
1 
 
Kerrisdale Presbyterian Church  
“Mission: Redeemed for Redemptive Living” 
Scripture: Exodus 3:1-12; Luke 4:14-21; Psalm 105:7-45 refrain I 
Hymns: Blest be the God of Israel 752; Lift up your hearts/Sing Hallelujah 526 (1-3,5); 
There is a redeemer 358; Christ for the world we sing 772 
May 17, 2015 
Rev. Steve Filyk 
 
Where do you go when you’re in trouble? 

Where do you go when you’re in trouble? 
 
Many of us are blessed with a number of resources. 
 We have family, friends, colleagues, our church. 
  People that we can turn to when we need advice, 
   Encouragement, or practical assistance. 
 
We are blessed with many resources. 
 And as people of faith we have that supreme resource,  

Our God. 
 
Sometimes we are slow to bring our concerns 
 To our Heavenly Father, 
  But when we do, 

 we discover that God hears us, 
    God rescues and delivers us. 
 
Sometimes through miracles. 
 Sometimes through circumstance. 
  Often through the intervention of those around us; 

people with caring hearts. 
 
This past week I was reminded how God cares for his people. 
 
 
I heard a story of a young women 
 Who was distraught when told 
  That computers weren’t allowed in her college classroom. 
 
 
 

Students had been using their laptops 
for many non-educational purposes 

  And this was creating distractions for others. 
   So the instructor had them banned. 
 
This caused the young woman great anxiety. 

Not because she needed to check in on Facebook 
But because she has a learning disability 

That affects her fine motor skills 
And makes it very challenging 

to take hand-written notes. 
 

She didn’t know what to do. 
 She knew that this would hinder her education. 
  But she was afraid to bring this up before the professor; 
   he already knew about her problem. 
 
All she felt she could do was pray. 

So she prayed. 
 
The next day the professor mentioned 
 That he needed someone to transcribe his lectures; 
  They would be given an exemption to use their laptop. 
 
And who did he ask? You guessed it. 

He asked the young woman who prayed. 
 
It’s an encouraging story: 

God listens to our cries. 
  God observes our need. 
   God intervenes in our world. 
 
Every once in a while we are reminded 
 That YES, God is present with us. 
  And we are encouraged in the life of faith. 
 
But is this all that there is to that life of faith. 
 Remembering that God is with us? 
  Learning to lean on God in times of need? 
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Today’s Old Testament lesson 
 reminds us about God’s concern for his people 
  but it also reveals that God has purposes 
   for the people God saves. 
 
Many of you know the background 
 To the story of the Exodus. 
  Our Psalm and children’s story has already filled 
   In some of the scenery. 
 
During a time of famine  

Jacob’s family relocated to Egypt. 
  They were treated as honored guests 

because of their family connection to Joseph: 
the number two person in the land. 

 
 
 
But as time passed Joseph’s legacy was forgotten 
 And these guests were now regarded as unwelcomed strangers. 

They were conscripted to work on the Pharaoh’s construction  
Projects as slaves. 

 
And because of concerns about their growing presence 

And one particularly ruthless Pharaoh  
enacted a program of population control, 

ordering the murder of all male Jewish babies. 
 
The people cried out in their misery. 
 But would anyone save them? 
  What resources could they rely on? 
 
In today’s story, that burning bush encounter 

The Lord declares to Moses: 
 
“I have observed the misery of my people… 

I have heard their cry on account of their taskmasters.  
Indeed, I know their sufferings,  

and I have come down to deliver them.”i 
 

This statement is extremely significant 
 In particular its use of verbs. 
 
That God should ‘observe’ the people’s pain 
 And ‘hear’ their cries shows us that God is aware of life’s traumas. 
 
That God would ‘know’ the peoples sufferings 
 “testifies to God’s experience of this suffering… 

[that] God has so entered into their sufferings 
 as to have deeply felt what they are having to endure.ii

  
And that God has ‘come down’ 
 Illustrates what is crucial to our knowledge of God 

Both in the Old Testament and in the incarnation of Jesus  
Christ: That our God steps into human history to save.iii 

 
As one who had made an earlier small attempt 

To rescue his own people,  
 These words, spoken from the burning bush 
  Must have sounded like music to Moses’ ears. 

 
After four centuries of oppression 
 God would finally intervene 
  On behalf of the people of Israel, 
   His own kin. 
 
Of course the Lord continues to speak 
 And this is where it gets interesting. 
  Yes God has come down, 
   but he is recruiting Moses to be an instrument 
    Of his great redemption: 
 
“The cry of the Israelites has now come to me;  

I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress them.  
So come [Moses],  

I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people,  
the Israelites, out of Egypt.”iv 
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Moses isn’t so sure about this proposal. 
 He was thinking that God would deal with Pharaoh on his own, 
  Not through a lowly shepherd , 

Someone who was being featured on Egypt’s ‘Most 
Wanted’. 

 
“And so Moses [answers] God, ‘But why me?  

What makes you think that I could ever go to Pharaoh  
and lead the children of Israel out of Egypt?’” 

 
‘I’ll be with you,’ [is the Lord’s simple reply].v 
 
When we observe instances of human suffering— 
 a natural disaster, a marital breakdown, a battle with addiction— 
   We often turn to God 

Asking God to come down 
And powerfully intervene in these situations. 

 
But what we find in this story of God’s redemption 
 Is that God wouldn’t have us sit idly 
  But call us to be an active partner. 
 
God invites us to take part 
 In God’s plans for redemption. 
 
Some of you have heard about a recent report 
 Issued by BC’s Representative for Children and Youth. 
  A report called “Paige’s Story”. 
   It was reported in the press this past week. 
 
In its 75 pages  

the report recounts a brutal story of abuse and neglect, 
  inaction and indifference, 
   that culminates in an overdose in a communal washroom 

inside a social housing project by Oppenheimer 
Park. 

 
The report’s author notes that  

“society failed to work together  
to protect [Paige]:  

Educators didn't keep her in school,  
despite early signs she was a bright student;  

health care workers often discharged her  
without an after-care plan,  

sending her back to live in dangerous places; 
 
police officers and the courts didn't follow up 

or notify her social workers."vi 
 
Paige changed schools 16 times before 
 Dropping out in grade 10. 
  She moved between shelters, safe houses, detox centers,  
   And foster homes over 50 times since 2009. 
 
She ended up in emergency or detox, 
 Unconscious or incoherent at least 17 times. 
  She was written up in more than 40 police files.vii 
  
The report notes that many ways 
 That Paige was let down by those around her: 
  By her family and by her society. 
Some might add… 
 By God. 
 
But what our lesson teaches  
 And what we believe in faith  
  Is that our God observed her misery, 
   Heard her cry, knew her suffering, 
    And came down to deliver. 
 
Could it be that God had been busy 
 Looking for a partner to help her? 

So where was the ‘Moses’ in her story? 
 
What the report questions 
 Is why no-one seemed to be  
  Interested in being a human agent 
   In her deliverance: 
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Neither the police, medical profession, social workers or educators. 
 Paige just seemed to have been ignored and overlooked. 
  She slipped through the cracks. 
 
We may not have any connection 
 To the DTE but we all know vulnerable people. 
  People who because of age, infirmity, or disability 
   Find no relief to their suffering. 
 
The question today’s passage raises 
 Is not just whether we will hear the cries 
  Of those who are burdened. 
 
 
But whether we will hear the call 
 Of the God who is looking for a human partner  
  To intervene in their situations. 
   To be an instrument of redemption. 

i Exodus 3:7-8 NRSV 
ii Terence E. Fretheim Exodus 60 
iii See Gary W. Charles “Exodus 3:1-15; Exegetical Perspective” Feasting on the 
Word: Preaching the Revised Common Lectionary - Feasting on the Word – Year A, 
Volume 4: Season After Pentecost 2 (Propers 17-Reign of Christ). 
iv Exodus 3:9 NRSV 
v Exodus 3:11-12 MSG 

I want you to take a moment to stop and consider. 
 Who are the weak and vulnerable people in my life? 
  Who are the people that I know, that are in danger 
   Of being overlooked and neglected? 
 
Who is that person? 
 Can you picture them? 
  Now listen… 
   How is God calling you  

to be an agent in their redemption? 
 
As you step out in faith may you step out in confidence. 
 You will not do this in your own power. 
  God promises to be with you in this work. 
 
Amen. 
 

vi Lori Culbert “Child welfare system failed to protect vulnerable girl: report” 
Vancouver Sun May 15, 2015 
http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Paige+childhood+neglect+violence+ended+wit
h+tragic+overdose/11055643/story.html 
vii “News Release: Paige’s Story Prompts Representative to call for New Approach to 
Helping Vulnerable Aboriginal Girls” May 14, 2014 Representative for Children and 
Youth https://www.rcybc.ca/paige 

                                                           


