Sermon Text:
L | Samuel 3:1-18
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=



Propositiois, - -

4_®es God speak to peoplestoday?

-Hebrews 1. 1 2 (NLT)
Long ago God spoke mrﬂtlmes and infmanyAways to. our
ancestors through the prephets And nowjinithese final days,

_he has spoken,tofiis throughihis Son’

Revelatle,ns 2.7 (NKJVo) ¢
He who'has haslan| car, let him What the Spirit says to the
churches.

| —

John 16:13 (NLT)
When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all truth.

He will not speak on his own but will tell you what he has
heard. He will tell you about the future.




Propositiois, - - -

' Dfck people still hear &flisten Go’ld I’?' -

Matthew.13:13-16 (NIV)

Though seeing, they do né‘t see1 houghthearning, they do not
hear or understand. hem 1S fulflll‘?d thefprophecy of Isaiah:

"You will be ever~hear|nm__ever understanding; you will be
Ut never;perceiving.

ever seeing :
For th'i!s:p:e:ople S heart'hasibecomelcalloused; they hardly hear

with theirfearspand they havelclosed their eyes. Otherwise

they mightssee with their eyesfihearswith their ears, understand

with their hearts and turn, and | would heal them.'

But blessed are your eyes because they see, and your ears
because they hear.




Propositiefis. -
- Iy
What's reqmred in the processiof hearlng and
Ilstenlng to Godii y
1. Remaln N G@d S Rresence.
PrOX|m|ty \V/S" Intlmacy
2. ‘RI ecognize Godgs V0|‘c’e

Interpretation vs Discernment
3. Respond even if it’ s Difficult.
 Reaction vs Obedient Action




L essons from Samuel’ s

Encounter with God!

The “Word of the Lord was “Rare” and

“Visions were Uncommon”.
= God was not silent.
= His people were disconnected.
God speaks with whom He chooses.
= God speaks with anyone, not just those
with positions or seniority.
= He’s looking for upright, trustworhy,

attentive and obedient people.
m/er undervalue divine interruptions.
| = Spoke to Samuel at night, just before

dawn.




Listening and Hearing Requires...

#1. Remaining in God's Presence!

1 Samuel 3:3-4
The lamp of God had not yet go”
out, and Samuel was sleeping in® Sk«
the Tabernacle near the Ark of ' il
God. Suddenly, the LORD called
out, ‘Samuel! Samuel!” NLT &8
James 4:8 |
Draw close to God, and God will
draw close to you. NLT




The Lost Art.of Lingering:

‘Drawing Close;to God’ isinotianlissue of

proximity. It’s an issuelofiintimacy:

James 4:8 (NLT)
ComeiclosetolGod;andiGodAWiIIICOMEICIGSEOIyOU.
WES IR AE e S Yo SINNETS; [© rFhearts,

for your loyalty'is dividedib and the
world.

Obstacles of Intimacy. .,
Busyiness. >
Spiritual Indifference. ™
Impurity, hypocrisy.
Unresolved sin.

Double mindedness. a* ™
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Listening and Hearing Requires...

#2. Recognizing God S, V0|ce

1 Samuel 3:4-5

Suddenly, the LORD called out, B j |
‘Samuel! Samuel!” Yes? Samuel -~
replied. "What is 1t?" He jumped up
and ran to Eli. Here | am. What do
you need?

1 Samuel 3:8-9
Then Eli realized 1t was the LORD

who was calling the boy. NLT
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What prevents people from
Recognizing God’ s Voice?

In Samuels Case:
* Hearing & not Discerning
* Being Unfamiliar. |
= Being Inexperienced. -
In Our Case today:
= Too many Competing Voices.
= Too many Confusing Voices.
= One’s Heart may be Calloused.
= One’s Mind may be Cluttered.;

5%
R,

John 10:27-28

My sheep recognize my voice ; lknow
and they follow me. NLI i




Listening and Hearing Requires... " 77
#3. Responding to God, - 74
..Is Not Always Easy

1 Samuel 3:10
And the LORD came and called as
before, “Samuel! Samuel!*“ And

) e

Samuel eplled 'Yes, your servant is
listening.* NLT

1 Samuel 3:15-16 '
He was afraid to tell Eli what the
LORD had said to him. NLT




. W .
Listening & Responding to God Is

@’; ¢ /'Not Always Easy!

.

Somft;ifmes God requires us to do difficult things
‘\Lﬁ < It’s Not always...
N Y .

; Convenient.
‘\‘ * Popular.
« Gratifying.

* Financially Beneficial.
« Simple.
 Comfortable.

But Goo Rew;fds Faithfulness and Obedience!
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W|II you' ‘Dare to Dlscover whatiC
|s saylng to you

ReS|de in HislPTesence,
. P =\ Expectan@y

sten Attentlvely

: ord, what do you waniftoldo;
o through my life, to accomplis:
your will?
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