
WORD CRIMES: ”DISCIPLE(SHIP)”
Mark 8:27–36



“
idiosyncratic: (adjective) of or relating to idiosyncrasy 

idiosyncrasy: (noun) a mode of behavior or way of thought 
peculiar to an individual

- New Oxford American Dictionary



“
For example, “That pastor has an idiosyncratic 
definition of ‘Penultimate’.  It’s peculiar to him!” 
(i.e., It’s not in the dictionary!)



“
Penultimate: the last but one in a series of 
things; second to last

- New Oxford American Dictionary



Word Crime! 
Back to the Dictionary! 



DISCIPLE:                                                      DISCIPLESHIP:

➤ If it refers to 12 Apostles 
 

➤ If it means “Believer”  
 

➤ If it’s someone who’s “invited Jesus 
into his/her heart”

➤ Then it’s something those with 
“apostolic” gifts do 

➤ Then it’s about things we need to 
believe: truth, knowledge, etc. 

➤ Then it’s about evangelism



HAVE WE TAKEN OUR LEAD FROM JESUS OR PETER?

Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, 
and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and 
after three days rise again.  He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside 

and began to rebuke him.  But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked 
Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine 
things but on human things.”  He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to 
them, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up 
their cross and follow me.  For those who want to save their life will lose it, and 
those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 

- Mark 8:34—35, NRSV



Disciples are followers



“
Apprentice & Apprenticeship



DJF = Dynamic Jesus Follower 
- based on 3 Great 

Commands 

- This is Jesus’ 
Apprenticeship Program



“
Every church needs to be able to answer two 
questions.  First, what is our plan for making 
disciples?  And second, does our plan work?

- Dallas Willard



“ Jesus invited his followers into a process that 
was more apprentice-like than classroom-like.  
He formed a life-as-laboratory culture in which 
ideas and theories were practiced and tested 
rather than merely preached and taught.  His was 
a community of disciples, where the newly 
converted followed the previously converted in a 
new way of doing life. - Lance Ford, UnLeader
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