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        Sunday October 6, 2019: Celebrating 5 Years in 
                          Partnership with Hawkins 
 
Celebrating 5 Years at Hawkins:  We were very blessed to have Principal Beth 

Stretavski speak at all three services at Epworth on October 6th.  She shared with the 
congregation what Epworth means to Hawkins, and the difference that each volunteer 
makes.  In addition to Pastor Doug’s interview with Beth, all Hawkins volunteers (current 
and past) were recognized during the services, and a slide show was presented. 
The Epworth-Hawkins team members hosted a display table featuring information on 
becoming a Hawkins volunteer, including volunteer sign-up sheets.  Principal Beth was 
also available between services to answer questions at the table.   
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Pictures from our Hawkins Day Celebration at Epworth:
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Message to Tutors from June Latshaw: 

Hello Tutors: 

A great big THANK YOU to all who jumped in, at the last minute, for two weeks of 
concentrated tutoring in September.  According to the principal, Beth Stretavski, 50% of 
the tutored students advanced to the next level of reading.  Tutoring makes a difference.  
YOU are making a difference.  Epworth is making a difference at Hawkins.   

Several tutors are now in the school on a weekly schedule as we are receiving requests.  I 
now have a few requests for 1st and 3rd graders in reading.  If you are interested in 
working with the children, mostly one on one, email or call me at the address below. 

When you are with a student for a half hour, once a week, you may feel like the visit is 
too short for any progress to take place.  But, week after week, you are influencing the 
student’s behavior and developing a relationship with him.  He/she knows that another 
adult cares about their learning, cares about them as a person, affecting their 
motivation.  

Thank you for the difference you are making in the lives of students at Hawkins STEMM 
Academy,  

 June Latshaw 

mamalatshawlatshaw@gmail.com           Phone:   419.344.4127 

 

New Volunteers:  Two New Volunteer 
Orientation sessions will be held in October 
at Epworth. 

New volunteers are required to attend one 
of these sessions.   

If you know anyone interested in being a 
Hawkins volunteer, please have them 
contact Barb Machin.   

It’s not too late to sign-up to be a volunteer 
for this school year!! 

mailto:mamalatshawlatshaw@gmail.com
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Hawkins Library Information                             

Two “library centers” have replaced the school library at Hawkins, which was converted 
to a Catalyst Lab when Hawkins became a STEMM Academy earlier this year. All 
nonfiction books and fiction for lower grades (K-3) are in the main floor atrium, and 
fiction books for grades 4-8 are in the 2nd floor balcony.  Both centers are open 3 days a 
week, and teachers have scheduled ½ hour time blocks for classes to visit. A laptop 
computer is available in each center for checking out books. Media specialist Tim Loge is 
at Hawkins two days a week, and Epworth volunteers, coordinated by Kris Martin, assist 
in staffing the two centers. “We’re still working out some of the details,” Kris said, “but 
we’re very much open for business and would welcome new volunteers.”  If you’re 
interested in knowing more about how you can help in the library centers, contact Kris 
(krimmartin@gmail.com). 

 

 

 

New Volunteer Handbooks:                

The Epworth team has prepared NEW volunteer handbooks with updated information 
for the 2019-2020 school year at Hawkins STEMM Academy.  The new volunteer 
handbook pages have been mailed to all current volunteers.  Please replace your 
previous handbook pages with the new set you will be receiving in the mail. 

New volunteers will be receiving their handbooks at the Orientation sessions in October. 
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Staff and Teacher Appreciation by Laura Bensman: 
 

Hi all! My name is Laura Bensman and I am new to Epworth church and the leadership of 
Hawkins partnership! I was absolutely thrilled when Pat asked me to be on leadership 
and focus on staff and teacher appreciation! I have a passion for making people feel 
appreciated and making cheesy signs that make people smile!  
 
I started staff and teacher appreciation in October at Hawkins! I placed tea and coffee on 
the table  in the school’s work room with a sign that said 
 
We think you are Tea-rrific!  
 
Thanks a Latte!  
 
My goal is to have a treat for the teachers and staff ( with a cheesy sign!) the first 
Tuesday of each month to make them smile and feel appreciated.  If you hav any 
suggestions or would be interested in baking a homemade treat for teacher and staff 
appreciation please send me an email at rev.bensman@gmail.com  
 

-Laura  

                                            

                                                                         Laura Bensman 

 

mailto:rev.bensman@gmail.com
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Parent Engagment Update: 

 

Jennie Vancil joined the Epworth-Hawkins Partnership leadership team this 
summer. Her focus will be on parent engagement at Hawkins STEMM Academy. 
Parent engagement is fundamental to a student's success, and Jennie is excited 
about working with the Hawkins staff to determine opportunities to further engage 
and include parents in a way that would benefit students as well as the culture of 
the school. She is looking for volunteers to assist in planning these activities. “If 
you feel you have a talent in engaging others, or would like an opportunity to 
explore a talent of engaging adults in the life of their child's school,” Jennie said, 
she’d like to have you join her.  For more information on this and other volunteer 
opportunities at Hawkins, contact Barb Machin (bmachin@bex.net). 

 

                                     

                                                        Jennie Vancil 
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Volunteers—Update on Background Checks:         

Toledo Public School policy requires annual background checks for all volunteers who 
come into contact with students at one of its schools.  We will follow the same 
procedure as last year.  Barb Machin will be emailing instructions for you to follow.  If 
you kept the password for your account with Verified Volunteers from last year, you 
should be able to use it to get into your account and update your information this year 
even though the Company has changed hands; it is now Sterling Volunteers.  You need to 
complete the background check process before you can be given a tutoring 
assignment.  If you have any questions about the policy or the process, contact Barb 
Machin, Volunteer Recruitment Coordinator. 

 

 

 

     

 Hawkins STEMM Academy Newsletter: Remember to pick-up a copy each month 

of Hawkins Newsletter called the “Hawkins Herald”. There are copies in the school office 
near the sign-in sheets.  (You can also access this newsletter online at Hawkins STEMM 
Academy website). 
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Hawkins Information on Epworth’s Website:   
Here is the direct link to reach Hawkins STEMM Academy information on Epworth’s 
website: 
           www.epworth.com/hawkinspartnership 
 
Lynn Bachelor does an excellent job of keeping our Hawkins Website updated! 
Please share this website with any friends that would like more information on being a 
Hawkins volunteer!!     

 
 
Volunteer Contact Information: 
If any of your contact information has changed (email, phone, address, etc.) please email 
your changes to Lynn Bachelor at:  lynn.bachelor@gmail.com 

 

 

Thank you for being a Hawkins Volunteer!!   

 

 

 

Hawkins-Epworth Management Team: 

     Pat Holmberg, Team Leader 

     Lynn Bachelor, Database management, Communications/Tower articles 

     Laura Bensman, Staff Appreciation 

     Sherry Clark, Book Initiatives, E-Newsletters 

     June Latshaw, Educational Services 

     Barb Machin, Special Projects, Recruitment and Background Checks 

     Jennie Vancil, Parent Engagement 

 

       

      

http://www.epworth.com/hawkinspartnership
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