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Never Give Up Your Journey With God 
CMBC June 5, 2016                                                                                Hebrews 12:1 – 21 

 

 Sometimes we have given people the impression that once you submit 
your life to Jesus everything is going to be fine after that. 

 It will be fine but - not in the way that we think. 

 Life isn’t fine. It is filled with difficulties, challenges, discipline, even as a 
Christian. 

 God never promised that the Christian life would be a picnic. 

 But a follower of Jesus looks at the problems of life differently. 

 That is what Hebrews 12 is about. 

 If follows the list of great examples of faith in the face of trouble. 
 

1. THE CONVINCING EVIDENCE FROM THE WITNESS STAND 

Chapter 12 begins, [12:1] Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a 
great cloud of witnesses,  

 This is not a crowd of people watching in a massive stadium  

 Brazil Olympic stadium will hold 74,738 people 

 Imagine the stands filled with people who all had successfully run this 
race and won. 

 Their cheer is “You can do it. We did. So can you. Run. Run.” 
 

a. Every one of them faced tough challenges 
i. All of them in chapter 11 
ii. Noah, Abraham, Jacob, Moses 
iii. Serious challenges 

 
b. They overcame by faith 

i. They trusted God in the midst of these trials. 
ii. No hope without God 
iii. Faith grew in these trials 
iv. Hebrews 11:32 I do not have time to tell about Gideon, 

Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel and the 
prophets, [33] who through faith conquered kingdoms, 
administered justice, and gained what was promised; who 
shut the mouths of lions, [34] quenched the fury of the 
flames, and escaped the edge of the sword; whose 
weakness was turned to strength; and who became 
powerful in battle and routed foreign armies.  

v. They stumbled 
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vi. Hebrews 11:16 Instead, they were longing for a better 
country—a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to 
be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them.  
 

vii. Revelation 12:11 And they overcame him by the blood of 

the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they 
loved not their lives unto the death.  
 

c. You can do it too 
i. God’s purpose in writing this is to tell you, you can do it too 
ii. The list goes on to include Augustine, Martin Luther, Menno 

Simons, Charles Wesley, Dwight Moody, Hudson Taylor, 
Tobias Voth, Johann Classen, Benjamin Janz and a host of 
names of ordinary people you never heard of.  

iii. You are on that list for the next generation. 
iv. We do it together 

Hebrews 11:39 These were all commended for their faith, 
yet none of them received what had been promised. 
[40] God had planned something better for us so that only 
together with us would they be made perfect.  

You are a part of this list, by faith running the race, in 
your journey of trust in God. 
 

2. NOTHING WILL PREVENT DIFFICULT TIMES 

Everyone has faced these difficulties, even Jesus 
a. Jesus’ life was filled with adversity 

Hebrews 12:2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and 
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the 
cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the 
throne of God.  

i. Jesus said, “Why should you expect a different life than 
what he faced?” 

ii. He showed us the reality of this battle against evil 
iii. He showed us what the road we run on is like. 

 
b. His focus shaped his attitude 

i. “Who for the joy” 
ii. How could he? 
iii. He saw the purpose 
iv. When He sat down the powers of evil were defeated. You 

and I were set free. 
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c. Because of him, faith is possible for us 
i. He is the author and finisher of our faith. 

Hebrews 12:2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and 
perfecter of our faith, 

ii. I understand that the word “our” is not in the original 
1. Hebrews 12:2 Jesus, the author and finisher 

(perfecter) of faith, 
2. In Peter’s explanation to the temple crowd surprised 

at the lame man’s healing he said 
3. Acts 3:15 You killed the author of life, but God raised 

him from the dead. We are witnesses of this. [16] By 
faith in the name of Jesus, this man whom you see 
and know was made strong. It is Jesus' name and the 
faith that comes through him that has given this 
complete healing to him, as you can all see.  

4. “The author of life” He is vitally interested in us. 
Everything he has done is the evidence for our faith. 

iii. So fix your eyes on Jesus 
1. Because of who he is and what he did 
2. Embrace his purpose as your purpose 
3. Face you suffering with joy in what He is doing. 

 

3. FAITH AND WORKS DRIVE EACH OTHER 

When do I trust God and when do I carry out my own effort? 
The two drive each other. 
 

a. It begins with a commitment to succeed in my relationship with 
God. 

i. Hebrews 12:1 let us throw off everything that hinders and 
the sin that so easily entangles,  

ii. Ligament things that hinder us 
iii. ILL. A runner could wear a suit. No rules against that, but it 

will hinder. 
iv. Work hard at sin that will entangle, stop us. 

 
b. The determined attitude 

i. and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.  
1. Know what the race is all about. 
2. Set your mind on the goal 

ii. Hebrews 12:1 Fix our eyes on Jesus, who for the joy. 

iii. Not “Hallelujah it hurts” but “Hallelujah it helps” 
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iv. I am in a battle over evil that fits with God’s purpose. Run 
with that purpose in mind. 
 

c. Desire builds faith, not rules 
i. What kind of suffering?  

1. No just about persecution.  
2. There is also suffering in discipline 

ii. So keeping the rules isn’t what builds faith. 
iii. It is instead the heart – the heart’s desire to do whatever to 

build faith 
iv. Rejoicing in the disciple that God gives to make it right 
v. ILL playing a game with rules. Played volley ball which just 

became a free for all. Didn’t last long till someone got hurt. 
 

4. THE GROWING CROWD OF WITNESSES 

a. More than you can number 
i. Hebrews 12:22 But you have come to Mount Zion, to the 

heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living God. You have 
come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful 
assembly, [23] to the church of the firstborn, whose names 
are written in heaven. You have come to God, the judge of 
all men, to the spirits of righteous men made perfect,  
 

b. And we do this together 
i. Hebrews 12:12  Therefore, strengthen your feeble arms 

and weak knees. [13] “Make level paths for your feet,” * so 
that the lame may not be disabled, but rather healed.  

 
c. Join in the thankful worship 

i. Hebrews 12:28 Therefore, since we are receiving a 
kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so 
worship God acceptably with reverence and awe,  
 

5. NEVER! NEVER GIVE UP! 

a. Hebrews 12:3 Consider him who endured such opposition from 
sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.  

  


