
THE NEW BRUNSWICK ANGLICAN  /  1    NOVEMBER 2020

MY JOURNEY
HERE:  NICK THE  
DUTCH BAKER

A SECTION OF THE ANGLICAN JOURNAL NOVEMBER 2020 SERVING THE DIOCESE OF FREDERICTON 

“SHARING HOPE & HELP”

INSTALLATION  
& COLLATION
SERVICE 2 6 FUN AT  

YIG'S FALL  
KICK-OFF DAY 13 5th MARK  

OF MISSION:
SUSTAINABILITY 14

Blessing of the animals

THE REV. CANON BONNIE LEBLANC, LEFT, conducts a Blessing of the Animals service as part of the Feast Day of St. Francis of Assisi. The service took place at the O’Neill farm in 
Tay Creek, in the Parish of Stanley on Sept. 27. Here Bonnie livestreams the service as Jim O’Neill and granddaughter Kailey chat with her. Jim is holding Bonnie the donkey, 
while Kailey is holding her foal, Benny. See more photos and the story on pages 8-9.
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Collation, installation held at Cathedral
BY GISELE MCKNIGHT

It was an unusual service of In-
stallation and Collation of Perry 
Cooper, Gerald Laskey and 
Kevin Stockall on Oct. 4. Perry 
and Gerry were installed canons 
of Christ Church Cathedral, 
while Kevin and Perry were col-
lated archdeacons of Fredericton 
and Chatham, respectively. 

Dean Geoffrey Hall outlined 
the pandemic ‘rules’ for the 
service: no corporate singing 
(though you could hum), no 
offering plate passed, and no 
refreshments afterwards. A 
four-person choir and organist 
provided the music.

There was no procession 
from the hall to the cathedral. 
The three men sat in separate, 
well-distanced chairs below the 
chancel steps. Other canons and 
archdeacons sat in the regular 
pews, not in the canon stalls. 

Because attendance was limit-
ed, and also to allow for contact 
tracing, people were asked to 
sign up in advance. Close to 70 
people attended. The presenta-
tion of licences took place at the 
end of the service, something 
normally done in the hall during 
fellowship. 

The readers were Hank Wil-
liams and Cheryl Jacobs. The 
Ven. John Matheson preached. 
He noted by his calculation, he is 
the longest serving priest still in 
full-time ministry in the diocese.

“It’s funny how one day you 
are among the young ‘Black 
Shirts’ making a pain of yourself 
at synod, and then you wake 
up one morning and you’re an 
archdeacon,” he said during his 
sermon.

He noted the Roman Catho-
lic meaning of canonization, 
which has prerequisites: dead 
for at least five years; declared 
a servant of God; shown he-
roic virtue; performed verified 
miracles. 

“Now I know the men before 
me this afternoon are indeed 
saints — we are all called to be 
saints, according to St. Paul — 
and I have no doubt that they all 
qualify in a number of the steps 
I have outlined, but I am afraid 
you are disqualified by the first 
condition!”

John noted the confusion 
over the new titles the three men 
now hold and the question of 
‘what should we call you?’ And 
some will ask what a canon is.

“It’s best in most circum-
stances to just say, ‘It’s a reward 
for working hard and staying out 
of jail for the last 25 years!’” said 
John, adding canons in the An-
glican church set the standard of 

virtue and faithfulness for junior 
clergy and laity. 

The gospel reading was 
Mathew 14: the beheading of 
John the Baptist. This man 
preached the same message as 
Jesus: repent and believe, said 
John.

“There has never been a 
more important imperative than 
John’s: ‘Behold the Lamb of God, 
behold him who takes away the 
sin of the world.’

“Bishops, archdeacons and 
canons should be like John the 
Baptist, not only pointing the 
say to Jesus, Lamb of God, but 
also in their preaching — repent 
and believe.”

But in this generation, the 
question might well be, ‘repent 
from what?’ he said. There is 
truth, there is my truth and your 
truth, and a person with power 
may impose his truth on others.

“So where do we begin? The 

collect for John the Baptist’s Day 
suggests we have to begin with 
ourselves,” said John. “Ouch!”

He repeated John the Bap-
tist’s, and Jesus’s message: repent 
and believe. 

After the sermon, Dean 
Geoffrey led the installation 
part of the service and the Rev. 
Bob Barry read the instruments 
of appointment. The dean and 
Archbishop David Edwards led 
Perry and Gerry to their respec-
tive seats as canons. 

During the collation, the Rev. 
Ted Quann read the instruments 
of appointment and Abp David 
led Perry and Kevin to their 
respective seats. 

The men declared before God 
their promise to be diligent and 
faithful in their roles. 

The service was live-streamed 
to allow family and friends in 
other parts of the diocese and 
the country to watch online. 

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT:  1. The collation of the Vens. Perry 
Cooper and Kevin Stockall (at right), with Archbishop David 
Edwards and Dean Geoffrey Hall, and the Rev. Ted Quann 
at far right.  2. The Ven. John Matheson, Archdeacon of St. 
Andrews, preaches the sermon;  3. Dean Geoffrey Hall, centre,  
leads the installation service, with Archbishop David, the Rev. 
Canon Gerry Laskey and the Rev. Canon Perry Cooper;  4. A 
four-person choir, led by Cathedral music director Thomas 
Gonder, provided the music for the service.
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Nov. 1  
Parish of  

Douglas and 
Nashwaaksis;  
Ordination of  

Robert  
Cheatley,  

St. Andrews

Nov. 6 – 8  
Council of  

General Synod  
(online meetings) 

Nov. 15  
Parish of  

New Maryland

Nov. 22  
* Parish of  
Chatham

Nov. 28  
Diocese of  

Eastern  
Newfoundland 
and Labrador 

Electoral Synod

Nov. 29  
Archdeaconry 

of Moncton  
advent Lessons  

and Carols

Nov. 30  
Consecration 

of Sandra Fyfe 
as Bishop of 

Nova Scotia and 
Prince Edward 

Island

* confirmation  

p r i n c i p a l    
e n g a g e m e n t s

“SHARING HOPE & HELP”

The markers of our lives

David Edwards is  
Diocesan Bishop of Fredericton.

T H E   B I S H O P’ S   P A G E

Archbishop David Edwards

November is always a 
strange month to me as 
someone who was not 

born in Canada. It is the time 
when I know winter is coming.  
     We have squeezed the last of 
the sunshine out of the golden 
days of summer and the colour-
ful fall; now we stand on the 
edge of the cold and dark days of 
winter. March seems to be a long 
way in the future.  
     This year it may be that things 
are compounded by COVID-19. 
What will we be able to do dur-
ing these months? 

Standing on the divide 
between the known and the un-
known is part of being human.     
     There is always the uncertain-
ty and fragility of existence.  
This time last year, none of us 
could have imagined what has 
been happening since March. 
We have no idea when things 
are going to come to an end and 
what the end might be. 

This month we also have a 
change of years in the life of the 
Church. There is the movement 
from the “Ordinary Time” of 
Trinity/Pentecost to the new 
year beginning with Advent. 

As we prepare to leave the 
current year behind, we begin 
the month with the remind-
er that we are part of something 
much greater than we can 

imagine. 
On the 1st of November there 

is the Festival of All Saints, when 
we remember those who have 
gone before us and our connec-
tion with them. 

In that great cloud of wit-
nesses there are many who have 
remained faithful in circum-
stances of great magnitude and 
they serve as an example to us. 

The year ends with the Feast 
of Christ the King. It is here we 
recall all that Jesus did through-
out his ministry and his ascen-
sion to the right hand of the Fa-
ther. It is here that we celebrate 
Christ as Lord over creation, in 
one sense a magnification of the 
Feast of the Ascension. 

In these days it serves to 
remind us that there is nothing 
beyond the knowledge of God. 
Although we face change on all 
sides, the king is among us. 

At the end of the month we 
move into Advent, the time of 

preparation. It is here when we 
prepare for the second com-
ing of Jesus as well as looking 
back to his coming as a baby. 

In the darkness of winter, it 
is a time of renewal. We take 
stock of our life in Christ as 
we look for his coming. There 
is a sense of the light of Christ 
lighting the path before us and 
saying, “Come follow me.” 

At this time, as we stand 
on the edge in so many ways, 
there is the comfort of know-
ing that the markers of our life 
together remain constant and 
encourage us to trust God in the 
midst of uncertainty. 

Michael Briggs is the diocesan 
stewardship officer. He lives in 
Moncton.

Mike Briggs

More stewardship COVID-19 thoughts

As I write this, Thanksgiv-
ing is only a short time 
away. 

Normally it would be a time 
to get together with family and 
friends and celebrate. For a lot 
of us this year it will be different 
with all the COVID-19 restric-
tions in place. 

Soon it will be Halloween 
and Remembrance Day and they 
again will be different — maybe 
no trick or treating for the 
younger ones and no large gath-
erings and physically distanced 
at that. No parades of veterans 
and indoor ceremonies. 

As for Christmas, who knows 
how that will be celebrated? 
More on that next month.

The pandemic has forced a lot 
of changes on us and life is defi-
nitely different, but some things 
remain the same. 

People continue to get sick 
from non-COVID ailments and 
spend time in hospital where 
visiting is somewhat restricted. 
For a lot of people who have 
lost loved ones, it has not always 
been possible to hold funerals 
or celebrations of life as family 
members live out of the Atlan-
tic bubble, so there is a loss of 
closure. 

What do all these changes 

mean to stewardship? Certainly 
stewardship has some financial 
connotations, but there are also 
times where stewardship is just 
using your time to reach out to 
people to let them know they are 
not alone. 

There is the obvious loss of 
income for most parishes with 
no services for a few months 
and no or reduced fundraising 
opportunities. 

Some parishes have seen an 
increase in e-offering and some 
have started e-offering. A lot of 
parishes have benefited from 
CEWS payments, although this 
is winding down. 

There are no choirs singing 
and reduced seating available to 
keep parishioners physically dis-
tanced and no socialising after 
the service.

We need to stay in touch with 

our congregations. In my own 
parish I send a weekly email 
with a couple of verses, usually 
Psalms or Proverbs, with a two 
or three-sentence thought on the 
verses together with the read-
ings for the week and a Curate’s 
Corner from our incumbent. 

This is supplemented with a 
letter via Canada Post every two 
weeks to those not on email. 
This is using the time and talent 
God has given us to keep in 
touch with our parishioners and 
let them know that they are not 
alone. We supplement this with 
phone calls from our outreach 
teams.

 Be merciful to me, O God, be 
merciful, for I have taken refuge 
in you; in the shadow of your 
wings will I take refuge until this 
time of trouble has gone by.

Above is the opening verse of 
Psalm 57 and is appropriate for 
us to think on as we continue 
on this journey through the 
pandemic. 

In New Brunswick we have 
been fortunate and have not suf-
fered with too many cases and 
only two deaths. 

We are certainly in a time 
of trouble when we look at all 
that is happening in the world: 
conflicts, fires, hurricanes, floods 

and tornados. 
Just remember that God is a 

God of mercy who only wants 
the best for us if we but ask him, 
and the way to ask is in prayer 
both together when we meet on 
Sundays and also alone or with 
family during the week. 

Prayer is a conversation 
with God that can take place at 
any time and anywhere for any 
reason — perhaps to give thanks 
for all that God has given you 
and for the opportunity to use 
your God-given talent, time 
and treasure to make life better 
for others, and to demonstrate 
the Christians values that Jesus 
taught over 2,000 years.

I have seen examples of that 
recently in my own family. We 
have a very sick brother-in-law 
and we have been supporting my 
wife’s sister. 

She has always supported 
her neighbours when they were 
in times of sickness and the 
number of neighbours who 
dropped off food while we were 
there showed how being a good 
Samaritan is repaid many times 
over. 

Remembrance Day 2020
They gave their lives 
so you can live yours.
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Diocesan Council 
highlights 

BY GISELE MCKNIGHT

Diocesan Council met Sept. 
26 via Zoom. About 30 par-
ticipants joined the meeting, 
with regrets received from 
Kevin Stockall, John Matheson 
and Paul Ranson. This is the 
second time Diocesan Council 
has met virtually, and discus-
sion during the meeting indi-
cates it will not be the last. 

Archbishop David Edwards 
opened the meeting with 
Morning Prayer and a short 
homily. He has been leading 
an online bible study using the 
book God and the Pandemic, 
by NT Wright and drew from 
that.

“What the author says is 
Jesus is the ultimate sign,” he 
said.

In the story of Lazarus, the 
response of Jesus is enlighten-
ing, he said.

“His weeping is at the sor-
row of death. God is faithful, 
but there may be horrors to go 
through.”

He asked that everyone 
reflect on this thought: How is 
the church a sign of the King-
dom in the face of the horrors 
— not just pandemic horrors 
— that surround us?

BUILDING UPDATE 
David Peer, secretary of Synod, 
gave an update on the synod 
building. He told council they 
had received the city’s tentative 
approval to change the zon-
ing of the lot between Bishop’s 
Court and the Synod office, 
“which allows us to subdivide 
and create three lots where 
there were two.

“Next week or so, you 
should see “for sale” signs in 
front of the two properties,” he 
said, adding the garage at Bish-
op’s Court must be removed as 
part of the plan approval. 

He noted the Synod staff 
could be moving out of the 
offices as early as the end of the 
year. Secure storage of records 
will be a priority and the big-
gest challenge, he said.

“So things are moving. It 
could be quite disruptive to 
us.”

PARISH OF EAST SAINT JOHN 
Recently, the parish was dis-
solved and the building decon-
secrated. 

“We have the assets of the 
former parish and are trying 
to figure out what to do with 
them for the Kingdom’s work. 
Is God calling us to use it in 
a different way?” said David 
Peer.

Abp. David noted that if the 
building doesn’t sell quickly, a 
new roof might be needed to 
get through the winter, though 
there are residual funds to pay 
for it.

CHANCELLOR’S REPORT 
Chancellor David Bell directed 
members to Policy A-3, which 
he sought to subdivide into 
two policies,  since “A-3 was 
a bit of a jumble,” he said. “It 
reads as if it requires episco-
pal and Synodical permission 
for routine parish building 
renewal projects. That level 
of micromanagement is not 
necessary.”

David Bell’s two motions, 
which were passed, proposed 
that a new policy A-9 would 
deal with Synodical and 
episcopal regulation of land 
purchases and new construc-
tion. The amended policy A-3 
would deal with the regulation 
of disposition of interests in 
real property. Both motions 
had one nay vote.

FINANCIAL REPORT 
Treasurer Heather Harris Jones 
reported a busy summer with 
little downtime. She said the 
most important item in her 
report is the creation of an 
investment committee. 

Because the diocese has 
not been able to hold events 
beneficial to the parishes, like 
Clergy Conference, Clergy 
College and so on, Heather 
made a motion to credit the 
March shared ministry pay-
ments back to the parishes. 

“We shouldn’t be taking 
that revenue, so we’re giving 
it back,” she said, adding it 
amounts to $108,000 in total.

There were no nay votes on 
this motion.

Her second motion dealt 
with the addition of Jim 
Knight, Property Commit-
tee chair, as a member of the 
Finance Committee, since he is 
often asked to attend Finance 
meetings to answer questions. 
There was one nay vote on this 
motion.

Heather outlined the state 
of the diocese’s finances, not-
ing they are better than what 
she thought they might be 
during this pandemic. She had 
originally forecast a worst-case 
scenario of a $1 million loss, 
but eOfferings, wage subsidies 
and increased investment 
income have helped.

“But we still have the rest 
of the year to go,” she said. 
“COVID and the [US] election 
are the greatest items that will 
affect our portfolio.”

Heather noted the federal 
wage subsidy has been very 
helpful to parishes. 

“If we didn’t have wage sub-
sidies, we could not have come 
through this nearly as well,” 
she said, noting it has been 
a lot of work for the Synod 
finance department.

In order to qualify for a 
wage subsidy, parishes must 
complete a monthly diocesan 
survey. The diocese uses these 
survey results to apply for the 
parish subsidies. 

“If parishes don’t send 
in the surveys, they can’t be 
considered for federal wage 
subsidies,” she said, adding in 
August, 21 parishes qualified 
for subsidies and nine parishes 
did not submit surveys.

The Rev. Perry Cooper 
noted that he is very thankful 
for the diocesan handling of 
the paperwork on behalf of the 
parishes.

“I know of other dioceses 
that did not extend this help,” 

he said. 
Abp. David also noted that 

in his travels, many parishes 
have expressed appreciation 
for the diocesan management 
of the wage subsidies in such a 
stressful time. 

DIOCESAN SYNOD
The Secretary noted that the 
tentative plan is to hold the 
138th Synod on Saturday, 
November 6, 2021. In early 
September, the executive com-
mittee took action not to hold 
synod this year due to CO-
VID-19. 

FUTURE COUNCIL MEETINGS
David Peer asked council 
members for feedback on how 
to hold future meetings, since 
the past two have been held 
successfully via Zoom. Evening 
meetings, using Zoom every 
other time or only in winter 
were some of the suggestions, 
as was a Zoom option during 
in-person meetings.

Cathy Laskey noted that 
the agenda might be the best 
determining factor of whether 
the meeting is held online or 
in person.

As well, David Peer asked 
for discussion on the annual 
Diocesan Council retreat nor-
mally held in December.

Regarding the retreat, Chris 
Hayes noted that being careful 
and aware are constantly on 
his mind, and “even Sunday 
services are draining, to be 
honest. Trying to be ‘retreat-

ful’ — I wonder if it’s actually 
possible.”

There will be no in-person 
retreat this year, but some 
suggestions included an online 
event with worship and teach-
ing. 

David Peer also led a 
discussion on the committee-
team structure in the diocese 
and the difficulty in filling 
volunteer positions. 

“It’s time to think about this 
so we can be more agile,” he 
said. “My thoughts are to leave 
this meeting with a couple of 
people tasked with studying 
this.”

Robert Taylor, chair of the 
Nominating Committee, and 
Susan Jack, lay vice-chair of 
Council volunteered to be 
involved.

MISSION ACTION PLANS 
During the 137th Diocesan 
Synod in 2019, a motion was 
passed calling for parishes to 
discern and create Mission Ac-
tion Plans during 2020. 
     Due to the pandemic, a 
motion was made to delay the 
timeline by one year. 

“Parishes are focused on 
navigating through COVID,” 
said parish development officer 
Shawn Branch, the original 
mover of the 2019 motion. “It 
seems like it makes the most 
sense to delay.”

The motion to delay was 
passed, with one nay vote.

DIOCESAN COUNCIL MEMBERS AND GUESTS during their regular fall meeting on Sept. 26. This was 
the second Zoom meeting Council held this year due to the pandemic and many participants like 
the ease of online meetings, particularly during winter. Council members discussed the number of 
in-person and online meetings they may have in the future, with weather, pandemic and the given 
agenda possibly affecting the choice. 

MCKNIGHT PHOTO
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If you can help, please visit our website, anglican.nb.ca, and click on donate. As you  
can appreciate, this very worthwhile cause has been derailed by COVID-19, but the  

urgency for health care remains. Please donate as you can.

Update on the Diocese of Ho project from the Companion Diocese Team

So far, the project to bring a 
mobile medical clinic to the 
Diocese of Ho, our companion 
diocese in Ghana, has received 
$48,983 in donations — 
more than half way to our 
fundraising goal of $91,500!
     The project is partnering 
with the Rotary Club, and 
the budget is $273,500 CDN. 
The Rotary District has given 
$69,000.  

     Our application to the Rotary 
International Foundation asks 
for $113,000.
     The Rotary Foundation 
has been swamped with 
applications, up 100 per cent 
from last year. Our application 
is in the queue and will be dealt 
with shortly.
     The start date for the project 
is January. If the Foundation 
has responded positively, that 

is when the vehicle will be 
ordered. It will take 18 weeks 
to have the vehicle shipped to 
Malley Industries in Dieppe; 
six weeks to convert the vehicle 
to the mobile clinic; six weeks 
to ship to Ghana, via Brussels; 
several weeks to set up, and 
several weeks to train staff. By 
next fall, the clinic should be in 
operation.
     In the meantime, the 

residents of Ho continue 
without any or without 
adequate health care — truly 
worrying during this pandemic.     
     Please be in prayer for this 
project, and if you can help 
financially, please do so soon.
     You can give using this link: 
Anglican.nb.ca. Click on donate 
at the top right. Under “general 
funds,” choose Diocese of Ho 
Mobile Medical Clinic.  

     You can also call the diocese 
and donate with a credit card: 
506-459-1801, ext. 1010; or you 
can mail a cheque: Anglican 
Diocese of Fredericton, 115 
Church Street, Fredericton 
E3B 4C8. Note on the cheque: 
“Diocese of Ho Mobile Medical 
Clinic.”
     Thank you for your prayers 
and your gifts.

MISSION IN MOTION:  international

Pandemic pushes housing project back to 2021
The COVID-19 pandemic has 
created an unwelcome but 
unavoidable delay in construc-
tion of a three-unit, affordable 
housing project to be owned 
and operated by Christ Church 
Cathedral.

“The original plan was to 
grade the land on Albert Street 
and start construction last 
spring, so that three people 
would be able to move into 
supported housing this fall,” 
said Outreach Committee 
chair Penny Ericson.

“Money has been raised 
in the community, the City 
of Fredericton donated the 
land and transferred the title, 
the design work is done, and 
people at the cathedral are 
eager to help. This type of 
compact, affordable housing is 
sorely needed by the homeless 
population.”

But by March the Province 
had declared a state of emer-
gency due to the COVID-19 
health crisis, and the economy 
ground to a sudden and pro-

longed halt.
The United Way’s Hous-

ing First co-ordinator, Jason 
LeJeune, explained a domino 
effect impacted the project on 
Albert Street as well as a four-
unit project on Jaffrey Street 
to be owned and operated by 
another local church.

A COMPUTER RENDERING OF the triplex of tiny homes that will be built on Albert Street, near 
Regent. 

“It was really kind of death 
by a thousand pinpricks,” 
LeJeune said.

When the pandemic hit, the 
builder of the proposed small 
houses, Maple Leaf Homes, 
shut down. By the time the 
business reopened, it faced a 
large backlog of orders and 

heavy demand for building 
materials. 

The closure of some mu-
nicipal and provincial govern-
ment offices resulted in delays 
for elements of the project. The 
two building sites need water 
and sewer lines installed and 
this type of work is back-

logged, too.
LeJeune said the delay 

is unfortunate because the 
projects are designed to help 
some of the city’s most vulner-
able people at a time when the 
vacancy rate for rentals is ex-
tremely low. Forty townhouses, 
each ranging from 34 to 43 
square metres, will eventually 
be built.

Penny Ericson agreed the 
work slowdown has been frus-
trating, but she said numerous 
items to furnish and equip the 
three townhouses have already 
been collected and are in stor-
age awaiting construction next 
spring.

“We look forward to seeing 
things get back on track next 
year so that three people can 
move into their new homes in 
2021,” she said.

More information will be 
made available next year about 
ways in which the cathedral 
family — and others — might 
be able to help with final de-
tails for this project.

MISSION IN MOTION:  shelter
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nick the  
dutch baker

BY GISELE MCKNIGHT

Saturday is a big day in the 
Stam household. Almost 
everything Nick the Dutch 
Baker, and his crew — his wife 
and children — do all week is 
for Saturday.

Because they have no store-
front, all the breads, turnovers, 
cookies, vanilla slices, cinna-
mon rolls, crumble cakes and 
meat pies they prepare all week 
are for the Saturday markets in 
the Moncton-Bouctouche area.

But Sunday? Well, Sunday 
is a different matter altogether. 
There is no work — only wor-
ship. 

But let’s back up to where 
Nick’s journey began — in the 
Netherlands.

COMING TO CANADA
Nick was 23 when he left his 
country of origin.

“Why did I come to Can-
ada? Adventure,” he said. “I 
thought I’d live in Canada for 
a year, see the country and go 
back home.”

But at a Dutch Reformed 
Church service in southwestern 
Ontario, he met a Dutch woman 
named Christine. They married 
in 1980.

Nick had been a baker in 
The Netherlands, and he con-
tinued that trade in Ontario, 
even opening his own bakery.

But then their church 
opened a school, and he be-
came the principal.

“Four years later, I wanted 
to go back to baking,” he said, 
adding costs were high in 
Ontario, so they took a trip to 
the East Coast to check out the 
prospects here.

“Frank McKenna was 
premier of the province in 
1996 and he said ‘come to New 
Brunswick,’” he said, adding, 
“It was a little adventurous and 

a little stupid.”

COMING TO MONCTON
By this time the couple had 
nine children, no income 
and no job, but Nick had one 
highly popular skill — baking.

They used the money from 
the sale of their house to help 
fund their new set-up. They 
found Moncton too expense, 
so on a map they drew a circle 
around the city, and found 
their home in Notre Dame, 
just 20 minutes north.

Then they bought a mobile 
school trailer, which became 
the bakery, though it’s been 
expanded since then. And they 
began selling their products 
at local markets, starting with 
one at the Sussex Train Station 
many years ago. Now, they sell 
in Moncton, Dieppe, Bouc-
touche and at the Boyle Farm 
— all on Saturday.

They need a small army, not 
only to bake, but to organize, 
package and run the booths 
at the markets. That’s where 
several of their 12 children 
come in. 

John, Peter and Juliana 
work daily, with the boys bak-
ing and Julianna taking care of 
social media and online orders. 
That’s a new service brought 
on by COVID-19 — specific 
orders to your door. Three or 
four other children help out on 
Saturdays.

“Everybody can fill in at 
each place,” said Nick. “I am 
always at Bouctouche; Maria 
always works in Dieppe; John 
is always in Moncton; Juliana 
does deliveries.”

Once Saturday is over, it’s 
time for rest, worship and 
family.

ANGLICANS
“We were not Anglican. We 
were Dutch Reformed,” said 

Nick, adding it’s similar to 
Presbyterian.

There came a time to look 
for a new church, and they dis-
covered St. George’s in Monc-
ton through a friend.

“We started to go to Eve-
ning Prayer here and there,” 
said Nick. “The more we came, 
the more we liked it. For a city 
church, it is very friendly. The 
beautiful prayers and dignified 
service — we felt at home.

“So I went to Father Chris 
(the Rev. Canon Chris Van-
Buskirk) and said, ‘listen, we 

are here, we’d like to stay here 
and we want to become con-
firmed.’”

Christine, Nick and their 
son Martin were confirmed by 
Bishop Claude Miller in 2014. 
Over the past few years, several 
more children and grand-
children have been baptized 
and confirmed. Five of their 
children attend St. George’s. 

“We’re thankful for that,” 
said Nick. “We are quite 
involved. Church is a really 
important part of our lives.”

One of Nick’s favourite 

times is a monthly Sunday 
evening hymn sing. It began 
within their family, but became 
too big for their house, and 
Chris invited them to use the 
church basement.

Nick plays the organ, and 
some of his children play gui-
tar and drums. It’s got a follow-
ing both within and outside St. 
George’s, with people coming 
from other denominations, or 
even coming because of their 
market connection to Nick.

NICK STAM MEASURES ENGLISH TOFFEE CREAM SLICES in his bakery in Notre Dame. Nick came to 
Canada for a one-year adventure when he was 23 and never left. Below, he and family members who 
work at the bakery take a lunch break at the kitchen table. From left: Nick, John, Christine, Peter and 
Juliana.  

MCKNIGHT PHOTOS

Frank McKenna was premier of the province in 
1996 and he said ‘Come to New Brunswick.’  
It was a little adventurous and a little stupid.

“

Nick continued on page 7
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Semi-retirement for Nick?
RETIREMENT
Editor’s note: For this story, I 
was invited to meet Nick at his 
bakery and home, and share 
lunch, which included a deli-
cious savory chicken pie, one 
of his best sellers. 

Around the massive kitchen 
table were Nick, Christine, 
John, Peter and Juliana. Nick 
asked the blessing before the 
meal, and afterwards, turned to 
a large family bible to read the 
day’s scripture from his church 

bulletin — the story of Saul’s 
jealousy of David in the book of 
Samuel. Reading scripture after 
a meal is a Dutch tradition.

Then Nick played a tune on 
the organ as the kids went back 
to work. Nick is 64, celebrating 
50 years in baking this fall.

“I’m looking to ease into 
retirement,” he said. “I’m pass-
ing the baton. Peter and John 
would like to stay.

“We’re looking to ease into 
retirement emotionally too. I 
don’t think I could sit at home 
and read a book all day.”

NICK STAM READS FROM THE FAMILY BIBLE after lunch, a Dutch 
custom he keeps alive every day at home in Notre Dame.

Nick continued from page 6 The goal is to start by work-
ing one day a week less than 
he is now. Perhaps eventu-
ally, Nick and Christine will 
have more time to visit their 
children and 28 grandchildren, 
who are spread from Saskatch-
ewan to Prince Edward Island.

In the meantime, you will 
find him meticulously cutting 
vanilla slices into equal pieces, 
trying new recipes, making 
raisin bread, cookies, turnovers 
and more, leading the family 
business that has become an 
icon in the Moncton area.

THE REV. PAUL RANSON, LEFT, DELIVERS A CHEQUE to Nashwaaksis Memorial School principal Jackie Hay 
and vice-principal Alex Yaychuk recently, after Paul’s congregation raised $1,500 to pay the student 
fees of children whose families cannot afford it. This was in lieu of a breakfast program Paul had 
wanted to start for students just before the pandemic hit. 

‘What is God 
calling us to do?’ 
Blessing a neighbourhood school  
in a creative way during COVID-19

BY GISELE MCKNIGHT 

At St. John the Evangelist 
Church on Fredericton’s north 
side, food is their thing.

They have an apple pie fun-
draiser every fall that produces 
2,700 pies in five days. They 
have an industrial kitchen and 
a fleet of gifted cooks. If you’ve 
ever had a meal there, chances 
are it was delicious.

But what happens when a 
worldwide pandemic pretty 
much forbids you to feed 
others? You get creative — or 
rather, the Holy Spirit does. 

That has led the parish 
to collect $1,500 to help pay 
the student fees of children 
in a neighbourhood school. 
That’s fees taken care of for 37 
students.

This all began last winter 
when the Rev. Paul Ranson, 
rector of St. John’s, was prepar-
ing a report for a parish meet-
ing. Try as he might, he could 
not keep his mind on the task 
at hand. All he could think 
about was the neighbourhood 
school down the street.

There was something to 
be done there. He just didn’t 
know what it was, so he paid 
a visit. 

“I met with the principal 
and said, ‘I need to know how 

many kids go to school hungry 
every day?’”

The answer was about 100 
— of the 300 K-to-5 children 
at Nashwaaksis Memorial 
School. So Paul began put-
ting together a plan to use 
their kitchen, recruit nearby 
churches and volunteers, and 
provide a warm breakfast five 
days a week. 

“I got churches to partner 
with us,” he said. “I was getting 
this all lined up when COVID 
hit. Then I just stopped.”

More recently, as his church 
was planning for fall, someone 
asked, ‘what are we doing for 
the school.’

“Nothing,” was his reply.
“But then I remembered the 

principal saying, ‘If you could 
do a fundraiser to help pay 
the student fees, that would be 
great.’”

Student fees are a large ex-
pense in low-income families. 
At $40 a child, it’s a lot of cash 
out the door just when they’re 
also buying school supplies 
and clothes for back-to-school. 
It’s simply too much for some 
families, and in some cases, it’s 
the teachers who make up the 
difference.

So Paul simply asked his 
parish to help fund this proj-
ect.

“I said we know there are 
100 kids going to school hun-
gry every day,” he said. “We 
can’t make food for them dur-
ing COVID, but we can help 
sponsor the student fees.

“We raised $1,500 in two 
weeks,” he said. “It just kept 
coming and coming. I felt we 
might get two or three hun-
dred dollars — 500 max.

“The church was super keen 
to support this. The principal 
and vice-principal couldn’t 
believe it!

“What is God calling us to 
do? Right now it’s to bless this 

school. It really points to the 
spirit of our church. They have 
a heart to love this community 
and I love them for it. They 
care for others like they’re 
family.”

Whenever food sharing 
becomes acceptable again, 
Paul wants to pick up his plans 
for breakfasts. But it probably 
won’t be only breakfast. 

He got some advice from 
Erin Hodge, who runs the 
Inner City Youth Ministry in 
Saint John and has plenty of 
experience in feeding children. 
She told him feeding kids is 

the first step, but there is much 
more that can and needs to be 
done.

“We’re hoping we’ll be able 
to offer a breakfast program of 
some sort, but we want to do 
educational things. We have 
a great kitchen and incredible 
cooks. I can see that happen-
ing as well, but that will all be 
post-COVID.”

In the meantime, there are 
many parents in the neigh-
bourhood who don’t have 
to worry about student fees, 
because of the generous hearts 
of Christians up the street. 

CATHY STAFFORD PHOTO

MISSION IN MOTION:  education



8  /  THE NEW BRUNSWICK ANGLICAN NOVEMBER  2020

“SHARING HOPE & HELP”

B L E S S I N G    O F    T H E   A N I M A L S

Blessings  
on the farm 

mals to our care.”
Bonnie livestreamed the service on Facebook so 

others could watch and participate. She met each ani-
mal in attendance, blessing them, and read out the 
names of cats and dogs whose families had requested 
blessings: Sophie and Chip Price, Max and Zeus 
MacKinnon, Sophie Fullarton, Gingy Estabrooks and 
Pepper Lacey.

Bonnie included the cattle of the fields, birds of 
the air, and all animals in her prayer:

“Almighty and everlasting God, Creator of all 
things and Giver of all life: Let your blessings be 
upon these and all animals. May our love and care for 
them reflect your compassion and safekeeping of all 
creation. Grant these animals health, peace and safe-
ty. Strengthen us to love and care for them following 
the good example of Francis of Assisi, through Jesus 
Christ our Saviour, Amen.”

Animals in attendance included horses Bitsy 
and Breeze; dogs Brie, Tulip and Benny; cat Buster; 
donkeys Bonnie and her four-month-old foal, Benny; 
and goat, Oreo — nine in all. Human participants 
include the O’Neills, daughter Julie and grandchil-
dren Claire and Kailey, plus Lou and Jacqueline 
McKnight.

Why did Bonnie go ahead with the service during 
a pandemic? 

“To be perfectly honest, I was looking at things to 
celebrate, saw the Blessing of the Animals, and won-
dered, ‘can we make this work outside?’” she said. “So 
a smaller group by invitation worked out well.”

Jim, who plays the organ at St. Mary’s in Freder-
icton, hosted the event, “because we could. We were 
honoured to say yes,” he said.

Plans were made on the spot to hold next year’s 
Blessing of the Animals service at the O’Neill farm. 

The Parish of Stanley  
celebrates the Feast Day 
of St. Francis of Assisi 
BY GISELE MCKNIGHT 

How do you hold a Blessing of the Animals service 
during a pandemic? Very carefully, with plenty of 
social distancing, it turns out.

The Rev. Canon Bonnie LeBlanc’s service in the 
Parish of Stanley is usually held at the Nashwaak 
Villa, where she often has pastoral visits, but that was 
off the table this year to keep residents of the home 
safe. She thought about holding a virtual service, but 
yearned for something a bit more personal. There 
was a dog show in town, but even it had banned 
spectators.

Then she hit upon the idea of going to a farm. Last 
year, the administrator of the Villa, Melody O’Neill, 
had brought the animals of their hobby farm to the 
service, and she quickly invited Bonnie to hold the 
service at their farm in nearby Tay Creek.

So Bonnie wrote an operational plan for the event, 
and on Sept. 27, celebrated the Feast Day of St. Fran-
cis of Assisi by blessing a menagerie of animals in the 
lower field of Melody and her husband, Jim’s 60-acre 
farm. 

Bonnie read from Matthew 11:25-30 and Psalm 
148. She gave some background on the life of St. 
Francis.

“It is said that he preached to the animals because 
he just had to share the message, and others weren’t 
willing to listen,” she said. “Today we celebrate and 
give thanks to God for entrusting pets and farm ani-

ABOVE: JIM AND MELODY O’NEILL, WITH GRANDDAUGHTERS Claire and Kailey, head back to the barnyard 
after the service in a lower field. Claire leads Benny, Jim leads Bitsy, and Melody leads Bonnie with Kailey 
riding.  RIGHT: The participants gather at the service, with Canon Bonnie LeBlanc (centre) leading and 
livestreaming.  BACKGROUND: Jim O’Neill leads Bitsy while behind him, daughter Julie leads Breeze in 
the pasture where the service took place. 
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ABOVE: JIM AND MELODY O’NEILL, WITH GRANDDAUGHTERS Claire and Kailey, head back to the barnyard 
after the service in a lower field. Claire leads Benny, Jim leads Bitsy, and Melody leads Bonnie with Kailey 
riding.  RIGHT: The participants gather at the service, with Canon Bonnie LeBlanc (centre) leading and 
livestreaming.  BACKGROUND: Jim O’Neill leads Bitsy while behind him, daughter Julie leads Breeze in 
the pasture where the service took place. 
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Fire Watch Ministry soldiers on during pandemic
HEBREWS 13:1-3
Keep on loving one another as 
brothers and sisters. Do not for-
get to show hospitality to strang-
ers, for by so doing some people 
have shown hospitality to angels 
without knowing it. Continue 
to remember those in prison as 
if you were together with them 
in prison, and those who are 
mistreated as if you yourselves 
were suffering.

BY GISELE MCKNIGHT 

The pandemic might have 
slowed down life for some, but 
for Eden and Carolyn McAu-
ley, it’s never been busier.

“Our mission keeps grow-
ing in terms of numbers,” said 
Eden. “We could use a hun-
dred more hours a week. It’s 
not slowed down one iota. If 
anything, it’s speeded up.”

The mission, specifically 
Fire Watch Ministry, is based 
in Moncton. Eden and Caro-
lyn have devoted their lives 
to building relationships and 
spreading the gospel to some 
of life’s most cast-aside groups 
— ex-offenders.

Eden works with several 
groups: men living in a half-
way house; his regular guys 
who participate in weekly 
Overcomers Anonymous; and 
a group of men on full parole 
who still seek guidance and 
friendship. 

His fourth group resides in-
side New Brunswick’s peniten-
tiaries, but he hasn’t been able 
to visit since March. Institu-
tional chaplains, like the Rev. 
John Paul Westin, see to their 
needs in the meantime.

Because of the pandemic 
limitations, meeting with his 
guys has been trying. One 
bubble cannot meet with 
another bubble, so he’s been 
having a lot of small outdoor 
get-togethers and many more 
phone conversations. And 
from the guys in prison, he 
gets old-fashioned mail. 

“It’s the new normal now,” 
said Carolyn.

SOCIETY & EX-OFFENDERS
As is always the case, the men 
who make up these groups 
come and go. Some have got 
out and re-offended, some 
have moved away, some have 
disappeared. He knows a few 
who have died. It’s a constant 
evolution of men who are 
largely afflicted with one issue 
— drug addiction — which 
has led to crime, mostly armed 

robbery, in order to fund the 
addiction. 

Society is not kind to ex-
offenders. Many employers will 
not hire people with a criminal 
record, which severely limits 
a person’s ability to work, feed 

and house themselves and 
contribute to society. Many 
work for temporary agencies 
to get around the criminal 
record rule, but the work can 
be sporadic, and it never pays 
well, nor are there benefits.

“When you come off parole, 
there’s nothing for you,” said 
Eden. “That’s why so many 
end up back in trouble. It’s a 
merry-go-round. I’ve always 
preached that 75 per cent of 
federal inmates struggle with 
addictions, mental health is-
sues or both. Incarceration is a 
warehouse.

“Addiction can be cured, 
and mental health can be pro-
fessionally managed,” he said. 
“There’s no need for incarcera-
tion.”

He points to the UK, where 
addicted first offenders are 
given a choice: enforced rehab 
or jail. Most choose rehab and 
are never back in court, he 
said. 

Often Eden is the only 
contact a person has when 
he leaves prison for a halfway 
house. He recounted an inci-
dent where a man arrived at 
the halfway house agitated and 
afraid. Nothing could calm 
him other than a visit from 
Eden, who had visited him 
inside for the previous year. 

“When guys come out, they 
come out with what they went 
in with,” said Eden. “They have 
no deodorant, no socks.”

Eden and Carolyn rely on 

donations, often from their 
fellow parishioners at St. John 
the Baptist in Riverview, to 
help men get equipped with 
seasonal clothing, personal 
hygiene products and food. 

“At the halfway house, they 
get fed, but they never get a 
treat,” said Eden. “There’s no 
dessert.”

This fall, many of his guys 
will be looking for winter 
clothing and boots. 

OVERCOMERS ANONYMOUS 
Readers were first introduced 
to Fire Watch and Overcomers 
Anonymous back in 2015. That 
group still meets every week, 
with some of the same men. 
They do a lesson — with a lot 
of discussion — share a meal, 
have a few smoke breaks, and 
do a bible study.

“I use the analogy of the 
wolf,” said Eden. “We’re pack 
animals. We have to have a 
pack to hang with. The lone 
wolf is no romantic ideal — 
they’ll die. You have to have a 
family. Often that’s us.”

For many of the men, Over-
comers Anonymous is their 
lifeline, their social time, their 
family.

“It’s a big fellowship,” said 
Eden. “Some now work full-
time and still come. Some are 
over the hump and haven’t 
been inside in years.”

“They love the friendship 
and helping the younger ones 
if they can,” said Carolyn.

Carolyn’s role in all of this 
is organizational. She sorts 
everything out, helps with 
gathering supplies and making 
deliveries, and does the meal 
preparation when the group 
meets. She is “Mom” to many. 

EPIPHANY 
Fifteen years ago, Eden had 
an epiphany after his son’s 
best friend took his life. Eden 
left his career in fire safety, 
got an education at Threshold 
Ministries and interned with 
the Moncton Community 
Chaplaincy under the Rev. 
David Way. The mission was to 
befriend the people no one else 
wanted to, and they’ve been 
doing exactly that ever since.

That has led to a demand-
ing and interesting life. Eden 
consults with doctors and psy-
chiatrists, testifies in court, is 
the adult present in supervised 
visits, ferries men and their 

CAROLYN AND EDEN MCAULAY on their 40th anniversary this year. 
Top photo shows some of the men the couple works with in their 
ministry to ex-offenders in Moncton. Some of their groups meet at 
St. George’s Anglican Church, which is seen in the background.

Fire Watch continued on page 
11

MISSION IN MOTION:  compassion
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Episcopal 
Announcements

belongings to new homes, and 
has acquired a working knowl-
edge of human psychology, for 
which he credits former parish 
development officer Dr. Ken 
Neilson.

“I’m certainly not a counsel-
lor, but we use that as much as 
we use theology,” he said.

He works with parole of-
ficers and social workers, and 
has learned a great deal about 
prison life, Moncton street life 
and drugs. He knows the ter-
ritory of each motorcycle gang 
in the country, largely because 
several of his men have been 
members.

In all this, he has earned 
trust over the years, “because 
I’m not using them, and I’m 
still there for them years later,” 
he said, adding he can never 
change his phone number.

COVID-19
While the guys inside prison 
are terrified of an outbreak 
there, the guys outside are 
largely indifferent.

“The guys’ lives have 
changed very little except it’s 
harder with no jobs,” said 
Eden, adding he’s been asked 
repeatedly if this is real or a 
hoax and been teased for wear-
ing a mask. 

Mask wearing and hand 
washing are simply not fore-
most on their minds.  

“Carolyn and I, being old, 
follow the rules pretty much 
precisely, but trying to get the 

Lack of in-person contact has been difficult
Fire Watch continued from 
page 10

guys to co-operate — well, 
they do because they like us.”

And while the prisons are 
closed to his visits, he cannot 
begin to nurture relationships 
with men who are soon to be 

released. He feels that sense of 
loss. 

FUNDING THE MINISTRY
Several years ago, Eden and 
Carolyn sold their house and 

bought a condo to cut down 
on anything that would keep 
them from their mission.

Eden still works about 50 
hours a month as a consultant 
in his old career. He also has a 
contract with the Correctional 
Service of Canada. Both jobs 
provide much-needed cash. 

They get a few donations, 
but they also use their own 
funds to keep the mission and 
themselves afloat and the guys 
in coffee and treats. 

“It’s hard to raise money. 
Many churches raise money 
for children. We look after ex-
Hell’s Angels,” he said. 

Next year Eden will turn 65 
and hopes to be able to leave 
the consultancy and contracts 
behind, and devote even more 
time to the guys.

“We often say how lucky 
we are,” said Carolyn. “God 
blessed us with each other and 
with the guys.”

Once life is back to nor-
mal, Eden and Carolyn hope 
resume public speaking about 
their ministry to church 
groups. To contact them, call 
506-866-6534.  

WHAT HAVE WE LEARNED?
“People’s problems don’t go 
away. All the problems that 
were there just get worse,” said 
Eden.

Because churches have been 
closed, there is no contact and 
no public speaking. 

“People can’t talk to us 
about the mission. There’s been 
a clamp down on human com-
munication.”

EDEN AND CAROLYN MEET some of their guys in small groups rather 
than large gatherings. 

The Ven. Rod Black has 
resigned as rector of the Parish 
of Richmond and Archdeacon 
of Woodstock, in order to 
retire, effective Dec. 31.
The Rev. Kevin Borthwick has 
been appointed part-time 
incumbent (priest-in-charge) 
in the Parish of Saint Stephen, 
effective Oct. 1. This is in 
conjunction with his ongoing 
incumbency in the Parish of 
Campobello and his mission 
duties in the Deanery of St. 
Andrews as a whole.
The Rev. Gordon Thomp-
son has been appointed honor-
ary assistant in the Parish of 
Restigouche.
The Ven. Brent Ham will 
continue as Archdeacon of 
Moncton for a further three 
year period until Oct. 7, 2023.
The Rev. Dr. Christopher 
McMullen’s appointment as 
incumbent (interim priest-
in-charge) in the Parish of 
Upper Kennebecasis has been 
extended for a year until Aug. 
31, 2021. 
The Rev. Caleb Twina-
matsiko has been appointed 
Chaplain to the Diocesan 
Mothers’ Union, effective Sept. 
1.
The Rev. Rose Steeves has 
been appointed an honor-
ary assistant in the Parish of 
Newcastle-Nelson-Harwicke.

CAMP MEDLEY HAS GONE THROUGH some dramatic changes this summer. 
The lack of campers due to COVID-19 allowed much-needed work to get 
done, including, as the photos show, two major projects. Amphitheatre 
seating is almost in place in front of the Jonathan Young Memorial 
Amphitheatre. It will add a welcome component to outdoor events like 
concerts, weddings, skits, talent shows and worship. The second large 
project seen here is the grassy field. The area was plagued with gravel and 
was never a good-quality sports field. Dozens of truckloads of topsoil 
were brought in. Then the field was hydroseeded, and as of early October, 
the grass was growing. 

Camp Medley upgrades

JOHN GALBRAITH PHOTOS

EDEN MCAULAY PHOTOS



12  /  THE NEW BRUNSWICK ANGLICAN NOVEMBER  2020

D I O C E S A N   H I S T O R Y

“SHARING HOPE & HELP”

Clergy mysteries  
We need your help!

For his continuing book on clergy in the diocese, Frank Morehouse, with assistance from Siobhan Laskey 
and the Rev. Canon David Barrett, is looking for any information and, if possible, photos, of clergy who 
have served in the Anglican Diocese of Fredericton. 
     Below is a list of clergy names that lack information and details. Please contact Siobhan (hal9000@
nb.sympatico.ca), David (barrettdavid@rogers.com) or Frank (frankm@nbnet.nb.ca) with your informa-
tion. All contributions are greatly appreciated. 
     NOTE:  Because the list is long, it will appear in sections in several upcoming editions of the New 
Brunswick Anglican.

Surname Christian Names DOB Date of Death Parishes/Employment

Sykes William Frederick 1869 1912-1913,  Gordon & Lorne

Taylor Stanley Richard 1940 1968-1969, Prince William and Dunfries; 1969-1970, St. Martins 
and Black River

Thomas Francis (“Fred”) 
Hart

1872 1908-1911, Weldford and Harcourt; 1910-1911, Upham; ?-?, St. 
Martins

Thompson Hugh Leonard 
Somerville

1912 1994 1966-1969, Grand Manan

Thompson M. (Matthew) 
LaTouche

1871 1934 1910-1932  Port (Immigration) Chaplain, Saint John  

Thomson J. (John) Sedgefield 1810 1882 1834-40, St. Stephen; 1840-1846, Andover; 1848-65, St. Patrick, 
etc; 1866-1872,  St. David and St. Patrick 

Thomson Samuel c. 1798 1861 “previous to his removal to St. George, officiated for some time at 
the Church upon Long Island, on the River St. John”; 1822-1848, 
St. George, Penfield and St. David’s

Tiffs Joshua 1760, Westmoreland

Titcombe John Charles 1934 1884, Canterbury; 1885-1893, Church of the Good Shepherd, 
Fairville

Tomalin William 1882 1944 1913-1918, Trinity, St. Stephen; 1918-1930, Shediac  (Fredericton)

Townsh-
end

George 1810 1895 1834-1845, Westmorland

Trueman George Edgar 1895 1919-1923, Prince William & Dumfries;  1923-1927, Sackville and 
Dorchester

Uniacke Richard John (III) 1807 1887 1835-1836, St. Andrews

Uniacke Richard John (IV) c. 1853 1887 1878,  Sackville

Viets Roger Moore 1784 1839 1809-1814, Assistant and School Master, Saint John

von Lutz Charles Samuel 
Gustavus

1852 1928 1891, Curate, St. Paul’s, Saint John; 1891-1893, Bathurst

Vrooman George Henry 1931-1932, Burton and Maugerville  

Wadding-
ton

William Bernard 1893 1975 1921-1923, Hammond River;  1923-1925, Richmond

Watkins Benjamin 1852 1913 1902, to Diocese of Fredericton (Campbellton?)
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Y O U T H   &   I N T E R G E N E R A T I O N A L

Youth 
kick-off a 
welcome 
gathering
It was a beautiful day at Camp 
Medley on Sept. 26 where 
about 40 youth and leaders 
gathered from six parishes at 
the Youth Kick-off event.

It was a blessing that we 
were able to gather (with CO-
VID precautions, of course) in 
person during this time. 

For the most part, youth 
groups have either been online 
or cancelled since March 
Break, and it was important 
for the leadership team of Dan 
McMullen, Sean Davidson 
and Jason Smith to have an 
in-person event to start off 
the new and possibly different 
youth ministry season.

The theme was “In-Be-
tween.” We live as ‘in-between-
ers’ — in between Jesus’ vic-
tory on the cross, and the final 
celebrations of that victory. 

In one of his letters to his 
friends in Corinth, Paul says 
that as in-betweeners, “we 
groan, longing to be clothed 
with our heavenly dwelling.”

We long for that day when 
we and our loved ones can 
truly celebrate our Saviour’s 
victory! But what are we to do 
until that day? 

Just a few sentences later, 
Paul instructs us to “walk by 
faith, not by sight.” 

Unlike last year when we 
had an overnight retreat, we 
decided to do an one-day event 
styled like a VBS event. 

Youth groups were wel-
comed with a barbecue 
(thanks to Camp Medley 
director John Galbraith), and 
worship by LJ Smith and Alysa 

Melanson. The groups were 
rotated to various workshops 
throughout the day. 

Sean led groups through 
a bible devotion focusing on 
Psalm 46; Dan, LJ and Alysa 
focused on purpose of wor-
ship; and the Rev. Jasmine 
Chandra did a creative activity 
involving Lego and paintings 
that showcased God’s promise 
for us in this time. 

In the middle of the day, 
Jason pitted bubble groups 
against each other with four 
puzzles and games that had 
leaders and youth alike actively 
engaged.  
     The team with the most 
points received a $100 VISA 
card for an ice cream and pizza 
party courtesy of the YIG 
team.  
     After a close match, the 

group from the Parishes of 
Waterford and St. Mark came 
away victorious. 

The day ended with a skit 
by the leadership team, a word 
from Archbishop David Ed-
wards and the awarding of the 
grand prize and door prizes. 

Plans have already begun for, 
hopefully, a full retreat next year. 
Submitted by Jason Smith, YIG 
chair.

LEFT:  BIBLE DEVOTION 
with the Rev. Sean 
Davidson.

LOWER LEFT:  The 
youth group from Sussex 
Corner wins the $100 
VISA gift card.

LOWER RIGHT:  The 
bubble groups gather for 
worship — separate but 
together.

JASON SMITH PHOTOS

THE CHURCH OF THE RESURRECTION, GRAND BAY-WESTFIELD, held a Confirmation service on 
Sunday, Sept. 6 that had originally been scheduled for June. Archbishop David Edwards joked 
that since this was his first confirmation service in seven months, he hoped he remembered 
how to do it. This confirmation group moved from meeting in person to meeting on Zoom for 
their classes. It was the first service back in the building as parishioners have been meeting in 
backyard small groups. Coincidentally, at the last in-building service on March 8, the Bishop 
was also officiating. Back row - Jethro Wilson, Tristan Currie, Jeremy Springthorpe, Jason Smith 
(commissioned as the youth minister of the parish), Elizabeth Logan Smith, Archbishop David 
Edwards. Front row - Angela Fergus, Amanda Kay, Tayler Kay, Anna Eagles and Melanie Eagles. 

Confirmation in the time of pandemic
SUBMITTED PHOTO
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S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y

BY JONATHAN HALLEWELL

I first met Archbishop David 
Edwards at the Outflow 
Men’s shelter in Saint John. 

I didn’t know who he was, but 
had struck up a conversation 
about sustainability, something 
God had been speaking to me 
about for a few years. 

Abp. David enthusiastically 
informed me that sustainabil-
ity was one of the five marks 
of mission of the Anglican 
Church — beginning a conver-
sation that led to my ordina-
tion. 

My interest in sustainability 
developed after a mission trip 
to Africa in 2013. In the face of 
the poverty we encountered, I 
knew that just giving money to 
alleviate suffering, or provid-
ing school education was not 
the complete solution.     
     I was troubled by how many 
in Africa aspired to a western 
life, although much of their 
suffering has been created 
by historic injustices by rich 
nations and is perpetuated 
through unrighteous global 
economic systems controlled 
by the west. 

My response to the mission 
trip was to explore what kind 
of life would “make sense” for 
people wherever they lived. I 
believe God led me to study 
permaculture, a sustainable 
system of living and regenera-
tive agriculture.

During COVID-19, the is-
sues surrounding sustainability 
have been highlighted globally, 
and I believe God is the one 
using the highlighter pen. It is 
as if the creation is crying out! 

In Romans 8, Paul states 
that all of creation is eagerly 
longing for the people who are 
in the image of their creator to 
be revealed. 

That is, the whole of cre-
ation was meant to be run, 
or stewarded, by humanity in 
relationship with God, with 
God’s wisdom. Creation is 
longing for us to do our job 
properly. 

Everything is suffering in 
the wake of global mismanage-
ment. If God and His creation 
are crying out, it is vital we 
respond. 

The United Nations esti-
mates that our current global 
agricultural practices will 

exhaust usable top-soil within 
60 years if we don’t change 
our ways. The unimaginable 
consequences of this demand a 
response. 

If our broken relationship 
with God is at the root of this 
global mess, surely one sign of 
a people restored in relation-
ship to God through Jesus is 
that we lead the way in being 
good stewards in creation, and 
show servant leadership in 
these life issues.

I believe our response 
needs to be personal, local and 
global. This year, my wife and 
I have sought to put regenera-
tive agriculture into practice 
in our own yard, which now 
resembles a mini farm. 

We are also purchasing 
seven acres on the Kingston 
Peninsula with a vision to 
develop “The Sustainable Way” 
retreat and sustainability learn-
ing centre. 

Locally our parish is look-
ing to partner with the Fundy 
Gardeners to develop some 
year-round food gardens on 
our church property and offer 
local training workshops.

As my sense of calling in 

this area has increased in 
urgency during the pandemic, 
this summer I participated 
in Climate Reality Training 
pioneered by former US Vice 
President Al Gore, and became 
a registered Climate Leader. I 
would love for opportunities to 
come to talk to congregations 
about responding to climate 
change. 

During the training, I 
was “randomly” assigned to 
partner with another trainee, 
Samba Nixon Otieno-Omum-
bo, from Kisumu, Kenya. This 
brought things full circle, Ke-
nya being the nation I felt most 
attached to on my 2013 trip. 

I discovered that Samba is a 
Christian, leading a community 
organization that aims to help 
families with urban farming 
so that they can reliably grow 
food, feed their families and 
become more sustainable. 

I believe this connection 
was not random, but divinely 
orchestrated. I believe it is 
right for us to invest in poorer 
nations in this way, in part be-
cause the Spirit leads us to be a 
blessing to all nations. 

They are our neighbours 

who God calls us to love, but 
also because the western na-
tions are so complicit in global 
inequality — and this wrong 
needs to be addressed.

My conversations with 
Samba have led to planning a 
project to train some families 
in each of these communities, 
to establish hubs for sustain-
ability through them. 

Estimated costs for this six-
month training with support-
ing resources are about $6,500 
CAD. As a short-term chal-
lenge, this is beyond St. James 
the Less alone, and I invite 
you to share in the blessing 
of helping us in this initiative 
in whatever way you can. You 
can email me for information 
about how to do that at  
jonhallewell@gmail.com .

As a child I used to sing, 
“He’s got the whole world in 
His hands,” but then I grew up 
and learned from Theresa of 
Avila that God has no hands 
but our hands. It’s time to 
realize that God intended us to 
have green fingers! 
 
The Rev. Jonathan Hallewell is 
rector in the Parish of Renforth.

God intended us to  
have green fingers 

THE SITE OF JONATHAN’S 
sustainable retreat and learning 
center on Kingston Peninsula; 
Jonathan during a 2013 mission 
trip in Kibera Slum in Nairobi.

JONATHAN HALLEWELL PHOTOS
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The Rev. Chris Hayes is a 
musician as well as a priest 
serving in the Parish of 
Salisbury and Havelock. 

Needtobreathe releases Out of Body, while missing one part

“SHARING HOPE & HELP”

M U S I C   C O M M E N T A R Y

Some remember hockey 
player Wayne Gretzky 
leaving the Edmonton 

Oilers, and the outcry that pro-
duced. For others, it may have 
been singer Beyoncé leaving 
Destiny’s Child. 

These moments in popular 
culture make for (relatively) 
earth-shattering news in their 
genres.  
     While Needtobreathe is not 
a band on the lips of everyone 
in the world, the leaving of 
founding member Bo Rine-
hart, brother of lead singer 
Bear Rinehart, was equally 
big news in a strange year of 
already strange news.  

Out of Body, the band’s 
seventh studio album, marks 
the first without Bo (though he 
does have a few songwriting 
credits on the project). 

While the rest of the band 
could get stuck in mourning, 
and worry about the future, 
they instead did what they 
do best — make music which 
reflects real life in all its up and 
downs, and God’s presence in 

all of it.
Out of Body was introduced 

as an album, “…arranged 
to take you on a journey of 
healing and wonderment. 
Sometimes, it takes a complete 
change of perspective to see 
the beauty around us…”   
     The description rings true. 
Songs about their wives, 
thankfulness for little mo-
ments in life, concern for the 
future, joy at the present, and 
songs that are just fun and silly 
make this album a wonderful 
ride.  

Bear’s glorious voice, lead-
ing this rock/southern gospel 
band, is in fine form on this 
album; the lack of touring 

and performing during 2020 
has not hampered him in the 
slightest.  

The recording and pro-
duction quality are excellent, 
giving the album a consistent 
atmosphere even as the style of 
songs changes. 

And the songwriting is fan-
tastic. Mercy’s Shore, Hang On, 
Who Am I, and Survival are 
standouts among a very strong 
album. 

Mercy’s Shore is a great 
opener, with a strong beat and 
a great lyric. The band had 
released a series of five videos 
this year to promote the album 

(all of which are on YouTube) 
and this was one of the most 
impressive.  
     Bear sings, “see the light 
but never find surface / I don’t 
know if I can swim no more / 
white knuckles and wild horses 
/ someday we’ll wash up on 
mercy’s shore.”  

The nautical metaphor to 
represent heaven is a well-used 
one (“Jesus, Saviour, Pilot Me,” 
anyone?), and here arriving in 
heaven is likened to washing 
up on shore.

Hang On is a great tune, 
with lots of energy to accom-
pany its driving tempo. 

Needtobreathe has a great 
ability to merge southern 
gospel/country/rock together 
really well; this tune leans a 
little more to the rock, while 
the following, Survival, (with 
guests Drew and Ellie Hol-
comb) trends a little more 
toward country gospel. 

Both are great, and your 
foot will get a workout as you 
listen to both.

Who Am I seems destined 

to be a favourite worship song, 
likely already being sung in 
many churches. It is a humble 
song that asked why we are 
worthy of being loved by God.  
     The answer is that God sees 
the best, not the worst, in us 
all. Its songwriting is among 
Needtobreathe’s best. This 
song is a featured single of the 
album.

I could go on about the 
importance of song order on 
the album, the blending of 
messages throughout the songs 
on the album, and the needed 
lighthearted breaks provided 
by such tunes as Riding High, 
but then my editor would cut 
me off and never let me go 
over my word limit again (as if 
I ever actually end close to it!).  

This is a highly worthy 
album to listen to. Get it 
wherever you get your music. I 
hope you’ll enjoy it!

Nick Stam, AKA Nick the Dutch Baker 

Favourite book of the Bible - Genesis 
Birthplace - Kinderdijk, The Netherlands 
What you love most about God – His longsuffering towards sinners like me 
Favourite place on Earth - Cape Breton Island 
Farthest you’ve been from home – Santiago, Chili, South America 
Favourite meal or dessert - Steak and potatoes (beef tenderloin) 
Biggest fear – Increasing bureaucracy and government interference in our lives 
Hidden talent – Telling stories 
Favourite movie or book – Movies: “Of Gods and Men” [des Hommes et des 
dieux] and “The Shawshank Redemption;” Books: The Bible and books by 
James Herriot 
Your hobby – Playing the pipe organ 
Three things always in your fridge – Dutch cheese; hoppy beer, like India Pale 
Ale; cream for coffee 
Favourite item to bake – Good multigrain bread

“What Have We Learned” is a series that aims to encompass 
mostly church life and how that has affected you, but could also 
include personal epiphanies, mental health issues and the like. 
As long as they are relevant to your life as a Christian, we’re 
interested in hearing from you. Please write economically and 
limit your answer to 300 words if possible. This series will be 
ongoing throughout the fall. Send to gmcknight@diofton.ca .
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CAROLYN V ON UNSPLASH

The Arusha Call to 
Discipleship 

Justice and dignity —  
done the right way

BY JASMINE CHANDRA

Justice is a complicated 
issue. We might say that 
we would like justice and 

dignity for all, but we would 
also like to have a say in what 
that justice should look like. 

We might want to support 
Black Lives Matter, but not 
looting or violence or hatred. 

We may believe that Indig-
enous people have a lawful 
right to use the land and re-
sources, but get uncomfortable 
when it affects development, 
job markets, or other people’s 
livelihoods. 

We might like to care for 
the poor and marginalized in 
our midst, but we don’t want to 
enable bad habits or poor life 
choices. 

We may be against slavery 
and oppression, but our choice 
of products and our clothing 
labels say the contrary. 

The Church has often re-
sponded to injustice by passing 
resolutions, by preaching ser-
mons, and by writing articles. 
It’s a start. 

But the call for justice, 
which has been linked to right 
living and right worship since 
the time of Amos and Isaiah, 
involves more than resolutions.

It requires engagement 
with the Holy Spirit. And 
engagement with the Holy 
Spirit means letting go of the 
outcomes. It means follow-
ing the lead of the Holy Spirit 
and giving the power and the 
agency to those who are most 
affected by injustice — those 
who are on the margins. 

In their book “When Help-
ing Hurts,” Fokker and Corbett 
write “One of the biggest 

mistakes North American 
churches make — by far — is 
applying relief in situations 
in which rehabilitation or 
development is the appropriate 
intervention.” 

In other words we look for 
the quick fixes, instead of fo-
cusing on long-term personal 
investments and changes. 

I would venture that 
churches and communities 
make this mistake in small and 
big ways because it is easier 
for us to be in control — for 
us to decide what people on 
the margins need — rather 
than to give them the power to 
lead development and to tell 
us what the solution may look 
like. 

It also allows us to maintain 
an arm’s distance and a certain 
safe separation that keeps us 
from having to feel the stings 
of injustice, abuse, poverty, or 
oppression. 

This fourth article in the 
Arusha Call to Discipleship 
suggests that our search for 
justice and dignity would fol-
low the ways of the Holy Spirit 
— ways that empower people 
on the margins.

So when we consider the 
justice issues around us or 
when new ones come up, our 
first thought should be for the 
ones most affected and what 
we might do to give them the 
agency and influence they 
need. 

The most obvious way of 
doing this is to get to know 
those on the margins, to make 
friends, to learn from them, to 
feel with them. 

Following this way may 
be a bit messy, it may involve 
some discomfort, but we pray 
that the Holy Spirit will lead 
us and turn this searching for 
justice and dignity into a joyful 
experience for all!
The Rev. Jasmine Chandra 
and her husband, Terence, 
operate the Central Saint John 
Community Ministry. Find their 
blog at penniesandsparrows.
org .

The text of the Arusha Call: 

As disciples of Jesus Christ, both individually and collectively: 
• We are called by our baptism to transforming discipleship: a Christ-con-
nected way of life in a world where many face despair, rejection, loneliness, 
and worthlessness. 
• We are called to worship the one Triune God—the God of justice, love, 
and grace—at a time when many worship the false god of the market system 
(Luke 16:13). 
• We are called to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ—the fullness of 
life, the repentance and forgiveness of sin, and the promise of eternal life—in 
word and deed, in a violent world where many are sacrificed to the idols of 
death (Jeremiah 32:35) and where many have not yet heard the gospel. 
• We are called to joyfully engage in the ways of the Holy Spirit, who empow-
ers people from the margins with agency, in the search for justice and dig-
nity (Acts 1:8; 4:31). 
• We are called to discern the word of God in a world that communicates 
many contradictory, false, and confusing messages. 
• We are called to care for God’s creation, and to be in solidarity with nations 
severely affected by climate change in the face of a ruthless human-centered 
exploitation of the environment for consumerism and greed. 
• We are called as disciples to belong together in just and inclusive commu-
nities, in our quest for unity and on our ecumenical journey, in a world that 
is based upon marginalization and exclusion. 
• We are called to be faithful witnesses of God’s transforming love in dia-
logue with people of other faiths in a world where the politicization of reli-
gious identities often causes conflict. 
• We are called to be formed as servant leaders who demonstrate the way of 
Christ in a world that privileges power, wealth, and the culture of money 
(Luke 22:25-27). 
• We are called to break down walls and seek justice with people who are 
dispossessed and displaced from their lands—including migrants, refugees 
and asylum seekers—and to resist new frontiers and borders that separate 
and kill (Isaiah 58:6-8). 
• We are called to follow the way of the cross, which challenges elitism, privi-
lege, personal and structural power (Luke 9:23). 
• We are called to live in the light of the resurrection, which offers hope-
filled possibilities for transformation.
 
• This is a call to transforming discipleship. This is not a call that we can an-
swer in our own strength, so the call becomes, in the end, a call to prayer:
Loving God, we thank you for the gift of life in all its diversity and beauty. Lord 
Jesus Christ, crucified and risen, we praise you that you came to find the lost, to 
free the oppressed, to heal the sick, and to convert the self-centred. Holy Spirit, we 
rejoice that you breathe in the life of the world and are poured out into our hearts. 
As we live in the Spirit, may we also walk in the Spirit. Grant us faith and courage 
to deny ourselves, take up our cross and follow Jesus: becoming pilgrims of justice 
and peace in our time. For the blessing of your people, the sustaining of the earth, 
and the glory of your name. Through Christ our Lord, Amen.

Arusha Call # 4:
“We are called to joyfully 
engage in the ways of the 
Holy Spirit, who empowers 
people from the margins 
with agency, in the search for 
justice and dignity.”




