
Sermon Notes
Text: John 1:1-5; Isaiah 9:1-2

Intro:

A world without Jesus is a dark place, but a world with Jesus is a world 
of life, truth and beauty. 

Isaiah 9:2

1. What is Darkness?

Isaiah 8:19-22; 9:1-2

Darkness = Evil (Sin)

Romans 12:21

Darkness = Ignorance

When we try to solve our human-made problems with only human-made 
solutions, we are fighting darkness in the dark. 

Isaiah 8:20

God sent Jesus to shine in the darkness of evil and ignorance. 

2. What is Light?

Isaiah 9:6-7

i. Wonderful Counsellor: Wise counsellor
ii. Mighty God: God Hero
iii. Everlasting Father: Provider and protector
iv. Prince of Peace: Ruler that brings peace

3. How do we get the light?

i. Be honest about your darkness (confess your sin)

1 John 1:5-9

ii.    Love others

1 John 2:9-11

“Do not waste time bothering whether you “love” your neighbour; act as 
if you did. As soon as we do this we find one of the great secrets.  When 
you are behaving as if you loved someone, you will presently come to 
love him. If you injure someone you dislike, you will find yourself disliking 
him more. If you do him a good turn, you will find yourself disliking him 
less.” ~C.S. Lewis

Conclusion:

John 1:5
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2. Light that Shines in the Darkness

http://www.betheltab.ca


Life Group Discussion

Warm up:

1. Tell people about a time when darkness affected you negatively (in a 
way that wouldn’t have happened if the lights were on). e.g. you 
tripped over the coffee table. What does your experience teach you 
about spiritual darkness and its effects?

2. What stood out to you about Sunday’s sermon? What was 
interesting? Confusing? Weird? Thought provoking?

Study & Discussion:

1. Read Isaiah 8:19-9:7. What do you notice about this passage? How 
does this represent darkness? How does it represent light? How 
does Jesus fulfill the names listed in v. 6?

2. Read John 3:19-21. Jesus is the light of the world to bring life, truth 
and beauty, but some people prefer the darkness. Why? How do we 
step into the light?

3. Consider the quote by C.S. Lewis (see notes). Do you agree? Why 
or why not? How have you seen this happen in your own life? 

Application:

1. Do you have sins you need to confess to God and/or others? Who in 
your life needs to be shown love?

Prayer:

•
•
•
•
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