Fﬂm(_(g Stories

S——

- -

S

W_Q;:rpr(se of &mca

Luke 18:9-14

A Purpose Statement

» How do we see ourselves?

- Often we compgdre-ourselves with
others_ .. :

- Whois rightebus? notrighteous?
— this.parable’addresses this theme
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He also told this parable to some who
trusted in themselves that they were
righteous and regarded others with
contempta=

Luke 18:9

The Problenm

- This parable identifies the problem
of justification by-works = seeing
yourself as-rightéous

- Condemninggotherswho are hot ds
good.as you

The Contex+

- 2 men go to the'temple to-pray — a
Pharisee & a taxcollector

- Both«gotaithe house of prayer
- Both pray to God



Similar & Contrasting

» These two men share-in this
fundamental d@sire to meet with God

- The témple‘as.a-metaphor speaks of
contrast— inSidérs & outsiders

The Pharisee

» A Pharisee is seen as a model citizen
of Israel (v11)

» A good personespected n the
com ity

- A pious individul- fasts 2x/week;
tithesin all he dees«v12)

The Problen. of Comparison

- ‘The death of the spiritual life’ (Teresa
of Avila)

» Pride rises.up —.'m'oves in-the direction
of the'false self

- Tendency of hyp@trisy (Luke 11:37-44)
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The temple is the map, the metaphor,
that stands for the insiders and outsiders.
Since this is a parable of contrast, the
temple will map out.the'contrast. The
contrast form doesgnotdecide in
advance whether the*fisst.or second one
will be favouredalthough the temple

map surely favols the Pharisee.”
Bernard Scott

Weak, Link,

« He sees his goodness by looking
down on others.— he thinks he is
better than the tax collector who
prays nearby (Vi)

- He sées himself-as righteous —no
stealing, chedting. as he.views the
Publican

The Tax Collector

» The tax collector was seen as an
enemy of the people(v13)

- A scoundrel— sefling.outto the
oppreéssors (Remans)

- Living well by'ehéating others



The Publican Pravs

» He calls out to Ged with no
comparison

- He uAderstands himself — “God, be
merciful'to'me, asinner”

YWhy) does the Pubdlican cr) out?

-« What is happening-in-his life?
- What reglity.checiis.going on?
- Coming to'af.erd of self

[ tell you, this man went down to his
home justified ratherthan the other;
for all who exalt themselves will be
humbled, butall whehumble
themsélves will be exalted.

Luke 18:14
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Looks Up

» He does not look down on others but
looks up to God - his.only hope

- Itis either mergy ok-death

- His lifeds4otally in theshands.of God’s
meray\&loveg

- No confidencetig®his.own goodness

G v entay

Justified

» Jesus declares that the tax collector
goes home justified/made righteous
and not the Pharisee (v14a)

- A shocking staternent.to his audience
— hoi.can'the tax collector be-better
off than'the Pharisee/a pillar of the
church?



Humility Over Self-Exaltation

- Jesus recognizes that before God we
are all needy ¥

- We afenottoleckdown on others
butlook'up te.God

The Surprise of Grace

» Grace is available to all of us — look to
God - we are alkin need of grace

» The point is noftofeave-thanking God
that we are.not as'the Pharisee but to
operf our heaktstothe love and grace
of God —the Pharisee &-Rublican'both
dwell within us

So YWhat?

- Now is the great’beginning!

» Stop looking dowion others — only
look tip tosthe.merey and love.of God
forall
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Take my yoke upon you, and learn from
me; for | am gentle and humble in
heart, and you will find rest for your
souls. Matthew 11:29

He has breught down the powerful
from theirthrofiesdandilifted up the
lowly; Luke 1:52

Become Like Christ

» We are to grow into the image of
Jesus (Ephesians 4:2) who was humble
of heart (Philippians 2:8)

» As we focus.on’Jesus we-will-bear the
fruit efdests -

- We-@are only justified by Jesus-& his
grace- never oygeven our best works!



