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Welcome 

☩  A warm welcome to our visitors:  If this is your first visit, we invite you to sign the 
guest register at the welcome table in the foyer. Your name and contact information will be 
kept strictly confidential,  and used only for personal contact with you and your family. 
Please also accept our Welcome Pack for first time guests.  Learn more about The Haven, 
OPC and why we want you to come back and be part of this growing community of people 
learning about Jesus Christ as the Great Haven. Also, please join us in the gymnasium for 
Haven Food and Fellowship after this afternoon’s worship service and Open Forum.  

☩  Today’s Sunday Schedule:

4:30 p.m.  Worship/Outreach

6:00 p.m. The Haven Food and Fellowship in the gymnasium.

☩  Nursery is available during worship for children ages 2 and under. Please speak to one 
of the greeters if you wish to use the nursery for your child.   If you’d like to volunteer for 
nursery duty, speak with Margaret Shishko. 

☩  The concept of "covenant renewal" is beautifully introduced in our Directory for Public 
Worship: "The triune God assembles his covenant people for public worship in order to manifest 
and renew their covenant bond with him and one another. The Holy Spirit engages them and draws 
them into the Father’s presence as a living sacrifice in Christ. God himself has fellowship with them, 
strengthening and guiding them for life in his presence and service in his kingdom." 

☩  Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®).          
Copyrighted music reprinted under CCLI #11435067.
 
☩  The Haven, OPC is a home mission work of the Presbytery of Connecticut and Southern 
New York,   Orthodox Presbyterian Church (OPC).  For more information on the Orthodox 
Presbyterian Church:  www.opc.org   For more information about this church, visit  our 
website:  www.thehavenli.com 

   

http://www.opc.org
http://www.thehavenli.com
http://www.opc.org
http://www.thehavenli.com


Worship/Outreach
The Lord’s Day — Sunday, July 21, 2019

Worship 4:30 PM  
Preparation for Worship:  Psalm 9:1-20

PUBLIC RECEPTION OF CHURCH MEMBERS

THE LORD OUR GOD CALLS US 

Salutation: 

Pastor: Congregation of the People of God: Grace to you and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ!

People: Amen!

†Call to Worship: Psalm 67:1-7

Pastor:   May God be gracious to us and bless us, and make his face to shine upon us. .

People:   That your way may be known on earth, your saving power among all nations.

Pastor:   Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.

People:  Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with equity 
and guide the nations upon earth.

Pastor:  Let the peoples praise you, O God.  Let all the peoples praise you!

People:  The earth has yielded its increase. God, our God, shall bless us!.

All:   God shall bless us, that all the ends of the earth may fear him!

† Opening hymn:  “Come, People of the Risen King”   

       Listen: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MJsizuCKq9k        

(turn to next page)
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†Greeting
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you! 
People: And also with you! 

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
People: Who made heaven and earth! 

†Opening Prayer 
People: Amen! 

THE LORD OUR GOD CLEANSES US 

Meditation on the Sixth Commandment of the Law of God

Confession of Sin (kneeling if able)

(Use this time for your own personal confession of sin).

Corporate Confession:  Our God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, we praise you 
that you have made us in your image.  We praise you that it is you who have made 
us, and not we ourselves. Forgive us for all of the ways we have disrespected that 
image in the way we have treated others, and in the ways we have too often treated 
ourselves. And forgive us when we make idols of ourselves or others and by those 
idols replace you as the true and living God.  Continue, we pray, to re-make us in 
the image of the God-man, Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray.  Amen. 

†Assurance of Pardon:  Titus 3:4-7

People: Thanks be to God! 

†Our response of praise:  How Deep the Father’s Love for Us

         Listen:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pmzudzkGS-Q

(turn to next page)
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THE LORD OUR GOD CONSECRATES US 

New Covenant Reading 1:   Matthew 28:16-20

16.Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain which Jesus had 
directed them. 17 And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. 
18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me.  19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them into 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 20 teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded you.  And behold, I am with you always, to the 
end of the age.”

New Covenant Reading 2:   Acts 2:29-41

29 Brothers, I may say to you with confidence about the patriarch David that 
he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day.  30 Being therefore 
a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would set 
one of his descendants on his throne, 31 he foresaw and spoke about the resurrection 
of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption.  
32 This Jesus God raised up, and of that we are all witnesses.  33 Being therefore 
exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of 
the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing.  
34 For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself says, 

“The Lord said to my Lord, 
‘Sit at my right hand, 

35  until I make your enemies your footstool.”
36 Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made 

him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.
37 Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and 

the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”   38 And Peter said to them, 
“Repent  and be  baptized  every  one  of  you in  the  name of  Jesus  Christ  for  the 
forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  39 For the 
promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom 
the Lord our God calls to himself.”  40  And with many other words he bore witness 
and  continued  to  exhort  them,  saying,  “Save  yourselves  from  this  crooked 
generation.”  41  So those who received his word were baptized,  and there were 
added that day about 3000 souls. 
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Pastor:  The grass withers, and the flowers fade away; but the word of 
our God will stand forever!

People: Thanks be to God!

†Confession of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed - Sung 

(Listen to one stanza of the tune we use)

Pastor:  Christians, what do you believe, and in whom do you trust?

Hymn: “The Apostles’ Creed”

(Turn to next page)
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Pastor: Prayer for Understanding and for Transformation
People: Amen!

Sermon:   “Baptism:  God’s Engagement Ring” 

PASTOR:  Prayer for Blessing on the Word of God Preached
People: Amen!

Worship through Tithes and Offerings

†Pastoral Prayer (followed by the Lord’s Prayer with hands raised)
All:  Our Father which art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the 
Evil One. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen! 

Closing Hymn of Petition: “Baptized Into Your Name Most Holy”
Learn the tune:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0vu_nSVxmNo

(turn to next page)

The Lord Our God Commissions Us 

†[Hands Raised] Benediction 
People: Amen! 

SONG OF THE MONTH: “ I ASKED THE LORD THAT I MIGHT GROW”
NEXT TO LAST PRINTED PAGE OF THIS BULLETIN

Learn the Tune: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ffmYLSEXCQQ
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Announcements 
☩  Haven Hope Givers:  That’s our ministry of reaching out by cards and notes to a 
couple of inmates who are regular listeners to A Visit to the Pastor’s Study.   Send a 
message of Gospel hope to:  Mr. Darren Emanuel, #03A2176, Fishkill Correctional 
Facility, POB 1245, Beacon, NY 12508 & Mr. Arthur F. Tomlinson #1281623, Eastern 
New York Correctional Facility, PO Box 338, Napanoch, NY 12458

☩  The Haven Young Adult Disciples (age 13 and up):   We’re taking a break for the 
summer, but we’ll resume our meetings in September.  Just don’t take a summer break 
from being a young adult disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ!

☩  “A Visit to the Pastor’s Study,” the weekly radio program hosted by Pastor Bill 
Shishko is broadcast at 8:00 a.m. on Sundays on WBWD, 540 AM.  You can also  to listen 
to the podcasts on sermonaudio.com (Search A Visit to the Pastor’s Study) 
or visitthepastorsstudy.org     July Programs on “Ministry Month”:

Date: Topic: Guest:
July 06/07 Ministry to Men: More Than Rehab Pastor Jack Roberts
July 13/14 Ministry to Refugees Naghmeh Panahi
July 20/21 Ministry in a Secular Age Dr. Alan Noble
July 27/29 Open Forum Pastor Sam Chung

☩  July - September 1:  Extended Time of Haven Food and Fellowship:   Once our 
worship time has concluded, we’ll merge our Open Forum and Young Disciples class 
into an extended time of food and fellowship in the fellowship hall (and, weather 
permitting, outside).  But we need your help to provide special summer treats to eat.  
Speak with Tami Toto for advice regarding what to bring, and sign up to provide the 
refreshments for at least one Sunday this summer. 

☩  Today’s Sermon will be available by tomorrow evening on sermonaudio.com at “The 
Haven, OPC” site (Search The Haven, OPC)  You’ll also be able to access the sermon from 
our own website www.thehavenli.com  

☩  Your Tithes and Offerings:  Make your checks payable to “The Haven, OPC”  Your 
gifts provide so that we can pay our weekly rent and other ministry expenses. 
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The Haven Heart to Heart
Pastor Bill answers your questions about The Haven, OPC 

and its ministry

Question:  How can we be so sure that the Bible is the Word of God, when there are so many 
other holy books that claim to be God’s Words?
Pastor Bill responds (pt. 1): 

This is an important question, because the very first vow for membership in the 
Orthodox Presbyterian Church is “Do you believe the Bible, consisting of the Old and New 
Testaments to be the Word of God, and its doctrine of salvation to be the perfect and only true 
doctrine of  salvation?”   This commitment was the primary reason the OPC came into 
existence in 1936, and it remains the hallmark of the OPC’s doctrinal commitments:  The 
Bible IS the Word of God, and it - and it alone - is our final authority in all matters of 
faith and practice.  

But how do we know the Bible is the Word of God?  Ultimately, that conviction 
only comes as the Holy Spirit works that faith in our hearts (I Cor. 2:9,10).  But that’s 
true of everything we believe that comes from God!  The Holy Spirit must open our 
hearts and teach us because, by nature, we are dead in trespasses and sins, and we 
suppress the truth in our own unrighteousness, cf. Eph. 2:1, Rom. 1:18)

However, when the Holy Spirit opens our hearts by the power of God’s grace, we 
see the Bible as we never saw it before:
• We’re struck with the fact that over 2000 times in the Old Testament alone, i.e. the 39 

books written between about 1425 and 425 years before Christ  was born and that 
point us forward to His coming, we read “Thus says the Lord…”

• The New Testament confirms what we call  the “inspiration” of the Old Testament 
when the apostle Paul says, “All Scripture is given by the inspiration of God  (literally, 
“God breathed out”) and is profitable…that the man of God might be complete, throughly 
equipped for every good work” (II Timothy 3:16,17) . And the apostle Peter says that the 1

Scriptures did not come by the will of man, “but men spoke from God as they were carried 
along by the Holy Spirit” (II Peter 1:21)

• Jesus Himself frequently described his life and ministry as “to fulfill what the Lord had 
spoken…”, eg. Matthew 1:22f, 2:15, 17, etc.

• Jesus  clearly  taught  that  the  Old  Testament  words  came  from  God  himself,  e.g. 
Matthew 19:4,5.

And the Bible (unlike other “holy books”) shows itself to be the Word of God.  
We’ll look at that next week.  

 This verse teaches the “sufficiency of Scripture” as well as its God-breathed out character.1
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My Notes on Today’s Sermon:  

BAPTISM: GOD’S ENGAGEMENT RING
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