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The Sun of Righteousness will Rise 
Malachi 4:1-3 
July 14, 2013 
Dan Hoffman 

 
*This sermon was never preached and is not complete* 
 
[Pray] 
 
Please turn with me to Malachi chapter 4, the last chapter in the Old Testament 
and the last sermon in our series.   
 
Throughout this series we have touched on some really heavy and difficult to 
comprehend subjects.  We looked first at how God chose Jacob and rejected 
Esau in spite of the fact that Jacob was no better a person than Esau was. 
 
We looked at how easy it is for people in the religious community – even priests 
and pastors – to fall into serving God out of duty instead of desire and end up 
dishonoring Him so much that He would say: “I wish there was someone among 
you who would shut the doors of the temple that you might not uselessly kindle 
fire on My altar!” 
 
We looked at the sensitive topic of divorce and marriage to non-believers that 
has become common place in the world we live in today, and we dealt with God’s 
warning that choosing to break faith with each other can break our relationship 
with Him. 
 
We tackled the question of tithing and realized that it isn’t an idea the New 
Testament endorses.  Instead, when it comes to giving, the New Testament calls 
Christians to give sacrificially and intentionally yet, proportionately to what we 
have rather than in accordance with a specific percentage.  And never should 
any giving be done out of obligation. 
 
Again and again we’ve realized that what God is looking for is people who will 
serve Him willingly, even joyfully as children rather than simply carrying out the 
tasks He commands out of obligation. 
 
Truly God gave some very detailed and direct words to His people.  Words that 
convict and cut deeply as all of us are sinners and have fallen short of what God 
demands. 
 
But this isn’t where the story ends because this isn’t where the story began.  God 
never gives commands outside of grace.  He never gives law outside of offering 
us a relationship with Himself.  And that is why this book begins with the words in 
chapter 1 verse 2 “I have loved you.”   
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God loved us unconditionally which is why He sent His son.  He chose us and 
accepted us before we did anything to deserve it – and indeed since Isaiah tells 
us that even our righteousness is filthy rags there is nothing we have done to 
deserve it ever since.  This is grace, and this is the good news of the Gospel.  
And this is the glory of the Christmas story. 
 
But here we come across something interesting.  As hard as all the commands in 
this book have been the hardest thing for people to accept is the idea of 
unconditional electing love.  That God would choose us before we did anything 
worthy of being chosen, that He would love us before we loved Him.   
 
We have a hard time accepting this because this isn’t the way anything works in 
this world.  We don’t really understand the notion of unconditional love.   
 
We know about “you scratch my back and I’ll scratch your back” love, but “I’ll 
scratch your back regardless of whether you hate me and do all sorts of mean 
things to me” love just doesn’t compute with us. 
 
And so, while rules are oppressive and cause us to feel guilty when we break 
them, we like them because they give us a sense that we can earn God’s love.  If 
we can just do what God says then we feel better about God loving us because 
we feel like we deserve it. 
 
The problem is that we don’t deserve it.  The kindest old lady at church and the 
youngest child both fall short of God’s standard.  The Bible tells us that we are all 
sinners worthy of hell. 
 
And that is why, if you were here for the first sermon in this series you may 
remember that I tore up a poster of the 10 Commandments that had been 
hanging on the secretaries wall in the office since before I came here.   
 
Because that poster took the 10 commandments out of the context of God’s love 
that they actually appear in, and made them a list of rules for us to follow so that 
we could live in a way that pleases God.   
 
But we can’t follow that list of rules or any other from the Bible.  God’s rules are 
too hard for us sinners.  The only way we can attempt to please God is by 
believing that He loves us unconditionally.  And then allowing His Spirit to 
transform our sinful hearts into hearts that honour Him. 
 
So today we come to the final sermon in this series.  Originally I was going to 
break this sermon into two, but early this week it looked like my twins were 
coming home so I figured I would draw this to a close and start something else 
up after I get back from helping out at home.  We will see what happens.   
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So please look with me at Malachi chapter 4, the last chapter in the Old 
Testament. 
 
As you would expect this is a transition chapter that sits in many ways between 
the Old Testament Law and Christ who would arrive over 400 years later.  And 
so when this text is preached it is often preached as a Christmas sermon.  But it 
is not just a Christmas sermon, it can also be a sermon of expectation for Jesus’ 
second return.  And so today we are going to look at the two advents of Christ’s 
coming.  And our thesis reflects that transition: Since Jesus comes to us as a 
blazing sun, we must remember and keep watch. 
 
Look with me at verses 1 through 3. 
 
[Read Malachi 4:1-3] 
 
Since Jesus comes to us as a blazing sun….  
 
Verse one starts out with the words “Surely the day is coming.”  These are words 
of hope, they are words of expectation, these are words of a coming Messiah. 
 
We have already seen from the beginning of chapter 3 that Malachi is urging the 
people to anticipate the Messiah’s arrival.  A Messiah who would come and bring 
radical transformation to the world they lived in. 
 
But the people, and I would argue even Malachi himself, had no real expectation 
that this Messiah would be God Himself.  Even though Malachi wrote: 

‘The Lord you are seeking will come to His temple; the messenger of the 
covenant, whom you desire, will come,’ says the LORD Almighty. (Malachi 
3:1) 

 
Now while verses like this one seem to obviously point to Jesus, it is important to 
remember that the Jews were so fixated on the Messiah being another great king 
like David who would rid them of the Romans that they weren’t ready for Jesus.   
 
David with all his human passion they could handle, God with skin on, 
transforming hearts and calling people to holiness – well that would be quite a 
different thing. 
 
So while these were words of hope and expectation, they were also words of 
warning.  It is very natural for us, just like it would have been for the people of 
Malachi’s day, when we hear words like this just to exempt ourselves from the 
warning and happily think that it applies to someone else. 
 
After all we are here in church.  We are good people, we love God and help the 
people around us.  Surly God is pleased with us. 
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But what we must not forget is that Malachi writes these words to the believing 
community – to the Jews of Malachi’s day, and therefore to us in the church 
today.  And as we have seen throughout this book they were keeping all the 
rules; they were obeying the Sabbath, offering the appropriate sacrifices on the 
appropriate days and saying their prayers.  But here Malachi warns them that the 
Day of the LORD may bring judgment to them! 
 
But this warning that didn’t immediately make sense to the people.  Malachi 
promises that the Day of the LORD would bring justice for all people which 
sounds really good, unless you are the one in the wrong.   
 
And in that case justice means the end of the game for you.  And verses one and 
two are graphic in their depiction of what the end of the game will look like for 
some. 
 
Malachi says the Day of the LORD will burn like a furnace.  Throughout Scripture 
God’s judgment is pictured by the consuming flames of a furnace that destroys 
the wicked.  And here Malachi goes on to say that all the arrogant and every 
evildoer will be stubble in this fire. 
 
The picture here is of a quick and total judgment.  Just like dry grass in a forest 
fire so the wicked will find themselves up against a force that they will not be able 
to fight against.  God’s justice will overcome them. 
 
And Malachi says this justice will be total, “not a root or a branch will be left to 
them.”   
 
These were difficult words for the people to hear, but they weren’t words of 
damnation, but words calling the people to repentance.  Don’t get caught up 
being “religious”, instead allow God to transform you into His image. 
… 
Luckily for us the text doesn’t end here.  Instead Malachi gives us a great 
message of hope, and an amazing prophecy of who Jesus would be.  Look at 
verse 2. 
 
[Read Malachi 4:2-3] 
 
For those who revere or “fear” God there is an incredibly positive side to Jesus 
coming to us as a blazing sun.  Look at the words used Malachi uses to 
describe this. 
 
First he talks about the sun of righteousness rising. 
 
Now of course in English there is a really nice homonym here since the word sun 
“s-u-n” and son “s-o-n” sound the same.  And so the English parallel here 
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between the sun of righteousness and Jesus is very visible – unfortunately in the 
Hebrew these words aren’t anything alike. 
 
But that said, there is a precedent throughout the Old Testament for God being 
referred to as the sun which shines down on His people. 
 
Isaiah encouraged God’s children: 

“Arise, shine, for your light has come, 
    and the glory of the LORD rises upon you. 

See, darkness covers the earth 

    and thick darkness is over the peoples, 
but the LORD rises upon you 

    and his glory appears over you…. 
The sun will no more be your light by day, 

    nor will the brightness of the moon shine on you, 
for the LORD will be your everlasting light, 

    and your God will be your glory.  (Isaiah 60:1-2;19) 
 
And this image of God as the sun which shines down on His people then carried 
over into the New Testament and was used as a picture of Jesus.  John the 
Baptist’s father Zacharias prophesied about his son saying: 

And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; 

  for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him… 
because of the tender mercy of our God, 

    by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven 
to shine on those living in darkness 

    and in the shadow of death.  (Luke 1:76-79) 
 

And this is who Jesus was, He was the light from God come to shine on those 
living in darkness.  And there are several pictures in the text of what this would 
mean for humanity. 
 
First, Jesus came to bring light in the place of darkness.  Darkness acts as a 
cloak to hide our actions.  This is why the disciple Jesus loved tells us: 

This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead 
of light because their deeds were evil.  (John 3:19) 

 
Light on the other hand exposes things for what they really are.  It makes truth 
shine out.  And as the Rising Sun Jesus came to bring ultimate truth to the world.  
This is why Jesus defined His life to Pilot as the source of truth for the world.  He 
said: 

The reason I was born and came into the world is to testify to the truth. Everyone on 
the side of truth listens to me.  (John 18:37) 

  
If you remember the story Pilot retorted with skepticism “what is truth?”  And the 
world we live in responds very similarly because we live in an age of relativism 
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where everyone is entitled to their own opinion and nobody can be told they are 
wrong.  We live in a world that is skeptical that ultimate truth exists. 
 
And this works well as long as there is nothing at risk.  If the debate is between 
the qualities of Coke and Pepsi personal preference is fine.  But if we are talking 
about what side of the road you would prefer to drive on, or whether you would 
like to go hunting inside city limits we all agree that personal preference is 
overturned by the potential consequences.  
 
When life is on the line, especially when the life we are talking about is eternal, 
truth is important. 
 
And because Jesus is the light of the world who came to testify to truth He brings 
meaning to the world we live in. 
 
Second, the rising Sun of Righteousness brings healing.  If you have ever seen a 
sunrise over the ocean or in the prairies you know that just as the sun appears 
bright and glorious orange wings stretch out on either side of the sun. 
 
It is amazing to see and it is the promise that God’s sustaining hand is upon the 
earth.  While darkness covers everything once a day, in the morning we receive 
God’s promise that He is still here and stretching out His hands of provision and 
healing on His creation.   
 
We often refer to Jesus as the Great Physician because over and over again He 
brought health to hurting people: the blind saw, the lame walked, the mute spoke 
and sinners were forgiven and relieved of guilt.  When the Sun of Righteousness 
rose on humanity He had healing in His wings. 
 
And Jesus is still the healer today.  Jesus still holds humanity in the palm of His 
hands and both gives and sustains life.  And while He does not heal everyone all 
the time in the world we live in, He does promise that there is a time coming 
when: 

He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death' or mourning or 
crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.  (Revelations 21:4) 

 
Third, the rising Sun of Righteousness releases people from captivity.  Malachi 
4:2 says those who revere His name “will go out… from the stall.” 
 
Freedom from captivity is one of the most beautiful things that faith in Christ 
brings.  Paul talks about how we used to be slaves to sin.  And the picture here is 
that we were addicted to sin, we had to sin given the opportunity.  Can you relate 
to that?  Can you remember a time when in your own area of weakness you 
found yourself back in the same patter of sin over and over again almost every 
time the opportunity arose. 
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But now which the rising of the Sun of Righteousness and Jesus putting the Holy 
Spirit within us we are able to break free from the bonds of sin that bind.   
 
We don’t have to sin anymore.  And that freedom is beautiful. 
 
And fourth, Malachi says the rising Sun of Righteousness will make us leap like 
calves.   
 
Jesus brings joy and life to humanity that physically bubbles out of us.  And this 
joy isn’t dependent on our circumstances, instead it comes out all the time.  
Jesus started His Sermon on the Mount by saying that even in the midst of 
persecution we are to be full of joy.  He said: 

Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and 
falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me.  Rejoice 

and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the 
same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.  

(Matthew 5:11-12) 
 
Are you full of joy today?  Not are happy things happening to you, but are you full 
of joy in spite of whatever you might be going through?   
 
Malachi says that because the Sun of Righteousness is shining upon us we will 
leap for joy.  Certainly there are times for somber reflection, and certainly some 
of us have different personalities than others, but since the joy that is being 
talked about here is not dependent on circumstances it isn’t dependent on 
personality either. 
 
And so I urge you to practice letting your joy out.  When you come to church and 
we sing songs of worship allow your heart to be emotionally moved and let the 
calf within you leap for joy.   
 
Preacher John Piper comments “There is a calf in every believer in this room. And given 

the right setting, it will leap. And we would do well to give it some room. Otherwise we will look 
very out of character in heaven when Jesus takes us running through the fields.”

1 
 
I want to turn now to the admonition of this passage and the final part of our 
thesis today.  Since Jesus comes to us as a blazing sun, we must remember 
and keep watch. 
 
Look with me at verses 4-6. 
 
[Read Malachi 4:4-6] 
 

                                            
1
 John Piper, “The Sun of Righteousness will Rise” (Preached Dec 20

th
, 1987) 

http://www.desiringgod.org/resource-library/sermons/the-sun-of-righteousness-will-rise  
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These are the last words in the Old Testament.  And in some ways it is a funny 
place to end.  The very last word being “curse.”  Usually we like our stories to 
end “and they lived happily ever after”, and in fact this bothered the Masoretes, 
who copied and preserved the Old Testament added another verse after verse 6 
and repeated the words of verse 5 so that their Bible would end with a promise 
instead of a curse.2 
 
And you can see why if this was the last word of your Scriptures you might want 
to do this.  Luckily as Christians we don’t have that problem because this isn’t 
where the story ends!  Amen! 
 
But that doesn’t change that these verses have both a powerful promise and a 
well as an important reminder.  And if we are going to be recipients of the 
promise we must heed the reminder. 
 
So let’s look first at the promise in verse 5.  Elijah was coming.  Before the Day of 
the LORD, Elijah would come and prepare the people. 
 
If you haven’t read the story of Elijah and Elisha in Kings I highly recommend it – 
it is one of the most exciting stories in the Bible.  Both men were powerful men of 
God but their ministries were a little different.  Elijah was a prophet who called 
the people back to God, while Elisha’s ministry was one of judgment and 
redemption. 
 
And that is what God says is coming here in this verse too.  Elijah will come first 
as a preparation for the great and terrible day of the LORD. 
 
Now here we come across something interesting.  While there are lots of 
connections between John the Baptist and Elijah, in fact Jesus Himself says  

‘I tell you, Elijah has already come, and they did not recognize 
him, but have done to him everything they wished. In the same 

way the Son of Man is going to suffer at their hands.’  Then the 
disciples understood that he was talking to them about John the 

Baptist. (Matthew 17:12-13) 
 
But many theologians also believe this reference in Malachi may have a double 
meaning referring both to John the Baptist and to one of the prophets in the book 
of Revelations who will come before the final great and terrible day of the LORD.3 
 
And this idea works well with much of the rest of Christian theology which sits 
comfortably in what we call the “already but not yet”.  We have already been 
saved and made into new creations, and yet we still sin and so our 
transformation is not complete.   
 
                                            
2
 Boice, J.M. “The Minor Prophets” (Grand Rapids: Keregel Press), 1996. pg 260 

3
 See Revelations 11:3 
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*This sermon was never preached and is not complete* 


