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Eagerly Desire Spiritual Gifts 

Good morning church.  It is good to be with you.  Let’s pray. 

 If you are just joining us today, we are on week 7 of a ten-part 

core discipleship study called ROOTED – inspired by the Apostle Paul’s 

words in Colossians 2:6-7, “So then, just as you received Christ 

Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in Him, rooted and built up 

in Him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught and overflowing 

with thankfulness.” 

 That’s what we’re after – that’s what God wants for us – that’s 

what it means to be saved – not just to believe in Christ Jesus as Lord, 

but to have our lives come to be increasingly rooted deep in the soul 

of Jesus – and His life growing and flowing out of us…   

 That’s why we’re engaged in this study. 

So last week (week 6), our study kind of turned a corner – 

from exploring God’s work in us and our relationship with Him, to 

God’s work and ministry through us and our relationship with others – 

to how the gospel leads us into a cooperative partnership with God in 

His ongoing redemptive work in the world… 

 So, last Sunday, Mike Stone, the national director of Vision 

Ministries Canada – our missional church partners – spoke on the 

servant heart of Jesus and our call to follow Him as servants of others. 
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And this week, we’re going to talk about how the Spirit – the 

Holy Spirit – empowers us for this – through the gifts of the Spirit.   

And to help us begin to think together about this, I want to tell 

you about a night with a bunch of teenagers that I’ll never forget. 

Back when I was 19. 

In the spring of 97, I was finishing my first year at university, 

and gearing up for a summer of serving as a counselor at a Christian 

camp.  Working at camp hadn’t really been in the plans while in 

university (since I had to work each summer to pay for school), but 

God surprised me that year by convincing my dad that I was 

supposed to go to camp, and that I should ask around for people to 

financially support me (this was as much a step of faith for my dad, as 

it was for me – but that’s another story).   

Anyways, as the summer came close, I was increasingly excited 

and prayed a lot for what the summer would hold, for the guys I’d be 

working along side of, for what God would do in me and through me.  

And yet, in the midst of all this, in the midst of a real spiritual 

hunger and longing for what was to come, I found myself in the 

present, struggling through a really dry time (spiritually).   

I can’t remember it all (and I didn’t journal back then), but I 

remember feeling like a log drying up—spiritually speaking.   

That was the image in my mind.  Like a log drying up.   
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And it weighed on me.   

I was longing for God’s fire to burn within me, but I felt like a 

dried up log, discarded on some beach.  And with this, came a ton of 

discouragement, and a fear that I would have nothing to contribute 

that summer, that I was in no position to be a spiritual leader.   

As much as I wanted otherwise, I felt like I was hitting a wall 

with God.   

Now the previous summer, after a year in England at 

Capernwray Bible School, I had worked for a local Pentecostal church 

as their youth ministry intern, and off and on, throughout the year 

since, I would connect with this group.   

So, one evening, for reasons I didn’t fully understand, I ended 

up joining them for an evening of prayer.  I remember feeling really 

hesitant about going, but that I needed to.  I longed to be prayed 

for, but I didn’t want to explain it to anyone (especially with a group of 

teens who saw me as one of their mentors)…   

So I went, but with the plan to stay quiet. 

We met up at a friend’s house, hung out for a while, and then at 

some point the night turned to prayer, and as we sought God, 

someone spoke up and asked if anyone wanted prayer…  And I said, “I 

do”.  I didn’t explain anything.  Didn’t name any specifics, just invited 

them to pray for me… 
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And as they began to seek God for me, my 18 year old friend 

Chris (who knew nothing of what was going on in me), turned to me 

and said,  

“Scott, I think God’s showing me something for you.   
I’ve got two images in my mind.   
The first is of a log and all the moisture is being sucked out of it, 

like driftwood on a beach.   
And in the second image the log is on fire, ablaze, a raging fire…   
And I think you’re the log.  
And God is drawing all the moisture out of you so that when he 

puts His fire to you, you’re gonna blaze. 
Does that make any sense to you?” 
 

 What a gift that was to me… 

I came in that night aching to meet God, to hear His Voice, to 

know God’s nearness…  And through the loving and humble ministry of 

the Spirit, through my teenage buddy, God reached out to me & spoke 

to me – deeply and profoundly.   

As my friend offering up what He felt God was giving Him for 

me, God broke through…  He broke through my confusion and 

spiritual blindness.  He broke through my fear and doubt. He broke 

through my discouragement, and He breathed new life into me.  

He opened my eyes to see that He was with me.  He wasn’t far off.  He 

wasn’t inactive. He was actually at work – in this dryness – preparing 

me for what He wanted to do in the season to come…  

And when it was all said and done, after we had prayed for many 

others, I went home renewed… with renewed hope, and faith, and 
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confidence that God was with me, and at work in me…  That He was 

more present and active than I had realized.  

And I went home thankful – thankful for the Spirit and the 

ministry of the Spirit, for the gifts of the Spirit, and my friends’ 

willingness to give to me what the Spirit gave him for me.  For through 

it, God had revealed Himself to me again. 

I tell this story today because I think it illustrates well what 

Paul teaches in 1 Corinthians 12:7 (if you have a bible, turn there 

with me – we’re going to camp out in 1 Cor 12-14 this morning). 

1 Corinthians 12:7.  Paul writes, “Now to each one the 

manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.” 

Let me read that again. 

“Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the 

common good.” 

It’s just one verse, but it’s rich – pulling together a number of 

Paul’s core convictions about the gifts of the Spirit. And I want to just 

linger on these for a moment… 

First, Paul writes – Now to each one…   

We need to stop right here because this matters, doesn’t it? 

He doesn’t say, “Now to all the pastors or leader...” or “Now to 

all the university graduates…” or “Now to all the men…” or “Now to all 
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the extroverts…” or “Now to all who have it all together…” or 

anything else…   

No, Paul gives no qualifier here for those who are in Christ.  

If we were to read this chapter as a whole, we’d hear Paul 

declare and affirm again and again that everyone who is in Christ 

has received the Spirit, and has received from the Spirit some 

gift (or gifts) for the building up of the body of Christ.   

“Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for 

the common good.” 

To each one…  We may not all know our gifts or use our gifts, 

but we have all been given a gift (or gifts) by the Spirit for the good of 

others… 

Second – he describes these gifts as the manifestation of the 

Spirit.   

Although not language we often use, this is a helpful phrase in 

clarifying what the gifts of the Spirit are – they are the manifestation 

of the Spirit. 

This is one of the reasons why I prefer to refer to the gifts as the 

gifts of the Spirit.  Cause they are not just talents or things we are 

good at, or enjoy doing – that the Spirit enables us to do well or 

better.  But they are the means by which the Spirit makes His 
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presence and His ministry known among us, through us, and to us…  

They are the manifestation of the Spirit. 

Which is exactly what I experienced that day in the basement of 

my friends home, in the midst of a group of praying teenagers and 

college students.  Through the loving and humbled ministry of my 

friend Chris, I experienced God, by the Spirit, ministering to me.  

This is the critical mark of the gifts of the Spirit.   

Not that we necessarily do something really well, but that 

through whatever it is that we do - our service, our help, our 

leadership, our words of encouragement, our hospitality, our 

generosity, others experience the Spirit’s ministry.  God’s 

ministry.  God’s help. God’s encouragement. God’s restoring grace. 

God’s leading. God’s provision…  

“Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for 

the common good.” 

 For the common good…  

That’s the third part here, and a crucial part.  One that we need 

to focus on uniquely this morning – because this is what beats 

through the heart of 1 Cor 12-14 (and wherever else Paul writes about 

the gifts of the Spirit).   

To each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the 

common good.    
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Or as he states later, for the building up of the body of 

Christ. 

This is why the Spirit gives gifts.  This is why the Spirit desires to 

display His gifts through each one of us.  This is why every woman and 

man in Christ, young and old, should desire and seek after and cherish 

the gifts of the Spirit. 

And I know as I say that, that some of us have been taught 

otherwise.  I know I was.  We’ve been taught that the gifts of the 

Spirit are not something for us to seek after.  I mean they’re called 

gifts, right?  Something to be received with thankfulness, not asked 

for or sought.   

And I can understand this way of thinking.  Particularly because 

of Paul’s emphasis that God distributes gifts as He determines.  

That’s explicitly what Paul says in 1 Cor 12:11.   

After having stated clearly that there are many gifts, and that 

they all come from the Spirit, and that God gives different gifts to 

different people, Paul writes simply, “All these are the work of one 

and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just as he 

determines.” 

Just as he determines. 

So, seek the Giver, not the gifts.  Right? 

That’s what I was taught.   
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And yet, as we continue to listen to the Apostle Paul, whom we 

trust to be inspired by the Spirit, we hear him in the very next breath, 

encouraging us, even exhorting us (four times) to eagerly desire 

spiritual gifts, and even to seek gifts that we might not presently 

possess. 

Listen to what Paul says: 

ch. 12:31 – “Now eagerly desire the greater gifts.” 

ch. 14:1 – “Follow the way of love and eagerly desire gifts of 

the Spirit, especially prophecy.” 

ch. 14:12 – “Since you are eager for gifts of the Spirit, try to 

excel in those that build up the church.” 

ch. 14:39 – “Therefore, my brothers and sisters, be eager to 

prophesy, and do not forbid speaking in tongues.” 

Four times Paul encourages and exhorts us to desire – to 

eagerly desire spiritual gifts – and particularly the gift of prophecy. 

Why?  Why is this?  Why is Paul so passionate about the gifts of 

the Spirit in the church?  Why are we to eagerly desire spiritual gifts? 

And why does he even need to say this? 

I mean, if you know anything about the Corinthian church, you’ll 

know that the Christians in Corinth desired spiritual gifts.  Intensely. 

In fact, they were zealous for the gifts.  They prized the gifts of 

the Spirit – more than anything else.  If any church in Paul’s day (that 
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we know of) was eager for the gifts of the Spirit, it was the Christians 

in Corinth. 

But, as Paul reveals to us, they eagerly desired spiritual gifts for 

the wrong reasons.  

They desired them because they viewed them as badges of 

honor; especially, the gift of tongues.   

In their minds, there was no greater proof that you were 

spiritual – that you were full of the Spirit – then that you spoke in 

tongues.  It was the gift they cherished above all others.   

Why?   

Because, in their minds, the gift of tongues had all the marks of 

the Spirit.  It was ecstatic and non-rational and unintelligible.  

Must be the Spirit!  

And they thought this way because this is what the pagan 

religions taught – and the vast majority of the Christians in Corinth 

were converted pagans – who formerly worshipped Apollo, Bacchus, 

Aphrodite, or others.  And in their worship of these pagan gods, they 

had often been swept away in spiritual frenzies. 

Plato taught this.  In the Phaedrus, he wrote, “It is through 

‘mania’ [ecstasy due to divine possession] that the greatest blessings 

come to us”.  And in the Timaeus, he wrote, “No one in possession of 

his [rational mind] has reached divine and true exaltation.” 
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That’s how they knew they were experiencing the spirit – they 

found themselves having ecstatic, non-rational, and unintelligible 

experiences. 

And so naturally, when these men and women converted to 

Christ, they carried with them this perception of what it meant to be 

led by the Spirit, to be filled with the Spirit.  And so when they heard 

about the gift of tongues, or witnessed others speaking in tongues, 

this is what they sought after… and prized, and celebrated.  This is 

what they eagerly desired. 

They eagerly desired the gifts of the Spirit. 

And Paul didn’t rebuke them for this – for desiring spiritual gifts.  

In fact, he encouraged them to eagerly desire the gifts of the Spirit.   

At one point, in ch.14:5, Paul actually says that he would like 

every one of them to speak in tongues.  

Paul encouraged the Christians in Corinth to eagerly desire the 

gifts of the Spirit…  

But not as badges to show off to others.  Not as a means of 

proving to others that they were spiritual.  But as the means by 

which they could, by the Spirit, build up one another in Christ. 

Which, according to Paul, was and is the undeniable evidence of 

the Spirit’s influence in a persons’ life.  Not that they speak in tongues, 

or prophecy, or have gifts of healing, or faith, but that they/that we, 
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would live in Christ’s love for one another and others beyond the walls 

of the church… and that, in this love, we offer to one another whatever 

God gives us for the good of the other…   

Which is exactly what Paul says in 1 Cor 13 – the famous “love” 

chapter.  He’s not just saying that without love, the gifts of the Spirit 

are useless.  He’s saying that the true sign of the Spirit is that we 

love like Jesus…  He’s saying that the one true definitive evidence 

that we are alive in the Spirit is not that we speak in tongues, or have 

the gift of prophecy, or can fathom all mysteries, but that God’s love is 

alive in us, and leading us. 

This is the true sign of the Spirit alive in us – that God’s love is 

alive in us for one another… 

And this is why the Spirit gives gifts - “so that the church may 

be edified.” 

So that others may be built up.  Strengthened.  Encouraged.  

Comforted.  Made whole.   

And when we speaks of the church – he’s not talking about the 

building or programs – but the people.  Us…  You and me. 

This is the passion of Paul’s heart.  

Not to speak for or against tongues, or to say that prophesy is 

the greatest gift – but to help the Corinthians, and us, grasp that 

God’s desire – God’s burning desire – what God eagerly desires – 
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is to build us up in Christ – and to fill us with this some heart and 

passion – that through us, God, by the Spirit, might manifest His love 

and life and power and grace to others…  for the sake of the 

others…  

This is God’s passion & why Paul exhorts us to eagerly desire 

the gifts – that we would have the humbling joy of participating with 

the Spirit as He continues the ministry of Jesus among us…  

In our day.  In our day. 

And in the process, He will build us up as well.  

“Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given 

for the common good.” 

---------------------------- 

I’ll never forget the night that God first helped me grasp this.  I 

was 18 – one year prior to the event I described at the start.  

I’d been challenged by a friend to be creative in my pursuit of 

intimacy with God (like I would if I was pursuing a girlfriend), and so I 

decided to take God out for a mocha – and a walk at the beach. 

[I believe I shared a portion of this story before.] 

The night began with an awkward trip to Starbucks.  I wasn’t 

really a coffee-drinker yet, but I loved Mocha.  So, I decided to get one 

for each of us – one for me, and one for God.  

I remember wrestling whether I should get God a tall or a short 

(cause I didn’t want to be a bad steward of my money), but after a 

few minutes, I concluded that I shouldn’t stiff God, so I bought 2 tall 

mocha’s.   
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We drove to the beach, walked down the path, found a log and 

settled in for an evening of conversation.  I put God’s mocha on the 

log and just left it for Him to do as He wished.  And we just talked.  

Not that I heard an audible voice, but we talked.  I knew He was 

there with me (by His Spirit), that He was glad to be with me, and just 

wanting some quality time with me.   

And so we talked – about all sorts of things – things on my heart 

and His.  Questions. Longings.  Spiritual Gifts.  Everything.   

And as we sat, I felt God lead me to open up 1 Corinthians 12-

14, and to read...  

I’d been learning about spiritual gifts, and had been praying for 

certain gifts, but it was all pretty much unfamiliar territory for me.  

And as we read, and I listened, God spoke very pointedly to me – 

helping me to see that experiencing the Spirit, walking in the 

Spirit, being full of the Spirit isn’t about me.  It’s about being 

empowered by God to build up others in Christ... being empowered 

by the Spirit to participate in God’s ministry to others.   

And that night, as I sat with God, reading 1 Cor 12-14, God 

changed my mind and my attitude and my desire...  

And my prayer changed that night –  

From:  “God, I want the gift of tongues.  Please give me the gift 

of tongues,” and “God, I want the gift of miracles.  That would be so 

amazing.  Please give me the gift of miracles”   

To:  “God, I’m yours.  I want what You want.  I want to be used 

by You for what You desire.  Use my life Lord.  Use me to build up 

others in Christ.  If that means the gift of tongues, then give me that 

gift.  If that means the gift of prophecy, then give me ears to hear 

your voice, and faith and love to speak what you give me for others.  

If that means leadership, then help me to lead humbly and 
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courageously with love.  If it means setting up chairs, or mopping up 

messes, or sitting with strangers, gift me to serve and love...   

Lord, however you want to do it, use my life to draw others to 

You and to build them up in You...  

May Your kingdom come and Your will be done, on earth as it is 

in heaven, through me.” 

And at the end of the night, I went home and hunted down a 

spiritual gifts inventory.  No!  I went home and kept praying that 

prayer, and I began looking for ways to serve others, as God’s Spirit 

led me...  Looking for ways that I could play my part...  Looking for 

needs that I could meet…  Asking and trusting for God, by His Spirit, 

to make me the means of His ministry to others… for His glory.  

  

 So, what are you eagerly desiring?   

And why? 

 

 Do you desire the gifts of the Spirit?   

Why? Or why not?  

 

 Because God does.   

He desires them for you – for us –  

that He might build up His church –  

through you –  

by the grace of the Spirit. 

 

Let’s pray… 


