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I was talking to my pastor buddy Russ...

This week.   
And he told me a story... 
I thought would be good to share today.


He had a call from a friend named Bill... 

From Wisconsin. 


Bill said to Pastor Russ, 

“We watch your service every week 

And I have to tell you...

Your jokes are pathetic.”


Now anyone who knows Russ...

Knows his jokes...

Have been... currently are...

And always will be... 
Absolutely pathetic. 


It's the way he likes them.  Punny.  Silly. 

Guaranteed to make you groan. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------

“Well, Bill,” Russ said, 

“Do YOU have any better jokes for me?”

	 

“Sure,” Bill said. Then he told Russ this joke.  [1 Croak]


A little boy goes up to his grandpa 

And says, ‘Grandpa, talk like a frog,’ 

But Grandpa is not interested...

And just says no. 


So the boy starts to follow him 

All around the house, 

And keeps repeating...

Over and over again...


‘Grandpa talk like a frog... 

Talk like a frog, Grandpa.’

Talk like a frog. 


Finally, the grandpa stops and says, 

‘Wha's with you today? 

Why are you bugging me:

Why do you want me to talk like a frog?’ 


The little boy said, 

Because Grandma said 

That when you croak 

We can go to Disney World!’”




The joke is questionable...

Because the little boy's motives...

Are questionable.

 
It seems like a direct request... 
But it's not... 

The boy has...

Ulterior motives...

-------------------------------------------------------------------------

Does anyone know the Latin phrase... [2 Latin]

Timeo Danaos et dona ferentes.


The way we say it in English is...

Beware of Greeks... 
Bearing gifts.


And you know...

It's the whole Trojan War thing. 

The story written down by Virgil...

20 or 30 years... before Jesus was born. 

 
It goes like this.... 

After 10 long years of war...

The Greeks apparently... 
Decided it was time to go home. [3 Trojan Horse]


As a parting gift... 
They left a huge wooden horse... 
Outside the city walls of Troy.

Then they loaded up their armies... 
On the ships... and sailed off. 

When the Trojans pulled the horse...

Inside the gates of the city...

A few select warriors... 
Who were hiding inside... 

Came out of the horse...

Unlocked the city gates...


And the Greek ships quickly returned..

And conquered.. the Trojan people. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------

Now.. I don't know if that story... 

Is real or a myth.  
No one really knows. 

 
But there seems to be some truth...

That subterfuge... 

Was used by the Greeks... 

To win the war.

 
It was a trap. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------




As you probably already know... [4 Taxes]  
The gospel lesson today... 
IS A TRAP!


It says so... 
Right in the lesson...

So there's no doubt about it.


And I quote... 
The Pharisees went...

And plotted to ENTRAP Jesus...

In what he said. 


But not alone... they formed a strange alliance... 
With the Herodians.

Who were supporters... 
Of the Herods... 
The puppet Kings of Israel... 
During the Roman occupation. 


The Herodians wanted to gain power... and privilege...  
Through the King of Israel.

 
The Pharisees...  
Were looking for...

The a different kind of King.

The Messiah.  The Son of David. 

Not just a local king...

But a religious political leader...

Who would sweep in... and restore Israel. 


At any rate... 
Usually these two groups... 
Didn't get along... 
They certainly did not cooperate. 

But they did on this day.


So that should be a red flag.

The first warning... 
That this might be a trap. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------

Then it's how they talked to Jesus... 
They are duplicitous... 

Two-faced...

Grossly...

Sicky sweet...  
When they speak to him.

 
They say... 

Teacher. 

We know that you are sincere. 

And teach the way of God...




In accordance... 
With the truth.

Now... come on. 
They have been publicly resisting... 
And tormenting...

And questioning Jesus...

At every turn.

 
They don't think he's a great TEACHER...

Centered in the truth. 

They think he's a heretic...

An imposter. 

Who speaks with undeserved authority. 

And opposes their way of life. 


The way they are talking to Jesus... 

Is the second red flag.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------

Then they say...

We know you show deference... to NO ONE. 

For you do not regard people...

With partiality. 


Which is absolutely true.

 
He's not influenced...

By the people around him. 


But when they say it... 
It sounds DIRTY. 

SLIMY... 

Like you know...

The other shoe... 
Is just about to drop. 


You can tell...

When someone is building you up...

Just to knock you down.

 
So could Jesus.


It's the last red flag.

Something bad is coming. 

There is an ulterior motive...

And an impending sense of DOOM. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------

Then. They spring the trap.  [5 Trap]


Tell us... is it lawful... 

To pay taxes to the emperor... or not. 




And when they say lawful... 
They mean is it right.

Is it allowed.

Is it ok. 


And see... the trap is this...

If Jesus says... no... don't pay taxes... 
Then he is guilty of sedition.

Against the state. 

 
If he says yes... pay your taxes... 
Then the people will be angry with him. 

Because they hate Rome.


They hate the occupation of their nation. 
They don't want to pay any more taxes... to Rome. 

NO NEW TAXES. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------

But brothers and sister in Christ...

Hear the good news.

Jesus will not be so easily fooled. 

Jesus is not dumb. 


You can quote me on that.

Jesus is not dumb.

He will not be trapped. 

By the Pharisees and the Herodians. 


Because.

This confrontation is happening... 

During what we call... Holy Week. 


This is after... Jesus and his disciples...

Had triumphantly entered Jerusalem...

You know... the Palm Sunday event...


By the end of this week... [6 Cross]

Jesus will be crucified...

Dead on the cross. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------

And... do you know... 

Why they killed Jesus... 
By the end of the week.

 
Because the political religious leaders...

Made charges against him...

They had him arrested for sedition...

For conspiring against the state.


AND... because... when the people... 
Had a choice... to set him free... they did not. 

Instead they cried out... Crucify him.




So... what I'm saying is... 
This trap is completely irrelevant to Jesus.


He has nothing to gain... 
To say people should pay taxes.

The state will very soon... 
In a matter of days...

Condemn him to death.


And he has nothing to gain... 
By saying the people shouldn't pay taxes... 
Because by the end of the week... 
In a matter of days... 

They will venomously...  
Be crying out against him... 
Asking for his death.

 
Both sides... will hate him. 
Both sides... will turn against him. 
Both sides... will kill him.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------

So.  He won't be trapped... today. 

By an irrelevant question. 

 
He didn't come... 
To answer this kind of question... about daily life...  
To appease the government... 
Or to give the people... 
Fuel to fight and argue. 

 
He was focused on the cross.

He was headed to his death. 

He was in the process...

Of saving... 

Not a specific government.

Not anyone's specific opinion.

He didn't care about that. 

 
He was on his way... 
To save the world. 

He was on his way... 
To bring light into the darkness.

Hope to the hopeless.

Life to the dead. 


He had a mission. 
He was focused...

 
He was in the process...

Of fulfilling... what God called him to do... 
And who God... 

Called him to be. 




And in the meantime... 

We were in the process...

Of killing him. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------

In Ephesians 4:14... Paul writes... [7 Wind]

We must no longer be children, 

Tossed to and fro and blown about 

By every wind of doctrine, 

By people’s trickery, 

By their craftiness in deceitful scheming. 


But speaking the truth in love, 

We must grow up in every way 

Into him who is the head, 

Into Christ.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------

So this is what all this means to me.

What we believe... 
What we choose... 
What we decide...

 
Should not be determined... 
By the winds of doctrine... 

Or people's tricks. 

Or by deceitful scheming. 


And you know... as well I do...

There's a lot of that... 
Going on right now. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
And I'm sorry. 

But I feel like I need to say... 
OUT LOUD.


Current culture...

Current politics... 

And current crises... 

Should not be setting... our moral compass.


We are the people of God.

We have a mission... an assignment... in this world.

Given to us by God.

 
Therefore... God's will...

Should be our driving force.


God's will... should be informing our thoughts.

Our choices.

Our decisions. 

 
Over and above...

Any other influence.




That's what it means... 
To be a follower of Christ...

That's what it means...  
To be a servant of our God.

------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
But with that said... Please note... 
That Jesus did not tell... the Pharisees or the Herodians...

Or the people who gathered... to listen... to him...  
 
He did not tell them... 
What to think.

What to do.

How to act.


He told them... 
To discern for themselves... 
What belongs to Caesar... 
And what belongs to God. 


He told them... 
To figure it out. 

 
He told them... 
To discern... 
What they should do... 
Based on what they believed. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
That's the real challenge... [8 God's Will]  
People of God.

 
The real challenge... 
Is discerning from GOD'S WORD...

And by the power of the Holy Spirit...

Living inside of us...

 
What God is calling us to do.

 
The real challenge... 
Is set aside... 
What the winds of doctrine...

And tricky people...

And deceitful schemers... 

Are telling us to believe. 

 
The real challenge...

To discern... for ourselves...  
How we can serve... 
How we can sacrifice... 
How we can love.... IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST.


Not because the world... 
Tells us that's the right thing to do...




 
But because GOD tells us... 
That's the right thing to do. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The real challenge... 
Is to be like Christ. 

Who was on his way.

Who didn't lose sight. 
Who didn't get trapped. 


But instead. 

 
He was literally... 
On his way to die. 

For us.

For the world. 
For the life of everyone...

And everything.

 
To bring life and salvation... 
To light. 


He was on his way.

And all those people could do.

When they had the savior... right there...


All they could do. 

Was attempt to trap him. 

And fight about paying taxes.


Surely... you can see...

They missed the point. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------

But we know what the point is...  [9 Serve]

We know what God expects of us.

We know what Jesus taught us. 


We know what it means... 
To serve and follow Christ...

All the way to the cross.  

It means... 

That the election process...

Is not supposed to... 
Turn us into jerks.

 
That followers of Christ... 
Do not have permission to dismiss...

Or degrade...

Or diminish...  
Half of the population... 
Because they do not agree... 

With you or me. 




We do not permission.

To speak in vile and hateful ways... 
That are clearly against... 
The call of Christ.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------

And it means...

The corona virus... 
Is not supposed to... 
Turn us into jerks.


It's not an excuse... 
To be hateful and hurtful to other people.

For whom Jesus died. 


Wearing a mask... and social distancing...  
Are not supposed to... 
Turn us into jerks.

 
Protestors...

Police officers...

Hate... anger... frustration...

 
Are not excuses to be distracted from...

The good news of Jesus Christ. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
We have been called to bring something different... 
INTO this world.

 
We have been called to be more.

We have been called to love more.

We have been called... 
To become the people of God.

 
Who serve each other.

All the way... to the cross.


And by the strength of God...

We will not be distracted...

From our call. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------

And if that that doesn't sound right... 
To us... to you... or to me...  


Then quite honestly... 
We may need to reevaluate... 
Who we say we are... 

Who we claim to be... 

What we say we believe.

And how we choose to live.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------

Because no matter what happens... 
In this tired old world.




And I need remind you... 
The Bible says... very clearly...  
There is nothing new under the sun. 


Whatever happens... 
Should not have the power...

Should not be allowed...  
To distract us...

From moving forward...

With our mission. 

 
Just like Jesus.

He refused to get trapped. 


And in his holy name... 

We should... refuse to get trapped... 

As well. 


Thanks be to God. 

Amen. 



