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A BIRTH TO REMEMBER 
December 11, 2016                                                                                       Luke 2:25 – 35 

 

 We know that the story of the manger in Bethlehem is more than a delightful story of 
a baby being born. Even more than God the Son’s sweet entrance into our world. 

 This is an event that has long been in God’s plan, even a plan that goes back into 
eternity. 

 Here is what was read in our Scripture reading from Isaiah 9: 

[6] For unto us a Child is born,  
Unto us a Son is given;  
And the government will be upon His shoulder.  
And His name will be called  
Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God,  
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
[7] Of the increase of His government and peace  
There will be no end,  
Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom,  
To order it and establish it with judgment and justice  
From that time forward, even forever.  
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.  

 God had a plan for the salvation of mankind. 
  

1. SIMEON’S WORDS OF RECOGNITION 

a. By the time the story of Jesus’ birth moves to Bethlehem, 9 months have passed 
since Mary first heard from the angel, and 7 or 8 months since Joseph had his 
visit from the angel.  

i. I am sure they talked about it, but mostly they would have kept things quiet. 
Maybe still puzzling over what all this meant. 

ii. It would have been quite surprising to have the shepherds burst into their 
barn and tell what they had seen. But they were shepherds. 

iii. Now in Jerusalem, at the temple they heard from the man of God, Simeon. 
 

b. Luke 2:25 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die 

before he had seen the Lord's Christ. [27] Moved by the Spirit, he went into the 
temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the 
custom of the Law required, [28] Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, 
saying:  

[29] “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised,  
you now dismiss your servant in peace.  
[30] For my eyes have seen your salvation,  
[31] which you have prepared in the sight of all people,  
[32] a light for revelation to the Gentiles  
and for glory to your people Israel.”  
 

c. Imagine Simeon’s excited heart at that point. 
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d. But the event of this birth points to a struggle in bringing us salvation. 
[33] The child's father and mother marveled at what was said about him. 

[34] Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is 
destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will 
be spoken against, [35] so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And 
a sword will pierce your own soul too.”  
 

e. There is much more to come into the life of this baby. This is the beginning of the 
end of the curse of evil. 
 

f. There had been other births, all along this plan, whose significance pointed to this 
birth to remember. 
 

2. THE “BIRTH” OF ADAM AND EVE 

a. Their fall was no surprise to an all knowing God 
 

b. Their birth was for the purpose to deal with the rebellion and curse evil. 
i. Lucifer’s lie was that we don’t need God and can be our own gods. 
ii. Angels had fallen for that lie as did Adam and Eve. 
iii. The inevitable result of that rebellion, the result of being separated from God, 

was death and hell. 
 

c. The creation of mankind, the birth of Adam and Eve would prove God’s true 
holiness and his fathomless love. 
 

3. GOD’S PLAN IN THE “BIRTH” OF ABRAHAM 

a. It was in this life that God demonstrated that salvation was possible only in a deep 
relationship of faith in God. 
 

b. This was most clearly demonstrated in Abraham’s confident faith in God that he 
was prepared to put God first in his willingness to sacrifice his son, Isaac, the son 
whose birth God had promised and miraculously made possible. 
 

c. This was the expression of salvation by faith in God 
Hebrews 11:17 By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a 

sacrifice. He who had received the promises was about to sacrifice his one 
and only son, [18] even though God had said to him, “It is through Isaac that 
your offspring will be reckoned.”  [19] Abraham reasoned that God could raise 
the dead, and figuratively speaking, he did receive Isaac back from death.  

d. The curse of sin and evil was broken, not by good works, but only by faith in God, 
a commitment to a relationship of trust in God, offered by God. 
 

4. GOD’S PLAN IN THE BIRTH OF MOSES 

a. The amazing act of God to choose and prepare someone to deliver the people of 
Israel from slavery in Egypt.  

i. An escape on dry ground through the Red Sea. 
ii. A journey through the desert to the Promised Land 
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iii. All this a clear picture of how God would bring salvation 
 

b. And through Moses present God’s plan of the shedding of blood to bring 
cleansing from sin and salvation. 
 

c. And to reveal God’s plan for a holy relationship with Him through holy living. 
 

5. GOD’S PLAN IN THE “BIRTH” OF DAVID 

a. God chose David to set up a righteous kingdom dependent upon God 
 

b. God’s plan to set up His kingdom 
Isaiah 9:7 Of the increase of His government and peace  
There will be no end,  
Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom,  
 

c. An everlasting kingdom of righteousness through salvation 
 

6. THE BIRTH OF JESUS – THE INFANT JESUS  

a. All of this plan is finally launched in the birth of Jesus 
 

b. Here is salvation 
 

c. Joseph was told: Call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sin. 
 

7. OUR SPIRITUAL BIRTH 

a. There is one more very important birth in God’s plan of salvation 
 

b. John 3:3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say to you, Except a 
man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.  
 

c. When Nicodemus was puzzled by this he said 
John 3:4 “How can a man be born when he is old?” Nicodemus asked. 
“Surely he cannot enter a second time into his mother's womb to be born!”  
[5] Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God 
unless he is born of water and the Spirit. [6] Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the 
Spirit  gives birth to spirit. [7] You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You  
must be born again.'  
 
[16] “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,  that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. [17] For God 
did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the 
world through him.  
 

 God had a plan from eternity, and you are part of that plan. 

 There were thousands of year of seeing this plan worked out. 

 There were the 9 months of waiting for Mary and Joseph. 

 There were the 30 years of Jesus and the times of being ready 

 And there have been the 2000 years to wait until you fit into that plan 
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 And now the 60, 70, 80, 90 years of you living out that plan 

 It was a plan established in eternity to defeat the lie and the curse of trying to be our 
own gods. 

 Compared to eternity past and eternity future, it has only been a few short breaths 
of air. 

 Soon we will enter into the final part of this plan, living in the glory of God’s love and 
grace. Done with sin and failure.  

 So we celebrate this glorious “Christ birth” of God’s salvation. 


