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CROSSBEAMS   November 

2020 

This week I was listening to the reports about the 
Coronavirus and vaccine development. I have to con-
fess that I haven’t been listening or paying much atten-
tion to these things in the past several weeks. That’s 
because I’m finding that I can only take so much, espe-
cially when news reports aren’t leading to anything 
new. These recent reports are speculating that a 
COVID-19 vaccine might be fully developed, tested, 
and ready to go as early as the end of November, but 
that wide dissemination of a vaccine may take up to 12 
months.  

This news affects me in probably the same ways it 
affects you. We are all mourning the loss of socially 
connected life, including 
the ability to move 
about freely; visit friends 
and family; enjoy mov-
ies, concerts, and 
sporting events; dine 
out; and travel, not to 
mention sing and cele-
brate communion and 
coffee hour. The vaccine 
news coupled with the 
news that our socially 
distanced life will be 
prolonged is a mixed bag. We rejoice that the end may 
be near and sorrow that is might be several months 
away. 

This is a perfect frame of mind for November; Novem-
ber provides us with extraordinary worship opportuni-
ties: All Saints’ Day, Christ the King, and services that 
focus on the end. In fact, November’s worship themes 
are all about the end: the end of the church year, the 
end times, the end of life itself. We are presented with 
a topsy-turvy set of language and images that not only 
disrupt our faith patterns, but call us anew to see 
things with the eyes of faith. These great themes are 

all designed to help us experience our own frailty and 
failings and help us focus on the love and power of our 
almighty God, who draws life from death and builds a 
realm of inclusion, hope, and joy for all people. They 
offer us the chance to see that although uncertainty 
abounds, we stand upon ground of hope. 

As we experience uncertainty, distress, failure, and the 
end in November’s worship, we can hear Paul’s ad-
monition to the Thessalonians anew: “encourage one 
another and build each other up” (1Thessalonians 
5:11). This is a time to notice injustice, claim the ac-
tions we have taken to participate in God’s justice, and 
allow God to light a fire in our proclamation: God is 

making all things new and 
God can bring life from 
death.  

Look around for faith active 
in love, the delight people 
take in service to others, 
and the counterbalance of 
God’s abundance to the 
scarcity preached from the 
secular society. Take de-
light in small random acts 
of connection and kindness 

and give thanks for little sparks of hope and joy that 
litter your days. 

Our isolation provides us the space and time to slow 
down and settle into a period of prolonged praise and 
wonder. God is near. God is beginning a marvelous 
work. God is re-making us and the whole world in the 
divine image. God promises to never leave us, nor for-
sake us, but to walk alongside us with power and love 
as everything is being transformed. We are in this to-
gether! 

peace, Pastor Laura 

Is the end near? 
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Weekly offerings may be mailed into the church, or go on our 

website www.churchofthecross.ca 

and click the DONATE button,  OR 

e-transfer to churchofthecross@shaw.ca 

OR mail to: 10620 Elbow Dr. SW 

Many thanks to those of you who have continued your weekly 

offerings. 

The MUSTARD SEED is again receiving stuffed socks for the Christmas Season.  To  ‘stuff a pair of 

socks’ we need the following items: 

For personal hygiene (i.e. soap, toothbrush and paste, deodorant, lip 

balm, skin cream, shampoo, comb, tissues), chocolate bars, candy 

treats, pen and writing pad, bus tickets, gift cards (e.g.  Tim Hortons). 

A box will be placed in the narthex for your donations.  

December 12th  is the final day for collection. 

November Cause of the Month - CHRISTMAS HAMPERS 

Do you have an Advent Wreath? 
We are developing Worship at Home resources 
for Advent and Christmas. It would be helpful if 
you have an Advent wreath in your home.  

If you need an Advent wreath, please contact the 
church office. We’ll work on getting one to you! 
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The End of an Era 
Are you ready to say goodbye to Dianne? We aren’t, but ready or 
not, she retires at the end of the year. 

She’ll leave with 22 ½ years’ experience – including a great por-
tion of our institutional knowledge. 

She and Gates will remain members of Lutheran Church of the 
Cross, but this familiar scene of Dianne at her desk in the front 
office will become a thing of the past. 

We celebrate with Dianne as she reaches this awesome mile-
stone and prepares for a vacation with Gates from coast to coast 
to coast in the summer of 2021, and we begin a new era in the 
life of this congregation, as we seek someone to excel at office 
administration, social media, and technology. We hope to find 
someone who can approach Dianne’s good-nature, flexibility, 
compassion and cheerfulness. 

COVID-19 protocols will deny us the kind of end-of-career cele-
bration we would like to hold for Dianne, but we invite you now 
to scour through your pictures, make farewell videos with your 
phones, write thank-you/farewell cards, and begin planning your 
gift-giving. 

Pastor Phil is coordinating the picture and video gathering; gifts and cards for Dianne may be dropped off in Pastor 
Laura’s office. Plan to have all of your farewell commemorations complete by Dec 1. This will give us time to make a 
thoughtful remembrance for Dianne. 

In the meantime, feel free to call or stop by the office (socially distanced, masked, and with sanitized hands, of 
course!) and say goodbye to our wonderful office administrator. 

We love you, Dianne! Thanks for all of your hard 
work, good cheer, and constant presence! 
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 New signage for our 

bench by the Memorial 

Garden.  This was made 

possible through funds 

from the Memorial and 

Honors Special Fund. 
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Update on Worship during COVID  
 

During this time of COVID, we continue to try to provide 
meaningful worship opportunities that also help us keep 
each other safe. Here is an update on our current efforts 
and plans. 
 

Live streaming and Phone-in Worship – Thanks to our 
Tech Crew (headed by Gates Fortier), we are now live-
streaming each Sunday. The live stream is accessible from 
the worship page on our website 
(www.churchofthecross.ca) for that particular Sunday. By 
mid-afternoon, a recording of the service is available to be 
viewed also. For people who are not able to view it on a 
computer, members may also phone in and listen to the 
audio portion of the worship at 10am on Sunday morning. 
The Phone-in number is (587) 328-3010. If they call after 
the service is over, they will be connected to an audio re-
cording of the latest service. There will 
also be the option of receiving a call 
at 10am every Sunday morning to get 
connected to the live worship. 
 

In-person worship – We are once 
again gathering for in-person worship. Those who wish to 
worship in person must: 
• RSVP with the office beforehand 
• Sign a waiver 
• Observe COVID protocols including wearing masks and 

maintaining social distancing. 
 

Holy Communion – Our current plan is to offer Holy 
Communion during the live-streamed worship. Those pre-
sent will receive pre-packaged communion kits from the 
presiding minister to commune at the altar rail or in their 
seat. Those watching or listening by live-stream are invit-
ed to assemble bread and wine in their home and com-
mune when the pastor indicates. 
 

Sunday morning Zoom ministry -  We will continue to 
gather via Zoom after worship for Fellowship time and 
discussion: 
11:15am  – Fellowship Time 
11:30 am – Sermon Talk Back 
 

 

Worship Assistance – As we transition back to having in-
person worship on Sunday mornings, we are once again in 
need of help to make sure worship goes smoothly.  
 
• Ushers (3)– These are people that are  responsible for 

maintaining COVID protocols by:  
• marking pews which are “NOT IN USE,”  
• making sure people are masked & their hands are san-

itized,  
• registering attendees, and  
• seating people so that families/cohorts are physically 

distanced during service.  
• Resetting and cleaning the sanctuary after the service. 
• Contact June Kvicala for any questions about usher-

ing. 
 

Worship Assistant – When we began videotaping the 
worship, we had different members assist with wor-
ship leadership. We will continue this practice. For 

questions, contact Pastor Phil. 
 
Lectors (Scripture Reader) – We will 
continue to have lay people read the 
lessons. For those that wish to read 
but are not able or choose not to 

attend, they may still sign up and submit a video re-
cording of their reading which will be broadcast dur-
ing the live streaming. This recording may be from 
home or they may come during the week to record it 
in the sanctuary. For questions, contact Pastor Phil. 

 

To volunteer, go to our website 
(www.churchofthecross.ca) and click the VOLUNTEER tab. 
Then choose, WORSHIP ASSISTANCE. 
 

Looking ahead to Advent and Christmas – There 
seems to be no indication that the pandemic will be going 
away anytime soon. We are anticipating that for the holi-
days, we may still be limited in our ability to gather in 
large numbers in person. We are making plans to support 
members and their families in having meaningful worship 
times in their homes during these times. More particulars 
on what this will look like as we get closer to the holidays. 

 
Pastor Phil 

http://www.churchofthecross.ca
http://www.churchofthecross.ca
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 We have several Grief Book resources in our library and 

in the Pastors’ offices.  Please don’t hesitate to call if 

you would like to talk to one of our Pastors or some 

printed information. 
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BROWN BAGGING FOR CALGARY’S KIDS 

I must begin by saying our God is so good!!  

When this little kitchen started the first full week of September, we have grown and come to 
realize every week is different. Our daily quota has consistently increased a little at a time, 
and we know we can accommodate this because we have such amazing and dedicated volun-
teers! God shows up every time we are in need: volunteer lunch makers and drivers are 
prompted to help. Literally within 24 hours any void that occurs, He provides a solution.  

A wonderful community has begun in our kitchen! It’s great to see smiling eyes (masks cover 
so much) and to see how everyone enjoys being together. We currently have 26 volunteers in 
our database and 14 of those volunteers do not call LCOC their home. I am so proud to see 
how comfortable everyone is in our church!  

I am excited to update you on total lunches made. If you remember, our tally for September 
was 734 lunches. Our current October tally is 1526, for a grand total of 2260 lunches!  

Thank you for all of your prayers and support of this program. We are making a difference 
and the students know they can count on us! 

In His love, 

Sasha Craven 

403-203-1473 

Sign-Up link: https://signup.com/
go/FBCEYXi  

Check out their website to learn 

more about Brown Bagging for 

Calgary’s Kids! 

https://bb4ck.org/ 
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This weekend, Canadian Lutheran World Relief's (CLWR) 
Board of Directors, leadership team and denominational 
leaders gathered for our annual September meeting. As 
we came together — completely online for the first time 
in our history — we were all forced to confront the fact 
that we are working in a new reality, one that is marked 
by change and new circumstances.  

Everyone at CLWR is committed to meeting the challeng-
es of this moment with humility and courage. We are 
steadfast in our responsibility to ensure CLWR can re-
spond with integrity, efficiency and kindness in a time of 
soaring global need, and to make sure Lutherans in Cana-
da can continue a tradition of working toward justice and 
peace for all people.  

Based on those commitments, this weekend we made the 
decision to begin transitioning We Care, CLWR’s long-
standing and beloved commodity shipment program, with 
the intent that the shipping component of the program 
will be fully closed by the end of 2021. While many of us 
feel a deep, personal connection to this aspect of We 
Care, the decision was made with the unanimous support 
of everyone involved.  

Despite some sadness in making this change, we are unit-
ed in confidence that this decision affirms CLWR’s most 
deeply-held values, including responsible stewardship, 
shared learning and honouring the voices of those we are 
called to serve. We are encouraged and optimistic at the 
commitment everyone at CLWR has shown to being the 
most responsible, effective organization we can be on 
behalf of Lutherans in Canada.  

In the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, the need experi-
enced by our global partners has never been greater, and 
they are urgently calling on Lutherans in Canada to re-
spond as generously as possible. The decision to revise 
the We Care program comes both in response to those 
calls, and as part of our deeply held commitment to hon-
our the kindness of our church communities, making sure 
to do as much good as possible.  

 

 

 

We are proud of CLWR’s long history of growth and adap-
tation as an organization. Since as early as the 1950s, the 
organization has continually adapted its efforts in re-
sponse to shifting contexts, and especially to the voices of 
our partners. CLWR has always tried to exemplify the spir-
it of “semper reformanda” — always reforming — that 
has guided our faith tradition as Lutherans. Today, facing 
the prospect of a post-COVID world, we are united in our 
belief that we must not cease learning, growing and re-
forming.  

The COVID-19 pandemic has brought new complications 
to We Care and has amplified existing challenges to a 
point where continuing the program in its current form 
would not be a responsible course. Shipping and travel 
restrictions have left our warehouse nearly dormant for 
months, despite significant donor dollars continuing to 
pay for the warehouse space. At the same time, the sup-
plies provided by our current We Care program are nei-
ther a rapid nor a cost-efficient way for CLWR to respond 
to the immediate, critical needs faced by so many around 
the world.  

As this work evolves, we will count on your continued 
partnership, and we pledge to continue in our commit-
ment to do everything we can to be faithful and responsi-
ble partners in this ministry.  

If you have any questions or comments about this deci-
sion, or about what to do with existing items, CLWR's 
Community and Donor Relations Director, Carla Blakley, is 
eager to hear from you. You can reach her at 204-230-
1323 or carla@clwr.org.  

We invite you to join us in prayer today for the ongoing 
ministry of our organization, for those we serve, and in 
gratitude for the incredible legacy of kindness that has 
reached across the world for so many years through We 
Care.  

Deepest blessings, 
Cheryl Bauer Hyde - President of the Board  
Canadian Lutheran World Relief  
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Campus Ministry looks different this year, but it's still vitally needed by students at U of Calgary and Mount Royal U. 
We are having wonderful experiences meeting with students online for our Women's Circle, Drum Circle, Simple 
Suppers, Dirty Theology, and Simple Chef cooking lessons! Our annual fundraiser, which is usually a dinner in a local 
ELCIC church, will also be held online. This year's theme is "In this Together: Building Resilience in Difficult Times." 
 
This year, we're partnering with our friends at YYCCM, the United Church chaplaincy, for an online auction (opens 
October 28) and livestream event (November 7, 2020 at 7:00 pm). Please support Pastor Margaret Propp and her 
important ministry by donating an auction item, bidding on auction items, and watching her co-MC the livestream on 
the 7th! More information about the event, instructions for donating auction items, and links to the auction and 
livestream can be found at www.CampusMinistry.ca.  

http://www.campusministry.ca/
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Also Needed on Sunday Mornings:  Help 

with the Audio Visual Technical Ministry, 

which means Operating the Sound Board 

and the filming for our live-streaming.  

On-sight training for both these opera-

tions is available.  Please contact the church office if you are interested in learn-

ing these very important additions to our Sunday worship. 



 

November  2020 14 

… love God with all your strength 

Check out the Camp Kuriakos Website for various on-line  

opportunities of study: 

Creation Care - November Bible Study - with Rev. Dave Saude 

November 5 - 26 - 9 am on Thursdays 

Register on-line at Camp Kuriakos 
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Run4Camp on November 1 

and support our Capital projects 

We've partnered with Lutheran Outdoor Ministries (LOM) to host a fun event in support of this fall's capi-
tal projects. 

• Rebuilding the Lakefront Retaining Wall (pictured above with the 2008 Summer Team)  

• Replacing the Walk-In Cooler in the main kitchen 

Participants donate at least $25 to Kuriakos, and commit to finding at least 5 other supporters (in any 
amount).  Then, on or before November 1, move yourself 5km in whatever way you choose! Run, walk, 
swim, dance, roll, paddle, trick-or-treat... just remember to send a selfie of you doing it.   
LOM is hosting a few information sessions when they will be happy to provide more details about the 
campaign.   
 
Registration is online through LOM. (https://lomnetwork.wufoo.com/forms/mi2zyf11iow6ol/) 
 
More information and updates will be available on the Kuriakos website. 

https://kuriakos.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1796630f60c678e48686ee7a1&id=024aa7ab7c&e=f5a26d1d13
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A Letter from Our Bishop 
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Job  Posting 

 

LOOKING FOR THE BEST JOB IN THE WORLD?  Awesome  work colleagues and 

hundreds of friends!!!  Here’s your opportunity! 
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Confirmation 2020 

l - r - Jonah Janzen, Natalie Allison, Pastor Laura, 

Pastor Phil, Lukas Thomson, Trey Dresser 

Pastor Kate’s Ordination Service 

October 23, 2020 
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PLEASE REGISTER 

FOR THIS CHRIST-

MAS EVENT ON  

SOUTHWOOD UNIT-

ED’S WEBSITE 

 

https://

www.southwoodchu

rch.ca/ 

 

Sunrise and Sunset ceremonies will be held from November 1st until Novem-
ber 10th 

•While the public is welcome to wander amongst the crosses at all times during No-
vember 1 – 10th, in order to maintain a limited number of attendees around the Ceno-
taph area during Sunrise and Sunset ceremonies only invited attendees will be allowed 
access to the restricted area around the Cenotaph. 

Night of Lights – November 10th 

• We will once again be honouring the fallen within the Field of Crosses by placing a candle in front of each cross 
which will burn until sunrise November 11th. To keep within the restricted numbers allowed in the park the site will 
be closed from 11:00 AM until approx. 4:00 PM, or until the candles are all in place. Only pre-designated volunteers 
will be allowed onsite to help with the setup of the candles. 

Remembrance Day – November 11th 

• There will be no Sunrise or Sunset ceremonies on Remembrance Day 
• The Remembrance Day Ceremony will be a virtual event broadcast live from the Field of Crosses by Global Calgary. 
The virtual event will also be live streamed. Only those taking part in the ceremony will be allowed in the park during 
the live ceremony. 
• The park will be closed to the public from 7:00 AM to 2:00 PM on November 11th 
• On November 11th security will be on site to ensure only participants in the ceremony are allowed in the park. 
• Alberta Health Services request that crowds do not congregate off site and that onlookers do not congregate along 
Memorial Drive opposite the Field of Crosses 
• At 2:00 PM the park will open to the public but will be limited to 100 people on the field at any one time. 


