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Exodus 23
14 “Three times a year you are to celebrate a 
festival to me.
15 “Celebrate the Festival of Unleavened 
Bread; for seven days eat bread made without 
yeast, as I commanded you. Do this at the 
appointed time in the month of Aviv, for in 
that month you came out of Egypt.
“No one is to appear before me empty-
handed.
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16 “Celebrate the Festival of Harvest with the 
firstfruits of the crops you sow in your field.
“Celebrate the Festival of Ingathering at the 
end of the year, when you gather in your 
crops from the field.
17 “Three times a year all the men are to 
appear before the Sovereign Lord.
18 “Do not offer the blood of a sacrifice to me 
along with anything containing yeast.
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19 “Bring the best of the firstfruits of your soil to 
the house of the Lord your God.
“Do not cook a young goat in its mother’s milk.
20 “See, I am sending an angel ahead of you to 
guard you along the way and to bring you to the 
place I have prepared. 21 Pay attention to him 
and listen to what he says. Do not rebel against 
him; he will not forgive your rebellion, since my 
Name is in him. 
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22 If you listen carefully to what he says and do 
all that I say, I will be an enemy to your 
enemies and will oppose those who oppose 
you. 23 My angel will go ahead of you and 
bring you into the land of the Amorites, 
Hittites, Perizzites, Canaanites, Hivites and 
Jebusites, and I will wipe them out. 24 Do not 
bow down before their gods or worship them 
or follow their practices. You must demolish 
them and break their sacred stones to pieces.
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25 Worship the Lord your God, and his blessing 
will be on your food and water. I will take away 
sickness from among you, 26 and none will 
miscarry or be barren in your land. I will give 
you a full life span. 27 “I will send my terror 
ahead of you and throw into confusion every 
nation you encounter. I will make all your 
enemies turn their backs and run. 28 I will send 
the hornet ahead of you to drive the Hivites, 
Canaanites and Hittites out of your way. 
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29 But I will not drive them out in a single year, 
because the land would become desolate and 
the wild animals too numerous for you. 
30 Little by little I will drive them out before 
you, until you have increased enough to take 
possession of the land.
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31 “I will establish your borders from the Red 
Sea to the Mediterranean Sea, and from the 
desert to the Euphrates River. I will give into 
your hands the people who live in the land, 
and you will drive them out before you. 32 Do 
not make a covenant with them or with their 
gods. 33 Do not let them live in your land or 
they will cause you to sin against me, because 
the worship of their gods will certainly be a 
snare to you.”
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1. Uncompromising Celebration

Hebrews 4:15b
we have one who has been tempted in every 
way, just as we are—yet he did not sin.
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1. Uncompromising Celebration

1 Cor. 5:7
Get rid of the old yeast, so that you may be a 
new unleavened batch—as you really are. For 
Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.
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1. Uncompromising Celebration

Deuteronomy 16:11
And rejoice before the LORD your God at the 
place he will choose as a dwelling for his 
Name—you, your sons and daughters, your 
male and female servants, the Levites in your 
towns, and the foreigners, the fatherless and 
the widows living among you.
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1. Uncompromising Celebration

1 Cor. 15:20
But Christ has indeed been raised from the 
dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen 
asleep.
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1. Uncompromising Celebration

Phil. 4:4-6
Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: 
Rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be evident to 
all. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about 
anything, but in every situation, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, present your 
requests to God.
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Exodus 23:23-24, 32-33
23 My angel will go ahead of you and bring you 
into the land of the Amorites, Hittites, 
Perizzites, Canaanites, Hivites and Jebusites, 
and I will wipe them out. 24 Do not bow down 
before their gods or worship them or follow 
their practices. You must demolish them and 
break their sacred stones to pieces.  
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2. Uncompromising Commitment

Exodus 23:23-24, 32-33
32 Do not make a covenant with them or with 
their gods. 33 Do not let them live in your land 
or they will cause you to sin against me, 
because the worship of their gods will 
certainly be a snare to you.”
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2. Uncompromising Commitment

We all, like sheep, have gone astray,
each of us has turned to our own way… -

Isaiah 53:6 
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2. Uncompromising Commitment

[Jesus said,] “Whoever wants to be my 
disciple must deny themselves and take up 
their cross daily and follow me. 24 For whoever 
wants to save their life will lose it, but 
whoever loses their life for me will save it. 
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2. Uncompromising Commitment

25 What good is it for someone to gain the 
whole world, and yet lose or forfeit their very 
self? 26 Whoever is ashamed of me and my 
words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of 
them when he comes in his glory and in the 
glory of the Father and of the holy angels. –
Luke 9:23-26
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2. Uncompromising Commitment

Hebrews 12:1-2
…let us throw off everything that hinders and 
the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run 
with perseverance the race marked out for us, 
2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and 
perfecter of faith…
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