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We are in week six of a series we’ve called The Big Picture.  In this series we are 
looking at the values statement our church drew up a few years back that we designed 
to be the keel that keeps our ship headed in the direction we mean to be heading.  And 
our values statement reads: At Lighthouse/Fort George we seek to glorify God by being 
conformed to the image of Christ. 
 
So that’s where we want to pour our passion.  That’s where we want to spend our 
energy and our resources.  And in order to do this we need to keep this statement fresh 
in our minds.  We are people who bring glory to God by looking like Jesus.   
… 
Now, in order to sharpen us on this journey we’ve been in The Great Commandment 
and the Great Commission.  Two sections of text where Jesus sums up what it means 
to be part of His church and follow Him. 
 
And so in Matthew 22 we looked at what it looks like to love the loving God; and then to 
love ourselves and love our neighbours.  But now we are beginning to look at the 
content of that love.  Christian love isn’t about being nice, it has a message.   
 
And we are going to get there next week and the week after, but today we are looking at 
the authority behind this message.  
 
Now authority is an interesting topic right now.  In years past authority figures were 
respected and trusted, but now, at an increasing rate, authority is suspect. 
 
Just think of the way our understanding of authority figures has changed with media 
stories of police brutality, residential schools, the #metoo scandals or the oppression 
that the Black Lives Matter movement has brought to light.  The message is clear, at 
best authority figures have dropped the ball and at worst they have been intentionally 
perpetrating wickedness. 
 
So turn back to the people you were facing when you came in.  We’ve got three 
questions on the screen for discussion.  Go. 

1.) What is your name? 
2.) How do you know when it is good to challenge authority?  
3.) If you had a friend who was doubting their faith what would you say or do?  Why? 

 
Go ahead, grab your Bible and open it to Matthew 28.  We are going to pick it up in 
verse 16 and read through to the end of the chapter.  Would you stand with me for the 
reading of God’s word?  Hear now the word of the Lord. 
 
[Read Matthew 28:16-20] 
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This is the word of the Lord.  You may be seated. 
 
So here’s the context: we have the 11 disciples, Jesus’ closest friends.  And they have 
headed back to Galilee – Jesus’ home turf.  And they are headed here to meet Jesus 
because He told them to through the women who saw Him at the empty tomb.  That’s 
the story just before this one. 
 
And this is a bit of a mind bender all by itself.  In the first century women weren’t allowed 
to give testimony in court – their words didn’t count.  In Rome women weren’t people, 
they were the property of their husbands right along with slaves.  Women had no 
authority in Jesus’ day. 
 
And yet Jesus chose women to be the first preachers of His good news.  Get this: the 
gospel is the good news that God’s kingdom has broken into our world.  And this 
culminates in Jesus’ death and resurrection on our behalf.  And preaching is bearing 
testimony to this in a way that says “Hey, live your life consistent with this good news.  
And that’s the message these women preached to the disciples.  And the disciples 
recognized that Jesus did weird things with authority and they responded by heading to 
the mountain. 
… 
Now these 11 guys had been with Jesus through His entire ministry.  They watched Him 
rebuke storms and walk on water.  They watched Him break two fish and five loaves 
into thousands of pieces.  And they watched Him die and now had encountered Him 
resurrected.   
 
We know from other texts that Jesus hung out, or rather showed Himself to His disciples 
multiple times during the 40 day period after the resurrection and before this text.  And 
so powerful were these encounters that the disciples were already viewing Him as God. 
 
Verse 17 says “They worshipped Him.”  Now think of what a big deal this was.  These 
men were monotheists – they believed in one God.  And they knew Jesus as a man.  
And yet what they had witnessed led them to conclude God was among them.   
 
And that makes sense right?  I mean after all they had seen wouldn’t faith in Jesus be 
the natural conclusion?  Wouldn’t you worship if you found yourself standing face to 
face with the resurrected Jesus? 
… 
Maybe not.  The very next words are “But some doubted.”  But some of the 11 disciples 
who had seen everything the other disciples saw, and in fact were looking Jesus in the 
eyes – doubted that He was actually who He said He was. 
 
Because after all statistically it’s impossible for God to become a man.  It never 
happened before.  And scientifically it can’t be reproduced.  So how can we know for 
sure? 
… 
Have you ever wrestled with doubt?  Like wondered whether this could really be true?   
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… 
If you have, you are pretty normal.  And that’s because doubt is very much a part of 
faith.  They are sisters on either side of the same coin.  And that’s because the opposite 
of doubt is not faith, it is certainty.  If you know something for certain then it is 
impossible for faith to enter the equation.  So it’s not a matter of faith when you tell 
someone 2+2 is 4.  And similarly, there will be no faith when Jesus returns in glory.  It 
won’t matter whether you believe in Him or not, every knee will bow.  But for now God’s 
design for our relationship with Him requires faith.  So Paul writes: 

Now we see things imperfectly, like puzzling reflections in a mirror, but then we 

will see everything with perfect clarity. All that I know now is partial and 

incomplete, but then I will know everything completely, just as God now knows 

me completely. (1 Corinthians 13:12) 

 
So until Christ returns doubt and faith will go together.  But we aren’t very good at doubt 
in church are we?  I mean have you ever found it hard to admit that you were wresting 
with doubt to the people in church?  Doubt is a four-letter-word in circles like ours, isn’t 
it?  If you tell someone that you have doubts about Christ there is a good chance they 
will get defensive.  After all, you are saying you doubt what they hold to be true at the 
very center of their being.   
 
It turns out doubt is a bit like marriage trouble.  Not many people say: “Hey, last year we 
got married.  That was 5-stars.  But we are at about 3.5 now and feel like we are on a 
trajectory towards 2.”  Many people don’t admit their marriage is in trouble until they 
have decided to get a divorce.  After all what would you say? 
 
And that’s often what happens with faith.  People don’t admit they are struggling with 
doubt until they are ready to throw in the towel.  And that’s because the people around 
us aren’t comfortable with doubt.  But Jesus is.   
 
Look at verse 17.  These people had witnessed all the authority and power of Jesus – 
He had transformed their lives – so they worshipped Him; but some doubted.  And into 
that reality we get verse 18 which says “Then Jesus came to them…”  Jesus moves 
towards us in our doubt.   
 
This is good news for everyone who has looked at the brokenness in the world and had 
questions.  And it’s good news because Jesus is the Truth.  So if you want truth He 
says “Question all you want.  Dig deep.  If it is truth you are seeking you are going to 
find Me.”  Of course sometimes we don’t want truth, we just hurt. 
… 
So how do you respond when a friend struggles with doubt?  Usually we want to 
respond with proof right?  We want to convince them so that their uncomfortable doubt 
will go away.  But Jesus doesn’t do that.  He moves towards them, not with proof to 
remove the need for faith, but with His presence and a truth claim He invites them to 
weigh: “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me.”  And this is where 
we are going to camp today. 
… 
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So if there is any question, what Jesus is saying here is “I’m the CEO of the universe.  
I’m in total control of everything.  So when an earthquake causes a church to collapse 
on a room full of Jesus worshippers, I’m in control.  When a tsunami kills hundreds of 
thousands of men, women and children, I’m in control.  When a virus shuts down the 
entire world, I’m in control.  There isn’t a single maverick molecule in all creation that 
contradicts My word.  I am sovereign.” 
 
But how can a good God allow all this evil to happen to me?  The short answer is He is 
working out a master plan that we aren’t far enough up the pay grade to understand.  
Now I don’t like that, but here is what Jesus is doing:  He doesn’t comfort by explaining 
what He is up to.  Instead He comforts by coming close and telling us to trust that He is 
good and He is in control.  
 
And as such what Jesus says here is totally consistent with the rest of His life.  So long 
before Jesus rose from the dead He oozed authority and presence.   
 
After He finished His Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 7 the people looked at each 
other and said “My goodness, this guy teaches with authority like we’ve never seen 
before.”  And it wasn’t just people who recognized His authority, even the demons 
recognized Him. 
 
I mean there are no just stories in the Gospels where Jesus gets in a fight with a 
demon.  And demons aren’t known for being particularly cooperative.  But with Jesus 
they beg for mercy.  They ask Him to send them into pigs instead of torturing them 
before their time.  They shriek and convulse their victims, but there is no question about 
whether they are going to comply with Jesus’ demands.  They all know He’s the boss.  
The Gospels are full of stories about Jesus’ coming close with authority. 
 
So when Jesus walks into a room and there is a man dangling from the ceiling He says 
“Your sins are forgiven.”  Now the Pharisees can’t handle that He would forgive sins – 
only God can do that.  And so Jesus says “I’m going to prove I’ve got the authority to do 
what only God can do by doing something else only God can do”  And so He turns 
toward the forgiven, paralyzed man speaks “get up and walk.” 
 
And it’s the same with the storm.  Jesus is in the boat with His disciples when He tells 
the wind and waves what to do.  Authority and presence. 
 
So these aren’t just a side issues for Jesus, authority with presence is the most 
common way Jesus is pictured throughout the Gospels.  And He sums all that up in this 
verse – “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me.”   
 
And the thing with authority like this is, in one sense, it doesn’t matter whether we 
acknowledge it or not. 
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So during the Cold War, communist atheistic Russia and the supposed “Christian” 
United States were racing for space domination.  And the first man into space was a 
Russian Cosmonaut named Yuri Gagarin.  And when he reached space he is quoted as 
saying “I looked and looked and I see no God up here.” 
 
It turns out he didn’t actually say this, it was someone else.  But that captured the 
sentiment of the day.  And so when Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin landed on the 
moon, just before they emerged and took one small step for man but one giant leap for 
mankind, Aldrin pulled out a Bible, a silver chalice and a bit of bread.  And there on the 
moon, his first act was to celebrate communion.1   
 
All authority in heaven belongs to Me whether it is acknowledged or not.  And on earth 
it’s the same.  There is no king, there is no country, there is no manifesto there is no 
cause that supersedes Jesus’ authority.  Ultimately everything and everyone is living out 
the reality that His kingdom is coming and His will is being done. 
 
The question is whether we will participate with this willingly or not.  But people who do, 
who accept Jesus’ authority even when they don’t get all the answers, get the 
untouchable abundant life Jesus offers.   
 
So the Apostle Paul was always getting into trouble with the “authorities” but he was 
untouchable.  So they arrested him and said “You need to stop talking about Jesus or 
we are going to kill you.”  And his response was “Great!  To die is gain.”   
 
They didn’t want that so they said: “Ha!  We are going to let you live.  “That’s fine.  To 
live is Christ.” 
 
“Well, then we are going to torture you with lashes and stoning and ridicule.”  “Hmmm, 
I’m not going to enjoy that, but I count these light and momentary troubles as nothing in 
comparison to the surpassing worth of Christ.”   
 
“Well, then we are going to lock you up and throw away the key.”  “That’s okay too, but 
here’s the deal.  I’m going to worship anyway.  And more than likely your jail is going to 
need remodeling when I’m done.  Angels are probably going to rip the doors off this 
place.  But even if they don’t then all your guards are going to get converted and keep 
doing the work I started anyway so it’s up to you.” 
… 
Paul understood that all authority on heaven and on earth belongs to Jesus and it made 
him untouchable.2  It didn’t make life easy for him, but he really lived even to death. 
… 
So how does Jesus’ authority play out in your life?  Are you bending your knee to it?  Do 
you meditate on it?  Do you spend time doing the math on what it means that all 
authority in heaven and on earth belongs to Jesus?  

 
1 http://www.actsweb.org/articles/article.php?i=17&d=1&c=1&p=1 (Accessed October 23, 2020) 
2 This section adapted from Matt Chandler https://www.tvcresources.net/resource-library/sermons/the-
authority-of-christ/ (Accessed October 23, 2020) 

http://www.actsweb.org/articles/article.php?i=17&d=1&c=1&p=1
https://www.tvcresources.net/resource-library/sermons/the-authority-of-christ/
https://www.tvcresources.net/resource-library/sermons/the-authority-of-christ/
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… 
While Jesus moves towards us with His presence, in our doubt, He doesn’t leave it 
ambiguous what He wants us to do with His authority. 
… 
So there are two implications I want to draw out briefly in closing today.  I want to talk 
about how Jesus’ authority speaks into our doubt and how it requires our obedience. 
 
First, Jesus speaks authority into the dark and mirky and uncomfortable realm of our 
doubt; and He does this with His presence.  Jesus moves towards us. 
… 
So Jesus doesn’t slap us on the wrist when we doubt.  And that’s because He knows 
the uncertainty we live in.  And He knows the answer to our doubt is not fact but trust.  
That’s the design.  He made this place in such a way that the choice between faith and 
the rejection of faith that we all have to make is not mathematical. 
 
God could type messages to us in the stars.  God could heal every person we pray for.  
God could remove doubt from every equation.  But if He did that He would also be 
removing faith and ultimately love. 
 
And so yes, there is evidence that demands a verdict, but there is no proof.  And so it is 
possible for brilliant minds to both see God at work in the stars and in their own lives, 
and for others not to see anything at all.  That’s the design.   
 
And that’s because faith isn’t simply about believing the right things, it is about choosing 
to live our lives for Jesus’ glory, instead of your own, because He is God.  It is the 
choice to love Him even though He doesn’t give us all the answers.  And for love to 
exist freedom has to exist.  So God will not dictate belief, which means doubt will remain 
part of the equation. 
… 
So when you find yourself doubting don’t shove it under the carpet and hide it until it 
festers into unbelief.  Instead look at the claims of authority Jesus made, measure them 
and take your doubt to Him as He moves towards you.  David is a great example of this.  
He prayed: 

O LORD, how long will You forget me? Forever? 

    How long will You look the other way? 

How long must I struggle with anguish in my soul, 

    with sorrow in my heart every day?... 

But I trust in Your unfailing love. 

    I will rejoice because You have rescued me. 

I will sing to the LORD 

    because He is good to me. (Psalm 13) 
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The opposite of faith is not doubt, it is unbelief.  It is the decision to refuse to bend your 
knee to a God you cannot understand.  But that is a decision that gets made, not by 
lack of evidence, but by a refusal to trust.  So weigh the claim of authority that Jesus 
makes and let Him meet you in your doubt. 
… 
And this leads to the last conclusion I want to make, and that is that Jesus’ authority has 
implications for our obedience.  Jesus’ authority means sin matters. 
… 
So we often think the sins we give ourselves to are no big deal – like they don’t hurt 
anyone so what’s the problem.  But it’s like this: 
 
If you corner me after the service and ask: “What did you do last night?”  There is a 
good chance I’ll respond “Ummm… nothing.”  Which isn’t true.  But maybe I just don’t 
feel like talking to you.  And frankly there are no repercussions for lying like this. 
 
But if the RCMP serves me a warrant and asks me “What did you do last night?”  And I 
respond: “Ummm… nothing.”  Then that’s obstruction of justice.   
 
And the reason that happens is because when you go up the ladder of authority what 
you say matters more.  And so with Jesus we’ve climbed that ladder to the very top.  
He’s the sovereign God of the universe.  And so all of a sudden everything matters.  
Jesus has the ultimate authority.  Paul writes: 

Therefore, God elevated (Jesus) to the place of highest honor 

    and gave Him the name above all other names, 

that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 

    in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

and every tongue declare that Jesus Christ is Lord (Philippians 2:9-11) 

 
The fact is God doesn’t negotiate or make deals with us.  He calls us to action as our 
God – and we will get into that next week and the week after.  But for now every action 
we make against Him is treason.  Sin matters. 
… 
So God calls us to obedience in the face of uncertainty, not because He wants to make 
us miserable, but because He knows that He is the path to the abundant life we all 
seek.  He designed this place so that our obedience to live for His glory results in our 
good.  And so it’s only when we willingly bow to His authority, in spite of not getting all 
the answers, that we really live. 
 
So friends, all the authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Jesus, so take 
your doubt to Him, and choose to live your life to His glory.  And then sensitively turn 
around and offer His presence, not proof, to the people who doubt around you. 


