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Welcome to Metropolitan United Church 
The downtown church for a diverse city 

 

For thousands of years this land has been the traditional home of the Huron-Wendat, the 

Seneca, and most recently, the Mississaugas of the Credit River. It is still home to Indigenous 
people from across Turtle Island. We are grateful to work, live and worship on this land. 

 

 
 

Sunday, September 16, 2018      

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

We hope that you will find in the Worship Service food for faith and a doorway to God.  

Metropolitan is an Affirming Congregation. We welcome people of all sexual orientations  

to worship and minister among us. 



ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

CARILLON PRELUDE 10:30 a.m. outside, ending with:   
Carillon Impromptu on Eventide          Gordon Slater 

 

ORGAN PRELUDE AND CANDLELIGHTING 

 Fantasie in G Major                Johann Sebastian Bach 
 Prelude              Jacques-Nicolas Lemmens        
 

♪PROCESSIONAL HYMN #514 God the Spirit, Guide and Guardian                         Blaenwern 

                    

♪INVITATION TO WORSHIP   (Opening liturgy adapted from Psalms19, 116, Mark 8) 
One:  Gracious is the Lord, and righteous is God’s name; our God is full of compassion. Let  
 us walk in the presence of the Lord in the land of the living, 
 All:  The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims his  
 handiwork. Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night declares  
 knowledge. 
One:      The Lord be with you. 
All:         And also with you. 
One:       Let us pray. (all seated) 
One:  God of love, you teach us a life journey that calls us to deny what is unhealthy and       

unloving. Lead us in that pathway.                  
All:         Awaken us to the ever-new abundance that is ours through your Word, in the  
    name of the one who died and rose. 
One:  Holy God, in the face of sin, our gravest enemy, we call to you for help. You know our    

fault before we speak. 
All:         Forgive us for what we have done in opposition to your will. Forgive us for those 
    things we have not undertaken and which we know are wrong. 
One:       We have not loved you and our neighbours as we ought. We have denied our  

   dependence on you. Lead us away from this grief and sorrow. 
All:         Save us, so that we may fulfill our vows to you and attend to the needs of your  
    people. 
 

PRAYER OF APPROACH AND CONFESSION 
 

SILENCE FOR PRIVATE PRAYER 

 

ANNIVERSARY KYRIE (ALL)                    P. Wright 

 
♪(indicates a congregational response- please stand as you are able) 



ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

One:  Long days and high clouds release seasons of promise. Things grow and ripen 
then. Prayers, sown as seeds, yield blessings seen in love. This is God's way. 

 

♪ANNIVERSARY ACT OF PRAISE  (All)        P. Wright 

 

 
 
 
 

CHOIR:  All glory be to God on high and peace to earth from heaven. 

ALL:    Glory to God! Glory to God! Glory in the highest! 
CHOIR:  The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light!   
ALL:    Glory to God! Glory to God! Glory in the highest! 
 

READINGS    Proverbs 1:20-33; James 3:1-12 
 

ANTHEM        Go Not Far From Me, O God                                                       N. A. Zingarelli 
Go not far from me, O God; cast me not away in the time of age. Forsake me not when my strength 
faileth me. O let my mouth be filled with Thy praise, that I may sing Thy glory and honour all the day 
long. 
 

GOSPEL READING            Mark 8:27-38 
One: Here then is light: old light from glory, bright light from wisdom, fair light from faithful 

following.  Here is Christ, alive in text and expectation. 
 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE:   Thanks be to God for the light. 
 

ENCOUNTERING THE CHILD WITHIN 
        All children and youth are invited to make their way to Sunday School. Please follow the teachers. 
 

♪ HYMN # 892    Who Comes from God                                             Salve Regina Coelitum 
 

SERMON            “Voice in the Night” 

     The Rev. Dr. John Joseph Mastandrea 
 

ANTHEM        Call of Wisdom    (based on Proverbs 8)                                             Will Todd
Lord of wisdom, Lord of truth, Lord of justice, Lord of mercy; walk beside us down the years till we 
see you in your glory. Striving to attain the heights, turning in a new direction, entering a lonely place, 
welcoming a friend or stranger. I am here, I am with you, I have called: do you hear me? I am here, I 
am with you. Silver is of passing worth, gold is not of constant value, jewels sparkle for a while; what 
you long for is not lasting.... Composed for the Diamond Jubilee of Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II 
   

♪ PEACE GREETING 
 One:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
 All:    And also with you. 
 One:  Let us greet one another with the peace of Christ. 

♪ AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 We are not alone, we live in God’s world. 
 We believe in God:  
  who has created and is creating, who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, 



  to reconcile and make new, who works in us and others by the Spirit. 
 We trust in God.  
 We are called to be the Church: 
  to celebrate God’s presence, to live with respect in Creation, 
  to love and serve others, to seek justice and resist evil, 
  to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope.        
 In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us. 
 We are not alone. Thanks be to God. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS OF OUR COMMON LIFE 
 

OFFERING OF OUR LIFE AND WORK 
 

OFFERTORY SOLO Fac ut Portem (from ‘Stabat Mater’)            G. Pergolesi 
Make me to bear Christ’s death, sharing in His passion, and bearing His wounds. 
 Valeria Kondrashov, mezzo-soprano 
  

♪THE OFFERTORY HYMN #541  (All)                Old 100th 
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures high and low;  
 Give thanks to God in love made known: Creator, Word and Spirit, One. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

 One:    Lift up your hearts. 
 All:      We lift them up to the Lord. 
 One:    Let us give thanks to the Lord God. 
 All:      It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 One:    Let us pray. (all seated) 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

LORD’S PRAYER (all)  (Voices United, p. 921) 
         Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
                 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth, as it is in heaven. 
          Give us this day our daily bread,  
     And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
        And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
          For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

♪ CLOSING HYMN #626   I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say                                         Kingsfold 

 

♪ COMMISSIONING 

♪ANNIVERSARY BLESSING (All-Please turn toward the centre)                     William Wright 

  
 



ORGAN POSTLUDE AND CANDLE EXTINGUISHING   Fanfare                             William Mathias                                            
                                                         

 
 
  
 

LEADING IN WORSHIP this morning are The Rev. Dr. John Joseph Mastandrea and The Rev. Dr. G. 
Malcolm Sinclair.   Reading the lessons is Margaret Metcalfe. The ministry of music is offered by 
the Metropolitan Choir conducted by Minister of Music Dr. Patricia Wright, and by the Wayne C. 
Vance Organ Scholar Michael Oldaker.  
 

CARRYING THE BANNER is Ian Mahaffy. 
GREETERS are Fran Parkin and Jean Robison. 
USHERS are Toba Bryant, Kenneth Younie, Karl Griffith, and Carolyn Pack. 
 

All are welcome to share in refreshments and conversation after the service. 
 

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Monday, September 17    
10:00 a.m.    Art Program                                                         Metropolitan Centre 

Tuesday, September 18 
  6:30 p.m.    Open Studio Night                                                                            Metropolitan Centre   
  7:00 p.m.    Silver Band rehearsal                                                               Sanctuary 

Wednesday, September 19 
  1:00 p.m.   Met Care Committee         Flanders Library 
  5:00 p.m.    Congregational Dinner              Palais Royale
  
 

Thursday, September 20 
  7:30 a.m.    Prayer Breakfast                                                                                 Fran’s Restaurant 
  6:30 p.m.    Metropolitan Handbells                                                                       Nursery 
  7:30 p.m.    Metropolitan Choir rehearsal                                                  Chancel Room/Sanctuary    

Friday, September 21 
10:00 a.m.    Art Program                                                        Metropolitan Centre  
   

Saturday, September 22  
  8:30 a.m.    Breakfast Bible Study                                                                                         Nursery  
  1:00 p.m.    “Metropolitan- The Musical” rehearsal                    Chancel Room 

 
NEXT SUNDAY: September 23 Anniversary 3/Eighteenth Sunday After 

Pentecost  
  9:30 a.m.    Communion Service in the Founders’ Chapel 
                     “Clothed in Crimson”      

The Rev. Dr. John Joseph Mastandrea 
9:45 a.m.    Metropolitan Sparklers, Choristers, Great Heart Met Centre, Chancel Room and Morley     
              Punshon 

10:00 a.m.    Library Open (re-opens 12:15 p.m.)  
10:00 a.m.    One Question Bible Study                                             Board Room (Northeast corner) 
11:00 a.m.    Morning Service and Church School  
                     “Party in the Public Square” The Rev. Dr. Catherine Maclean 
  Nehemiah 8:1-12; Psalm 84; Mark 1:16-20 



 

METROPOLITAN’S 200TH ANNIVERSARY YEAR 2018 “A GREAT LIGHT” 
 

 

 

SPECIAL SEPTEMBER WORSHIP EVENTS 
 

      Sunday, September 23, 11:00 a.m. “Party in the Public Square” 
    Guest Preacher: The Rev. Dr. Catherine Maclean, St. Paul’s United Church, Edmonton, 
     (Preacher, Teacher, Scholar, Author, recent candidate for United Church Moderator). 
 

   The Fall Fair starts right after the service, with displays, booths, food & drink, entertainment. 
 

    Sunday, September 30, 7:30 p.m. we gather our outreach partners for worship.   
    From “The Hub” Partnership: St. Michael’s Hospital, St. Michael’s Cathedral, The Sisters of  
    St. Joseph and St. James Cathedral.  
    From “The Toronto Festival of Preaching” (The Lester Randall Preaching Fellowship): 
    Yorkminster Park Baptist Choir & Congregation, Timothy Eaton Memorial Church, St. Andrew’s 
    Presbyterian Church. The various clergy and lay leaders will participate, a combined choir will  

sing C. H. Parry’s “I Was Glad”. The Rev. Dr. J. Peter Holmes, The Minister 
of Yorkminster Park will preach. 

 
 
MINISTRY OF INTEGRATED ARTS 

WELCOMING NEW MEMBERS to all of our choirs for children and youth which rehearse on 
Sundays, at 9:45 a.m. Sparklers (ages 4-6), Choristers (ages 7-11), and Great Heart (ages 12 up) are 
open to all regardless of prior musical experience. Speak with Dr. Wright for more information. 
 

METROPOLITAN...THE MUSICAL!  HELP NEEDED: We have a list of pop culture and other images 
we require for the visual aspect of the production.  We need one or two people who can find and pull 
those images from the internet.  We also have a special project for someone up to a challenge – we 
know about a specific 19th century political cartoon about the church and we need someone to find it!   
 

VISUAL AND CREATIVE ARTS FALL HAPPENINGS:  Yes you can write, draw, paint 
Creative writers workshop facilitated by published writer Sue Reynolds.  It is a powerful 3 hour 
workshop scheduled for September 26 (2 –5 pm and if enough interest also that evening from 6 - 9). 
Please register with Carole at bookbind@cogeco.ca and give your preference for afternoon or 
evening. Open Studio Tuesdays 6:30 – 8:30 pm in the MET Centre, (acrylics, pencil, pastels, some 
supplies provided!) all levels welcome! A friendly encouraging space facilitated by local artist Luis 
Estores.  

CONGREGATIONAL CARE 
METROPOLITAN CONGREGATIONAL FAIR coming up Sunday, September 23 at 12:15 p.m. 
We’ll have a BBQ, various activities, booths – come meet the 200th Anniversary heritage and 
community partners, and hear an anniversary commissioned piece by Gordon Slater for our carillon. 
Baking for sale - please give to Kenneth Younie. Books for sale - please speak to Maureen Maguire. 
Treasures for sale - please speak to Meilana Dickenson 
Sign up at the Met Connect table for your $10 Winnie Williams pie! 
 
MET CARE presents Music Can Heal, a Lunch and Learn after the service on September 30th in the 
Met Centre following the church service. Bring your own lunch – coffee and tea provided. Please sign 
up with The Rev. Dr. John Joseph Mastandrea. 
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MOVIE NIGHT AT THE MET:  Come and see the film “The Shape of Water” on Tuesday, October 2 
at 6:00 p.m. in the Met Centre. RSVP Dr. Mastandrea. 
 

OUTREACH 
DONATIONS NO LONGER REQUIRED: Metropolitan United is no longer accepting clothing and 
household goods for donation.  There are a number of very well-run programs nearby and elsewhere 
in the city that will welcome your donations.  The Double Take Store at 310 Gerrard Street East 
takes items between 10 am - 5:00 pm Monday through Sunday. Diabetes Canada will pick up items 
by appointment but also have donation bins nearby at 522 University Avenue, 128 Broadview 
Avenue, 100 Bain Avenue and 801 Lakeshore Blvd East. We will be using these resources to assist 
Metropolitan service users. 

SPIRITUAL LEARNING FOR LIFE 
FLANDERS LIBRARY: One of the books added to the library collection not long ago before summer 
holidays is 'Martin Luther: Renegade and Prophet' written by Lyndal Roper. This book was selected 
as the Book of the Year by several leading newspapers.  
The Library is open 10:00-11:00 a.m. and 12:15-1:00 p.m. every Sunday.   
 

STUDY GROUP:  Jesus X Four with the Rev. Dr. G. Malcolm Sinclair will be held on Wednesdays, 
October 3, 10, 17, 24 from 10 a.m. until noon in the Board Room space, northeast side. 
 

FAITH THROUGH ACTION 
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN, 2019:  Opportunities abound to give to our congregation’s forthcoming capital 
campaign to be launched in 2019.  We must restore our tired sanctuary, refurbish our 96 year old 
carillon and renew our well-worn park in McGill Square. We are preparing for ministry in our 3rd 
century in downtown Toronto.  To meet our goal of $1.5 million, we will need the support of every 
household.  Without our gifts, this much needed work will not get done.  Thank you — and stay tuned! 
 

FORMALIZE IT!  Are you using the green visitor envelopes for your weekly offering or putting money 
directly on the plate?  Please consider formalizing your giving to Metropolitan by using a box of weekly 
offering envelopes, giving by bank deduction or by credit card.  Giving will be easier for you and you will 
also receive a receipt for income tax purposes at year end.  Please contact Elena at (416) 363-0331, ext. 
29; elenap@metunited.org. Thank you for your kind support.   
 
“COUNT ME IN!”  Interest in leaving a legacy gift to Metropolitan United Church continues and your 
church is grateful.  When you leave a future gift of any amount to Metropolitan, you become a 
member of the Metropolitan Legacy Circle.  Legacies can and do make a real difference.   For 
information please call Doug Flanders at (416) 769-2746 or email dougflanders@sympatico.ca    
A legacy — It’s ours to leave.  
 

Gratitude makes every day sacred. Expressing our gratitude is a gift to the 
giver. Gratitude for small things makes every day a gift.  Sue Bender 
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