New Eeginnings

Saved bg Trickery
Joshua 2
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» The storg of trickerg and ruse
is part of the historg of |srael

» Examples: Jacob & [ sau;
Joscph & his brothers; | amar
& her father-in-law

» | he story of the (Gibeonites

fits into this genre

» | hisisa story of the
unclcrdog winning the clag

» A storﬂ we can all relate to
at some Point in our faith
joumey

i. Setting the Stage
Uosh%a%hl) <

» Thc kings of Fa]estine resist
the Path of the ]sraclites

» (Commit to go to war against
|sracl

24 Thc (Gibeonite
FCI‘SPC‘CtiVC (Joshua 9:3-15)

» \Within this context the
(Gibeonites take a different
ap roach and attemPt to
make a peace treaty with
|srael

» Gibeon understands that theg
are under the ban of |srael so

they come up with a ruse

» Theg act with cunning (v4) -
Prudence, cleverness, wit (see
Frovcrbs I 5:5) - and Pretcncl to
send ambassadors from afar to

]srac] seeking peace (v4r~6)




» As moderns we need to
remcmber thc Contractual
nature of ancient near

eastern societg

s A focus on the making of a
covenant/treat9 between
two Partics
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» The ruse carries the clag
and a treaty is established

(vi4-15)

» Made peace (shalom =
Friendship) with them

» | he treaty is based on a

charade — a test of wits

» | he (Gibeonites are more

shrewd than ]sracl — 50 their

lives are sParec{

3. | he |sraelite
Fcrspcctivc (Joshua 9:16-27)
» Rcsponding to (Gibeonite trickcrg:

]sracl learns that the (Gibeonites

are their neig}‘nbours and theg have
been tricked (vié-i 7)

» ]sracl confronts the (Gibeonites
but do not harm them because of
the treaty with them (vig-21)

» Asa Punishmcnt for the deceit
the (Gibeonites are given the task
of cutting wood and drawing water

for thc Tcmplc needs (v 2 ,7_5)

» Not rca”g a great Punishmcnt;
serving in (od’s house (v23) -
indeed over time the (Gibeonites
seem to be received under [srael’s

rotection (1 (Choronicles 16:39,
R}ehcmialﬂ 5:7)

» ] he (Gibeonites survive because
thcg recognize the Gocl of ]srac]
and desire to revere him — “the
name of the | ord” (v9-10, 24-26)

» Theﬂ Plag the same role as
Rahab did earlier

» (Canannites coming under (God’s
Protcction
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i. T he outsideris brought
into (God’s (_ovenant

» 1A Rahab so are the Gibeonites
brought under Protection - those

5tor3 TOday who are in margina] Positions are

saved

Rcsponding to the

1 sPeaks of our own faith story -
we are outsiders brought under

(God’s care (E phesians 2:12-14)

2. Towhomis Joshua 9

Good Ncws? 3. Thc Stor clcvatcs the
S R e e Position of the undcrdog

» ] o all who are “broug!’xt near”’ e Position of acceptance

» ]t SPeaks oF our own HCCCI » WC are a” in nccd O]C mcrcy

and Forgivencss
» |t reminds us not tojudge

others we deem to be far off

» Jesus’ story of the workers
in the field illustrates the
Point of the story (Mat‘chew
A 3]

» Thosc who come late to
work are Paid the same as

those who worked all clag‘




