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Today we are in a text where Jesus is going after hearts.  And here’s the thing with 
Jesus, when He goes on the hunt He’s ruthless and aggressive particularly when your 
heart is on the run.  
 
Now you’d think people like us would be happy about Jesus chasing us, but often we 
aren’t.  You see we are happy doing stuff for God.  We show up at church, and maybe 
give some money, and carve out some time to do Bible studies or Missional Community 
Groups.  But we really want Jesus to leave our heart alone.  We don’t want Him digging 
into the core issues of our life. 
 
But this never works for Jesus.  God isn’t interested in our service.  What He wants is 
our hearts – He wants our love.  And if He can’t have our love then no matter what good 
stuff we do for Him it’s all worthless. 
 
So once Israel was in the middle of a big period of fasting.  They weren’t eating, and 
instead they were spending that time singing and praying and being religious, and all of 
a sudden Isaiah showed up with a word from God and said “God hates your fasts.” 
 
And you can just imagine all the people saying “What gives!  I’d rather be eating, God 
should be happy with what I’m doing.” 
 
But God continues, “Your hearts aren’t in this.  These fasts are all about you, not about 
you loving Me.” 
… 
Now when we come across stories like this I think our first response is to say “those bad 
people, we are so much better than that.”  But Jesus isn’t going to leave us there today.  
He wants to expose where our affections lie, and He’s going to use money and 
relationships to do it. 
 
So, open the Bible on your phone or grab the one from the pew in front of you.  We are 
in Luke 14.  Please follow along.  I’m going to read the first 6 verses to set the context. 
 
[Read Luke 14:1-6] 
 
So Jesus is out for dinner at another big Pharisees’ house but He’s not enjoying 
Himself.  Verse 1 says “Jesus was being carefully watched.”  Imagine slurping ramen in 
those conditions!  
 
And it’s a set up.  It’s Sabbath, and right in front of Jesus they sit this guy who has some 
swelling disease.  It’s super obvious.  He’s ugly, totally in pain and completely out of 
place.   
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Normally this guy would never be at this upper-class meal.  But he got invited today in 
order to bait Jesus into a to trap.  If Jesus heals him then He’s breaking the Sabbath – 
that was against the rules.  But if He doesn’t, even though He can, then He lacks 
compassion.  So this is another test with no right answer.  Same as last week. 
 
But tests with no right answers are Jesus’ speciality – students wouldn’t that be a nice 
super power?  And so Jesus bumps the question right back.  “Is it lawful to heal on the 
Sabbath or not?” 
 
Now the Pharisees are caught.  If they say “Yes”, then they are the law breakers, but if 
they say “no” when they’ve got Jesus right there then they lack compassion…  The 
latter’s the fact, and so with cold hearts they keep silent. 
 
And Jesus is angry.  It doesn’t say so, but it’s implied.  Attempting to trap Jesus is no 
big deal, He can handle that.  But pretending to be God’s people while using this poor 
swelled up guy, that ticks Jesus off.  God loves this guy. 
 
And so Jesus heals him and sends him out to protect him, and then starts 
disassembling the religious.  “You pretend you care about God’s law, but you’d break it 
in a second if it was your kid here.  Heck, you’d break it if it was your ox.  Wicked! 
… 
And then Jesus takes them to class.  Three things just happen to happen that enable 
Jesus to expose the Pharisees hearts, and our own.  The question is: where do your 
affections really lie?  Does Jesus actually have your heart?  Look at verse 7. 
 
[Read Luke 14:7] 
 
Now we don’t do dinners like this today, but if you got invited to a prominent feast in the 
first century the room would be set up like a big “U”.  And at the very center would be 
where the host would sit.  And if you sat on his left or right then those were the VIP 
spots.  And the further down the table you ended up the less important you were.  And 
these seats were how people graded their cool factor and made their business 
connections.   
 
So as soon as you got your seat you snapped a selfie and posted it with a caption “Just 
me hanging out in seat 3 at the chief Pharisees house.”  And you make sure you get the 
angle right. 
 
And Jesus watches this and then He tells a story – verse 8: 
 
[Read Luke 14:8-11] 
 
Now some of the commentaries here get excited about the moral lesson – Don’t be 
proud, be humble, because nobody likes a Proud Pete.  Others think Jesus is offering a 
cool party trick – Pretend to be humble and someone is going to give you a better seat.  
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But I don’t buy either of these ideas.  Jesus doesn’t care about morals or seats at a 
party.  He’s after hearts, and here He’s teaching Kingdom Economics. 
 
Now economics is the science of how money works and how people use resources.  So 
if you produce and sell a product then you make money.  And there is supply and 
demand and customer relations and how to treat an employee.  And you can study 
these systems and find out how the economy works – it all comes down to math and it 
makes sense.  If you’re a jerk, you are going to tick your employees off, they are going 
to quit.  You are going to have to train new ones.  This is going to cost you money. 
 
But there is a layer of economics that lies below the one our world uses.  You see Jesus 
built this city, not on rock and roll, but on Kingdom economics.  And He starts unpacking 
how these work in verse 11.  He says: 
 
[Read Luke 14:11] 
 
Now The Donald will tell you this doesn’t work.  In our world it is the aggressive and the 
confident that burst out in front and make money.  If you want to get ahead you need to 
make sacrifices.  And the further you want to get ahead the bigger the sacrifices you 
need to make. 
 
And Jesus says “Yes, buying toys costs money, the problem is that buying toys isn’t 
how you win at life.”  And people who think it is don’t win, they lose. 
 
This is why Alan Krueger, the chief economic adviser from Obama’s administration 
committed suicide last week.  Obama said “Alan was someone who was deeper than 
numbers [and]… saw economic policy not as a matter of abstract theories, but as a way 
to make people’s lives better.”1  Arguably Alan’s life was not better.   
 
Or think Ashley LoveLace the Instagram star who shot herself in the mouth or Michael 
Thalassitis the footballer and television personality who hanged himself, or Brian 
Velasco from Razorback who live streamed himself jumping off his balcony.  And all this 
is just within the last few weeks.   
 
These are some of the wealthiest, most beautiful, most intelligent people alive and they 
did not win at life.   
 
And Jesus says “That’s because the world doesn’t run on economics, it runs on 
Kingdom Economics.  I built this place, so I know how it works.  So if you want to win 
you need to humble yourself.” 
 
And this isn’t about being recognized at a party, this is about being recognized by God.  
Peter told his church: 
 

                                            
1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alan_Krueger (Accessed March 22, 2019)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alan_Krueger
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alan_Krueger
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 And all of you, dress yourselves in humility as you relate to one another, for 

“God opposes the proud 

    but gives grace to the humble.” (1 Peter 5:5) 
 
This is Kingdom Economics.  Everyone who says “I deserve something good from you 
God” – gets nothing.  But everyone who says “Have mercy on me, I’m a sinner” – gets 
grace.  It’s the world flipped right side up functioning the way God has designed it to 
work.   
… 
Let’s keep going because Jesus’ class is in session.  Look at verse 12: 
 
[Read Luke 14:12-14] 
 
Now Jesus isn’t down on feasting with your friends.  Throughout the Old Testament it’s 
clear God loves a good party.  But here Jesus is extracting cancer from this Pharisee. 
 
As I already said, these ‘U’ shaped meals were all about social standing and upward 
mobility.  So Jesus says “Hey guys, everyone you do life with, everyone you have in 
your home, everyone you are merciful to is only receiving something from you because 
you are can get it back from them.  You guys don’t really love people, You’re just the 
“Earthly economics, I scratch your back, you scratch mine” club.   
… 
Now I think we can all see the limitations of that, but perhaps from the wrong angle.  
When we read these stories I think we think we are the good guys.  We all think, “I don’t 
want to sound proud, but the character I associate with in this story is Jesus.  If I was in 
that room I’d be calling out all those religious hypocrites too.” 
 
But since this is a text on pride let’s just ask ourselves “Am I someone who actually 
sees the people around me?”  When you drive down town do you see people living on 
the street, or do you just see J-walking traffic obstructions?  When you are at the 
restaurant is your waitress a person with a soul, or just a robot that exists to serve you?  
What about the person at the Walmart till – does she have a soul?  What about your 
neighbour or your coworker or your boss?  Do you actually see these people, or are 
they just extras in your movie? 
 
The Pharisees lacked compassion and they proved it by using this poor swelled up guy 
for their own purposes, but don’t we do the same things?  Don’t we view people as just 
existing for us? 
 
Or what about the way the Pharisees were jostling for social standing.  It mattered to 
them where they sat at the table, and we don’t care about that, but we do care about 
how we are viewed.  So what’s important to you?   
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So everyone here has shoes on, but some of us really care what kind of shoes we have.  
You drop money there to show other people that you count.  Or maybe it’s your pants or 
your car or your house or your social media account.  Isn’t our culture all about 
comparing ourselves to the people around us and jostling for position?   
 
Friends, Jesus is talking to us in this text.  And here He’s talking about money.  So 
Jesus says what you spend your money on matters.  And there are two options.  You 
can invest in earthly economics or kingdom economics.  
 
The world of earthly economics says I work hard for my money.  And I deserve to enjoy 
it.  So I’ll spend most of it on making me happy.  I’ll buy the biggest house and the 
fastest car I can, and then, because I want people to know I’m a good person I’ll even 
give some away.  I’ll do some good stuff.  I’ll help some people.  And I’m a Christian so 
I’ll give 10% to God so people will really know I’m awesome.  After all generosity is the 
way to live a totally fulfilled life.  And that’s how I’ll get it all.  That’s worldly economics. 
 
But there is another layer to economics that is actually running the universe.  And Jesus 
says “In My economics people view money in a totally different way.  All the money is 
God’s money.  I mean let’s face it, you couldn’t do that job if I didn’t give you the energy 
to do it right?  So that’s not your money.  That’s My money.  So let’s talk about your little 
generosity thing.  Great you give 10% to charity – what a hero.   
 
But That’s My money, 100% of your money is My money.  And just like the grace and 
salvation that I’ve given you, what I give you isn’t for you to get fat on, it’s for you to 
invest in My kingdom.  I give you stuff so that you can look like Me with the people I’ve 
put you beside.”  That’s how money works in the Kingdom. 
… 
But Jesus goes one level further than this.  I’ve said before that there is no such thing 
as altruism for Jesus – Jesus doesn’t expect you to be good just because it’s the right 
thing.  He knows that we are motivated by reward, and He’s okay with that.  He just 
wants us to seek the right reward.  He wants us to seek His reward instead of people’s. 
 
And so He says “Invite the poor and crippled to your parties.  Don’t make the main thing 
about money in your life, and looking awesome or getting ahead, make the main thing 
about looking like Me.  Be generous with 100% of what you’ve got.  And do this 
because you don’t want your rich neighbour’s praise, or your 500 facebook friends’ 
praise, you want God’s praise. 
… 
A person who thinks like this looks at their resources and says “God has provided so 
much for me, how much can I afford to give away?”  That’s level 1, and then there’s 
level 2: “If I let it hurt then how much of what I’ve got can I put towards growing God’s 
kingdom?” 
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Friend, did Jesus hurt when He gave you the forgiveness and grace and life you’ve got?  
Could He have invested His talents and energy in a way that would have made His life a 
bit more comfortable?  What God gave for us is how much He asks from us.  God 
doesn’t want your 10%.  He wants your whole life to be about shining His light into the 
piece of the world He put you in.  He wants everything.  He wants to be your God. 
 
This is why the New Testament doesn’t teach tithing, instead Paul held up the 
Macedonian church as the example.  He told the Corinthians: 

Now I want you to know, dear brothers and sisters, what God in His kindness has 

done through the churches in Macedonia. They are being tested by many 

troubles, and they are very poor. But they are also filled with abundant joy, which 

has overflowed in rich generosity. 

For I can testify that they gave not only what they could afford, but far more. And 

they did it of their own free will. They begged us again and again for the privilege 

of sharing in the gift for the believers in Jerusalem. They even did more than we 

had hoped, for their first action was to give themselves to the Lord and to us, just 

as God wanted them to do. (2 Corinthians 8:1-5) 

That’s how you use God’s money.  Did you notice that the Macedonians had abundant 
joy in spite of giving so much it hurt?  That’s Kingdom Economics.  When we image 
Jesus we find ourselves doing what we were created to do and getting to be part of 
what God is doing.  This is how you win at life. 
… 
There’s one more part to this story. Look at verse 15: 
 
[Read Luke14:15] 
 
This guy is like us, he thinks he and Jesus are totally on the same page and so offers 
this trite comment about the kingdom convinced he’s part of it.  But look how Jesus 
responds: 
 
[Read Luke 14:16-24] 
 
So a great patron is throwing a huge party.  And when he started planning he invited a 
whole bunch of people who RSVP’d.  But then when the time for the party arrived other 
stuff came up and they started to bail.  Isn’t this is a page right out of the millennial 
handbook? 
 
And so when the invited guests aren’t going to come the host invites the urban poor and 
they are brought in, but there is still more room so he sends his servants out to the 
country lanes to collect the rural poor who would have been living in hedges, hovels and 
shanties.  And he tells his servants “Go… and compel them to come in.” 
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He has to compel them because unlike the first crew that didn’t value the invitation – I 
can’t come to your party because I’ve got to wash my hair – the poorest of the poor 
can’t believe this offer is for real.  This is no pot-luck dinner, everything is for free, and 
they just can’t believe that they are invited.  
 
Again Jesus isn’t talking about food here, it’s God’s kingdom that is on the line.  And the 
way to acquire it is to invest into Kingdom Economics.  Often religious people like 
ourselves think we have what God is offering in the bag, so we treat it with contempt.  If 
something, anything comes up then we do that instead.  But Jesus says it’s only those 
who are blown away by God’s offer of grace that actually get it. 
 
So, brothers and sisters, here’s the question.  Does Jesus actually have your heart?  
Has He captured your love?   
… 
You’re here, so at least you’ve carved some time out of your week, but so had the 
Pharisees.  Are you just here because you’re giving God a tithe of your life, or are you 
blown away by how much He’s given you that you’re all in?  Does God actually have 
your heart?   
 
All in Jesus people invest in relationships like Jesus did.  Sure, they’ve got friends.  But 
they also surround themselves with the people Jesus surrounded Himself by – the poor, 
the powerless, the lame and the uncool.  Jesus saw people – like really saw them.  And 
what He saw was what He could do for them rather than what they could do for Him.  
And Jesus’ people are the same.  Do you have relationships like that? 
 
And all in Jesus people use money in a way that doesn’t make sense to the world.  
People look at their house, their car and their clothes and say “You could afford better 
than this; you deserve better than this.” 
 
But the response of the Jesus lover is “Yes, what I’ve been given is for taking care of 
myself, but primarily it’s for growing God’s kingdom.  So there is stuff I don’t buy and 
places I don’t go because I’m investing at a different economic level.  I’m not looking for 
your affirmation, I’m looking for God’s.  Does the way you spend money make sense to 
your Jesus hating neighbours? 
 
The crazy thing is that when we live like this – backward in the world’s eyes – we find 
ourselves really living.  And that’s because Kingdom Economics are what actually 
makes the world go around.  When we live like Jesus designed us to live, we find the 
joy we are actually seeking, and it’s a joy that starts now and lasts for eternity.  So 
friends invest in the right economy. 


