
A Continuing Study of the Presence of 
African Descent Members within the various 

Lutheran Denominations

Part 1, Let me get started….
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 Missionary work on the western side of the Atlantic began in 1637, as 

[John Campanius], trained at Uppsala, was a Missionary to Indians in 
America, sent by the Church of Sweden.  Jacob Fabritius is noted to 
have baptized a black man on Palm Sunday 1669, named Emanuel.  He 
had black members of his congregations in Albany, New York City 
and northern New Jersey.  Early American missionary/pastor, [Justus 
Falckner] entered the University of Halle in 1693, where he studied 
theology under [August Hermann Francke].  With his Halle training 
already in place, his ordination to the ministry in America was the first 
on the continent.  His ministry in the Hudson River valley was not 
limited to the Germans at multiple locations as he continued the work 
of Fabritius.
 L.B. Wolf, DD. Ed., Missionary Heroes of the Lutheran Church, Fortress: (Wolf, 

1975)Philadelphia, 1911. p.5 ch1. 
 E. Clifford Nelson, The Lutherans in North America, Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1975 

p.76-74.
 F. Bente,  American Lutheranism, Volume I St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House. 1919, 

25.

Lutheran American Work 
with People of Color 1637-

Copyright 2018 2

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Halle
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/August_Hermann_Francke
http://books.google.com/books?id=A4oSAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA25




Danish Work in the Virgin 
Islands 1666-today

 The Danish West Indies Company 
provided pastoral leadership for the 
Danish citizens who St. Thomas, in 
1666, and establishing Frederik 
Church, celebrating their 350th

anniversary October 29, 2016  
 Annexing the Island of St. John in 

1717, Nazareth Lutheran Church 
established in 1720

 Purchasing St. Croix from France in 
1733, the expanded mission built Fort 
Christiansvaern in 1734.  
Simultaneously the chaplain 
celebrated the first worship service of 
the congregation ‘Lord God of 
Sabaoth.’ The congregation’s 175th

anniversary year was in 2009.
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Bits of History

 Aree von Guinea born in Dutch Guiana, 
was captured and sold by slave hunters in 
New York City. By 1705 he and his wife 
were members of the Lutheran Church in 
New York. He gained his freedom and was 
living in the Raritan valley as early as 1708. 
He was known as a property owner, but 
because of a law prohibiting ownership of 
property by slaves, the deed was not placed 
in his name until 16 years later. A faithful 
Christian, Zion's first service was held in his 
home attended by his neighbors., at the 
time of and as we shall see, Von Guinea was 
a good steward of the property entrusted 
him by Providence.

 In his home on August 1st, 1714, Zion 
Church was born. The distinguished New 
York pastor here led the people in their first 
worship service in their new homeland. No 
doubt the Lord's supper was administered 
and a long sermon was preached.
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Van Guinea was 
generous with the 
land and with his 
new neighbors. 
Many of whom 
were survivors of 
the aftermath of 
the 30 years war, 
coming from the 
Palatines in 1709-
1710.  Justus 
Falkner, Van 
Guinea’s pastor 
from NY held the 
first worship 
service in the home 
of Van Guinea. 
Aree Van Guinea 
had two of his 
children baptized 
by Pastor Falckner
in 1705 and 1708Copyright 2018 5





Anton Anselm Amo 1703-1759, 
1st Black PHD in Germany

Images of Amo
from a variety of 
sources.
Sculpture of 
Anton-Wilhelm 
Amo in Halle, 
below.
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An Amo Chronology
Adapted from Burchard Brentjes, Anton Wilhelm Amo: Der schwarze

Philosoph in Halle, Leipzig, Koehler & Amelang, 1977, and other 
sources

 09/17/2012

 c. 1703. Amo is born, most 
likely in Axim, a village located 
in present-day Ghana.

 29 July, 1707. Notice of Amo's
baptism in the church register 
of the Saltzthal chapel, 
Wolfenbüttel.

 9 June, 1727. Notice of 
matriculation at the University 
of Halle.

 28 November, 1729. Amo
participates in a disputation on 
his thesis, De iure Maurorum in 
Europa [On the Right of Moors in 
Europe].

 2 September, 1730. Notice of 
matriculation at the University 
of Wittenberg.

 17 October, 1730. Amo obtains 
the degree of Magister of 
Philosophy and the Liberal Arts.

 April, 1734. Amo completes his 
inaugural dissertation, De 
Humanae mentis apatheia [On the 
Absence of Sensation in the Human 
Mind].

 16 April, 1734. Notice in the 
decanal register at the University 
of Wittenberg that Amo has been 
retained as a Magister legens.

 29 April, 1734. Amo participates 
as praeses in the disputation of 
Johannes Theodosius Meiner's
thesis, Idearum distinctam eorum
quae competunt vel menti vel corpori
nostro vivo et organico.
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An Amo Chronology
Adapted from Burchard Brentjes, Anton Wilhelm Amo: Der schwarze

Philosoph in Halle, Leipzig, Koehler & Amelang, 1977, and other sources

 21 July, 1736. Notice in the records of 
the Philosophy Faculty of the 
University of Halle that Amo has been 
retained as a Dozent.

 1736. Amo participates in a 
disputation with J. C. Petsche in 
Halle.

 1737. Amo composes a poem in honor 
of Abraham Wolff.

 1738. Amo completes the Tractatus de 
arte sobrie et accurate 
philosophandi [Treatise on the Art of 
Soberly and Correctly Philosophizing], in 
Halle.

 27 June, 1739. Notice of Amo's
'nostrification' (i.e., hiring) at the 
University of Jena.

 17 July, 1739. Announcement of 
Amo's lecture program at Jena.

 October, 1747. Johann Ernst Phillipi's
satirical screed against Amo is 
published.

 c. 1748. Amo flees Germany and 
returns to West Africa.

 1752. David-Henri Gallandat meets 
Amo in Axim, in West Africa.

 c. 1753. Amo dies.
 Posted at 01:35 PM in Amo, 

Biography | Permalink

Slide Note – Information taken from 
http://www.theamoproject.org/2012/09/
an-amo-chronology.html
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Muhlenberg/Amo
Connection.

 Anton Amo Amo
taught at Halle from 
July 1736 to June 1739 
before moving to Jena 
University.

 Henry Melchior 
Muhlenberg completed 
his studies at Halle in 
1738. 
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Muhlenberg’s travels

 Following a call to serve 3  
congregations in Pennsylvania, 
Muhlenberg first arrived in 
Charleston, South Carolina & 
noted, “A pair of black heathen, 
who are sold as slave to the white 
Christian people, came on board 
our ship. I questioned them 
concerning various matters, but 
they knew nothing of the true 
God, nor of him whom he sent.”  
He noted that the population was 
predominately black [15-1].  He 
also noted the faulty logic that if 
the Christian religion was shared 
with blacks that they would kill 
all whites and make themselves 
Masters of Carolina. Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, 

Notebook of a Colonial Clergyman Fortress, 1959:Minneapolis, trans Doberstein, John 
W. and Tappert, Theodore E. p. 1.

 The ship taking 
Muhlenberg and other 
Salzburgers to Savannah 
had an extra young lady 
on board, a runaway 
slave.  He was the one 
who asked her to whom 
she belonged, displaying 
the knowledge that 
harboring a runaway 
slave could bring arrest to 
all on board. Ibid. p.2.
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Muhlenberg’s travels

 Muhlenberg noted, “I 
wonder if it will not 
produce severe 
judgments if people who 
pretend to be Christians 
use their fellow creatures, 
who have been redeemed 
along with themselves, as 
mere body slaves and do 
not concern themselves 
about their souls.  This 
the future will show.” 
Nelson, p. 74 [see footnote 77.]

 Muhlenberg’s Father-in-law 
Conrad Weiser served as an 
Indian agent, known as a 
skillful negotiator with 
representatives of the 
Indians of the Six Nations.  
In travels with Mr. Weiser, 
Muhlenberg encountered 
scattered Lutherans who 
chose to have their 
households baptized and 
catechized, without any 
distinction based upon race 
or status in the home. 
Muhlenberg, p. 16
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Rev. Dr. John Bachman, 
A.M., D. D., LL. D., Ph. D.

 Born in Rheinbeck, Dutchess
County, N. Y. on February 4, 
1790

 Early education in Natural 
History.

 Taught in Frankfort, 
Germantown,  & Phila. while 
training for ministry

 Co-wrote Books with John 
Audubon, 1845 elected an 
Associate Fellow of 
the American Academy of Arts 
and Sciences in.[1]

 Bachman's hare, Bachman's 
sparrow, and Bachman's 
warbler are named in his honor.

 January 14, 1815, ministry 
began at St. John's Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Charleston, 
S. C., where he remained until 
his death, February 24, 1874.
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Rev. Dr. John Bachman, 
A.M., D. D., LL. D., Ph. D., cont.

 Bachman, ministered 
to African-
American slaves as well as 
white Southerners,with
open membership to 
Negroes as early as 1816.

 Sent Jehu Jones north, 
ordained in 1832 by New 
York Ministerium.

 1835 found Daniel A. Payne, 
an educator barred from 
teaching entered Gettysburg 
Seminary. 

 Boston J. Drayton was 
ordained in Charleston, 
by Bachman and set to 
Liberia in 1845.

 By 1862 Bachman had a 
Black Sunday School of 
200 with 60 teachers.

 At the same time ¼ of 
all Lutherans in South 
Carolina were Black. 
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Jehu Jones

 Unable to raise funds for 
his Liberian mission, 
Pastor Jones headed 
instead for Philadelphia.
 A pastor told him he 

would ``never be 
accepted because of his 
color,'' 

 in June 1833 the local 
synod appointed him to 
``labour as a Missionary . 
. . among the coloured
people in Philadelphia.''

Jones was born in Charleston, S.C., 
in 1786, the son of a slave who 
gained his freedom in 1798, who 
later owned a fine hotel in that city.
The Jones family was Episcopalian. 
Young Jones was drawn to John 
Bachman, a Lutheran pastor in 
Charleston and joined his church in 
the 1820s.
In 1832 he traveled to New York, 
where he was ordained by the New 
York Synod of the Lutheran Church 
with the understanding that he 
serve as a missionary in Liberia, 
part of the ‘Back to Africa 
Movement. Copyright 2018 14





Jehu Jones

 February 1834, his new congregation, 
St. Paul's, voted to build a church. In 
June he laid the cornerstone on a plot 
of land identified in the census tract as 
``150 S. Quince St.'' 
 With just 20 members, they and 

other supporters had contributed 
more than $1,000 by the time the 
church was dedicated in 1836. That 
was 40 percent of the mortgage.

 With promises from community 
and religious leaders to help pay off 
the remaining $1,300, 

 Jones was traveling a circuit that 
took him to Harrisburg, Gettysburg 
and Chambersburg, where he 
preached to, baptized, married and 
buried more than 2,700 African 
American families.
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Jehu Jones

 In 1838, community leaders whom 
Pastor Jones describes as ``respected white 
gentlemen,'' approached him and said they 
would pay off the mortgage on St. Paul's if 
he assigned ownership of the church to 
them.
 He agreed. He stayed on as pastor, but 

his backers evidently paid nothing of the 
mortgage, which fell into arrears.

 Pastor Jones then attempted to stave off 
foreclosure by putting together a 
rummage sale to pay off the church's 
debt.

 Members and friends of St. Paul's 
gathered sale items at a store owned by a 
``Mrs. Rex'' on Sassafras Street. But, ``just 
as we were ready to have the exhibition 
set, in order to be open for public view, 
Mrs. Rex was prevailed upon to abandon 
the enterprise . . . and have nothing to do 
with us,'' 

 In 1839 St. Paul's was sold at 
sheriff's auction.
 Pastor Jones continued to lead 

the congregation, which met for 
Sunday worship at Benezet Hall 
on Seventh Street.

 In 1845 he organized a 
convention in Philadelphia's 
Temperance Hall, where he 
urged listeners to petition local 
authorities for civil rights for 
blacks. 

 Bitterly stung, Jones authored a 
lengthy pamphlet in his defense. 
``I have not failed. . . . There was 
strong prejudice against me,'' he 
wrote. He died in 1853.
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Jehu Jones Marker @ 310 South 
Quince Street, Philadelphia
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Daniel Alexander Payne

 A free Black at age 19 was 
directing his own school.
 Knew the local Botanist, 

John Bachman, who 
answered the questions 
Payne could not answer 
for is students.

 ‘The Little Professor’ was 
challenged by South 
Carolina laws re: 
education of both blacks 
and whites

 South Carolina legislature 
made it illegal for blacks 
to teach or run schools.

Payne, too, in leaving South Carolina,  
went with letters of introduction from his 
Methodist Church leaders and from Dr. 
Bachman. Urged to consider Africa, 
Payne resisted. The student society on 
Missions, was seeking to support a 
student in his studies. Payne said yes 
with 2 restrictions: 1. Didn’t have to be 
Lutheran or adhere to teachings. 2. No 
training for African ColonizationCopyright 2018 18





Daniel Alexander Payne

 After 2 years of Study, 
Payne was nearing the 
end of his studies
 In 1837 the Franckean

Synod was speaking out 
and challenging church 
bodies that supported 
slavery.

 Near the time of their 
organizational meeting, 
the Synod ordained 
Payne who had become 
and outspoken speaker 
on abolition.

 Payne served a Black 
congregation in Troy, NY, 
and was ordained June 9 
1839 in Fordsboro, NY.
 Becoming ill in the first 

year, Payne retreated to 
Philadelphia for medical 
care.

 He met with leaders of the 
AME Church who quelled 
his fears about not 
wanting educated clergy.

 In 1846, his name was 
dropped from the roles of 
the Franckean Synod.
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Boston J. Drayton

 Bachmann in SC was not 
deterred.
 Boston J. Drayton 

another freedman , 
member of St. John was 
ordained just prior to 
departure for Maryland, 
which became a part of 
Liberia

 There was a mission 
school church and 
infirmary 

 Uncertain about financing
 Drayton made trips back 

to raise fund
 From Lutherans
 From Southern Baptists

 Was Vice President of 
Maryland
 Was instrumental in the 

Merger
 At the time of his death he 

was Chief Justice of the 
Liberian Supreme Court

 Died in 1861 in an 
accidental drowning
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Reconstruction

 In 1880 two 
congregations were 
accepted into the New 
York Ministerium

 Church of the 
Reformation, Hartford , 
CT

 Trinity 
(Negro)Lutheran 
Church, Greenport 
Long Island

 1877 - Rev. John F. Doescher called to survey the 
work among the black heathen. p. 33 

 1879 - Rev. Nils J. Bakke p. 34.

 1889 - Trinity, Houston, bench set up for Negroes 
at worship. Favored a Negro mission in Houston. 

 1891 - Emmanuel Barthlong entered Springfield 
Seminary, he died 3 months prior to graduation. 

 1897 - Stewart Doswell, Lucius Thalley entered 
Springfield Seminary, and graduated in 1902. 

 1903 - Luther College, New Orleans. 

 - Immanuel, College, Concord, NC.

 1904 - William Lash and James Doswell
graduated Springfield. 

 Sem. John McDavid was prevented from 
graduating because he decided to get married. -
McDavid went to St. Louis and started an 
independent Lutheran Church and School, Grace 
& admitted in 1905 by colloquy.

 1912 - Rosebud School, Rosa J. Young. 
1922 - Alabama Lutheran Academy, Selma. 

 1946 – St. Phillips, Philadelphia, Joseph Lavalais, 
pastor, accepted into Eastern District. Later 1st

Black VP of LCMS.





The Alpha Synod of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of 

Freedmen in America

 North Carolina Synod 
ordains Michael M. Cobb

 General Synod ordained 
D.J.Koontz 1880, Nathan 
Clapp and Samuel Holt in 
1884

 Not granted pastoral 
priviledges

 Not supported 
financially

 William F. Phifer was the best 
educated of the pastors
 They floundered without 

financing
 The sought assistance from 

the fledgling Synodical 
Conference

 As most could not read or 
write they were removed 
from the Synodical 
Conference.

 Phifer refused to leave his 
charge in Concord, NC

 He serve St. Philip, 1904-11
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The Baltimore Story 
St. Phillips Lutheran Church

 Moritz Heuer, a member of 
St. Peters LC saw a need for 
religious education for Black 
Children in the Ivy Lane 
section of Baltimore in 1890.

 He purchased an 
abandoned grist mill

 Taught Sunday School in 
the area near Morgan 
College

 Mission was originally 
called Our Saviour’ 
Lutheran Mission.

 Served by:
 Rev. Taylor Johnson
 Rev. William Harley
 Rev. Nathaniel Carter
 Rev. William Philo Philo Phifer
 Rev. Herbert F. Richards
 Rev. Carrington March & H. 

Neuman
 Rev. T. Techlenberg
 Rev. S. H. Mollenauer
 Rev. A. N. Fiedler
 Rev. Samuel Lewis & Mr. Henry 

Augsburg
 Rev. Francis B. Smith
 Rev. R. Calvin Jordan
 Rev. F. Bradley Peyton (interim)
 Rev. John Dorheim (interim)
 Rev. Michael B. Guy, STS
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Immigration Late 1800’s

 Lutheran immigrants came 
from Europe and The 
Caribbean.

 Caribbean Lutherans 
worshipped in NYC @ in 1913 
the Bronx

 The Danish Churches from 
the Virgin Islands joined the 
newly formed United 
Lutheran Church in America 
in 1919

 Mission Director Zenan Corbe
helped form Trinity Danish 
Lutheran Church in the 
Harlem YWCA in 1920

 A Negro Deaconess, Sister Emma 
Francis joined staff in 1922.

 January 1, 1923 the current site of 
Transfiguration Lutheran Church 
were secured in Harlem.

 In 1926 a second Negro 
Deaconess was added to the staff, 
Sister Emma Francis

 Rev. Paul West, of St. Croix, was 
called as Pastor of 
Transfiguration in 1928

 Two additional congregations 
formed: Holy Trinity, Jamaica, LI 
1934 and St. Paul’s in 1942





Stay tuned there is more to 
come.
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