
Rambling #8 – Changing Rhythms 
 
 Have you noticed how quickly the tranquil days of summer sun seem to turn into the crisp 

nip of the autumn wind?  We are fortunate to live in a place where each of the seasons bring a 

marked change and has its own rhythm and feel.  

 Autumn is my favorite season.  I love the splendid colours and the cozy sweaters.  I love 

the regathering of church and community groups and strange as it may seem, I was the child 

who loved going back to school. 

 But of course this year is different.  The splendid colours will be the same and the cozy 

sweaters from last year will still feel good, but our gathering and reconnecting are different.  And 

while the gathering and reconnecting isn’t the comfortable pattern of past years, we are slowly 

learning new ways, new rhythms you might say, to make this happen. 

 In the latest newsletter from the United Church Rural Ministries Network, Rev. W. Marin 

Dawson (retired) PEI spoke about the importance of communication for rural churches and, I 

would offer, for all churches.  He points out that the prefix ‘com’, which starts both the word 

‘communication’ and ‘community’, is similar to ‘cum’, which in Latin means ‘together’ or ‘with’. 

 He goes on to observe that communication and ways of communicating are an ever 

changing dynamic.  Even in the time of the Bible, where oral tradition was so important, the 

development of the Roman system of roads changed the rhythm of communication.  It meant 

that written communication, of which Paul’s letters to his fledgling communities are an example, 

was slowly becoming more important. 

 But, closer to our time and situation, Rev. Dawson recounts another change in the rhythm 

of communication from the church. On July 24, 1924, Rev. Dr. Joseph Joyce, from Wesley 

United Church (formerly Wesley Methodist Church) in St. John’s Newfoundland, broadcast his 

first religious service from the radio station he founded just for this purpose.  The station, with 

volunteer help and community support, continues into the present and Rev. Dawson writes that 

through the years it has had a great impact, as its signal can reach many remote areas on the 

island. (You can ready more about it at http://www.vowr.org/) 

 Coming full circle to us today, we can record that on Sunday March 22, 2020, Rev. Dr. 

Brian Goodings broadcast the first Trinity United Church morning service on YouTube.  And just 

like letters traveling on the Roman roads and Rev. Joyce’s radio station in Newfoundland, it is a 

new rhythm of communication that continues to have far reaching impact.  At a recent Western 

Ontario Waterways seminar about the way forward, one of the big surprises for many faith 



communities through this time was how appreciated on-line services were, often by people who 

were not regular Sunday church goers.  This has certainly been the experience for Rev. Brian 

and Trinity. 

 There is something inspiring about unexpectedly finding a new rhythm of communication 

for the ageless message of God’s love and Christ’s path.  There is something energizing about 

discovering that this message is finding a new audience in a new way we didn’t even dream 

about a year ago. 

           Our 2003 Statement of Faith opens with the affirmation  

“God is Holy Mystery,  
beyond complete knowledge 
above perfect description. 
yet, 
in love, 
the one eternal God seeks relationship.” 
 

And while, I am longing to connect in person again, as I suspect some of you are, I am grateful 

that despite these very strange times, the Spirit is blowing in new directions.  And as our 2003 

Statement of Faith concludes, we continue to “witness to the Holy Mystery who is Wholly Love.” 

In gratitude and hope, Mary Elizabeth 

  

 


