
 

FLEFC Stand Series: Summer 2018              Breastplate of Righteousness- Putting on greater righteousness. 

Traditional Righteousness Passage Jesus’s Greater Righteousness For us. 
God’s people were awaiting their 
liberation from the Romans. They 
were frustrated with their 
situation. 

5:11-12 “Blessed are you when others 
revile you and persecute you… Rejoice and 
be glad, for your reward is great in 
heaven,  

Rejoice and be glad when others, 
revile, persecute or slander you 

How have you responded to the 
antagonism of others? Have you learned to 
find God’s perspective to find joy and 
gladness in it? 

God’s people were stuck in the 
Roman Empire. That reality was 
something to bear and endure 

5:13 “You are the salt of the earth, but 
if salt has lost its taste, how shall its 
saltiness be restored?  

Bring the “flavor” of goodness with you 
wherever you go. Live out a 
commitment to preserve goodness. 

Do you embrace the opportunity to bring 
the taste of Christ’s goodness to those 
around you? 

A lesson that God had to keep 
reminding his people: they were 
blessed to bless others.  

5:14ff “You are the light of the 
world… let your light shine before 
others, so that they may see your 
good works and give glory to your 
Father who is in heaven. 

Do good works among those in the 
dark so that they can see the Father’s 
goodness and glorify Him!  

Do you avoid the dark that God has asked 
you to within for his glory? What makes it 
easier for you to hide your light than to 
shine it? 

The outward act (murder) is what 
makes someone unrighteous 
according to the law 

 5:21ff “You have heard that it was 
said to those of old, ‘You shall not 
murder… 22 But I say to you… 

Keep your heart from anger that taints 
your view of one who’s made in God’s 
image. Righteousness is a heart issue. 

How do you justify holding anger, grudges, 
or demeaning views of others? 

The outward act (adultery) is 
what makes someone 
unrighteous according to the law 

5:27ff “You have heard that it was 
said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 
28 But I say to you that everyone who 
looks at a woman with lustful intent 
… 

Keep your heart from lust that 
objectifies someone made in the image 
of God. Righteousness is a heart issue 

Porn addiction and sexual immorality are 
an epidemic in our culture. Do you justify 
the objectification of others as 
harmless/private? 

The law was more concerned 
with divorce protocol than with 
holding marriage in honor.  
(Heb 13:4) 

5:31ff “It was also said, ‘Whoever 
divorces his wife, let him give her a 
certificate of divorce.’ 32 But I say to 
you that everyone who divorces his 
wife… 

Upheld the marriage relationship as a 
life-long covenant. Removed the 
excuses that others had to end 
marriage 

Marriage is difficult! How do you act to 
hold marriage in honor and as a lifelong 
covenant and picture of Jesus and his 
church. (Eph 5) 

“Eye for an Eye.”  
Laws of retribution 

5:38ff“You have heard that it was 
said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth 
for a tooth.’ 39 But I say to you, Do not 
resist the one who is evil… 

Don’t seek retribution. Respond to 
offense with mercy, humility and self-
control. 

Do you respond to attack or hurt without 
the intention of revenge or retribution? 

The law of the land created 
safeguards against having to give 
up too much. (walking a mile, 
keeping your coat) 

5:40ff And if anyone would sue you 
and take your tunic, let him have your 
cloak as well. 41 And if anyone forces 
you to go one mile, go with him two 
miles… 

Give generously and “against” your 
rights. Set aside your own rights for the 
opportunity to serve and give to 
others. 

How does a sense of 
entitlement/ownership keep you from 
generosity or service of others? What else 
stops you from generously giving to 
others? 



“…love your neighbour and hate 
your enemy” 

 5:43ff “You have heard that it was 
said, ‘You shall love your neighbor 
and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I say to 
you, Love your enemies… 

“Love your enemies and pray for those 
who persecute you…” 

When someone wrongs you or antagonizes 
you, do you exempt yourself from 
obedience to this teaching of Jesus? 

Religious leaders had an affinity 
for making their righteousness 
visible to those around them.  

6:1ff Beware of practicing your 
righteousness (and prayer/ fasting) 
before other people in order to be 
seen by them…  

Give in secret. Pray in secret. Don’t 
make your fasting obvious. 

Do you direct the glory for the good things 
you’ve done, back to the one who has 
enabled you and is working through you? 
Do you seek the attention for yourself? 

Luke 16:14- the Pharisees were 
“lovers of money” who ridiculed 
Jesus for saying you can’t serve 
God and money 

6:18ff Do not lay up for yourselves 
treasures on earth, where moth and 
rust destroy and where thieves break 
in…but lay up for yourselves treasures 
in heaven 

Lay up treasures in heaven instead of 
on earth. Wherever your treasure is- it 
is a reflection of where your heart is. 

What would someone, who is able to 
observe how you spend your time and 
money, assume you love most? Where are 
your treasures? 

See above- the fact that the 
Pharisees were lovers of money 
betrays where their hearts were 
in terms of faith and trust 

6:25ff Therefore I tell you, do not be 
anxious about your life…But seek first 
the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness, and all these things 
will be added to you. 

Focus first on the pursuit of God’s 
Kingdom and righteousness, and have 
faith in his provision. 

In what areas of your life can a lack of trust 
in God, or a lack of seeking Him, turn into 
an unhealthy anxiety? 

The gospels show a consistent 
practice on the Pharisees’ part of 
casting judgment on Jesus and 
others.  

7:1ff “Judge not, that you be not 
judged… take the log out of your own 
eye, and then you will see clearly to 
take the speck out of your brother's 
eye. 

We look to our own sin first, and only 
to others’ sin with the intent of coming 
alongside and helping them.  

In what ways do you fall into pointing the 
finger at others, and avoid honest self-
reflection and contrition in your own life? 

Religious rulers- self dependent. 
In Luke 18, Jesus tells a parable 
that captures the attitude he 
faced among them. “God, I thank 
you that I am not like other 
men…” 

7:7ff “Ask, and it will be given to you; 
seek, and you will find; knock, and it 
will be opened to you. 8 For everyone 
who asks receives, and the one who 
seeks finds, and to the one who 
knocks it will be opened… 

Our lives should be characterized by 
ongoing “asking, seeking, and 
knocking” prayer with the faith in the 
Father’s loving provision 

Are you days marked more by self-
dependence or God-dependence? Is your 
life characterized by ongoing “asking, 
seeking, knocking” prayer? What 
circumstances distract you from your God-
dependence? 

Wide Path, False teaching, Sandy 
Foundation… 

7:13ff- Jesus draws three lines: 
Narrow vs wide paths. 
True vs False teaching. 
Solid vs. Sandy Foundation 

Narrow Path, Jesus’ true teaching, Solid 
foundation… 

Where/when do you swerve onto the 
wrong side of the line (or when are you 
tempted to?)  
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Ephesians 6:14

GOD’S OWN ARMOR. (Isaiah 59) 
Greater equipping 
for a greater righteousness. 
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and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.   

Jesus, Matthew 5:20

Righteousness that exceeds…

A priority…
But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these 
things will be added to you. 

Jesus, Matthew 6:33

“Obsession,” not obligation…
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they 
shall be satisfied.   

Jesus, Matthew 5:6
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This GREATER RIGHTEOUSNESS 
makes us KINGDOM-CASTERS

- The Intro: The Beatitudes 5:1-11
- Salt of the Earth 5:13
- Light of the World 5:14-16
- Let God’s kingdom come will be done 

here as is in Heaven. 6:10
- The Conclusion: Contrasts for religious 

people 7:13-29
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Living out Jesus’ greater righteousness 
shines the heart of the gospel:

People don’t just get a picture of a 
righteous God to try to be like, but the 

gracious God they can be with.
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Putting on the Breastplate this week:

1) “Pray on” God’s breastplate of righteousness.

2) Identify: 1-2 areas God is speaking from the 
Sermon on the Mount

3) An act of “Kingdom-Casting”
Something that shines the gracious and 
generous righteousness of God to other 
people.
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