Women of the Word: How to Study the Bible with Both Our Hearts & Our Minds – Jen Wilkin
[bookmark: _GoBack]“The Five P’s…are not a checklist, but a set of practices that interrelate and overlap (p. 110).”
1. Study with Purpose: Try to understand where your text fits into the Big Story of the Bible. What part does it play in telling the story of creation-fall-redemption-restoration? How does it point to the reign and rule of God? This will get clearer with further study. Just get a general idea as you begin (consult the introductory material in your study Bible or a commentary) and commit to keeping the question in the back of your mind as you go. (Ch. 3, pp. 49-58 & Ch. 8, pp. 109-112, Women of the Word)
2. Study with Perspective: Using a study Bible, trusted commentary, or both, answer the archaeological questions below. Take your time so that once you begin reading, you will be able to listen for how the letter would have been heard by its original audience. Write out each of the archaeological questions and note a brief answer for each. (Ch. 8, p. 112 & Ch. 4, pp. 59-72, Women of the Word)
a. Who wrote it?
b. When was it written?
c. To whom was it written?
d. In what style was it written?
e. Why was it written? 
3. Study with Patience: Resolve not to hurry. Set a realistic expectation for your pace of study, focusing on the long term. (Ch. 8, p. 110 & Ch. 5, pp. 73-84, Women of the Word)
4. Study with Process: Begin methodically reading for comprehension, interpretation, and application. (Ch. 8, p. 110, 113-122 & Ch. 6, pp. 85-101, Women of the Word)
a. Comprehension – What does it say?
i. A Printed Copy of the Text – Using markers or colored pencils, mark repeated words, phrases or ideas, etc. (pp. 89-90)
ii. Repetitive Reading (pp. 90-92) 3) Annotation – Are certain words, phrases, or ideas repeated? Is a particular attribute of God described? Does the text make several points in a row? Are there words you don’t understand? Are there key transition words? Is an idea confusing? Mark them on your printed copy. (pp. 92-93)
iii. An English Dictionary (pp. 93-94) 5) Other Translations of the Bible (p. 94)
iv. Outlining (p. 94 & especially pp. 114-116)
b. Interpretation – What does it mean?
i. Cross-References (p. 96 & 116)
ii. Paraphrasing (p. 97 & 117, 120)
iii. Consulting Commentary (p. 120)
c. Application – How Should It Change Me?
i. What does this passage teach me about God?
ii. How does this aspect of God’s character change my view of self?
iii. What should I do in response? (Ch. 8, pp. 120-122 & Ch. 6, pp. 98-101)
5. 5. Study with Prayer: Ask the Father to help you before, during, and after your study time. (Ch. 8, p. 110 & Ch. 7, pp. 103-108)
Study with Purpose - Understand where your text fits into the Big Story of creation-fall-redemption-restoration

Study with Perspective - Understand the “archaeology” of your text (its historical and cultural context)

Study with Patience - Resolve not to hurry; set a realistic expectation for your pace of study,
focusing on the long term

Study with Process - Begin methodically reading for comprehension, interpretation, and application

Study with Prayer - Ask the Father to help you before, during, and after your study time
