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CHRIST HAS DIED 

 
At Noon 
 
THE GATHERING 
 
Creator, we give you thanks for all you are and 
all you bring to us for our visit within your 
creation. In Jesus, you place the Gospel in the 
center of this sacred circle through which all 
creation is related. You show us the way to live 
a generous and compaasionate life. Give us 
your strength to live together with respect and 
commitment as we grow in your spirit, for you 
are God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
The Gathering Psalm of Praise 
From Psalm 113 
 
Give praise, you servants of the LORD; 
*praise the Name of the LORD. 
 
Let the Name of the LORD be blessed, 
*from this time forth for evermore. 
 
From the rising of the sun to its going down 
*let the Name of the LORD be praised. 
 
The LORD is high above all nations, 
*and his glory above the heavens. 
 
GOSPEL of the DAY 

 

Luke 3.1-14 
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and 
Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and 
Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to 
John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet 
Isaiah, 
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‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
“Prepare the way of the Lord, 
   make his paths straight. 
Every valley shall be filled, 
   and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
and the crooked shall be made straight, 
   and the rough ways made smooth; 
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” ’ 
 
John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, ‘You brood of vipers! Who warned you to 
flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, “We 
have Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to 
Abraham. Even now the axe is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good 
fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.’ 
 
And the crowds asked him, ‘What then should we do?’ In reply he said to them, ‘Whoever has two coats 
must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.’ Even tax-collectors 
came to be baptized, and they asked him, ‘Teacher, what should we do?’ He said to them, ‘Collect no 
more than the amount prescribed for you.’ Soldiers also asked him, ‘And we, what should we do?’ He 
said to them, ‘Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your 
wages.’ 
 

RESPONSE 
 
Reflect and Respond to the Gospel of the Day: 
1. What word(s), idea(s), or sentence(s) stand out for you in the Gospel of the Day? 
2. What is Jesus (the Gospel) saying to you? 
3. What is Jesus (the Gospel) calling you to do? 
 
PRAYER 
Individual and Group Prayers of Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving, Supplication (ACTS) 
 
COLLECTS 
This and/or other Collects as appointed are said or sung 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, 
“Peace I give to you; my own peace I leave 
with you:” Regard not our sins, but the faith 
of your Church, and give to us the peace and 
unity of that heavenly City, where with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit you live and reign, 
now and for ever.  
Amen. 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 



Officiant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
Officiant: Let us pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 


