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Engage Freedom! Conference Confronts Sexual Exploitation and Modern Slavery in Our Own Backyard
Continued from previous page.

From then on Bellerose’s 
life spiraled out of control on a 
downhill trajectory. 

“I was angry and I just wanted 
the world to see me,” she said.

When crack cocaine began 
showing up on the streets, “things 
got “really bad,” said Bellerose. 
“My sisters on the street started to 
go missing. I would see posters of 
women I had just been laughing 
and talking with, and then they were 
gone. I would go to their memorials 
and honour them because I wanted 
someone to go to my memorial. I 
knew my family wouldn’t even know 
I was dead. That’s where my life was 
going.”

Each time Bellerose would ask 
for help, she was forced to relive 
the trauma of being beaten with tire 
irons, “’til I couldn’t breathe,” being 
stabbed with her own knife and 
being raped repeatedly. She would 
have to re-tell her story each time 
she spoke to a different police officer 
or agency in the system. 

“Sometimes it seemed like an 
endless battle. So many times I 
wondered ‘does anybody care?’ she 
said. “One time somebody actually 
smiled at me and I held onto that 
smile for a week.” 

Eventually, high on drugs 
and unable to walk on her badly 
abscessed legs, Bellerose was 
admitted to the hospital. In failing 
health and having made at least 15 

unsuccessful attempts at sobriety 
and recovery, she was accepted 
into Hope Mission’s Wellspring 
recovery program for women. The 
faith-based program proved to be a 
game-changer; setting Bellerose and 
her life on a course of health and 
wholeness. 

One of the requirements of the 
Wellspring program was attending 
Bible study every morning. 

“I had never been introduced 
to God and I thought, ‘this is unfair 
punishment,’” she said. “But I knew 
I was there for a long time, so I 
thought ‘why don’t you start asking 
questions?’ I did. And I prayed. And 
I smudged. I had lost my culture, 
but every week at Wellspring they 
would have drumming in the library. 
When I walked into that room and I 
heard the beat of those drums I knew 
I was home. I felt so proud to be who 
I am. My first prayer was ‘Please 
God don’t send me to jail.’” She also 
prayed that God would help her with 
her addictions. “Two weeks later I 

was sitting outside 
and realized I had 
not thought of 
drugs or alcohol 
all day,” she said.

While she 
was in the one-
year program, 
Bellerose began 
to volunteer with 
the Salvation 
Army ministry: “their van used to 
pick me up on my stroll.” she said. 
“People from all these places that I 
used to take from are now my peers. 
Anything I took from the system 
I have given back with my whole 
heart.”

After 25 years on the street, 
struggling to survive; struggling to 
have dignity, Bellerose is now an 
advocate for other victims desperate 
to be seen and heard. 

“Community has been one of my 
saving graces. If I had not had people 
walking with me, my story would be 
very different,” she said.

In addition to CEASE, advocates 
from social agencies including 
the Action Coalition on Human 
Trafficking (ACT) Alberta, Migrante 
Alberta and the Canadian Centre 
to End Human Trafficking, as well 
as the Stolen Sisters and Brothers 
Movement, paint a disturbing 
picture of victims being recruited 
and forced into acts of sex and 
labour exploitation all around us in 
the places we live, work and go to 
school.

Human trafficking is the fastest 
growing and second most profitable 
illicit crime behind the drug trade, 
said Jessica Brandon, manager of 
training and education, ACT Alberta. 
The RCMP estimates traffickers 
in Canada can receive an average 
annual financial gain of $280,000 
for every woman or girl they have 
trafficked. In 2016, profits from 
forced sexual exploitation were 
$150-billion, according to the 
International Labour Organization. 

Pimps, managers or so-called 
boyfriends, human traffickers 
use psychological and emotional 
manipulation, fear, coercion and 

substance abuse and addictions to 
lure their victims with promises of 
money, gifts or love from social 
media, transportation corridors (train 
stations and bus stops) and shopping 
malls; peer-to-peer trafficking in 
schools is prevalent.

“No one is immune,” said 
Barb Gosse, CEO of the Canadian 
Centre to End Human Trafficking in 
Toronto. Contrary to popular belief, 
sex trafficking is not only a foreign 
problem. “It’s a Canadian problem,” 
she said. Ninety-three per cent of 
Canada’s sex trafficking victims 
come from within Canada’s borders. 
“It’s happening here in backyards 
and communities right across this 
country.”

Brandon adds that 54 per cent of 
the victims who are assisted by ACT 
Alberta are Canadian-born or permanent 
residents of Canada. At highest risk 
for sexual and labour exploitation 
are homeless and impoverished 
youth, Indigenous women and girls 
between the ages of 14 and 25, and 
temporary foreign workers. The average 
recruitment age for girls is 13.5 years. 
Of the referrals to ACT Alberta: 54.3 
per cent were for sex trafficking-related 
violations, 35.9 per cent were labour 
trafficking violations, 8.7 per cent were 
for labour and sex trafficking violations, 
and 1.1 per cent were for organ removal 
violations.

The Canadian Women’s Foundation 
National Task Force on Trafficking of 
Women and Girls in Canada reports 
that “Poverty, violence and widespread 
gender inequity are the preconditions 
for trafficking, but not the only factors. 
Canadian men and boys are also 
trafficked and sexually exploited, and 
experience harms as great as women 
and girls.” In fact, one in four victims of 
human trafficking is male. 

Continued on page 8.
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At left: Ryan Turnbull describes his ministry as director of the Christians Helping All Immigrants (CHAI) Immigrant Centre in Winnipeg; participants 
share strategies for raising awareness about human trafficking; national and provincial advocates Barb Gosse and Jessica Brandon, below.

Anglican Church of Canada: www.anglican.ca/issues/human-trafficking/ 
Anglican Alliance: www.anglicanalliance.org/development/ending-human-
trafficking 
Action Coalition on Human Trafficking (ACT) Alberta: www.actalberta.org/ 
The Canadian Centre to End Human Trafficking: www.
canadiancentretoendhumantrafficking.ca 
Centre to End All Sexual Exploitation (CEASE): www.ceasenow.org/ 
Episcopal Church: www.episcopalchurch.org/page/human-trafficking 
Evangelical Church in Canada: www.elcic.ca/CompassionateJustice/
AddressingHumanTrafficking.cfm 
Human Trafficking in Canada: Leadership and Learning Kit for Churches: 
www.councilofchurches.ca/resources/
KAIROS Canada: www.kairoscanada.org/what-we-do/migrant-justice 
Migrante Alberta (support and advocacy for migrant workers): www.
migrantealberta.ca 
Churches Witnessing with Migrants: www.nccphilippines.org/cwwm 
Stolen Sisters and Brothers Movement: www.facebook.com/
StolenSistersAndBrothersAwarenessMovement/ 
Salvation Army: www.salvationist.ca/social-services/service-areas/human-
trafficking 
Stop Human Trafficking Sorrento Centre Conference: www.anglican.ca/wp-
content/uploads/Human-Trafficking-eBook.pdf 
United Church of Canada: https://www.united-church.ca/social-action/act-now/
end-gender-based-violence 
Women’s Inter Church Council: www.wicc.org/restore/understanding-
violence/human-trafficking/  

Resources to Raise Awareness About Human 
Trafficking and Modern Slavery

Canadian Anglicans 
from dioceses of the 
Ecclesiastical Province of 

Rupert’s Land, and the Dioceses of 
Western Newfoundland and New 
Westminster, gathered in Edmonton, 
October 21-24, on the traditional 
territory of Treaty 6 First Nations 
and the traditional meeting ground 
and home of the Metis Nation of 
Alberta, to discuss a church response 
to the growing evil of human 
trafficking and modern slavery and 
its assault on our neighbourhoods, 
towns and cities.

“Engage Freedom! Anglicans 
Against Human Trafficking and 
Modern Slavery,” was the third of 
four regional conferences organized 
by the ministries of Public Witness 
for Social and Ecological Justice 
and Global Relations, in response to 
the Church’s endorsement (Council 
of General Synod, June, 2017) 
of initiatives to address human 
trafficking and modern slavery in 
Canada and around the world. The 
first regional events, funded by 
General Synod and the Anglican 
Foundation, were held in the 
Ecclesiastical Provinces of Ontario 
and Canada.

“I think the church in its history 
has often been silent about various 
things; or gone along with the 
way the world was leaning at that 
particular time in history,” said 
Edmonton Bishop Jane Alexander 
presiding at the opening eucharist at 
Providence Renewal Centre. “We’ve 
come to understand that has never 
been good for the world or for the 
church. Once we know, we cannot 
keep silent. Because, if we do, we 
are diminished as human beings; we 
are certainly diminished as the body 
of Christ. Once we know, we have 
to speak. Once we speak, we have to 
act. My prayer for you, in this place 
together, is that you find your voice 
and the church is never silent.”

Today Kate Quinn is executive 
director of the Centre to End All 
Sexual Exploitation (CEASE), but 
30 years ago she and her family, like 
many people in her neighbourhood 
near Commonwealth Stadium on 
the northeast edge of downtown 
Edmonton, were only remotely 
aware of the sex trade activity 
infringing on their community’s 
safety.

Then, in the 1990s, there was “an 
eruption of voices coming forward 
and waking our community,” said 
Quinn. They were the voices of 
impoverished women who were 
being lured by sex traffickers and 
johns in the same streets where 
children walked to school and played 
in the park. 

“It was no longer safe for our 
children to walk to school, or for 
women to wait alone at bus stops 
without risk of being harassed by 
men cruising and soliciting,” she 
said. “We had been asleep. We 
thought that prostitution (the term 
used at that time) was something 
that happened downtown and didn’t 
touch our lives.” 

One bitterly cold January 
night, around 11 o’clock, the 
rapidly growing problem of sexual 
exploitation reached Quinn’s front 
door. She was turning in to bed 
when she heard frantic knocking. 
Peering out the window, she could 
see a woman on the other side of 
the door. Behind her, two men were 
starting up the walk. Quinn pulled 
the woman inside, slammed the door 
shut and did the only thing she could 
think of: “I offered her a cup of tea.” 
The woman said: “I’m a prostitute 
and those two men wanted me to do 
something I didn’t want to do. I’m 
afraid they’re going to hurt me. I saw 
your light and I just ran.” 

As the two women talked and 
drank tea, they learned they were 
neighbours who, despite their 
differences, shared much in common. 
Following that surprise encounter, 
Quinn began having conversations 

with her 
neighbours 
about the issues 
threatening 
the safety and 
wellbeing of 
members of 
their community, 
in particular, 
vulnerable 
women. She 
urged people 
to pay close 
attention to what 
was happening 

around them. 
Before long, 
she and her 
friends also 
began walking 
the streets, but 
with protest 
signs bearing a 
clear message: 
“johns go home. 
Stop abusing 
our children and 
woman.”

CEASE grew out of this 
community response to the 
harmful activity of the sex trade in 
Edmonton’s core neighbourhoods. 
It was evident to Quinn and her 
community that the only way to 
stop the harm was to reach the 
perpetrators of sexual violence.

“If we do not talk about the 
demand side and the buyers, 
commonly referred to as johns, about 
why they buy sex, we are doing a 
great disservice to the those who are 
harmed, exploited and trafficked,” 
she said. 

Community partners united to 
create the Edmonton Prostitution 
Offender Program (“john 
school”) in 1996. The Sex Trade 
Offender Program (STOP), as it 
is now known, facilitates healthy 
conversations between sex buyers 
and survivors of sexual exploitation, 
families, neighbourhoods and 
businesses who have been 
harmed by the offender’s 
actions. The offenders 
pay a fee to attend the 
program and the money 
collected is redistributed 
within the community 
to help combat sexual 
exploitation.

“If every city had a 
john school, Canada’s 
landscape would be much 
different today,” said 
Quinn.

The Sex Trade 
Offender program has 
made a positive difference 
because of the survivors who share 
their stories. Taanis Bellerose 
overcame a lifetime of addiction and 
sexual exploitation to become an 
advocate and speaker for CEASE. 
As a child, Bellerose and her sisters 
were abandoned by their parents on 
the Sucker Creek First Nation near 
Slave Lake. They were removed 
from their Cree community during 
the Sixties Scoop and, before she 
turned three, Bellerose was adopted 
by a university professor in Calgary.

During an annual visit back to her 
reserve, when she was around 4 or 

5, Bellerose was sexually assaulted 
by a family member. When she 
returned to Calgary, she told her 
sister who was four years older and 
also adopted. “She told me, ‘That’s 
okay, that’s love,’ and that was the 
start of me believing my body was 
currency to be sold,” said Bellerose. 
Angry at the world and believing 
she was “unwanted, unworthy and 
unloved,” she started self-abusing. 
Her mother was an alcoholic and she 
also became addicted to the alcohol 
that was readily available in their 
home.

At “Juvy Hall,” Bellerose was 
made to wash the other kids’ clothes 
and bleached them in an act of 
defiance. When the bleach turned the 
clothes white, she thought maybe it 
would turn her skin white. 

“I went home and bathed in 
bleach, hoping that I would be white 
so that maybe I could be loved; 
maybe I could be wanted,” she said.

By At age 12, Bellerose was 
living on the streets in a “ghetto in 
Bowness,” and was picked up by 
a man in his forties or fifties “who 
would drive me to the edge of the 
city and groom me.” 

“He showed me how to do all 
these sexual acts, at which point he 
invited his friends in, at which point 
I found out he was getting money for 
that,” she said. “I was pretty sure that 
he cared more about his shoes than 
he did about me.”

Continued on next page.

MARGARET GLIDDEN
Edmonton Editor

Ryan Weston, ACC Animator for Public Witness for Social and Ecological 
Justice, talks with Taanis Bellerose and Kate Quinn of CEASE.
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Edmonton Bishop Jane Alexander and the Rev. Margaret Cornish give 
holy communion to participants in the Engage Freedom! conference 
at Providence Renewal Centre.

Taanis Bellerose, left, shares a laugh with the Rev. Nancy Bruyere, 
from the Spiritual Ministry of Mishamikoweesh.
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Karen Kovacs, diaconal 
postulant, and the Rev. 
Janice Orr, diocesan deacon, 

both from Christ Church Anglican 
in Grande Prairie, represented 
the Diocese of Athabasca at 
Engage Freedom! – Anglicans 
Against Human Trafficking and 
Modern Slavery. This gathering 
of representatives from across the 
Ecclesiastical Province of Rupert’s 
land was held October 21–24, at 
Providence Renewal Centre in 
Edmonton. 

The challenging topic carried 

with it weighty responsibilities. As 
Bishop Jane Alexander stated in the 
opening Eucharist, ‘If you don’t 
know, you can be silent. When you 
know, you must speak.’ We realize 
that to fail to speak is to be complicit 
in the face of oppression.

Dr. Andrea Mann and Dr. Ryan 
Weston, representing the Anglican 
Church of Canada, presented a 
comprehensive introduction to 
human trafficking in Canada. 
Frontline individuals presented 
from their viewpoints as those who 
have been trafficked, those who 
are offering assistance in specific 
sectors, and those who are working 

with government 
agencies with the 
goal of eradicating 
human trafficking.

Recognizing 
poverty as a common 
denominator, 
we considered 
issues related to 
human trafficking, 
including the plight 
of migrant workers, 
often resulting from 
inadequacies of the temporary 
foreign workers program; and sexual 
exploitation with its connection to 
missing and murdered Indigenous 

women and girls. 
We were encouraged by the 

words offered by a participant on her 
sticky note: ‘Light a candle and say 
to the darkness, ‘I beg to differ.’

Anglican community urged to speak up in face of oppression

Janice Orr posts core values she believes should be part of the 
ACC’s strategy to address human trafficking and modern slavery.

Engage Freedom! conference to end human trafficking and modern slavery cont.
Continued from page 7.

The 2003 United Nations Protocol 
to Prevent, Suppress and Punish 
Trafficking in Persons Especially 
Woman and Children, also known as 
the Palermo Protocol, defines human 
trafficking in three parts: Act (recruiting, 
transporting, transferring, harbouring 
or receiving); means (threat, use of 
force, coercion, abduction, fraud, 
deception, abuse of power or position 
of vulnerability, giving or receiving 
payments or benefits to achieve consent 
of a person having control over another 
person); Purpose (sexual exploitation, 
forced labour, servitude, slavery, 
removal of organs).

Human trafficking (including 
trafficking for sex, labour, marriage, 
military service and organs) is an 
offence under Canada’s Criminal and 
Immigration laws. Section 279.01 of the 
Canadian Criminal Code says:

“Every person who recruits, 
transports, transfers, receives, holds, 
conceals or harbours a person, or 
exercises control, direction or influence 
over the movements of a person, for 
the purpose of exploiting them or 
facilitating their exploitation is guilty of 
an indictable offence.”

However, law enforcement 
and frontline service providers lack 
resources and struggle to keep up with 
increasing demand. Canada has not 
had a national plan to combat human 
trafficking since 2016, limiting efforts 
to coordinate and combat trafficking 
across the provinces. According to 
Gosse, efforts to end human trafficking 
are further hindered by the absence of 
a central data collection system, and 
insufficient training for law enforcement 
and health service providers.

The Canadian Centre to End Human 
Trafficking has applied for funding 
from the federal Department of Public 
Safety to start a national human (sex 
and labour) trafficking hotline, similar 
to the one operated by Polaris Project 
in the US. The hotline would provide 
24/7, multilingual assistance to victims, 

provide referrals to local service 
providers (upon request) and receive and 
report tips from the public. The Centre 
is currently developing the infrastructure 
of the Hotline, which will use a victim-
centered approach to connect human 
trafficking victims and survivors with 
emergency, transition, and long-term 
supports and services, with a targeted 
launch in the Spring of 2019. 

The hotline will also contribute 
to the Centre’s capacity to share 
knowledge, statistics, and resources with 
a wider public, including civil society, 
policy-makers, and law enforcement. 
A partnership network with front-line 
service providers and law enforcement 
across the country, will establish the 
response protocols necessary for 
ensuring robust, immediate assistance 
to hotline callers. As well, the outreach 
will contribute to a National Referral 
Directory of fellow anti-trafficking 
organizations which are skilled and 
equipped to provide social service 
support to callers.

Faith communities and individuals 
bring tremendous value to the effort 
to end human trafficking, said Barb 
Gosse. “You are our eyes and ears on the 
ground; you have potential volunteers 
around you all the time and you are 
a powerful community of assistance 
providers,” she said.

“It’s remarkable to see the Anglican 
Church bringing people together across 
the country on this complicated, multi-
faceted topic,” said Gosse. “An educated 
community is one of the best defenses 
against human trafficking,” she said.

In response to the Anglican 
Consultative Council Resolution 15:10 
“On the Trafficking of Persons,” Ryan 
Weston, Animator for Public Witness 
for Social and Ecological Justice 
for the Anglican Church of Canada, 
brought together a group of eight 
resource people from across Canada, 
including the Rev. Lori Calkins from 
the Edmonton diocese’s Indigenous 
Ministries team, to raise awareness and 
develop resources about sexual and 
labour exploitation issues involving 

vulnerable populations. Weston and 
Andrea Mann, Global Relations 
Coordinator, have organized three 
Engage Freedom! regional gatherings 
to animate and support work across 
the church and are planning a fourth 
gathering prior to General Synod in July, 
2018. 

“Anglicans are always and 

everywhere a local and global 
church,” said Mann. “We believe in 
the universality of the gospel and the 
oneness of God’s mission, meaning 
the mission is shared with Christians 
of every part of the world; with their 
distinctive insights and contributions to 
creating a world free of trafficking and 
slavery.”

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because the Lord has anointed me 
to bring good news to the afflicted; 
he has sent me to bind up the broken 
hearted. To proclaim liberty to 
captives and freedom to prisoners. 
Isaiah 61:1

As I write this, we are 
entering the holy season 
of Advent, and we are 

preparing our hearts to welcome 
the One who comes to liberate 
our hearts, minds, and spirits. My 
thoughts turn to a transformational 
gathering I attended in the fall. It 
was called ‘Engage Freedom!’ and 
participants came from all over 
the Province of Rupert’s Land and 
beyond to gain awareness of the 
reality of human trafficking in our 
world and our communities. 

We heard from a wide range 
of presenters on issues related to 
sexual exploitation and labour 
exploitation and trafficking. There 
was so much information and it was 
so emotionally fraught that I confess 
I felt quite overwhelmed during the 
three-day conference. How can it be 
that I’ve been so ignorant of realities 
so close to where I live and work? 
How can I make sense of these 

realities and make an impact on such 
a huge and entrenched social evil? 
What can I do? 

In the weeks since the 
conference I have been trying to 
process the information in my 
mind and my heart. Among the 
many impressions that have lodged 
in my heart, something we heard 
in a short video from the Primate 
(www.anglican.ca/issues/human-
trafficking/ ) keeps coming back to 
me. It’s the simple realization that 
in my community, within blocks 
of where I work in downtown 
Edmonton, there are people who are 
held captive. The freedom I take for 
granted; to do as I wish, to come 
and go as I please, to associate with 
whomever I want, is a basic freedom 
denied to people who are in sexual 
bondage, or caught up in what is 
essentially modern slavery. 

I want to learn more, and I 
want to respond. As the presence 
of Jesus in the world we cannot 
remain silent when the children 
of God are exploited and held in 
bondage. Please watch for more as 
this issue takes its place as a priority 
in our diocese. And watch the video 
featuring Archbishop Fred Hiltz.

 May the peace of Christ, the 
great Liberator, be with you this 
season.

The Rev. QUINN STRIKWERDA
Vicar, All Saints’ Cathedral

Edmonton

All Saints’ Cathedral vicar eager 
to learn more and respond

The Rev. JANICE ORR
Deacon, Christ Church, Grande Prairie
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