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Text: Tanzanian traditional; tr. Howard S. Olson, b. 1922
Music: NENO LAKE MUNGU, Tanzanian tune
Text © 1968 Lutheran Theological College, Makumira, Tanzania, admin. Augsburg Fortress
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Prelude 

Welcome
*Hymn:  “Listen, God is Calling”
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Confession and Forgiveness
P:  In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C:  Amen.
You may dip your finger in water and make the sign of the cross on your forehead as a reminder of your baptism.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Please keep silence for reflection

Faithful God,

have mercy on us.
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways.
We pass judgment on one another before examining ourselves.
We place our own needs before those of our neighbors.
We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves.
Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, 

and turn us again to life in you
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
God hears the cries of all who call out in need,

and through his death and resurrection, Christ has made us his own.

Hear the truth that God proclaims:

Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ.

Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness

to do God’s work in the world.

Amen.
Peace:  

P  As forgiven people, we have peace with God, and peace with one another.

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C  And also with you. 


P  Let us share that peace with one another. Please take a moment to share God’s peace with those near to you, and say a prayer of peace for those at a distance.
P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C
And also with you.
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Hymn of Praise: “A Mighty Fortress is Our God”


 Red Book # 504
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Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
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Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress
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P
The Lord be with you

C
And also with you
Let us pray together the Prayer of the Day

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Children’s Message
First Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34

31The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.

R
The Word of the Lord

C
Thanks be to God
Second Reading: Romans 3:19-28

19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin.
  21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.
  27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law.

R
The Word of the Lord

C
Thanks be to God
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Holy Gospel: John 8:31-36
C

Glory to you, O Lord
31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”
  34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”

The Gospel of the Lord

C
Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon by Pastor John Rothfusz
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Hymn: “Built on a Rock




Red Book # 652
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Text: Nikolai F. S. Grundtvig, 1783-1872; tr. Carl Doving, 1867-1937, adapt.

Music: KIRKEN DEN ER ET GAMMEL HUS, Ludvig M. Lindeman, 1812-1887

Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress
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The Rite of Confirmation:

P
These persons have been instructed in the Christian faith and desire to make public affirmation of their Baptism.
Their names and verses are read.
Connor Brace, Owen Friedlund, Caleb Hoffman, Curt Sosnowski, Connor Watson.
P
Dear friends in Christ, we rejoice that you now desire to make public profession of your faith and assume greater responsibility in the life of our Christian community and its mission in the world. In Holy Baptism our Lord Jesus Christ received you and made you members of his Church. In the community of God's people, you have learned from his Word God's loving purpose for you and all creation. You have been nourished at his holy table and called to be witnesses to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Now, therefore, I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the Church, the faith in which we baptize.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, the powers of this world that rebel against God, and the ways of sin that draw you from God?

R
I renounce them.

Profession of Faith: The confirmands confess their faith together

P
Do you believe in God the Father?

C
I believe in God, the Father almighty,


creator of heaven and earth.

P
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

C
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,


who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,


born of the virgin Mary,


suffered under Pontius Pilate,


was crucified, died, and was buried;


he descended to the dead.


On the third day he rose again;


he ascended into heaven,


he is seated at the right hand of the Father,


and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

P
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

C
I believe in the Holy Spirit,


the holy catholic church,


the communion of saints,


the forgiveness of sins,


the resurrection of the body,


and the life everlasting. Amen.

Declaration of Intent by Confirmands

P
You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant God made with you in Holy Baptism:

to live among God’s faithful people,

to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper,

to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,

to serve all people, following the example of our Lord Jesus,

and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?

Each confirmand answers in turn.

R
I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.

P
People of God, do you promise to support these sisters and brothers and pray for them in their life in Christ?

C
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

P
Let us pray. Those making affirmation kneel. 

P
Gracious Lord, through water and the Spirit you have made these men and women your own. You forgave them all their sins and brought them to newness of life. Continue to strengthen them with the Holy Spirit, and daily increase in them your gifts of grace: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. 

C
Amen

Laying On of Hands: Parents and Mentors come forward
P
Father in heaven, for Jesus' sake, stir up in [name] the gift of your Holy Spirit; confirm his faith, guide his life, empower him in his serving, give him patience in suffering, and bring him/her to everlasting life. 

Each person answers: Amen

Present confirmation stole

P
Let us rejoice with these sisters and brothers in Christ.

C
We rejoice with you in the life of baptism.
Together we will give thanks and praise to God
and proclaim the good news to all the world.
P
I declare that these are confirmed members of Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Offering:   Jesus calls us as his own and invites us to follow him in faith. We show our thanks as we lift up our tithes and offerings to the Lord. Please take a moment now to make an electronic offering to the church on the website, with the Tithe.ly app or write a check and send it in. 
Offering Music: “O Jesus, I Have Promised” 
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Text: John E. Bode, 1816-1874, alt.
Music: MUNICH, Neuvermehrtes Gesangbuch, Meiningen, 1693
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Prayers: After each portion of the prayers finishes with “Lord in your mercy,” please respond, “Hear our prayer.”
Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen
Announcements

Benediction: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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Hymn: “You Are Mine” 
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Text: David Haas, b. 1957
Music: YOU ARE MINE, David Haas

Text and music © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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*Dismissal

P
Go in peace to serve the Lord.
C
Thanks be to God! 

Postlude 
