
 
 

ACCEPT NO SUBSTITUTES 

 

A little girl was drawing a picture at school.  Her teacher asked her what she was drawing and she said, 

"I'm drawing a picture of God."  The teacher said, "But nobody knows what God looks like."  The girl 

said, "They will when I get done."  That's harmless for a kid but a lot of adults are doing that.  The 

Bible says that God created us in His image, but we have returned the favour and sought to recreate 

Him in our own image.  We try to create little gods we can control and who will justify our own beliefs 

and lifestyles.  Gods that give us what we want and expect nothing in return. 

 

There was once a little Catholic boy who wanted a new bicycle and told his mom.  She said "Why 

don't you pray about it?"  He decided he would write a letter to Jesus "Dear Jesus, I want a new bicycle 

and I've been perfect for the last year."  He knew that wasn't right so he crumpled the page and threw it 

away.  "Dear Jesus, I've been a good boy most of the time."  He knew that wasn't right so he threw that 

away.  "Dear Jesus, I want to be a good boy."  He new that wasn't right either, so he threw that away.  

He goes into the living room, grabs the statue of Mary, wraps it up in a towel and throw it under the 

bed.  Then he writes, "OK Jesus, if you ever want to see your mother again..."   

 

Like that little boy there are many people today trying to manipulate God.  Last week we talked about 

the fact that God needs to be first in our lives.  Whenever something else takes God’s place as in our 

lives there are problems.  Today we are continuing our series on the Ten Commandments.  They are 

really ten values to building stronger families.  Today we're going to look at the 2nd commandment; 

 

Exodus 20:4-6  You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on 

the earth beneath or in the waters below.  5  You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, 

the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and 

fourth generation of those who hate me,  6  but showing love to a thousand generations of those who 

love me and keep my commandments. 

 

What is an idol?  And idol is anything you love more, fear more, value more or serve more than God. 

You fill in the blank.  An idol is anything that takes our focus off God and puts it on something else.  

Whenever anything is first in your life and it is not God then it is an idol.   

 

Idolatry is worshiping anything that ought to be used, or using anything that ought to be worshiped -- 

Augustine 

 

To idolize something means to that we value something more than God.  In Bible times there were 

three primary idols.  There was Baal who was the god of sex.  There was Mammon who was the god of 

money.  And there was Molech who was the god of violence.   

 

Today there are not as many METAL images, we have MENTAL images.  You can find shrines in 

home in Brampton, there is a Buddhist shrine at the door of the restaurant I often eat at on Kenedy at 

Quees.  More often the shrine that you find in most Canadian homes is not a metal statue by the door 

but an electronic screen that you plug in called the TV.  Every night when we turn it on we see the 

idols of our culture.  We don't worship objects today as much as we worship images, images of 

success, images of wealth, images of status, images of sensuality.  Why is it wrong to worship idols?  

 

1. FULFILLMENT  - Idols will DISSAPOINT me, only God can DELIGHT me 



 
 

Idols always promise more than they can deliver.  On TV it says wear our label and you'll be popular, 

buy our product and you'll be successful, drink our beer and you will surrounded by attractive women, 

buy our toothpaste and you'll have sex appeal.  They always promise more than they can deliver.   

 

Jeremiah 10:14-15  Everyone is senseless and without knowledge; every goldsmith is shamed by his 

idols. His images are a fraud; they have no breath in them.  15  They are worthless, the objects of 

mockery; when their judgment comes, they will perish. 

 

Have you ever ordered something through a mail order catalog and when you got it you were 

disappointed with what you got?  Anytime you put any person, any thing, any product in the place of 

God, anytime you expect any one to solve all your problems or guarantee all your happiness you're 

going to be disappointed.  Idols will always disappoint you.  

 

When I was a kid I ordering the venus fly trap from the back of a fishing magazine.  A few years ago I 

had gotten sea monkeys and they were a big dissapointment.  They weren’t monkeys at all – just little 

shrimp.  I knew the venus fly trap would make me happy.  I pictured myself coming home from school 

and catching flies to feed it.  The day finally came when it arrived.  It was this little green sprout in a 

plastic cup.  I thought if I gave it lots of water it would grow faster.  After about a week it was dead. 

 

Have you ever been like that?  You see something and you think to yourself that if you just had it then 

you would be happy.  You think about all the time, you save for it but when you finally get it you are 

dissapointed? 

 

When you put God first in your life and you love Him first, God says you will experience all the 

fulfillment in life that you've been looking for in other places. 

 

Psalms 37:4  Delight yourself in the LORD and he will give you the desires of your heart. 

 

Look at that promise.  It says that if I seek my happiness in the Lord and not in other things then God 

will give me my heart's desire.  That is a guarantee.  He says, Try it; put Me first, and love Me first and 

worship Me first and watch if I don't bring the fulfillment you've always wanted in life.  

 

Remember the movie The Little Mermaid.  Ariel so wanted to become a human that she sold her soul 

to the Sea Witch to try and get her way.  In the end it only led to bondage.  It was her father who 

sacrificed himself for her who all along that had the power to make her dreams come true.   

 

1 Corinthians 2:9  However, as it is written: "No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived 

what God has prepared for those who love him" 

 

With God you always get even more that you could ask or imagine.  Accept no substitute.  Don't settle 

for an image of God.  An image is only a shadow of the real thing. 

 

2. FREEDOM - Idols will DOMINATE me, only God can DELIVER me 

 

1 Corinthians 12:2  You know that when you were pagans, somehow or other you were influenced and 

led astray to mute idols. 

 



 
 

This verse says there are two inevitable effects when you love something more than God.  First, it says 

that you will be INFLUENCED.  The thing you love more than God will begin to control you.  The 

word we use today for idols is the word "addiction".  You can be addicted to your work, to sex, to 

sports, to numerous things besides alcohol or drugs.  But eventually it runs your life when you love 

something more than you love God.  People say "I can give it up at any time."  Then why don't you.  It 

will dominate your life and it will distract your life.   

 

Second, it says you will be LEAD ASTRAY.  You will lose your perspective when something takes 

the place in your life that ought to be where God is.  How many people by the lure of a wealth were led 

to neglect their family at a crucial time in the kids lives?  For the promise of fame compromised their 

integrity?   How many because they wanted to fit in threw their convictions out the door.  God says if 

you don't watch out, anything that you love more than God will distract you and you will lose your 

values.  It will dominate your life and make a mess out of it. 

 

Remember, people can be idols.  Have you ever allowed a person in your life to so control you by their 

approval or disapproval that everything you did was for them?  If you allow them to control you and 

chose what's right for you, even if it's the wrong thing, that's not just called co-dependency, that's 

called idolatry.  It's making that person god.  For some that person might be a parent that guilts you 

into doing whatever they want.  For some that may be a child or a spouse. 

 

The bible says you will experience freedom like you've never felt if you will put God in first place in 

your life.   

 

John 8:32-36  Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free."  33  They answered him, 

"We are Abraham's descendants and have never been slaves of anyone. How can you say that we shall 

be set free?"  34  Jesus replied, "I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin.  35  Now a 

slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever.  36  So if the Son sets you 

free, you will be free indeed. 

 

How does it set me free?  I no longer have to worry bout the approval of other people because I'm only 

focusing on pleasing God.  I don't have to please everyone.  You live for an audience of One.  You say 

“God, you're number one in my life and I will focus on doing what You say because that will always 

be the right thing."  It's so relaxing.  It sets you free from the expectations and approval of others. 

 

You're set free from your PAST.  I've been completely forgiven.  I don't carry those regrets any more.  

I'm set free in the PRESENT, I have a new power to break the habits I couldn't break on my own.  I'm 

free in the FUTURE, I'm not afraid of dying, I know where I'm going.  I'm free in the past, present, and 

future.  That is real freedom. 

 

I remember reading the story of a house fire in the middle east where an Indian man ran back into his 

burning house to get his valuables, but he didn’t make it out. He was found in the ashes clutching an 

ivory idol. The headlines read, "Man dies trying to save his god." Two thousand years ago on a hill 

called Calvary, the Son of God hung bleeding and dying for a lost world. If there had been a Jerusalem 

Post back then, the headlines might have read, "God dies trying to save his man." How can we fail to 

live for such a God who gave his everything for us that we might have everything in him? 

 

 



 
 

3. FAITH - Idols will DEFORM me, only God can DEVELOP me 

 

Idols will change you.  They'll warp you, you will lose your uniqueness that God gave you because you 

become like what you value most. 

 

Psalms 115:4-8  But their idols are silver and gold, made by the hands of men…8  Those who make 

them will be like them, and so will all who trust in them. 

 

We shape an idol and it ends up shaping us.  You will become like whatever is first place in your life.  

So you better reserve that spot for God or you're going to get deformed from being what God meant for 

you to be in the first place. 

 

One time a rich young ruler came to Jesus.  He said "What must I do to follow Christ?  What must I do 

to have eternal life?"  Jesus said, "Go, sell everything you've got and give it to the poor and come 

follow me."  It's interesting that not one other time in the Bible did Jesus say that to anybody.  He only 

said it to him.  Why?  Because Jesus knew the idol in his life was his bank account.  He went straight 

to the heart of the issue and said, you've got another god in your life and if you really want to follow 

Me, give up what you've got and come. 

 

Matthew 6:24  No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will 

be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money. 

 

What do you need to give up?  What is it that you're holding on to that's keeping you from being all 

God wants you to be?  "I don't want to let go of this relationship; I know it's not right but I don't want 

to let go of it."  "I know this career is not right but I'm going to hold on to it."  "I know this habit isn't 

right, but I'm going to hold on to it."  It's an idol.  If God tells you to give up something and you can't 

let go of it, you don't own it, it owns you.   

 

Do you remember the 3rd in the Indiana Jones series, the Last Crusade?  In the last scene they find the 

holy grail. Then there is an earthquake, the earth splits and the lady who's been trying to get the grail 

through the whole show, falls down into a crevice.  She's either got to grab the grail or let go.  They're 

saying, Save your life!  But she reaches after the wrong thing and loses her life.  She couldn't let go.  

Idols will distract you, dominate you, disappoint you, and will eventually destroy you if you don't 

watch out.  So God says, "For your own good don't let anything get first place in your life -- career, 

girlfriend, dream, not anything, keep Me first." 

 

When I put God first in my life it develops me, it helps me develop my potential, become the unique 

person God met for me to be in the first place.  You will become like what you love. 

 

2 Corinthians 3:17-18  Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.  

18  And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his 

likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit. 

 

Whatever you love you're going to become like.  Whatever you worship you're going to become like.  

If you love money you're going to become materialistic.  If you worship yourself, you're going to 

become more selfish.  If you worship Christ, love Christ, you're going to become like Him.  That's 

what God wants you to become.   



 
 

God wants you to develop the characteristics of Christ -- love, joy, peace and all the other 

characteristics of Jesus Christ.  It develops you to your full potential.  You can't become all God wants 

you to be and your family can't be all you want it to be without putting Him first in your life. 

 

Henry Opukaha’ia (Obookiah) was born in Hawaii in 1792.  At the age of 10 his entire family was 

killed during a tribal war. As he fled from the battle with his baby brother on his back, someone threw 

a spear and his little brother was killed. In his grief, he pled with the captain of the Ship Triumph, 

harbored in the bay, to let him come on board and leave Hawaii. Eventually he ended up in the home 

of Timothy Dwight, the President of Yale College and the grandson of Jonathan Edwards. There Henry 

came to faith in Christ. He attended Yale College and became a scholar and an evangelist with a 

passion to go back to Hawaii to tell his own people the Good News of salvation in Christ.  

 

In 1818 Henry Opukaha’ia died of Typhus fever before fulfilling that vision. When Christians in the 

United States read his memoirs they said, “If Henry can’t go, we will go.” That led to the arrival of the 

first missionaries to Hawaii in 1820. Just six months before the missionaries arrived, in God’s 

wonderful providence, the Hawaiian people had overthrown their idol system and rejected their gods. 

They realized their gods were false and unable to rescue them from the many diseases they were dying 

of as a result of foreigners coming into Hawaii at the time – eg. the sailors on the whaling vessels. For 

that six month period the Hawaiians were a people without a religion. The Chief Kahuna of King 

Kamehameha prophesied that someone would come to tell them about the true God. Then the 

missionaries showed up and the rest is history!  

 

The spiritual awakening in Hawaii between 1820 and 1840 is considered to be one of the greatest 

movements of the Spirit of God in the Western Hemisphere. Thousands of Hawaiians turned to Christ. 

Titus Coan, an early missionary on the Big Island would baptize 500 converts at a time. Churches were 

started all over the islands.  

 

The missionaries gave the Hawaiian people a written language and taught them to read and write. 

Within 18 years the entire Bible from Genesis to Revelation was translated and printed.  A copy of this 

original edition can be viewed at the Mission House Museum Library in Honolulu. Hawaiian churches 

today celebrate the third Sunday in February as “Henry Opukaha’ia Sunday”, recalling how God used 

his testimony to bring the Gospel to the islands. 


