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A LIVING JESUS 
CMBC Easter April 16, 2017                                                             1 Corinthians 15:1 - 8 

 

We know about Friday. We know about early the first day of the week, Sunday. Saturday! 

The disciples were together that day – hiding.  

 

What do you suppose they were talking about that day? They would have rehearsed 

everything, each adding their side of the story.  

 They would have talked about the week that had gone pretty well with Jesus doing 

miracles and the exhilarating parade into Jerusalem.  

 Thursday evening started off so special, Jesus celebrating the Passover. 

 Then in the Garden, everything went crazy – the soldiers – Jewish soldiers – temple 

soldiers – Judas – the religious leaders –  

 All night, the insane accusations, the lies – Pilate. 

 Friday morning it went on, it got worse. 

 They were actually going to kill Jesus, crucify him. 

 When would he step up and show his power? 

 The screaming crowds – the cross, the nails 

 And then it was finally done. He died.  

 Jesus was dead. 

They would have rehearsed every detail. 

 What was wrong with Judas? 

 Why didn’t you say something? 

 Did you hear that Jesus said, “Father forgive them.”  

I thought that might stop the madness. 

 When they took the body off of the cross, I thought maybe he would stand up then. 

 We are done for. They will kill us too. 

They talked all day. And then fell back exhausted, but unable to sleep all Saturday night. 

And then it was morning. Early morning. Things were beginning to happen, but they didn’t 

know. 

 The ladies would have gotten each other up and gone early to make sure that the 

body was well taken care of. 

 The stone was moved away! Oh no more trouble. Who had moved the stone? 

They’ve taken the body. 

 Then two men dressed in white – their hearts stopped for fear. 

 But the angels said, ““Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, 
who was crucified. [6] He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see 
the place where he lay. [7] Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from 
the dead  

 They ran to tell the disciples. On the way they met Jesus. Again he told them to tell 
the disciples. They hurried on. Breathless they told them what they had seen. 

 Peter and John ran to the tomb. It was empty. 
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 They ran back to the others. Jesus wasn’t there they said.  
The women must have seen a ghost. 

 Others gathered. But still no Jesus. 
Around noon two of those that were present left to go back to Emmaus. Confused. 

 On the road they met a stranger, who wasn’t discouraged.  

 He told them that all of this had something to do with what had been taught in the 
Old Testament.  

 They wanted to hear more and invited him in for supper. 

 Then he prayed. And then he was gone. 

 The two sat for a moment in stunned silence. “Wait! That was Jesus. That was 
Jesus. 

It was late but they ran back to Jerusalem getting there a couple of hours later. 

 Breathlessly they told the disciples and the others there what they had seen and 
heard. 

 Then everyone started talking at once. 

 Are you sure? If it was Jesus, wouldn’t he have come with them? Wouldn’t he has 
come here first? Maybe it was just another ghost. 

And then suddenly Jesus was standing their among them, The door was still locked. 
How…? 

  “Peace be with you,” he said. 

 Stunned silence, Fear. This was the ghost the women and the two men had talked 
about. It had to be. 

 38 Then He said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your 
minds? [39] Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a 
ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have.”  

 [40] When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. [41] And while they 
still did not believe it because of joy and amazement, he asked them, “Do you have 
anything here to eat?” [42] They gave him a piece of broiled fish, [43] and he took it 
and ate it in their presence.  

 [44] He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything 
must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the 
Psalms.”  

 [45] Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. [46] He 
told them, “This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on 
the third day, [47] and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his 
name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. [48] You are witnesses of these things. 
[49] I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until 
you have been clothed with power from on high.” Luke 24:38 

He opened their minds. 
What do you think he told them? 

 How evil entered into the world and mankind rebelled against submitting to God. 

 How the Father and the Holy Spirit and the Son Jesus put into place a plan to 
redeem mankind.  

 How there was no other way but the shedding of blood, because the result of the sin 
and rebellion was death. 

 It would take death to free mankind from the curse. 

 But it would need to be the death of someone who had no sin, so that when he died, 
death could not hold him. 
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 It would mean the Son taking on the form of a man and come to this earth. 

 It would mean suffering and finally dying, taking on the punishment for the sins of 
the people and shedding his blood. 

 But then because he was sinless, because he was the Son of God, who had 
become the Son of Man, he rose from the dead. The grave could not keep him. 

 That was the plan. 

 And now it is finished. 

 [48] You are witnesses of these things. 

 [47] and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all 
nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 

Jesus is alive. This is a living Jesus. 

 
The Apostle Paul declared. 
1 Corinthians 15   [1] Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, 
which you received and on which you have taken your stand. [2] By this gospel you are 
saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in 
vain.  

[3] For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance *: that Christ died for our 
sins according to the Scriptures, [4] that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day 
according to the Scriptures, [5] and that he appeared to Peter, * and then to the Twelve. 
[6] After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at the same time, 
most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. [7] Then he appeared to 
James, then to all the apostles, [8] and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one 
abnormally born.  

[14] And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. 
[15] More than that, we are then found to be false witnesses about God, for we have 
testified about God that he raised Christ from the dead. But he did not raise him if in fact 
the dead are not raised. [16] For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised 
either. [17] And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. 
[18] Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. [19] If only for this life we 
have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men.  

[20] But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have 
fallen asleep. 

 

THE RESURRECTION PROVED WHO HE WAS. 
1. It demonstrated that the work on the cross was sufficient. 
2. Jesus was able to apply His work of forgiving our sin. 
3. Jesus is able to give us eternal life. 

a. He was the first of millions who will be raised from the death and living 
forever in heaven with Jesus.  

b. Jesus’ resurrection was a physical body – a glorified body – a body you and I 
will have at our day of resurrection. 
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THE PHYSICAL BODY MATTERS TO JESUS 

a. He Cares About The Body 

i. The body is our primary ally to Christlikeness 

1 Cor 6:19 – 20 

What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in 
you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? [20]  For ye are bought 
with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are 
God's.  
Romans 6:12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you 
obey its evil desires. [13] Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as 
instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who 
have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him 
as instruments of righteousness.  
 

ii. Man believes with the heart, but with the mouth confession is made unto 
salvation 
Romans 10:9 - 10 
[9]  If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your 
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. [10]  For it is by 
believing in your heart that you are made right with God, and it is by 
confessing with your mouth that you are saved.  
 

iii. And at our resurrection there will be a bodily resurrection 

Romans 8:11 
And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he 
who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies 
through his Spirit, who lives in you.  

iv. God cares about our bodies and the importance of that is demonstrated in 

Christ rising bodily 

v. This is an important part of the power of the resurrection and that demands a 

response from us. 

 

JESUS ENTERS INTO OUR REAL LIFE 

b. He cared about the broken hearts by the tomb 

i. Broken, bitter hearts 

ii. Who loved him dearly 

iii. He give then new joy, new life, new hope 

c. The bewildered travellers 

Luke 24:13 – 20 on the road to Emmaus 

i. The road of disillusionment, bewilderment, despair 

ii. But they were still talking about Jesus 

iii. Times when a person can’t understand 

iv. Gives new light 

d. The fearful in the upper room 

i. Afraid, paralyzed by fear – lost courage 

ii. Jangled nerves 

iii. Jesus didn’t give up on them 
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e. The doubters 

i. 2 kinds of doubts 

ii. An intellectual superiority that takes pride in its doubt 

iii. A doubt that is desperate and passionate 

iv. Doubt that continues in a desperate struggle for certainly, that wants to 

believe 

v. Jesus comes back 

f. Those fighting a last ditch battle 

i. James – one of his brother 

ii. Paul 

iii. There was no indifference here 

iv. These men were intent in their hatred of Jesus 

v. But as long as there is seriousness there is the chance that they will yet 

believe 

vi. With indifference nothing can be done 

 

 Few facts of history are better documented than the resurrection of Jesus 

 And He offers us the assurance that our bodily resurrection is sure 

 But until then he cares about our bodies, our material work, our real life. 

 He only asks you to believe. 

 

Not surprising that Paul wrote, “If you confess with your mouth “Jesus is Lord” and believe 

in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” Rom 10:9 

 

For all the doubting, hurting, troubled lives: open your life to Jesus 

 


