
CHRISTIAN WORD CRIMES: ”WORSHIP”
Psalms 147 & 150



Inigo Montoya, Weird Al, and “Shoot Christians Say”



“
The act of adoring and praising God, that is, ascribing 
worth to God as the one who deserves homage and service. 

-IVP Pocket Dictionary of Theological Terms
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➤ “Come for a fantastic worship experience.”



“ “[A]ll of the worship service is an offering.  It would help 
us all to worship more faithfully if we would remember 
that every element of our participation is our offering [of 
worship to God]… If preachers would give their sermons 
and musicians their music as offerings, then the tendency 
to perform would be avoided entirely.  If those in the pews 
gave their full attention to sermons and their participation 
in the liturgy and songs as offerings, then there would be 
no passivity.”

-Marva Dawn, How Shall We Worship, p.116
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“ “By engaging in [worship], we don’t accomplish anything 
useful…. Worship ought not to be construed in a utilitarian 
way.  It’s purpose is not to gain numbers nor for our 
churches to be seen as successful.  Rather, the entire reason 
for our worship is that God deserves it.”

-Marva Dawn, A “Royal” Waste of Time, p. 1



WORSHIP WORD CRIMES:

➤ “Our church has contemporary worship.” 
➤ “I’ll invite the worship team to come up.” 
➤ “That worship style doesn’t work for me.” 
➤ “Come for a fantastic worship experience.” 
➤ “Worship should draw people to God.”  
➤ “I didn’t get much out of the worship.”



Worship is about God, and for God. 
Period. 
(I.e., it’s not about us, or for us.)



Psalm 147: 5-6, 8-9



Psalm 147:12-14, 15-18, 19-20



PSALM 147:1

Praise Yahweh, 
      For it is good to worship our God,  
      For praise is beautiful and fitting  

➤ Hallelujah 
➤ “For” vs. “How good…” or “It is…” 
➤ “Our Father…”



PSALM 150 (ESV) - JUST B/C… GOD

Praise the Lord! 
Praise God in his sanctuary; 
    praise him in his mighty heavens! 
Praise him for his mighty deeds; 
    praise him according to his excellent greatness! 
Praise him with trumpet sound; 
    praise him with lute and harp! 
Praise him with tambourine and dance; 
    praise him with strings and pipe! 
Praise him with sounding cymbals; 
    praise him with loud clashing cymbals! 
Let everything that has breath praise the Lord! 

Praise the Lord!



WHEN THE MUSIC FADES… EXAMPLES OF NON-MUSICAL WORSHIP:

➤ Obedience 
➤ Hard work 

➤ “The glory of God is…” - Irenaeus 
➤ Caring for people and creation  

➤ Silence / Meditation 
➤ Gratitude <—> Worship <—> Confession 

➤ +10,000 more…



IMAGE SOURCES
➤ http://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0153/3567/products/inigo_1024_x_800.jpg?v=1353122920 

➤ http://cdn.thedailybeast.com/content/dailybeast/articles/2014/07/23/the-problem-with-weird-al-s-word-crimes-video/
jcr:content/image.img.2000.jpg/1406108738896.cached.jpg 

➤ https://cdn.churchm.ag/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/Shoot-Christians-Say.png 

➤ https://image.freepik.com/free-vector/power-button--fluorescent_768249.jpg 

➤ http://thejugglingsteve.com/images/helping_up.jpg 

➤ https://birdbrainsanddogtales.files.wordpress.com/2013/04/chickadeetakespickofseeds.jpg 

➤ http://www.navut.com/assets/thumbnails/ca_cities/reddeer.jpg 

➤ http://media.forumkeadilan.com/2013/11/Alkitab.jpg 

➤ http://static1.squarespace.com/static/5267c331e4b01993102f651b/
52e90b30e4b0f39355160ed4/52e90f53e4b00688a80ff4b9/1391005524534/happy-jus-because.jpg 

➤ http://3a1457b556c05bd43427-5edc8a37776be1bbf238b45bce7e3b57.r27.cf2.rackcdn.com/uploaded/t/
0e2465259_1378878285_the-good-life-graphic.jpg

http://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0153/3567/products/inigo_1024_x_800.jpg?v=1353122920
http://cdn.thedailybeast.com/content/dailybeast/articles/2014/07/23/the-problem-with-weird-al-s-word-crimes-video/jcr:content/image.img.2000.jpg/1406108738896.cached.jpg
https://cdn.churchm.ag/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/Shoot-Christians-Say.png
https://image.freepik.com/free-vector/power-button--fluorescent_768249.jpg
http://thejugglingsteve.com/images/helping_up.jpg
https://birdbrainsanddogtales.files.wordpress.com/2013/04/chickadeetakespickofseeds.jpg
http://www.navut.com/assets/thumbnails/ca_cities/reddeer.jpg
http://media.forumkeadilan.com/2013/11/Alkitab.jpg
http://static1.squarespace.com/static/5267c331e4b01993102f651b/52e90b30e4b0f39355160ed4/52e90f53e4b00688a80ff4b9/1391005524534/happy-jus-because.jpg
http://3a1457b556c05bd43427-5edc8a37776be1bbf238b45bce7e3b57.r27.cf2.rackcdn.com/uploaded/t/0e2465259_1378878285_the-good-life-graphic.jpg

