues of ARCIC 
began to crumble under the pressures of profound changes 
taking place in the two denominations. After spending 
a good deal of time studying the documents generated 
by ARCIC, Marjeta has recognized that we really “don’t 
understand each other’s Churches and the connection has 
been lost.” Marjeta, together with Grant and the rest of 
the committee, have determined that they need to start 
with the “people in the pews,” those who attend Roman 
Catholic and Anglican Churches. These events will not be 
an academic exercise for the focus of the GTiUM program 
is Grass Roots Ecumenism. 

  The First Event
 DATE:	 January	26th,	2014
 PLACE:	 St.	Helen’s,	Roman	Catholic	Church	 
	 	 in	North	Burnaby
 REGISTRATION:	 1:30	pm	
 TIME:	 2	pm	–	4	pm	

There will be two principal participants, the Rev. Dr. 
Richard Leggett, the Rector of St. Faith’s Anglican Church 
in Kerrisdale and Dr. Christophe Potworowski, a profes-
sor at Redeemer Pacific College, a Catholic Liberal Arts 
College located at Trinity Western University in Langley, 
BC. Both are members of the committee and they have 
grown to know each other quite well over time. They will 
sit together at a table in the centre of the room without a 
formal agenda and speak to one another openly about their 
faith traditions, their ministry and their vision for what is 
possible with the two denominations working more closely 
together to further God’s mission in the world. There will 
be tables and chairs positioned around this centre table 
for all those in attendance. It is hoped that from Richard’s 
and Christophe’s discussions that further dialogue will take 
place around the room and that one of the committee’s 
goals of “getting to know each other in a safe environment, 
a prayerful atmosphere that invites the Holy Spirit ”will 
be achieved. 

The next scheduled event in the Growing Together in 
Unity and Mission program is March 23rd, 2014, with the 
third being scheduled for the spring of 2014. Stay tuned. 

For planning purposes, an indication of your inten-
tion to attend the first session would be appreciated. You 
may do this by contacting Anne Larochelle at marlan2@
telus.net or 604.944.2742.

There will be more details about these Anglican-Roman 
Catholic Dialogue events available on the diocesan website 
and in Parish Mail emails over the next few weeks and 
months. If you are unable to access the information elec-
tronically please speak with your Rector, priest-in-charge 
or Wardens. 

The Ven. Dr. Geoffrey Peddle, Provost and 
Vice-Chancellor of Queen’s College was 
elected Diocesan Bishop in the Diocese of 
Eastern Newfoundland and Labrador on 
November 16th, 2013.

Bishop-elect Peddle was ordained a dea-
con in 1987 and made a priest the following 
year. He has served in various parishes such 
as Cartwright, Lake Melville, Arnold’s Cove 
and Mount Pearl. He also served as the 
Diocesan Executive Officer with Bishop 
Cyrus Pitman from 2005 until 2009.

Bishop-elect Peddle wrote in his Nomi-
nation Letter to the Synod:

“My	vision	of	Episcopal	Ministry	 in	 the	Diocese	
of	Eastern	Newfoundland	and	Labrador	 is	of	a	
ministry	close	to	all	the	members	of	our	Church	
in	their	cares	and	concerns.	A	Bishop	must	guard	
the	faith,	unity	and	discipline	of	the	Church	while	
constantly	reminding	the	people	of	the	love	of	
God.	In	Holy	Scripture	and	in	the	teaching	of	our	
Church	a	Bishop	is	referred	to	as	both	Shepherd	
and	Pastor	but	I	believe	he	or	she	must	also	be	

A New Bishop for the Diocese of Eastern Newfoundland & Labrador
SAM	ROSE
Editor of Anglican Life

a	‘Father	in	God’	(or	a	‘Mother	in	God’),	embody-
ing	all	of	the	love	and	respect,	mutual	care	and	
nurture	appropriate	to	a	family,	expressed	within	
Christian	community.”

Bishop-elect Peddle was elected on the sec-
ond ballot. Other nominees were the Rev. 
Gregory Mercer, the Very Rev. Josiah Noel, 
and the Rev. Canon David Pilling.

Quoting his hero Archbishop William 
Temple, he asked the Synod to pray for him 
and especially for the Church and the world. 

In his vision for Episcopal Ministry, the 
Bishop-elect wrote: 

“Bishops	today	should	also	embrace	the	role	of	
teachers	and	be	able	to	engage	both	the	Church	
and	 secular	 society	confidently,	 creatively	and	
respectfully.	Bishops	need	to	know	the	Kingdom	
of	God	well	enough	to	 recognize	and	affirm	 it	
in	the	Church	while	casting	a	renewed	vision	of	
what	the	Church	might	still	become.”

Bishop-elect Peddle succeeds the Rt. Rev. 
Cyrus Pitman who is retiring. 

The Most Rev. Claude Miller (left) congratulates the new Bishop-elect the Ven. Dr. Geoffrey Peddle (right).  
PHOTO Sam Rose

Agnieszka Krawczynski, from The BC Catholic newspaper.
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All Things Work Together for Good for Those Who Love God
The Induction of the Reverend Emilie Smith as Rector of St. Barnabas, New Westminster
Randy MuRRay
Diocesan Communications Officer and Topic Editor

Topic readers have frequently seen the name Emilie Smith. 
Emilie is and has been a social activist, an Anglo-Catholic 
priest and a priest in mission, passionate about Guatemala 
and protecting that nation, its land and its people from 
exploitation. She is often invited to take part in panel dis-
cussions and sit on decision making bodies usually involv-
ing the southern part of North America, Central America 
and its environmental and social well-being. She is also 
an author, an editor, and now, the Rector of St. Barnabas 
Anglican Church in New Westminster. 

One of the last clergy decisions then-Bishop Michael 
Ingham made in the summer of 2013 was the appointment 
of Emilie to St. Barnabas, following the resignation of the 
Rev. John Firmston. Emilie had spent most of the last four 
years as a priest in mission in Guatemala and now she was 
ready to begin a new phase of ministry as a parish priest.

On the cold, damp night of October 30th, 2013, the 
modest wooden frame Church, located in one of New 
Westminster’s established neighbourhoods at 10th Street 
and 5th Avenue was at near capacity. If the St. Barnabas 
building was animated in a mid-20th century cartoon 
it would be swaying and bopping back and forth with 
energy lines and musical notes shooting from the roof in 
a fantasy visual representation of the positive energy in the 
building in expectation of Emilie’s induction. There was a 
large turnout of clergy and many of Emilie’s friends from 
around the diocese and beyond who had long supported 
her missional and social justice ministries.

The preacher for the Eucharist was long-time supporter 
and advocate of Emilie’s mission work, the Rev. Dr. Angus 
Stuart, Rector of St. Francis-in-the-Wood, Caulfeild and 
Regional Dean of Capilano/Kingcome. Following the read-
ing of the Gospel, Luke 13: 22 – 30 he began his sermon 
with an iconic Thomas Merton quote which he repeated 
a number of times:

“Be	anything	you	like,	be	madmen,	drunks,	and	bastards	of	every	
shape	and	form,	but	at	all	costs	avoid	one	thing:	success…	If	
you	are	too	obsessed	with	success,	you	will	forget	to	live.	If	you	
have	learned	only	how	to	be	a	success,	your	life	has	probably	
been	wasted.”	

He went on to expand on Merton’s assault on success, say-
ing that human beings’ obsession with success is the “way 
of the world,” this focus on success and achieving results 
is not “what the Church is about.” As we grow in our faith 
community of ministry which is the Church we become 
more aware that it is not results that matter but it is more 
about how we comport ourselves, it is about “who we are,” 
how we behave in different situations. It’s about how we 
respond and react in adverse circumstances drawing on the 

“deeper perspective of faith.”
And to this deeper perspective of faith Emilie has been 

called as have all Christians been called. Toward the end 
of his homily Dr. Stuart said, “all things work together for 
good for those who love God and we are to work for the 
purposes for which we have been called, for they are God’s 
purposes. The work to which we are all called is God’s work. 
It is God who is the Master Builder. God is ultimately 
responsible for the outcomes. Our responsibility is to be 

faithful to our calling.”
After the sermon, Sarita Galvez sang a moving and 

beautiful version of Creo en Vos (I	Believe	 in	You) unac-
companied. And then Emilie, and the Church Wardens, 

The Preacher was the Rev. Dr. Angus Stuart. Dr. Stuart conveyed the message that to be focused on results and success is Sarita Galvez sang a moving and beautiful rendition in Spanish of Creo en Vos.

The Rev. Emile Smith reads the Oath in front of her new congregation. Archdeacon Douglas Fenton on the left and Rector’s Warden, Dr. Starr Allaby on the right.

Emilie accepts Symbols of Ministry: shoes and a shawl.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

Dr. Starr Allaby and Mr. Bruce Alexander were invited to 
join the Dean and Administrator of the Diocese of New 
Westminster, the Very Rev. Peter Elliott at the chancel arch 
for the Covenant in Ministry. The Oaths and Declarations
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The high-heeled shoes mentioned in the preceding article 
about the October 30th, 2013, Induction were worn by 
a young lady who had appeared at St. Barnabas, a few 
Sundays prior to the induction. She had walked to the 
Church from the 22nd Street Skytrain Station (a consider-
able distance), because she heard that “we helped people.” 
She was in desperate tears, and everything possibly that 
could go wrong, had gone wrong in her life, so far. She was 
the very expression of everything troubling in our world, 
starting with the Residential Schools, and moving through 
a childhood riddled with poverty and abuse. She sat and 
cried in my office all afternoon, and we drank tea, and ate 
sandwiches, and exchanged her shoes for those puffy boots 
that girls love these days, that were conveniently waiting for 
her, in her size, in the thrift store. I took her to downtown 
Vancouver to her mother’s apartment, and have been pray-
ing for her every since. I don’t know if that afternoon made 
a difference in her life, but I was glad that she, and other 
people around the neighbourhood know that “we helped 
people.” May the God of Love fill her with the knowledge 
of her own blessedness and beauty! 

The High-Heeled 
Shoes
EMILIE	SMITH
Rector, St. Barnabas, New Westminster

Dean Peter Elliott (left) presents the new Incumbent and invites all gathered to welcome her with applause. The newly inducted Rector of St. Barnabas administers the bread during the Eucharist. 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

were administered and the license read by the Ven. Douglas 
Fenton, the Executive Archdeacon of the Diocese of New 
Westminster. Following the signing of the Oath by Emilie 
and the commitment of the people of the parish of St. 
Barnabas to share with Emilie in the ministry of the parish 
it was time for the presentation of the various symbols of 
ministry by representatives of the congregation. The sym-
bols of ministry presented at inductions are fairly consistent 
but every so often a parish puts a more personal stamp 
on this ritual that reflects the mission of the parish. At St. 
Barnabas, Emilie was presented with high-heeled shoes and 
a shawl (see the accompanying article), and as the symbols 
were offered the presenter said, “Emilie, some have walked 
far in the world to find a place of rest and consolation. Be 
among us as a reconciler and healer.” 

Dean Peter Elliott presented the Rev. Emilie Smith 
to the Parish of St. Barnabas as the leader of their shared 
ministry and invited their welcome. Enthusiastic applause 
reverberated in the small wooden Church. Next on the 
induction agenda was the welcome from the Regional 
Dean and soon-to-be Archdeacon of Westminster, (as he 
was collated Archdeacon six days later on November 5th) 
the Rev. Grant Rodgers (currently the Ven. Grant Rodgers). 
After the Regional Dean’s welcome, the new rector invited 
the congregation to participate in the Peace. Following 
the Peace and the Offertory, the Eucharist was celebrated 
by the then-soon-to-be and now current Archdeacon of 
Westminster. 

During the Eucharist, pianist Alexander Rosenblatt 
skillfully and with great musicality played a selection of 
late baroque repertoire.

Emilie’s ministry at St. Barnabas has begun at a time and 
in a place when and where she and the parish will continue 
to love God and work together for good. 
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Like the House Built on the Rock
An Evensong to Pray for the Philippines at Christ Church Cathedral
Randy MuRRay
Diocesan Communications Officer and Topic Editor

At 4 pm on Sunday, November 24th, 2013, there was a 
special Choral Evensong service offered at Christ Church 
Cathedral, Vancouver, by the Choir of Christ Church 
Cathedral. The title of the liturgy was, An	Evensong	 to	
Pray for the Philippines. This was the Cathedral Choir’s 
opportunity to lead the music of a beloved liturgy (seldom 
celebrated) and include an offertory with the offering 
received going directly to the Typhoon Haiyan relief efforts 
of the Primate’s World Relief and Development Fund 
(PWRDF). Typhoon Haiyan struck the central Philippines 
on November 8th, 2013.

The Filipino population in Metro Vancouver is esti-
mated at approximately 100,000 with one in every five 
Filipinos in Canada living in the Metro Vancouver Area. 
Many attend Christian Churches of various denominations.

There are three Filipino Anglican Priests ministering 
in Anglican Churches in the Metro Vancouver Area and 
Filipino members throughout many other congregations 
in the Diocese of New Westminster and beyond. All three 
priests: the Rev. Father Wilmer Toyoken, priest-in-charge 
of St. Michael’s Multi-Cultural Church; the Rev. Father 
Expedito Farinas, Rector of St. Mary the Virgin, South 
Hill; and the Rev. Father Louisito Engnan, Rector, St. 
Michael’s, Surrey, were present. The Rev. Engnan known 
more familiarly as Father Louie was the homilist for this 
special liturgy. 

The Cathedral Choir under the direction of organist 
and Director of Music Rupert Lang were superb. From 
the classical textures of Mendelssohn’s Cast	Thy	Burdens	
Upon the Lord, to the Victorian splendour of Charles V. 
Stanford’s Evening Service in C, to the contemporary set-
ting of Versicles and Responses composed by the renowned 
British organist and choral conductor Martin Neary, the 
choir handled the repertoire skillfully.

Father Louie began his homily by making reference to 
the soon-to-be-phased-out mandatory Air Care check in 
the Metro Vancouver Area. He pointed out that one of the 
three gases checked by this process is Carbon Monoxide, a 

Green House gas largely caused by the burning for energy 
purposes of fossil fuels. The increase of Green House 
gases is seen by many environmental scientists to be one 
of the principal causes of the planet Earth’s recent overall 
temperature increase which manifests in erratic weather 
patterns resulting in disastrous storms like Typhoon Haiyan.

The most recent numbers (as of this writing in late 
November 2013) in regard to the devastation of Haiyan 
reveal that there are: 7,000 dead or missing, 25,000 injured 
and as many as 1.9 million homeless. Father Louie pointed 
out that those numbers combined are pretty close to the 
population of the Metro Vancouver Area.

He then reminded us that it is still not unusual for the 
people of the Philippines to view something like Typhoon 
Haiyan through a more primitive lens. Sometimes the gen-
eral feeling is that this level of natural disaster is punishment 
for sins. He then asked, “Is this disaster God’s punishment 
or a result of our negligence as stewards of God’s creation?”

He further explored this question using the example 
of the most recent addition to the Baptismal Covenant in 
the Book of Alternative Services (the ninth question on 
the Covenant inquiry) approved at the last General Synod, 

“Will you strive to safeguard the integrity of God’s creation, 
and respect, sustain and renew the life of the Earth?” And 
the answer is “I will, with God’s help.” Therefore, as Chris-
tians we must lead by faith. Faith doesn’t mean that we 
should live our life apart from the real world but follow 
our commitment to God’s creation by allowing us to act on 
our belief that it is our responsibility as members of God’s 
Church to “respect, sustain and renew” the earth.

We can do the things we need to do because of the firm 
foundation of our faith, like the wise man that built his 
house on rock in the Gospel text read earlier:

“Everyone	then	who	hears	these	words	of	mine	and	acts	on	them	
will	be	like	a	wise	man	who	built	his	house	on	rock.	The	rain	fell,	the	
floods	came,	and	the	winds	blew	and	beat	on	that	house,	but	it	did	
not	fall,	because	it	had	been	founded	on	rock.	And	everyone	who	

The Rev. Father Louisito (Louie) Engnan. PHOTO Randy Murray

A New Sight Unto the Lord
The dedication of the extensive renovation and renewal at All Saints’, Agassiz
MONICA	GIBSON-PuGSLEY	AND	RICK	WARDA
All Saints’, Agassiz

On Sunday, November 17th, the Ven. Stephen Rowe (Arch-
deacon of Fraser) visited the Parish of All Saints, Agassiz 
to re-dedicate the Church and hall. This was an event that 
almost never happened! Built in 1896, with a new hall and 
kitchen added in 1957, by 2003, the buildings were in need 
of renewal, however the congregation had dwindled to a 
faithful few. In 2006, the MAP (Ministry Assessment Pro-
cess) identified a number of options for the congregation, 
but instead of closure or merger with another parish they 
chose the hard route of renovation and renewal. Although 
the November 17th dedication was focused on the newly 
renovated kitchen and the many other improvements to the 
Church and hall accomplished over the past four years, it 
was more a celebration of the tireless work of many people 
of this small, historic Church of All Saints, Agassiz, who 
over the past decade have renewed the congregation and 
its mission to the community.

All Saints didn’t achieve all this on its own! A significant 
diocesan grant, generous donations from parishioners, 
fundraising events, and the support of parishioners of St. 
Agnes, North Vancouver, who donated paint, materials, 
and gobs of “elbow grease,” made it all happen. The mate-
rial benefits are many: new roofs and gutters; repainting 
of the exterior of the Church; replacement and rewiring 
of all Church and hall light fixtures reducing electrical 
costs by 50%; a new energy-efficient furnace; improving 
and doubling the size of the Church parking lot; installa-
tion of a Labyrinth and beautifully maintained memorial 
garden; installation of new doors throughout the Church 
and hall to improve appearance and access and to meet 
fire and safety codes; replacement of 60-year-old carpets; 
and the renewal of Church and hall windows to improve 
security and reduce heat loss. Also noteworthy are special 
gifts from parishioners: a new Church organ, plants for the 
memorial garden and individual gifts “that are known to 
God alone and the giver.”

The focal point of the re-dedication is the new Church 
kitchen, which is symbolic of the efforts of all who haveThe Rev. David Price, priest-in-charge of All Saints, Agassiz; Warden, Rick Warda; the Ven. Stephen Rowe, Archdeacon of Fraser; and Warden, Virgina Jennings cut the 

ceremonial ribbon on the newly refurbished kitchen. PHOTO Anthea Lewis

hears	these	words	of	mine	and	does	not	fall,	because	it	had	been	
founded	on	rock.	And	everyone	who	hears	these	words	of	mine	
and	does	not	act	on	them	will	be	like	a	foolish	man	who	built	his	
house	on	sand.	The	rain	fell,	and	the	floods	came,	and	the	winds	
blew	and	beat	against	that	house,	and	it	fell	—	and	great	was	its	
fall!”	Matthew 7: 24 – 27

There was an offering received during the Opening Eucha-
rist of the Electoral Synod on Saturday, November 30th at 
Christ Church Cathedral and the total proceeds from that 
offering were also forwarded directly to PWRDF to aid the 
victims of Typhoon Haiyan.

The offering received November 24th, totaled $2,800. 

For the complete text of Father Louie’s sermon please type  
http://bit.ly/1a0BaBM	into	your	web	browser	or	google	search	box.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
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supported All Saints and served the community for more 
than a century. Desperately in need of a major upgrade, the 
under-acheiving kitchen prevented All Saints from serving 
the community and raising funds through special dinners 
and catered events. 

The work began in earnest on a hot June day with the 
digging of a 4’ × 18’ trench. It took a day and a half for the 
Wardens (who along with their team saved over $1000 in 
labour costs), to haul dirt and then drill through the hall 
foundations, so the local council could connect to the city 
water system. This was the first necessary step in bringing 
the renovated structure and utility access up to code. The 
kitchen committee, with the help of parishioners, friends, 
relatives from out of town, and others ripped out the 
old kitchen and started from scratch. What fun! What a 
mess! While stripping the untold layers of linoleum from 
the floor, the plaintive cry was heard, “This is like peeling 
onions — every layer brings tears to my eyes!” The strip-
ping of the flooring continued until Earl, an 88-year-old 
parishioner said, ”Stop! you’ve reached the sub-floor I 

A Celebration of Thanks at St. Jude’s Anglican Home
ISABEL	WOOD
St. Mary’s, Kerrisdale

On October 24th St. Jude’s Anglican Home celebrated 
its annual St. Jude’s Day Tea, an annual event at which 
clergy and parishes are thanked for their support of St. 
Jude’s. St. Jude’s is very thankful to the clergy who sup-
port St. Jude’s through celebrating Eucharist on Thursday 
mornings, and were delighted with the presence of the Rev. 
Elizabeth Northcott, the Rev. Dr. Richard Leggett, the Rev. 
Fr. Michael Fuller, the Ven. Andrew Pike and the Rev. Dr. 
Ted Celiz at this year’s event.

Parishes were thanked for the time, talent and treasure 
they have given to St. Jude’s during the past year. Parish-
ioners invite residents to services and teas at their parishes, 
care for the altar in the chapel, assist with chapel services, 

provide healing touch and spend time individually with 
residents. It was encouraging to see parishioners from 
Christ Church Cathedral; St. John, Port Moody; St. John, 
Shaughnessy; St. Mary, Kerrisdale; St. Helen, Vancouver; 
and St. Stephen the Martyr, Burnaby in attendance. 

As this year’s tea was held during National Pastoral 
Care week it was a perfect opportunity to thank St. Jude’s 
chaplain the Rev. Trudi Shaw, for the spiritual care she 
provides to all residents and staff and for her loving and 
visible presence at the home.

A highlight of the afternoon was the cutting of a ribbon 
to signify the opening of a new secure patio, which allows 
residents to freely access a beautiful area off the dining 

Larry Hoad, a Past President of St. Jude’s and member of St. Stephen the Martyr, Burnaby in the new secure patio area.  
PHOTO Joe Wood

installed in 1957!”
All Saints’ kitchen now boasts two new high-end 

dishwashers, beautiful new cupboards crafted by local 
craftspeople, stainless steel sinks, carts (for handling and 
storing dishes) to fit under new and extended counter tops, 
and a new hot water tank. Apart from historic photos 
that were replaced on the new walls, only the stoves and 

room. The work was funded by a generous grant from the 
Anglican Foundation along with financial support from 
residents of St. Jude’s and their families. The Rev. Elizabeth 
Northcott, representing the Anglican Foundation, helped 
cut the ribbon. Residents expressed how much they have 
been looking forward to enjoying sunny days on the patio 
surrounded by flowers lovingly cared for by volunteers. 

St. Jude’s thanks the Diocese of New Westminster, its 
clergy, and many parishioners for their ongoing support 
and looks forward to a continued partnership. We invite 
you to check St. Jude’s website, at www.stjudes.bc.ca, for 
information on how you too can support St. Jude’s with 
your time, your talent, your treasure, and your prayers. 

St. Jude’s resident Addie Dunn, the Rev. Elizabeth Northcott, resident Dorothy McIsaac and Isabel Wood, before the ribbon cutting. PHOTO Joe Wood
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A New Sight Unto the Lord
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The Rev. Elizabeth Northcott and Addie Dunn cutting the ribbon for the new patio area. PHOTO Joe Wood

fridges remain as a memory of the old space. Local groups 
who rented the hall “when it was a mess” have marveled at 
what has been achieved. There is now a modern, functional 
kitchen that meets current and future needs. A highly suc-
cessful “Oktoberfest” evening christened the new kitchen.

All labour was volunteered apart from the services of 
a local plumber, electrician and cabinet-maker. A huge 

“Thank You” and “Well Done!” to the Wardens who have 
been the driving force of this renovation, and whose work 
brought the project in nearly $2000 under budget! A big 

“Thank You” goes out to everyone else who helped; and to 
the women of the parish who brought in goodies for the 
workers. Their visits always seemed to coincide with a cof-
fee break! And last, but not least, to the Rev. David Price, 
who provided constant leadership and encouragement… 
and found the new dish storage carts on eBay! 

Many of the volunteers and trades people who contrib-
uted to the project were present at the Dedication Service. 
The project concluded the latest phase of the renewal of 
the “parish fabric” which was begun with a vision by our 
late Warden, Josie Browning in 2009. As the Rev. Price 
said, “I hope she is smiling at all the work that has been 
accomplished.” 

Volunteer Chris Elton from St. Helen, Vancouver and resident Elizabeth Courtenay enjoying tea and 
conversation. PHOTO Joe Wood
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The Primate of the Anglican Church of Canada, the Most 
Rev. Fred Hiltz was at Christ Church Cathedral, Vancouver, 
at 4 pm on Sunday, November 10th, 2013, to participate 
in the 5th Annual Investiture of New Members to the 
Order of the Diocese of New Westminster (ODNW) and 
to preach at the Eucharist liturgy which serves as platform 
and context for the investiture ceremony. 

Dean Peter Elliott’s welcome message in the Order 
of Service bulletin provided an overview of the ODNW 
Eucharist; he wrote, “This is our time to recognize and 
celebrate the commitment of the members of the laity of 
our diocese to the mission to which we are called as fol-
lowers of Jesus. In parish after parish and year after year, 
the work of God is faithfully carried out with creativity, 
commitment and energy.”

By 3:30 pm, the nave of the Cathedral had filled to 
near capacity. By 3:50 pm, the Cathedral’s team of six 
experienced Greeters were pacing up and down the aisles 
of the Church seeking empty seats for the many who were 
continuing to arrive at the downtown church. At 3:55 pm, 
the Cathedral’s deacon, the Rev. Alisdair Smith, not yet 
vested, began his role early as Liturgical MC by addressing 
the capacity congregation. In an entertaining and positive 
appeal he asked that the congregation please stay well clear 
of the photographer, the building staff and the photogra-
pher’s ladder after dismissal to facilitate the taking of the 
official Class of 2013 ODNW photo. 

The service began on schedule with the procession and 
the now traditional singing of the Taizé hymn, Laudate 
Dominum. The First Reading, Revelation 21: 1 – 6a was 
offered by current Anglican Church Women (ACW) Presi-
dent and St. George’s, Fort Langley Parishioner, Sheila Puls. 
Approximately 30 minutes later, Sheila would be invested 
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Randy MuRRay
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into the ODNW. 
Archbishop Fred Hiltz began his sermon by saying 

how delighted he was to accept the hospitality of Christ 
Church Cathedral and the Diocese of New Westminster. 
He was unashamed to say that the Cathedral is one of his 

“favourite places” and he thanked the Dean and Administra-
tor of the Diocese, the Very Rev. Peter Elliott for affording 
him the opportunity to be with the diocesan community. 
He continued, making reference to that which was very 
much on the minds of many in our diocese, the upcoming 
Episcopal Election. He said that “the Spirit will be public” 
and then he went on to say, “one way to think about an 
Episcopal election is that the Spirit hovers over the Church 
until it lights on one among us to be our Episcopal leader.” 
Continuing into the main message of his homily, he made 
reference to the Apostles Creed at the point when the con-
gregation says, “We believe in the Communion of Saints,” 
which is really saying that we are “one in Christ.” We are 
one in Christ in: his nativity, his proclaiming of God’s reign 
on earth, his death, his resurrection and his coming again 
in glory. The Archbishop then led the congregation on an 
exploration of the three dimensions of the Community of 
Saints, past, present and future. 

During his focus on the second dimension, the Arch-
bishop made reference to the Gospel read earlier, Matthew 
5: 1 – 12, the Beatitudes, and shared the thoughts of for-
mer Archbishop of Canterbury the Most Rev. Dr. Rowan 
Williams who said, “let the Beatitudes be an image of our 
common life in Christ. That is indeed a tall order, it is full of 
challenge but it is also full of grace.” Grace that is exhibited 
by those about to be invested into the ODNW, people who 
inspire us to work for “what is good and just and righteous. 
And today we honour members of the diocese who have 
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given extraordinary service. These are people that threw 
open the doors and said ‘All are Welcome!’ and meant it.”

He concluded his reflection on the three dimensions 
of the Community of Saints saying, “We remember our 
heritage in the Lord, we look around and recognize fellow 
travelers and we look to the future.” 

After the sermon, the Warden of the Order, Judge Rob-
ert Watt took his place at the Ambo to read the Citations 
prepared by the Rev. Eileen Nurse, Executive Assistant to 
the Bishop, based on the material she received from those 
who had nominated the new members. Judge Watt was 
joined by the Rev. Alisdair Smith who helped the nomi-
nees approach the chancel platform where they were then 
greeted by the Executive Archdeacon of the Diocese of 
New Westminster, the Ven. Douglas Fenton who, assisted 
by Sacristan Vincent Carey carefully placed the ribbon 
and medallion around the neck of each new member of 
the ODNW. Newly invested members then proceeded 
to the centre of the chancel platform to be congratulated 
by Archbishop Fred Hiltz, briefly pose for their official 
photograph and then move to the east side of the chancel 
where they received a certificate copy of the ODNW and 
the congratulations of the Very Rev. Peter Elliott and the 
Rev. Eileen Nurse. For 2013, there were 48 new members 
and 45 of them were present to receive the honour in per-
son. The other three will receive the ODNW at ceremonies 
later in the year or early next year either at their place of 
residence or at their home parishes. 

At the conclusion of the ceremony, there was a lengthy 
passing of “The Peace” and then the focal point of our 
spiritual practice as a Eucharistic people, the sharing of 
the Lord’s Supper.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

The Official Order of the Diocese of New Westminster 2013 photo by Wayne Chose.
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Mrs. Rea Anderson
St. Mark, Ocean Park 

Rea	has	served	 in	many	 leadership	positions	 in	her	parish	of	St.	
Mark’s,	Ocean	Park,	including	several	terms	as	Treasurer,	Warden	
and	Synod	Delegate.	She	also	provides	vacation	relief	for	the	Par-
ish	Administrator.

ORDER OF THE DIOCESE OF NEW WESTMINSTER

The following are the citations as read by the Warden of the Order, Judge Robert Watt  
as	prepared	by	the	Executive	Assistant	to	the	Bishop,	the	Rev.	Eileen	Nurse.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

Archbishop Fred Hiltz waits in front of the Altar to greet the new members of the ODNW. PHOTO Randy MurrayWarden of the Order, Judge Robert Watt prepares to read the Citations. PHOTO Randy Murray

Ms. Margaret (Peg) Adele Cleveland Andrews
St. John, Shaughnessy 

Peg	has	been	a	member	of	 St.	 John’s,	 Shaughnessy	 since	 the	
early	1960s.	She	took	a	quiet	and	firm	stance	against	the	St.	John’s,	
Vancouver	movement.	Today,	as	the	longest	serving	member	of	
the	parish,	we	honour	her	and	her	faithful	51	years	of	service	to	
St.	John’s.

Mr. Kerry Wade Baisley
Christ Church Cathedral 

Over	many	years,	Kerry	has	been	active	 in	youth	and	Christian	
formation	and	with	several	discernment	groups,	guiding	students	
in	the	diocese	along	the	path	to	ordination.	He	has	been	a	server	at	
Christ	Church	Cathedral	since	the	1970s	and	has	served	as	Bishop’s	
Chaplain	to	the	past	three	Bishops	of	New	Westminster.

Mrs. Phyllis Barlow
Christ Church Cathedral

Phyllis	is	a	life-long,	committed	Anglican	and	her	service	has	taken	
in	nearly	every	aspect	of	Church	life.	Phyllis	is	also	active	outside	
the	Cathedral	as	an	executive	member	of	the	Friends	of	the	Van-
couver	School	of	Theology	(VST)	and	has	served	many	years	as	the	
Recording	Secretary	for	the	VST	Auxiliary.

Mrs. Ann Bodwell
St. John, North Vancouver

From	Ann’s	arrival	 in	Canada	 in	1960,	she	has	been	active	 in	all	
aspects	of	parish	life.	In	addition	to	her	commitment	to	the	parish	
she	has	been	a	dedicated	supporter	of	VST.	She	is	recognized	as	a	
dedicated	and	stalwart	leader	at	St.	John.

Mr. Bruce Bodwell
St. John, North Vancouver

Bruce’s	dependable	practice	of	faithfulness,	stewardship,	hospital-
ity	and	caring	has	shown	great	 leadership	and	encouragement	
to	parishioners	of	all	ages	for	many	decades.	He	has	offered	par-
ticularly	strong	and	vital	leadership	in	his	role	as	Parish	Treasurer	
in	times	of	crisis.

Mrs. Hilary Carpenter
St. Francis-in-the-Wood

Hilary’s	contributions	to	the	life	of	St.	Francis	have	been	numerous.	
Parish	life	has	been	enhanced	in	many	ways	by	her	contributions	
over	the	last	40	years.	Her	practical	volunteer	ministry	to	St.	Francis-
in-the-Wood	Church	and	its	parish	can	be	considered	outstanding	
in	both	its	extent	and	length	of	time.

Ms. Katherine Anne Cotton
St. Faith

Since	joining	St.	Faith’s	in	1976,	Katherine	has	been	an	innovative	
and	energetic	leader	in	many	dimensions	of	the	parish’s	ministry.	
She	has	served	many	terms	as	a	member	of	the	Church	Committee	
and	is	presently	serving	another	term	as	People’s	Warden.

Mrs. Elizabeth (Liz) Cullen
St. Mary, Kerrisdale

Liz	has	made	a	tremendous	contribution	to	the	life	of	the	diocese	
and	St	Mary’s.	She	has	been	instrumental	in	the	development	of	
the	St.	Mary’s	Community	Meal	and	 in	 the	 restructuring	of	 the	
Bishop’s	Friends.	Liz	is	passionate	about	stewardship	as	a	life-long,	
year-round	response	of	faith	to	all	we	have	received	from	God.	

Mrs. Mildred (Millie) G. Dempster
St.	Anselm

Millie	had	been	a	member	of	the	parish	of	St.	Anselm’s	since	1955.	
She	remains,	to	this	day,	a	member	of	the	Parish	Council.	She	is	
still	knitting	toques	for	the	Seafarers	Mission	and	Church	sales	in	
her	spare	time.

Mr. Richard Alan Diespecker
St. Hilda

Since	arriving	in	Halfmoon	Bay	over	twenty	years	ago,	Richard	has	
been	an	active	member	of	the	community	at	St.	Hilda’s.	He	has	
held	many	leadership	positions	and	has	had	a	strong	commitment	
to	Christian	Formation.

Ms. Celia Mary Dodds
St. James

Celia	has	been,	and	continues	to	be,	a	vital	and	active	part	of	St.	
James	ever	since	she	joined	the	parish	50	years	ago.	Over	the	years	
Celia	has	been	a	passionate	member	of	the	Mother’s	union	and	
has	served	that	organization	 in	all	 levels	 from	the	parish	to	the	
National	and	International	levels.	

Mr. Charles Etchell
St. Philip’s

Charlie	has	always	keenly	supported	the	life	of	St.	Philip’s,	generous-
ly	offering	his	talents	and	time	over	many	years.	He	has	also	been	
actively	involved	at	Camp	Artaban	where	he	met	his	wife	Peggy.

Mrs. Adeline (Addie) Favelle
St. John, Port Moody

Addie	has	had	a	long-term	involvement	with	the	Anglican	Church	
Women	(ACW).	She	was	instrumental	in	establishing	and	operating	
St.	John’s	Family	Food	Bank	in	the	early	1990s,	which	continues	to	
serve	Port	Moody	and	beyond.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Mrs. Shirley Grace Fox
St. Matthias – St. Luke

Shirley	has	been	an	active	Anglican	 in	 this	diocese	 since	1936.	
Over	the	years	she	has	served	our	Church	in	many	ways.	Shirley	
has	 shared	her	 talent	and	 love	 for	Church	needlework	and	has	
provided	diocesan	leadership	in	the	development	of	this	art	form.

Mrs. Gail Gatehouse
St. Christopher

Gail	has	been	active	 in	 the	Church	 for	most	of	her	 life,	 serving	
wherever	she	has	lived,	be	that	Montreal	or	the	North	Shore.	Gail	
has	used	her	interior	design	expertise	to	help	her	parish	community	
as	well	as	local	outreach	organizations.	Gail	inspires	St.	Christopher’s	
to	rise	to	its	best	as	a	place	of	welcome	and	inclusion.

Ms. Judith (Judy) Lynne Graves 
St. James

Judy	came	to	know	Christ	working	in	the	Downtown	Eastside	of	
Vancouver	and	has	advocated	for	the	homeless	continuously	since	
1993.	Her	life’s	goal	is	that	Christ	will	no	longer	have	to	sleep	in	the	
streets	of	our	city:	that	everyone	in	Vancouver	will	have	a	small	
home,	access	to	clean	water	and	nourishing	food.

Mr. Jack Griffiths
St. Clement

Jack	has	been	active	at	his	parish	of	St.	Clements’	since	1969.	 In	
addition	 to	 serving	 in	various	 leadership	 roles	 in	 the	parish,	he	
has	been	active	in	the	maintenance	and	operation	of	the	parish	
buildings.	There	are	very	few	light	bulbs	in	the	building	that	he	
has	not	replaced!

Mr. Conrad Beardwell Guelke 
St. Philip

Conrad	has	been	a	gift	 to	 the	Anglican	Church	 in	South	Africa,	
England	and	Canada.	He	has	given	generously	of	his	 time	and	
many	skills	to	serve	at	both	the	parish	and	the	diocesan	level.	In	
2007,	VST	recognized	his	contributions	when	they	gave	him	an	
Honorary	Doctorate	in	Divinity.

Mrs. Marjorie (Marg) Henry
St. Thomas, Vancouver

Marjorie	and	her	 family	 joined	St.	Thomas	 in	1965,	and	she	has	
been	an	active	member	of	 the	parish	ever	since.	 In	addition	to	
serving	in	several	leadership	roles	in	the	parish,	Marg	has	been	a	
very	active	member	of	the	ACW	—	both	in	the	parish	and	on	the	
Diocesan	ACW	Board.

Mrs. Marguerite Joan Hobson
St.	Stephen,	Burnaby	

Joan	has	been	a	vital	and	busy	part	of	life	at	St.	Stephen’s	for	over	
40	years.	She	has	worked	to	support	the	hospitality	and	outreach	
of	the	community,	especially	through	the	parish’s	Thrift	Shop.	

Mrs. Joan Audrey Hodgkin
St.	Stephen,	Burnaby

Joan	has	attended	several	parishes	over	her	 lifetime	as	she	and	
her	husband	moved	around	a	lot	during	their	early	years	together.	
Since	settling	at	St.	Stephen’s	she	has	become	a	key	part	of	parish	
life,	working	to	build	up	the	community	in	a	wide	variety	of	roles.

Mr. Ian Edward Hutchinson
St. Thomas, Chilliwack

Ian	first	served	on	the	Parish	Council	of	St.	Thomas’	in	1975.	Since	
then	he	has	remained	a	committed	and	very	active	part	of	the	
community,	generously	giving	of	his	time	and	talents.	

Mr. Graham Lawrence Jenkins 
St. Helen, Vancouver

Over	the	years,

	Graham	has	served	in	many	different	roles	in	the	parish.	A	gifted	
and	highly	experienced	leader,	Graham	is	loved	and	recognized	
by	all	at	St.	Helen’s	as	a	true	elder.	

Mr. Peter Nigel William Johnson
Holy Trinity, White Rock

Peter	came	to	Holy	Trinity	in	1996,	and	immediately	became	active	
in	the	parish.	He	employs	a	gentle	and	caring	yet	determined	ap-
proach	in	all	his	ministries,	and	he	exemplifies	servant-leadership	
and	serves	as	an	inspiration	to	his	fellow	Christians.

Mr. Robert (Bob) Jones
St.	Alban,	Richmond

Bob	is	a	lifetime	Anglican	and	has	served	his	parishes	and	the	larger	
community	with	enthusiasm	and	deep	commitment.	This	past	
spring	Bob	celebrated	his	130th	blood	donation	at	the	Canadian	
Blood	Services	clinic	at	St.	Alban’s	in	Richmond.

Mr. Michael Peter Kalmuk
St. Margaret’s Cedar Cottage

Michael	has	been	a	stalwart	of	the	community	at	St.	Margaret’s	for	
several	years.	His	leadership,	especially	in	music,	is	deeply	valued.	In	
2003,	Michael	and	his	partner	Kelly	were	the	first	same-sex	partners	
to	receive	a	sanctioned	Blessing	Ceremony	in	the	Anglican	Church.	

Mrs. Carole Nancy Keighley
St.	Matthew,	Abbotsford

A	life-long	Anglican,	Carole	has	been	very	involved	in	the	re-plant-
ing	of	diocesan	worship	at	the	Parish	of	St.	Matthew,	Abbotsford.	
She	has	held	the	position	of	Bishop’s	Warden	since	May	2008.

Mr. Gregory (Greg) Martin Kennelly
All	Saints,	Burnaby

Greg	has	been	a	member	of	All	Saints,	Burnaby,	since	1993.	Over	
the	years	he	has	served	the	parish	in	many	leadership	roles.	His	
diocesan	service	has	included	terms	on	Diocesan	Council	and	on	
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the	Board	of	the	Camp	Artaban	Society.	

Mrs. Anne Hathaway MacLean
St. Michael, Surrey

Anne	has	served	the	community	at	St.	Michael’s	through	the	ACW,	
the	Sunday	School	and	the	Altar	Guild,	to	name	just	a	few	of	her	
roles.	Anne	and	her	late	husband	are	responsible	for	finding	the	
wonderful	bell,	which	now	hangs	in	the	bell	tower	at	St.	Michael’s.

Mr. Robert (Bob) MacMillan
Church of the Holy Spirit

Bob	has	attended	various	Anglican	parishes	over	the	past	40	years	
as	he	and	his	wife	moved	around	the	Lower	Mainland.	Currently,	
he	serves	the	Church	of	the	Holy	Spirit	as	Bishop’s	Warden	and	is	
an	important	leader	in	this	community.

Ms. Kumiko Mizumoto
Holy Cross Japanese Canadian Church

Kumiko	has	been	an	active	member	of	Holy	Cross	since	she	arrived	
in	Canada	in	1967.	Every	Sunday	she	prepares	the	Altar	flowers	
and	a	light	lunch	for	the	parish.	Kumiko	is	happy	to	help	in	any	
way	the	parish	needs.

Mrs. Janet Morris
St. Catherine, North Vancouver

At	St.	Catherine’s,	Janet	has	been	a	very	strong	supporter	of	the	
parish	and	the	diocese.	She	was	the	author	of	a	book	on	the	his-
tory	of	St.	Catherine’s,	Journey of a Family,	and	is	passionate	about	
finding	a	just	peace	for	Israel	and	Palestine.

Mr. James (Jim) Edward Murray
St.	Anne,	Steveston

A	life-long	Anglican,	Jim	has	always	given	generously	of	his	time	
and	talents.	As	a	young	man	he	was	the	DJ	for	the	 local	parish	
dances	for	teenagers.	At	St.	Anne’s	he	has	used	this	skill	to	“spin	CDs”	
for	the	music	at	Sunday	services.	St.	Anne’s	feels	greatly	blessed	by	
Jim’s	ministry	over	the	years.	

Dr. Charles Richmond Nurse
St. George, Fort Langley

Charles	is	a	life-long	Anglican	who	has	served	at	all	levels	of	the	
Canadian	Church.	There	were	a	couple	of	years	when	he	was	a	
member	of	committees	in	his	parish,	the	diocese,	the	province	and	
the	national	Church	all	at	the	same	time.	He	has	been	a	faithful	
source	of	thoughtful	leadership	and	wise	counsel	to	our	Church.

Mr. Keith Anthony (Tony) Pellett 
St. Margaret of Scotland

Tony	has	been	an	active	Anglican	for	most	of	his	life.	He	is	currently	
a	member	of	St.	Margaret	and	has	served	in	parishes	in	this	diocese	
as	well	as	in	Kootenay.	In	addition	to	providing	leadership	locally,	
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Prior to the commencement of worship the Rev. Alisdair Smith speaks to the congregation about staying clear of the photographer’s ladder.  
PHOTO Randy Murray

Sheila Puls, ODNW, President of the diocesan Anglican Church Women (ACW) reads Revelations 21: 1 – 6a.  
PHOTO Randy Murray
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Mrs. Sheila Puls 
St. George, Fort Langley

Sheila	has	been	an	important	part	of	the	community	at	St.	George’s	
for	twenty	years.	She	has	also	been	very	active	in	the	ACW,	both	in	
the	parish	and	in	the	diocese.	Sheila	is	currently	serving	her	third	
year	as	President	of	the	Diocesan	ACW.

Mr. Michael Roberts
St. Thomas, Vancouver

Mike	has	been	active	in	the	Church	for	most	of	his	life.	He	was	a	
critical	part	of	the	successful	move	and	transition	of	the	former	
parishioners	of	St.	John,	Burnaby	to	their	new	community	at	St.	
Thomas,	Vancouver.	Mike	is	known	as	someone	who	will	step	in	
to	help	with	a	smile	and	with	good	humour.	

Mr. Robert (Bob) Andrew Rusch 
St.	Stephen,	Burnaby

Bob	has	been	active	at	St.	Laurence	and	at	his	current	parish,	St.	
Stephen’s	in	Burnaby.	Over	the	years	he	has	held	several	leadership	
positions	and	is	a	much-valued	member	of	the	parish	community.

Mrs. Joan Alma Sanderson 
St. Laurence

Joan’s	ministry	at	St.	Laurence	has	been	extensive.	She	has	worked	
in	many	different	aspects	of	community	life	and	is	known	to	always	
be	quick	to	offer	assistance	wherever	needed.	Her	big	smile	and	
warm	welcome	has	been	a	gift	to	many	newcomers	to	the	parish.

Mr. Charles (Andy) Andrew Schreck 
All	Saints,	Burnaby

With	the	exception	of	the	years	between	1963	and	1970,	Andy	has	
been	an	active	member	at	All	Saints,	Burnaby	since	1954.	During	
that	time,	he	has	been	an	important	part	of	the	music	ministry	
and	the	care	of	the	buildings	and	grounds.	

Mrs. Sarah Sergius
St. Helen, Surrey

Sarah	is	an	example	of	someone	constantly	walking	her	faith	with	
grace	and	love.	Her	work	is	often	informal	and	frequently	unsung.	
She	has	a	gift	for	turning	strangers	into	family	between	the	open-
ing	hymn	and	the	Eucharist.

Mr. Norman (Norm) Laurence Sharkey
St. Paul Parish

Norm	has	made	it	his	life’s	work	to	retrieve	the	addicted	and	the	
homeless	from	the	streets	of	the	city.	Through	the	Our House	pro-
gram,	which	he	started	and	still	runs,	he	offers	a	place	of	recovery,	
acceptance,	community	and	love	of	God	for	those	who	struggle	
to	be	free	of	addictions.

Mrs. Margery Violent Skerry 
All	Saints,	Mission

Margery	has	been	involved	in	the	life	of	the	Anglican	Church	since	
her	arrival	in	Canada	as	a	war	bride.	She	has	been	very	active	in	
many	parish	ministries	over	 the	years.	Now	 in	“retirement,”	 she	
continues	to	make	pies	for	the	Outreach	Program	and	volunteer-
ing	in	the	Church	office.

Ms. Nancy Southam
St. John, Shaughnessy

Nancy	 Southam	has	 been	 a	 long-time	member	 of	 St.	 John’s,	
Shaughnessy.	She	currently	serves	on	Diocesan	Council,	the	Ad-
ministration	and	Finance	Committee,	the	Communications	Com-
mittee,	and	she	is	also	the	Chair	of	the	Grants	&	Loans	Committee.	
This	Order	 is	given,	 in	part,	 in	 recognition	of	 the	extraordinary	
generosity	of	the	Southam	and	MacMillan	families,	including	the	
magnificent	Tree of Life	window	installed	in	2009	in	Christ	Church	
Cathedral,	Vancouver.	

Dr. Paul Grant Stanwood
St. James’

Paul	has	been	a	parishioner	at	St.	James	since	1965,	when	he	arrived	
in	Vancouver.	With	his	intellect,	his	sacramental	theology,	his	deep	
faith,	and	his	humility,	Paul	has	made	a	significant	contribution	to	
the	life	of	St.	James’	and	the	diocese	over	many,	many	years.
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Ms. Margaret Kathleen Warwick
St. Catherine, Port Coquitlam

Margaret	is	a	vital	part	of	the	parish	of	St.	Catherine’s	and	its	com-
munity.	In	2002,	Margaret	started	the	St.	Catherine’s	soup	kitchen	
program.	In	addition	to	being	in	the	ACW,	she	is	also	involved	in	
Messy	Church,	the	Port	Coquitlam	May	Day	parade	and	the	Relay	
for	Life.

Mr. Douglas Harry Williams 
Church of the Epiphany

Over	the	past	40	years,	Doug	has	been	involved	in	almost	all	aspects	
of	parish	life	at	Epiphany.	This	has	included	six	terms	as	Warden	
and	chairing	 the	Honouring	our	Commitment	Committee	 (just	
to	name	two).	He	has	recently	taken	on	the	Chair	of	the	Building	
Committee	and	the	Capital	Campaign.	

Murray Fox of St. Matthias – St. Luke poses for a photo with the Primate and with his priest, the Rev. Vivian Lam. Murray’s mother Shirley was unable to attend in person to 
receive the honour due to fragile health. PHOTO Wayne Chose

 Janet Morris, ODNW of St. Catherine’s, Capilano is greeted by Archbishop Fred Hiltz 
as they pose for her official photograph. PHOTO Randy Murray

Mike Roberts, ODNW of St. Thomas, East Vancouver poses with Archbishop Fred Hiltz. 
PHOTO Randy Murray

Professor Paul Stanwood, ODNW of St. James’ and the Primate share a whispered 
greeting before posing for the official photograph. PHOTO Wayne Chose
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Twenty people attended the Diocese of New 
Westminster’s Anti-Racism training course 
October 26th, 2013. The North Vancouver 
Deanery at St. Catherine’s, North Vancou-
ver hosted the all-day event. The purpose of 
the training is to provide education about 
racism, why it exists, and what can be done 
to eliminate it.

Harold Nelson from St. Martin’s, North 
Vancouver found that the workshop was 
very effective in dealing with such a sensi-
tive topic. “The facilitators were excellent 
and quickly created a trusting environment 
that encouraged us to approach the material 
with an open mind. Fascinating and often 

Matt Humphrey, for A Rocha, the Christian 
community agricultural project, attended 
worship at Holy Trinity, White Rock, on 
October 27th. He was presented with a 
cheque for $2,000 to support conserva-

Remembrance Day 2013 was a memorable 
one for the people of St. Mark’s, Ocean Park 
as the Primate, Archbishop Fred Hiltz dined 
with the members of the St. Mark’s Men’s 
Club in the parish hall. There were also 
representatives present from the men’s clubs 
of Holy Trinity, White Rock; Church of the 
Epiphany; and St. Matthew’s, Abbotsford. 
Fifty-one members and guests enjoyed a 
chicken casserole with Caesar salad dinner. 
During the dinner we paused for two min-
utes of silence to honour those who gave 
their lives and also to recognize the veterans 
present and in attendance at the dinner. 

Following the dinner, the men pro-
ceeded into the sanctuary where they were 
joined by the women of the parish and 
members from other churches to hear the 
Primate speak. The Primate spoke about the 
work of the Anglican Church of Canada 
within the Worldwide Anglican Church. 
He said that we are a diverse Church, a pil-
grim Church and that we are Servants of the 
Gospel. Twenty-five percent of all National 
Church funds finance our Church in the 
North. He asked: “How is your Church 

• Anti-Racism Training for the Diocese Launched in North Vancouver •
SUBMISSION Laurel Dykstra and Harold Nelson

Some key points on flipchart paper posted at the Anti-Racism Workshop. PHOTOS Laurel Dykstra

• Holy Trinity, White Rock Presents a Cheque •
SUBMISSION Neil Gray

Left to right: Matt Humphrey, Forrest Lisle, the Rev. Neil Gray and Louise Finalyson. PHOTO Ülo Valdma

• The Primate Visit’s St. Mark’s, Ocean Park •
SUBMISSION Brian Walks

St. Mark’s Incumbent, the Rev. Craig Tanksley poses for a photo op with the Most Rev. Fred Hiltz. PHOTO Barbara Walks

alarming examples of racism in Canada and 
in the Church were discussed, the roots of 
racism were explained, and ways to elimi-
nate racism were explored. It was a full day, 
but the time flew by because the material 
and the variety of training techniques were 
so interesting.”

Plans are being made to roll out the 
training course to the rest of the Diocese. 
Diocesan Synod 2013 passed a resolution 
requiring all (clergy and lay) in diocesan 
leadership positions to participate in anti-
racism training. Watch for upcoming 
opportunities in your deanery. 

Left to right: Bob Hardy (Treasurer of the Diocese of New Westminster), Raili Mazurek and Ken Lindsay listen intently at the Anti-
Racism workshop day.  PHOTOS Laurel Dykstra

reaching out?” We have to look beyond 
ourselves. There has to be a re-focus on 

“Mission.” We have to continue our work 
with First Nations people moving towards 
reconciliation. The Anglican Church is also 
active in Africa, Cuba, the Solomon Islands 
and working with the Anglican Diocese of 
Jerusalem supporting hospitals in that dio-
cese. After a speech full of detail, hope and 
inspiration he opened the floor to questions. 

A host of delicious desserts prepared by 
the Anglican Church Women (ACW) and 
the Evening Guild were available in the hall 
following Archbishop Fred’s address. It was 
during this dessert section of the evening 
that three cheques of $500 each were given 
to the Primate’s World Relief and Develop-
ment Fund (PWRDF) from the Men’s Club, 
the ACW and the Evening Guild. They 
were presented to the Primate to help with 
the Syrian Crisis, the relief effort to aid the 
victims of Typhoon Haiyan in the Philip-
pines and for use where funds can be used 
most. The Primate graciously thanked those 
present for the donations. 

tion work in the Little Campbell Valley. 
Holy Trinity had a team of 13 participants 
in The Run for the River, including Louise 
Finalyson and Forrest Lisle (and even Father 
Neil himself!). 

The Primate receives the cheques from John Braddock, who with his wife Roberta, are the parish PWRDF representatives.  
PHOTO Barbara Walks

One of the co-authors of the article about 
Archdeacon John Bailey’s retirement, on 
page 14 of the December 2013 Topic, was 

incorrectly identified as Gerry Starsgaard, 
his name is Gerry Stensgaard. We sin-
cerely apologize for this error. • Editor 

• Errata •
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It is with sadness that I write to inform 
you of the tragic death of the Rev. David 
Dingwall on Tuesday, November 26th, 
2013, resulting from injuries sustained in a 
fire at the Episcopal Church of St. Paul-by-
the-Sea, Ocean City in Maryland. 

David graduated with a BA from the 
University of Victoria in 1984 and a Mas-
ters of Divinity from Emmanuel and St. 
Chad, Saskatoon in 1988. He was ordained 
deacon in May 1988 and priest in Decem-
ber 1988. He served as Rector of Christ 
Church Alert Bay, BC in the Diocese of BC 
and priest-in-charge of St. George’s, King-

To say that West Vancouver’s St. Christo-
pher’s Church was a work in progress under 
wraps was actually true for much of the past 
summer and fall. The bell tower was rotten, 
and the possibility of one of the parishio-
ners being literally bonged out became a 
worrisome truth. Along with the bell tower, 
it was discovered that the window frames in 
the three stained glass window walls were 
also rotten. They were in need of aesthetic 
repair and structural repair as the vertical 
beams, integral load-bearing parts of the 
building, had also been affected by the rot.

Using the expertise of parishioner Dr. 
John Ruddick (Professor of Forestry at the 
University of British Columbia),The Rev. 
Michael McGee, Wardens Doreen Pewsey, 
Ron Wood, Vivienne Adams and treasurer 
Sandy Aird contacted several companies 
and  together worked out a plan. BRG 
Construction was hired with Nova Glass 
to undertake the work.

Following the repair of the east window, 
the committee authorized the repair of 
the other two windows and the basement 
windows as well. 

The Rev. Ruth Monette has been appointed 
Acting Director for Mission and Ministry 
Development effective December 1st, a 
senior position of Synod staff. Ruth comes 
to this position from her time as interim 
priest-in-charge at St. Helen’s, Surrey. She 
brings with her experience in interim 
ministry, program administration and 
faith formation, and prior to her appoint-
ments was a member of the Ministry and 
Congregational Development Committee 
(MCDC).

The Rev. Roberta Fraser has been 
assigned as interim priest-in-charge at St. 
Helen’s as they complete their process of 
discernment in their search for a new Rector.

The Rev. Wilmer Toyoken has been 
appointed priest-in-charge (¾ time) and 
without term at St. Michael’s, Broadway. 
St. Michael’s is a vital community and con-
tinues to grow in sustainability with a long-
term goal of full-time ordained leadership.

The Rev. Gail Newell, at the request 
of the Wardens, has been given a one-year 
extension as priest-in-charge at Christ 
Church, Hope.

The Rev. Sarah Tweedale has announced 
her resignation as temporary priest-in-
charge of St. Martin’s, North Vancouver 
effective January 15th, 2014. St. Martin’s 
has begun a process of discernment. 

The Metropolitan, Archbishop Privett, 
has set the date of Ordination and Con-
secration of Bishop-elect, the Rev. Canon 
Melissa M. Skelton as St. David’s Day, 2014 
(Saturday, March 1st). Further information 
such as location and timing will be made 
available in a future issue of Topic and on 
the web as soon as that information is 
available. 

• Fundraising for Repairs at St. Christopher’s, West Vancouver •
SUBMISSION Hilary Clark

 The Iconic North-facing window of St. Christopher’s.

• Clergy News •
From the Desk of the Executive Archdeacon of the Diocese,  

the Venerable G. Douglas Fenton

 The Rev. Father Wilmer Toyoken.

• In Memoriam •
SUBMISSION The Venerable G. Douglas Fenton

come in the Diocese of New Westminster 
from 1989 to 1991. David was also very 
engaged in the ministry of Camp Artaban.

Following a period of ministry in the 
Diocese of Kootenay Father Dingwall trans-
lated to The Episcopal Church and, in 2003, 
he began as Rector of St. Paul-by-the-Sea, 
Ocean City in the Diocese of Easton.

He is survived by Brenda, his wife and 
their three sons.

The funeral for the Rev. David Dingwall 
was held Tuesday, December 3rd, 2013, at 
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Ocean City 
in Maryland. 

The Rev. Ruth Monette.

The Rev. Gail Newell.

The Rev. Canon Melissa Skelton.

The Rev. Sarah Tweedale.

BRG Construction recommended that 
since access to the bell platform was easier 
than had originally been thought, they 
developed a plan that was approved, result-
ing in the manufacture and installation of 
a bell tower as a gift to St. Christopher’s 
for which the entire congregation is truly 
grateful.

The next challenge is to raise the funds 
to pay for the work. The total cost was 
$86,000. A “windows cam (pane)” has been 
initiated, and a drawing has been placed in 
the parish hall of the north window with 
most of the coloured panes empty.  As each 
donation reaches $1,200 originating artist 
Elizabeth Cox will colour in a new pane.

Several fundraising schemes are in the 
making, and St. Christopher’s hopes to have 
the debt paid off within the year. A dona-
tion book in the narthex records special 
donations given in memory of loved ones. 
All amounts are anonymous. 

Everyone is invited to the Church 
services to enjoy the spirit of the parish 
and to take a look and appreciate the work 
completed this fall to the glory of God. 

Vivienne Adams, deputy warden; Sandy Aird, treasurer; and Elizabeth Cox, artist take a good look at the graphics charting the 
progress of the Window Cam (Pane). PHOTO Hilary Clark
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Report on the World Council of Churches 10th Assembly in Korea
KA	HYuN	MACKENZIE	SHIN
Deacon, St. Stephen the Martyr, Burnaby

What is the World Council of Churches?
The World Council of Churches (WCC) is composed 
of 345 Churches numbering 560 million Christians in 
110 countries. Most Orthodox, Protestant and Anglican 
Churches belong, but Roman Catholics do not. The Vati-
can sent 30 Official Observers and the Greetings of Pope 
Francis. 

Korea is evidently the WCC’s biggest Assembly — over 
6,000 people from 100 countries came to Busan. It was 
preceded by four Pre-Assemblies that we also attended. 
The Assembly itself was October 30th to November 8th, 
2013. Afterwards, my husband Roddy and I spent a week 
in Seoul as the guests of the Anglican Primate of Korea, 
Archbishop Paul Kim.

The WCC’s purpose is Christian unity — that we 
as Christians worldwide will indeed become one “Holy 
Catholic and Apostolic Church” just as we all pray will 
happen when we recite the Nicene Creed.

What Do WCC Assemblies Do & Where Do They Meet?

WCC	Assemblies	have	three	purposes:
	 1.	To	assemble	Christian	member	Churches	worldwide	 
	 	 together	to	reaffirm	and	celebrate	our	common	 
	 	 confession	of	Jesus	Christ	and	to	pray	together	for	one	 
	 	 Holy	Catholic	Apostolic	Church;

	 2.	To	receive	reports	of	the	WCC’s	work	with	its	members	 
	 	 and	its	partners	in	the	seven	years	since	the	preceding	 
	 	 Assembly;

	 3.	As	the	WCC’s	highest	decision-making	body,	the	Assembly	 
	 	 is	the	time	to	set	WCC	Policy	and	Program	Guidelines	for	 
	 	 the	years	to	come.

The WCC’s first Assembly was in Amsterdam in 1948. 
The sixth was in Vancouver in 1983. The most recent was 
in Brazil in 2006. Given that the 10th was in Busan, my 
being a Canadian-Korean fluent in Korean and English, 
who understands Korean culture greatly enriched our 

WCC experience. 
The 10th Assembly’s theme was God of Life: Lead Us to 

Justice and Peace. The Assembly featured seven plenaries, 
21 ecumenical conversations, 80 workshops, innumerable 
daily Bible study groups and over 100 exhibit booths. There 
were concerts and arts performances as well. 

For more information please contact
The Reverend Ruth Monette: 604.684.6306 X219

rmonette@vancouver.anglican.ca

The Street Outreach Initiative
at St. James’, Vancouver

Kerrisdale/Marpole Community Pastoral 
Resource Centre | at St. Faith’s, Vancouver

Sycamore Commons Community Permaculture 
Project | at St. David & St. Paul, Powell River

2014-2015 
care + share recipients are:

the cost of
not giving

is far greater

Official Anglican Church of Korea Photograph of Roddy; Ka Hyun; Anglican Primate of Korea, Archbishop Paul Kim; and the Archbishop of Canterbury.

WCC Accredited Media Press Conferences 
Roddy and I were two of the 143 International Accredited 
Media. As well, there were over 300 Korean Accredited 
Media and many of the events were televised. We attended 
numerous press conferences. In my view, the Archbishop

Roddy, with the Rev. Father Michael Lampsley, at the November 6th book launch.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17



JANUARY 201417

Ka Hyun with her sister Jisan at the Canadian Memorial located in the United Nations Memorial Cemetery in Busan.

of Canterbury’s Press Conference would be of significant 
interest to Canadian Anglicans. Here are the final two 
questions asked at the press conference (I asked the final 
question), and his answers:

Penultimate Question: 
What	hopes	and	expectations	do	you	have	for	this	Assembly?

Archbishop of Canterbury:	Most	important	of	all,	a	broader	vision	
of	our	Global	Church.	Being	here	 is	a	wonderful	experience	 for	
me.	Being	here	gives	me	the	profound	sense	God’s	Church	is	so	
extraordinary	and	miraculous	globally.	Praise	God!

Concluding Question: 
The understanding of theology is very different between the 
east and the west. Given these differences, how do we pull 
together	in	unity?

Archbishop of Canterbury:	That	is	the	work	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	The	
work	of	God,	the	Spirit	of	God,	brings	together	the	family	of	God.	

Six WCC Highlights
Because of the sheer size of the Assembly, and the multitude 
of events offered, some of which ran concurrently, it was 
necessary for us to make decisions about which events we 
would attend. From this massive immersion in Global 
Christianity, Roddy and I chose six WCC highlights:

	 1.	This	“Praying	Assembly”	started	and	concluded	each	day	with 
	 	 several	 thousand	of	 us	worshipping	 together	 in	 different	 
	 	 languages	in	awesome	global	Christian	unity.	Each	day	began	 
	 	 with	a	half	hour	Morning	Prayer	Service	followed	by	an	hour	of	 
	 	 Bible	Study,	and	concluded	with	a	half	hour	Evening	Prayer 
	 	 Service.	This	“Praying	Assembly”	awakened	our	sleeping	spirits	 
	 	 to	 the	power	 of	 the	Holy	 Spirit	working	 in	 us	 across	 the	 
	 	 continents.	

	 2.	The	Pre-Assembly	 for	 a	Community	of	Men	and	Women	at	 
	 	 which	I	heard	so	many	stories	of	violence	in	the	world,	especially	 
	 	 towards	women	and	children	overwhelmed	me.	Many	tears	 
	 	 were	shed	in	Busan.	

	 3.	The	Pre-Assembly	 for	 Indigenous	Peoples	deeply	 impressed	 
	 	 Roddy.	The	National	 Indigenous	 Anglican	 Bishop	 of	 the	 
	 	 Anglican	Church	of	Canada,	the	Rt.	Rev.	Mark	MacDonald	played	 
	 	 a	major	 role,	and	during	 the	Assembly	he	was	elected	WCC 
	 	 President	for	North	America.		At	the	Assembly,		Roddy	participated	 
	 	 in	the	Hearing the Voices of the Marginalized	workshop,	which 
	 	 focused	on	Australia’s	Aboriginals.	The	experiences	of	Indigenous	 
	 	 Peoples	worldwide	are	depressingly	similar	to	those	of	Canada’s	 
	 	 First	Nations.	The	Anglican	Communion	 is	working	 to	 right	 
	 	 these	wrongs.

	 4.	Archbishop	of	Canterbury,	the	Most	Rev.	Justin	Welby	deeply	 
	 	 touched	our	hearts.	He	 is;	personal,	gracious,	 articulate	and	 
	 	 courageous.	He	is	filled	with	the	Holy	Spirit.	His	Address	to	the	 
	 	 plenary,	his	press	conference	and	his	sermons	were	magnificent	 
	 	 Christianity.	He	knows	who	he	 is	 and	what	he	believes.	He	 
	 	 proclaimed	that	as	Anglicans:	“We	are	called	to	be	a	Church 
	 	 courageous,	Holy	and	Christ	obsessed.”		When	I	privately	asked	 
	 	 him	 for	 a	blessing,	 for	me	personally	 and	also	 for	my	new	 
	 	 Anglican	Canadian-Korean	Ministry,	he	both	blessed	me	and	 
	 	 gave	me	a	half	hour	of	pastoral	care,	which	I	will	treasure	always.	

	 5.	Anglican	Father	 the	Rev.	Michael	 Lapsley,	 SMM	 (Society	of	 
	 	 the	 Sacred	Mission)	 and	 the	 launch	of	 his	 autobiography 
  Redeeming the Past — My Journey from Freedom Fighter to Healer 
  and	his	powerful	WCC	Closing	Prayer	 Service	Homily	were	 
	 	 profound.	Father	Michael	became	a	 freedom	fighter	against	 
	 	 apartheid	in	South	Africa	at	the	height	of	white	supremacist	 
	 	 repression.	He	 lost	both	hands	and	an	eye	to	a	 letter	bomb.	 
	 	 God	then	transformed	him	from	freedom	fighter	into	healer.	 
	 	 We	will	not	forget	his	humorous	and	gentle	presence.	

	 6.	Roddy	and	I	were	made	to	feel	very	welcome	and	loved	by	the	 
	 	 Anglican	Church	of	Korea.	Bishop	of	Busan,	Onesimus	Park	and	 
	 	 the	Primate	of	Korea,	Archbishop	Paul	Kim	were	marvelous.	 
	 	 Highlights	in	Seoul	as	Archbishop	Kim’s	personal	guests	included:	 
	 	 the	Service	of	Remembrance	at	the	Anglican	Cathedral	in	which	 
	 	 Canadian	diplomats	and	military	participated,	seeing	first-hand	 
	 	 the	remarkable	work	the	Anglican	Church	of	Korea	 is	doing	 
	 	 to	help	 the	homeless,	 and	experiencing	 in	 the	Cathedral	 a 
	 	 competition	of	21	Anglican	Church	Choirs.	We	were	immersed	 
	 	 in	 the	glorious	music	of	 some	of	Christianity’s	finest	hymns	 
	 	 sung	with	devout	enthusiasm.	

Many other events warrant mention, such as the Peace 
Plenary chaired by the Most Rev. Dr. Thabo Cecil Makgoba, 
Anglican Archbishop of Cape Town, South Africa and 
the impressive Complexity of Christian-Muslim Relations 
in	Africa workshop of the Rev. Dr. Johnson Mbillah of 
Kenya. Plenaries included greetings in person by Christian 
Leaders worldwide such as the Archbishop of Canterbury. 
The Prime Minister welcomed us to Korea, and praised the 
work of the WCC. In addition to the formal programs there 
were remarkable conversations in hallways and at meals. 
We became friends with Christians from every continent. 

It was overwhelming. It was wonderful. 

United Nations Memorial Cemetery in Korea
To pay our respects to Canada’s Fallen in Korea, Roddy, 
my sister Jisan and I visited the United Nations Memorial 
Cemetery for the 16 nations who fought together under 
the United Nations flag in the Korean War. Canada sent 
the third largest armed contingent to Korea, and has the 
third largest number of fallen soldiers in this Cemetery. 
The landscaping is superb, and immaculately maintained. 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

Ka Hyun with Veronica Park, wife of Bishop Onesimus Park of Busan sitting among the 5,000 at Gathering Prayer at the Opening of the 10th Assembly of the WCC. 

Canada’s Memorial is a powerful sculpture of a Canadian 
soldier with two Korean children — one child holding 
maple leaves and the other Roses of Sharon, Korea’s national 
flower. Over 300,000 people visit this Cemetery each year. 

Concluding Summation 
In Busan, we experienced the Anglican Communion and 
Global Christianity at its finest. Our hearts sing for joy 
to glorify God. God nourished our spirits at the WCC. 
Thanks be to God. 

One of 21 Anglican Choirs competing at St. Mary – St. Nicholas Anglican Cathedral in Seoul on November 10th, 2013. PHOTO Roddy MacKenzie
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Celebration of New Ministry at  
Holy Trinity Cathedral, New Westminster
Randy MuRRay
Diocesan Communications Officer and Topic Editor

The Ven. John Bailey presided over his last Holy Eucharist 
liturgy as Rector of Holy Trinity Cathedral (HTC) on 
October 27th, 2013, retiring after 15 years as HTC’s Rec-
tor, leaving two open positions to fill. As the Archdeacon 
of Westminster he shared ministry and oversight with 
the diocesan Bishop; as Rector of a busy parish he shared 
ministry with everyone in the congregation. HTC has a lot 
going on and they are not a community that spends a lot of 
time thinking about what they are going to do, they get it 
done. So it wasn’t surprising that a few weeks before Arch-
deacon Bailey’s last worship service the parish leadership 
in consultation with senior diocesan clergy gladly accepted 
the appointment of the Rev. Dale Yardy as Rector of Holy 
Trinity Cathedral and leader of their shared ministry. 

Likewise, the Diocesan Administrator, the Very Rev. 
Peter Elliott, after consulting with the Executive Archdea-
con, Archdeacons, Regional Deans and clergy appointed 
the Rev. Grant Rodgers, the recently commissioned 
Regional Dean of Westminster and Rector of St. John’s, 
Port Moody to the senior leadership role of Archdeacon. 

These two appointments set the stage for a Celebration 
of New Ministry Eucharist seldom seen, the Induction of 
a Rector and the Collation of an Archdeacon and that is 
what was experienced by the congregation gathered in a 
very full HTC on the evening of November 5th, 2013.

HTC is a great venue for a “big” liturgy, with its large 
chancel, spacious aisles and high ceiling serving as a more 
than appropriate setting for wonderful music led by Organ-
ist/Director of Music, George Ryan and the HTC Choir; 
sharing of scripture and prayer; and the commitment of a 
new Rector and a new Archdeacon to their new ministries. 

The Processional Hymn, Holy, Holy, Holy created a 
spiritual context for the service as the many clergy processed 
up the main aisle through the nave toward the Altar, taking 
their places in the chancel stalls. There was a contingent 
of parishioners from St. John’s, Sardis — Dale’s previous 
parish — it was a moving sight to see Dale processing with 
the Wardens of HTC as the many in the pews who had 
made the long drive from the Fraser Valley to share this 
moment with him sang the well-known hymn of praise 
with great enthusiasm.

Dale is from Australia, and it was a great joy for him 
and a great treat for the congregation gathered that evening 
to have as guest preacher, his friend the Rev. Stuart Soley, 
Rector of St. Mark’s Anglican Church, Fitzroy in the Dio-
cese of Melbourne, Australia. 

After a brief prayer, the Rev. Stoley paused, looked out 
at the congregation and said, “G’day,” the iconic Aussie 
greeting. The congregation laughed heartily and the ice 
(not that there was much ice) was broken. The Rev. Stoley 
spoke about what it means to be a Christian in the con-
temporary world. Christians are not cogs in a machine, 
not customers, not clients, nor are we faceless consumers,

The Rev. Dale Yardy in the front pew on the west side of HTC awaits his induction.The clergy process through the Chancel and into the stalls singing Holy, Holy, Holy. In the foreground is organist George Ryan.

The Rev. Carole Neilson offers the Second Reading, 2 Corinthians 4: 1 – 6.

The soon to be Archdeacon of Westminster, the Ven. Grant Rodgers is presented to the Dean for collation by the Executive Archdeacon.CONTINUED ON PAGE 19
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“by our baptism we are the image of Christ.” As Christians 
we “are challenged by the culture and the circumstances in 
which we live.” Later in his address he made reference to the 
Gospel reading, John 15: 9 – 16 drawing the attention of 
the congregation to the key word, abide. The phrase, abide 
in my love appears three times in the first two sentences of 
this gospel text. 

Abide	•	to	wait	patiently	with	tolerance	and	understanding.	

He then went on to say that the function of the parish 
priest can be reduced to three main actions:

	 1.	Celebrate	the	Sacraments
	 2.	Proclaim	the	Word
	 3.	Build	the	Community

“Father Dale knows how these three things give life. But 
Father Dale is the type of person who is aware of the 
dynamic nature of God. He questions and he ponders and 
works to Abide	in	the	One who calls us His friends.” Stuart 
then explored what bonds us together as a sacramental faith 
community, “we were made one in Him, when we were 
drawn from the baptismal waters… our differences all melt 
away as we form into the Body of Christ at the Eucharist.” 

Following the sermon, Dean Peter Elliott explained that 
there would be “a couple of tasks to accomplish this evening 

The new Rector of HTC accepts the Canons of the Diocese presented by Rector’s Warden, Birgit Petersen.

Guest Preacher, the Rev. Stuart Soley, Rector of St. Mark’s Anglican Church, Fitzroy in the Diocese of Melbourne, Australia. The Executive Archdeacon and the new Priest sign the Oaths.

and that they need to be done in sequence.” He pointed 
out that in order to have an Archdeacon to welcome the 
new incumbent to the Archdeaconry it would now be 
necessary to collate the new Archdeacon before going any 
further with the induction. 

Grant Rodgers was presented to the Dean by the Ven. 
Douglas Fenton, Executive Archdeacon of the Diocese of 
New Westminster and after promising to “perform loyally 
and faithfully” all his ministerial duties of diocesan lead-
ership the Dean installed the new Archdeacon with these 
words, “I install you, Grant, as Archdeacon of Westmin-
ster with a stall in Christ Church Cathedral Choir and as 
a member of the Cathedral Chapter, The Lord preserve 
your going out and your coming in from this time forth 
for evermore.”

With the new Archdeacon collated, it was time for the 
Covenant in Ministry. The Oaths and Declarations were 
administered by the Executive Archdeacon who also read 
the License. The new Priest and congregation committed 
themselves to their shared ministry and Dale signed the 
necessary documents witnessed by the congregation. The 
Symbols of Ministry were presented by nine members of 
the congregation, Dale was then presented by the Dean 
to the parish to enthusiastic applause, the HTC Wardens 
and newly collated Archdeacon of Westminster welcomed 

the Rev. Dale Yardy and then the intercession was offered 
followed by the Peace and the Eucharist. 

The Parish of HTC is a faith community passion-
ately committed to ministry in their New Westminster 
neighbourhood. They want to reach out and share with 
the growing numbers of new residents moving into the 
downtown area of the Royal City the abundant life that can 
be experienced by becoming disciples of Jesus Christ. Not 
just with church services and words but with action and 
accomplishment. Working closely with the City of New 
Westminster and the diocese an HTC committee chaired 
by the recently retired Archdeacon John Bailey are working 
towards preservation and seismic upgrading of the historic 
HTC structure. But this project is not just for church folks; 
it is for the benefit of as many people as possible. The 
project is to be enabled by a revenue-generating market 
housing/church amenities (outreach and compassionate 
service) building proposed for the location of the current 
Church hall site. 

Please keep the Rev. Dale Yardy, the Rev. Christine 
Magrega, the Rev. Carole Neilson, the Ven. Grant Rodgers, 
the Wardens and Parish of Holy Trinity Cathedral and the 
parishes and parishioners of the Westminster Archdeaconry 
in your thoughts and prayers as they embark together on 
this new journey. 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18

A lighthearted moment following the presentation of a vessel of water.
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News & Events for Youth in the Diocese of New Westminster

YOUTH CONNECTIONS

contact 
Diocesan Youth Coordinator Phil Colvin 
pcolvin@vancouver.anglican.ca	 
604.684.6306	ext.	225	(Wednesdays	and	Fridays)

youth groups
For	Parish	Youth	Groups	go	to	http://tinyurl.com/DNW-Youth

In the middle of November, a small group of diocesan 
youth leaders gathered for a day of training organized by 
the Diocesan Youth Movement and led by Marion Little, 
Canon Pastor in the Diocese of British Columbia. As well 
as administering their Screening in Faith policy, Marion 
has been developing a partnership with the Canadian 
Red Cross, which trains diocesan leaders in the renowned 
RespectED program, Prevention in Motion, which is a com-
prehensive training on Violence and Abuse Prevention. This 
partnership, the only one of its kind between the Red Cross 
and a Church in Canada, means that as well as undertak-
ing training which helps respond to issues of sexual abuse 
and misconduct, leaders in the Diocese of BC also have 
the resources to proactively create safer environments and 
identify the indicators of abuse and neglect in the lives of 
children, young people and vulnerable adults.

Marion began her session with Diocese of New West-
minster leaders by talking about the concept of sanctuary. 
The group was invited to share their own sense of what 
sanctuary is, and to consider what those outside the Church 
seek as they yearn for sanctuary. Safe Church training helps 
leaders to purposefully and prayerfully create unconditional 
sanctuaries, and Marion’s work in the Diocese of BC has 
been to develop a program, which can be visibly seen and 
trusted by the wider community. Offering the RespectED 
program is a key piece of building that trust. This is the 
same training used by schools, youth sports leagues and 
other agencies which serve young and vulnerable people 
in our communities. By adapting it for our context, it’s a 

Creating Safe Churches  
for Children & Young People

PHIL	COLVIN
Diocesan Youth Ministry Coordinator

powerful witness to our communities about how seriously 
we regard our privilege in doing mission and ministry 
alongside young people.

The daylong training session helped reinforce the train-
ing we now do around our diocese in relation to our own 
sexual misconduct policy. Participants spent time, for exam-
ple, reviewing how to respond to and report disclosures of 
abuse by young people to the appropriate authorities. It 
also allowed participants to go deeper, developing the skills 
and experiences necessary to create safe environments, free 
of violence and abuse. They explored how to identify and 
respond to visible and non-visible signs of different forms 
of violence towards children and young people: emotional, 
physical, sexual, bullying, harassment and neglect. This is 
invaluable training for anyone who works with vulnerable 
people because, as Marion remarked, there are often victims 
of violence and abuse coming into our sanctuary spaces; 
recognizing and responding to them is as important as 
running safe ministries within that space.

The training was well received by those present, who 
all identified opportunities to deepen their own parish’s 
understanding and link it to the work we have already 
been doing in the implementation of our own Screening in 
Faith policy. Presently, the goal of Safe Church training is 
to match secular agency standards for ensuring the safety 
of vulnerable program participants. Ultimately, though, the 
goal is to exceed secular standards, fulfilling the Church’s 
potential as a trusted sanctuary in the community. As 
Marion pointed out, both efforts will counter the com-
monly held belief in secular society that churches are unsafe. 

If you are interested in undertaking RespectED pro-
grams in your own ministry, you can find out more at the 
Canadian Red Cross website or by contacting Phil Colvin 
at Synod Office. 

Keep Calm  
& Love God

Winter Retreat for ages 13 to 25

The Diocesan Youth Movement, in partnership with the 
British Columbia and Yukon Anglican Youth Movement, 
and Sorrento Centre, invites young people and leaders to 
join us for our second annual winter retreat over the Family 
Day long weekend!

This year’s theme links the idea of retreat to the call 
articulated by the Joint Assembly of the Anglican and 
Evangelical Lutheran Churches of Canada to be together 
for the love of the world. Sometimes we feel like we live in 
a world far away from the love of God. How can we bring 
love to the world when we feel like we’re alone?

The primary purpose of the weekend is to be a retreat: 
participants will have the chance breathe the crisp air amid 
the beauty of Sorrento Centre in the winter. A retreat can 
mean many things: chatting with old friends, spending 
time playing board games with new ones, having deep 
conversations about the important things in life or play-
ing and singing music together. All of these and more will 
be options.

The group will come together as a community for 
inspiring worship, some great games and meals. In these 
times we’ll explore how God’s love for each of us brings us 
together. When we feel loved and supported by God indi-
vidually, we can join together… for the love of the world!

The cost for the weekend is $150, which includes coach 
transportation to Sorrento Centre picking up around the 
Lower Mainland. You can register online now at www.
keepcalm2014.wordpress.com. 

“Nothing living or dead,  
today or tomorrow,  

high or low,  
thinkable or unthinkable  

— absolutely nothing  
can	get	between	us	and	God’s	love.”

“Safe Church training helps leaders 
to purposefully and prayerfully create 

unconditional	sanctuaries…”


