
WHAT IS SALVATION? 

 

Two hunters got a pilot to fly them into the far north for deer hunting. They were quite successful in 

their venture and bagged six big bucks. The pilot came back, as arranged, to pick them up.  They 

started loading their gear into the plane, including the six deer. But the pilot objected and he said, "The 

plane can only take four of your deer; you will have to leave two behind."  They argued with him; the 

year before they had shot six and the pilot had allowed them to put all aboard. The plane was the same 

model and capacity. Reluctantly, the pilot finally permitted them to put all six aboard. But when the 

attempted to take off and leave the valley, the little plane could not make it and they crashed into the 

wilderness.  Climbing out of the wreckage, one hunter said to the other, "Do you know where we are?"  

"I think so," replied the other hunter. "This is just about the same place where we crashed last year." 

 

This week we are starting a 4 week series on Back to Basics.  It is important from time to time to be 

reminded of what the core practices of the church really mean.  

 

C.S. Lewis said, “we don’t need to be told new ideas so much as we need to be reminded of old truths” 

 

We are starting today with the most basic question of the Christian faith, what is salvation? 

 

Romans 6:23  For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

1. The WAGES 

 

A wage is something that is earned.  It is a payment for services rendered.   Think about what it would 

be like the next time you went into work to get paid the boss told you that he had decided not to pay 

you for your last month.  You would demand your pay because you had earned that money!  Our salary 

is what we earn for services rendered.  It is what is owed to us. 

 

If you go fishing without sunscreen on a hot and sunny day without sunscreen, don’t blame God if you 

get a sunburn.  It is not God’s fault.  It is just what you deserve from sitting in the sun all day.   

 

2. Of SIN 

 

Sin is more of an attitude than an action.  Sin starts in the heart.  In the beginning God gave mankind 

the choice between good and evil.  He gave them the choice to obey or disobey.  Through the sin of 

Adam and Eve all creation fell.  We are born fallen people in a fallen world.  All of us have turned our 

back on God.  We have turned our backs on Him to go our own way.  This sin separates us from God. 

 

When I was young I lived in Sarnia and I and a friend would go swimming in the St. Clair river under 

the bridge where there is a very strong current.  It is a dangerous place to swim.  When my parents 

found out that I was doing that they told me I could no longer swim there but I did it anyways.  One 

day they asked me if I had been swimming under the bridge.  Not wanting to get in trouble I said no.  

They were satisfied with the answer but I was not.  I felt guilty.  Every time I was around them I felt 

even more guilty.  I was afraid they would ask the question again and I would have to lie again. I 

realized the lie was pulling me from them.  It was not that they had pulled away from me but I was 

pulling away from them.  Finally I couldn’t take it anymore so I confessed.   

 

Sin always gets between us and God. God is holy and He loves us.  Our sin moves us away from His 

Holiness and destroys our relationship with Him. 



3. Is DEATH 

 

Death means separation.  Our sin separates us from God.  When we die that separation becomes 

permanent.  Running from God who is everywhere means running to the one place where God is not, 

and that place is called Hell.  Choosing to live without God is choosing to live in hell.  

 

There are 2 kinds of death.  When we sin against God we die spiritually, we were separated from Him 

in spirit.  When we die physically without dealing with that spiritual separation we are separated from 

God forever.   

 

If this passage ended here we would have no hope of salvation.  All of us deserve death because of our 

actions.  All of us are worthy of hell.  Thankfully the passage does not there.  It says BUT…  What a 

powerful little 3 letter word.  It means there is hope! 

 

4. The GIFT 

 

A gift is something that is given to you, you cannot earn it.  Gifts are something that are made or 

purchased for you by another person.  In fact as soon as you try to purchase the gift it ceases to be one.  

Can you imagine if you picked out a gift for a friend, and then they insisted on paying you back for it.  

Would that still be a gift? 

 

A poor man in Ireland was plodding home, carrying a huge bag of potatoes. A horse and wagon finally 

drew up alongside him and the driver invited the man to climb aboard. He sat down but continued to 

hold the heavy bag. When the driver suggested that the man set the bag down, he replied, “I don’t want 

to trouble you too much, sir. You are giving me a ride already, so I’ll just carry the potatoes.”  

 

Charles Stanley wrote about one of his more memorable seminary professors who had a practical way 

of illustrating to his students the concept of grace. At the end of his evangelism course he would 

distribute the exam with the caution to read it all the way through before beginning to answer it. This 

caution was written on the exam as well. As we read the test, it became unquestionably clear to each of 

us that we had not studied nearly enough. The further we read, the worse it became. About halfway 

through, audible groans could be heard through out the lecture hall. On the last page, however, was a 

note that read, "You have a choice. You can either complete the exam as given or sign your name at 

the bottom and in so doing receive an A for this assignment." 

 

Wow? We sat there stunned. "Was he serious? Just sign it and get an A?" Slowly, the point dawned on 

us, and one by one we turned in our tests and silently filed out of the room.  When I talked with the 

professor about it afterward, he shared some of the reactions he had received through the years. Some 

students began to take the exam without reading it all the way through, and they would sweat it out for 

the entire two hours of class time before reaching the last page. 

 

Others read the first two pages, became angry, turned the test in blank, and stormed out of the room 

without signing it. They never realized what was available, and as a result, they lost out totally.  One 

fellow, however, read the entire test, including the note at the end, but decided to take the exam 

anyway. He did not want any gifts; he wanted to earn his grade. And he did. He made a C+, but he 

could easily have had an A. 

 

This story illustrates many people’s reaction to God’s solution to sin. Some people look at God’s 

standard--moral and ethical perfection--and throw their hands up in surrender. Why even try? they tell 



themselves. I could never live up to all that stuff.  Others are like the student who read the test through 

and was aware of the professor’s offer but took the test anyway. Unwilling to simply receive God’s gift 

of forgiveness, they set about to rack up enough points with God to earn it. But God’s grace truly is 

like the professor’s offer. It may seem unbelievable, but if we accept it, then, like the stunned students 

who accepted the professor’s offer, we, too, will discover that, Yes, God’s grace truly is free. All we 

have to do is accept it. 

 

5. Of GOD 

 

The gift that is offered to us comes from God.  In order to stand before a sinless God, we must be 

perfect.  To say “I am better than so-and-so” is not the issue.  If God were to say, “all you have to do to 

get to heaven is jump so high that you can touch the moon”, would a person that can jump 3 feet high 

really be any better off than someone who can jump 4 feet high.  No.  We have all fallen infinitely 

short of God’s standard. 

 

E.g. the 3 friends rope illustration. 

 

F. B. Meyer called on a poor woman who made her living by taking in washing. When he arrived, she 

was hanging some clothes on a line. He commended her on how clean and white they looked. 

Thanking him for the compliment, she invited him in for tea. Time slipped by as they talked about the 

Lord. Meanwhile, the sky had clouded over and a light coating of snow covered the ground. As Meyer 

opened the door to leave, he said without thinking, "my, your washing doesn’t look quite as clean 

now!" "No," replied the woman. “The washing is as clean as it can be, but who can compete with 

God’s white?"  

 

God’s standard is perfection.  Only God who is perfect can give us this gift of perfection.  Our sin 

demanded death but God’s love demanded mercy.  In order to pay for my sin a sinless person had to 

become my substitute.  This is why Jesus came.  God became man in order to live a sinless life and 

offer himself as our substitute in paying our sin debt.   

 

5. Is ETERNAL LIFE 

 

If death is all about separation, life means togetherness and relationship.  When we receive God’s gift 

of salvation it restarts our relationship with God and ensures that our relationship with Him will last for 

all times.  Even physical death cannot break that relationship. 

 

6. In CHRIST JESUS 

 

Like all gifts, they must be purchased.  Christ purchased the gift for us.  In a way He went to court for 

us and paid our death sentence.  Even though we ran from God and deserve death, He is the one that 

died for us.  This is the gift. 

 

But how do we receive this gift from Christ?  We must take it from Him.  You cannot force someone 

to take a gift!  It becomes your possession only when you take it and make it your own. 

 

7. Our LORD 

 

Taking the gift means handing your life over to Christ in exchange for His.  This means making Christ 

Lord of your life, giving Him full control.  This process takes 2 steps: 



 

The first step is to confess.  That means that we acknowledge our need for God.  We tell God that we 

recognize that we have gone against Him, and that because of our sin we deserve death.  Another word 

for confess is repentance which means we acknowledge we are going the wrong way and turn around. 

 

The second step is surrender.  If you are in a battle that you cannot win then the smartest thing to do is 

give up! This means we allow Christ to take full control of our life and make us new.  This does not 

mean instant perfection.  It does mean that Jesus has the final say as Lord over everything we do and 

say.  We trust Him to guide us as we grow. 

 

Let me end by asking you this morning - where are you on the Bridge?  Perhaps you have never 

confessed or surrendered your life over to God.  Maybe you have confessed your need for God, but 

never surrendered your life to Him.  If this is the case, you have to do this before the gift is yours.  

Maybe you have confessed your need and surrendered to Him, but you are not feeling any different!  

You need to remember again what you were, what the gift you received was, and commit yourself 

anew to doing whatever God wants you to do. 

 

Let me ask another question – where do you want to be? 

 

My testimony. 

 

In the 1920s J. C. Penney presided over a very powerful empire of over 1,700 stores. At the time he 

had the country’s largest chain of department stores, each one bearing his name. Although his 

enterprise made him incredibly wealthy, J.C. Penney’s life was not devoid of setbacks and troubles. In 

fact, beginning in 1929, events took place that nearly cost Penney his life. 

 

When the Great Depression struck the country, it came at a time of great financial vulnerability for 

Penney. In the good times, before the Depression, Penney had overextended himself and had borrowed 

heavily to finance many of his ventures. But when the Depression hit banks began to request 

repayment of his loans sooner than anticipated. Suddenly cash flow was tight, and Penney was finding 

it difficult to meet payment schedules. Constant and unrelenting worry began to take a toll. "I was so 

harassed with worries that I couldn’t sleep, and developed an extremely painful ailment," he said. 

 

Concerned about his deteriorating health, Penney checked himself into the Kellogg sanitarium at Battle 

Creek, Michigan, (kind of the Mayo Clinic of its era). There, Dr. Elmer Eggleston, a staff physician, 

examined Penney, declaring that he was extremely ill.  Penney later recalled "A rigid treatment was 

prescribed, but nothing helped," He was constantly tormented by periods of hopelessness and despair. 

His very will to live was rapidly eroding. "I got weaker day by day. I was broken, nervously and 

physically, filled with despair, unable to see even a ray of hope. I had nothing to live for, I felt that I 

hadn’t a friend left in the world, that even my family had turned against me." 

 

Alarmed by his rapidly deteriorating condition, Dr. Eggleston gave Penney a sedative. However, the 

effect quickly wore off, and Penney awakened with the conviction that he was living the last night of 

his life. "Getting out of bed, I wrote farewell letters to my wife and to my son, saying that I did not 

expect to live to see the dawn."  

 

Penney awakened the next morning, surprised to find himself alive. Making his way down the hallway 

of the hospital, he could hear singing coming from the little chapel where devotional exercises were 

held each morning. The words of the hymn he heard being sung spoke deeply to him.  Going into the 



chapel, he listened to the singing, the reading of the Scripture lesson, and the prayer. "Suddenly 

something happened," he said. "I can’t explain it. I can only call it a miracle. I felt as if I had been 

instantly lifted out of the darkness of a dungeon into a warm, brilliant sunlight. I felt as if I had been 

transported from hell to Paradise. I felt the power of God as I had never felt it before." 

 

In a life-transforming instant Penney knew that God, with His love, was there to help. "From that day 

to this, my life has been free from worry," he declared. "The most dramatic and glorious 20 minutes of 

my life were those I spent in that chapel that morning." 

 

 

 

 

 

Automaker Henry Ford asked electrical genius Charlie Steinmetz to build the generators for his 

factory. One day the generators ground to a halt, and the repairmen couldn't find the problem. So Ford 

called Steinmetz, who tinkered with the machines for a few minutes, and then threw the switch. The 

generators came to life.  Later Ford got a bill for an astounding $10,000 from Steinmetz. Flabbergasted 

the rather tight-fisted carmaker inquired why the bill was so high when it only required a few minutes 

work. Steinmetz's reply: For tinkering with the generators, $10, and for knowing where to tinker, 

$9,990.  Wisdom is an expensive thing and hard to obtain. 

 

 

A small boy was flying a kite one April afternoon when a low drifting cloud encircled the kite and hid 

it from view.  A man passing by asked the little boy what he was doing with that string in his hand.  

"I'm flying my kite," the child responded.   The man, looking up and seeing only the cloud said, "I 

don't see a kite up there anywhere."  The little boy replied, "I don't see it either, but I know it's up there 

because every once in a while there's a tug on my string."  Though often appearing foolish to a 

sophisticated world, I still cling to God and keep looking up... and ever once in a while... I feel a tug! 

 

 


