
 

THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 

Seeds, Lamps, Listening  |  Luke 8.1-21 |  October 25, 2020 

Question:  Do you find Bible uplifting, encouraging, hard, or challenging? 

“Nobody ever outgrows Scripture; the book widens and deepens with our years.” 

Charles Spurgeon 

Question: What is the difference between listening and hearing? 

In this parable there are 4 types of ground that the seed falls upon? 

• Hard path  

• Rocky ground  

• Thorny ground   

• Good ground 

Hard path – This person allows no room for the word in their lives – the bible never 
seems to be real or relevant. For this person the word never enters their mind let 
alone their heart. The Bible is simply not considered. At best this person may listen 
but doesn’t hear the word.   

Rocky ground - These are the ones that hear the Bible (perhaps a good sermon), 
receive with joy;  yet the word is never given the time needed to take any root or 
have any lasting influence.  So, before long the person has moves on,  leaving 
behind the word that was relevant to them for a short time.  

You may hear that person say – the Bible gets far to close and personal, the Bible 
asks too much. When sensing the Bible calling for any type of accountability they 
tap out. 

DISCUSSION NOTES 



The Seed will never take root.  You might hear that person say – this will cost me 
too much?   I am prepared to follow some of the Bible but not all of it. There are 
too many heavy rocks to lift.  

Question:  Do you agree or disagree and why? 

 “Most people are bothered by those passages of Scripture they do not understand, 
but the passages that bother me are those I do understand.”  Mark Twain is 
speaking about rocky ground.” Mark Twain 

Thorny ground - These are the people that when hearing the Bible, forget what 
they have heard. 

These types of “thorns” (roadblocks) are often:  pre-set opinions, attitudes, 
questions that have never been answered, preferences, perhaps a list of prayers 
that they thought should be answered, persistent lifestyle choices, pride, hurt, 
pain, bitterness, relationships, personal goals  

What should be noted is that: The difference is never the seed,  it is all about 
ground the seed lands on.   

Good Ground - These are the people that hear, understand, apply and obey the 
word, and it produces a huge harvest. 

Read: Luke 8:9-10 

Question: In what ways are the Bible a mystery requiring the help of the Holy 
Spirit to understand? 

1. Becoming a Person who hears the word of God and obeys 

• Change your language 

• Don’t use “read the bible”.Introduce the word hear the Bible.   

• Question: what difference could this make in your approach to the Bible 



• Begin your hearing time with prayer   

• Question: what difference could this make in your approach to the 
Bible? 

• Ideas on How to Practice Hearing 

• Note: Forget quantity and go for quality. It is not about reading – it is 
about hearing. 

• Write the Word 

• Write the entire verse at least once. 

• Memorize the Verses 

• Speak the Word 

• Gently speak out loud several times to help you hear. 

• Sing the Word 

• Sing the Bible? Singing can unlock the heart and emotions. 

• Pray the Bible 

• Turn the Bible into a dialogue with God.  

• Picture the Bible 

       Note: There is no right or wrong way, we just have to get to hearing the word. 

2. As you practice hearing, ask these questions:  

• What is going on? 

• Ask simple questions  / gather the basic facts of who, what, where, 
and when.  

• Ask yourself – what don’t I understand?    

• Key here is:  Don’t pretend to know. 

• What does it mean? 

• Big Clue - No matter where you turn, your Bible is about Jesus. 

• You Ask: what about the Old Testament?  Jesus is concealed in the 
Old Testament and revealed in the New Testament 

• What does it mean to me?  

• I heard it once said - “Apply yourself wholly to the Scriptures and then 
apply the Scriptures wholly to yourself.”     



• By asking this last question you are allowing  the text to study you.   

3. You will find that in your hearing the Bible is: 

• Personal  

• It is not a rule book.  It is a book about relationship– a love letter that was 
written with your best interests in mind.  As you hear what the bible says 
to you, about you, and some of the greatest questions we have and 
longings in our heart will be answered.  

• Prophetic 

• It helps us understand where we are in History.  It shows us where 
mankind has been an answers so many questions about what God is up 
to and what He the future will look like for you as a follower of Christ.  
There is great warning and invitation for those that are not presently 
following Christ. 

• Pointer 

• The Bible points in the direction of how to find our way to God and to 
our neighbour.  

Question: If  you had to put a name on things today:  Are you: 

• A hard path  

• Rocky ground  

• Thorny ground   

• Good ground 

Question:  What are some things you can do to be good and ground and remain 
good ground? 


