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~The work of God is to see Jesus as God and hunger for Him alone~

Raised a child of privilege, everything changed in a moment and Moses found 
himself fleeing into the desert afraid for his life.  But it was there, on his knees 
before a bush that burnt yet was not consumed that Moses met God.  

What does it mean for a person who has grown up knowing about God to meet 
Him for the first time?  While Moses was educated in Egypt he knew, presumably 
from a young age, that he was not Egyptian.  That he belonged to a people who 
belonged to a God other than Osiris, the god of the underworld, or Ra, the god of 
the sun.  He was an Israelite and Israel worshiped the God of Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob – a God not tied to a physical source of life like the Nile, nor to a virtue 
like truth or love, but a God of relationship.

A God Moses knew all about but did not know.  What does it mean for a person 
who has grown up knowing about God to meet Him for the first time?

This morning we are starting a new seven week series that will take us through 
Easter and out the other side.  It is a series that will look at seven instances in 
the Gospel of John where Jesus made statements about Himself that ultimately 
got Him killed – Jesus claimed to be equal with God.

This morning we are looking at the first of those seven instances in a text we find 
in John chapter 6.  Please turn there with me if you haven’t already.  
[PRAY]
CONTEXT:
Just to set the context for you here, John six is a phenomenal chapter.  It begins 
with Jesus in His most popular moment turning the lunch of a small boy into a 
feast for more than five thousand in a miracle that mirrored the manna in the 
desert.  This got everyone in Israel wondering whether another prophet like 
Moses was walking among them.  From there, in a display of incredible power 
Jesus terrified His disciples as he walked across the storm tossed Sea of Galilee. 
While the audience was much smaller, this miracle paralleled the act of Creation 
where the Spirit of God hovered over the waters of the deep in Genesis 1.  

After these two power encounters people are ready to expect anything from 
Jesus.  But then in a surprise twist Jesus began teaching about who He was and 
the chapter ends with Him growing His disciples from well over 5000 down to 12 
– everyone else deserted Him.
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If this were a chapter from one of the hundreds of church growth books pastors 
all across the country are reading it would be a chapter about how what we say 
can ruin everything if we aren’t careful.  

But Jesus doesn’t view His actions in this chapter as a mistake.  He isn’t troubled 
by the fact that His words cause over 95% of the crowd to dissipate.  He isn’t 
interested in numbers, He wants people to follow Him for the right reasons or not 
follow Him at all.

So look with me at John 6:28-35.  Like most of Jesus’ teaching this text is part of 
a conversation.  It starts with a question, but then that question turns into 
confusion and finally the text ends with Jesus making an incredible claim about 
who He is.

THE QUESTION:
So let’s start with the question.  Look with me at verse 28.

[Read John 6:28]

Now the question here comes from the same crowd of people who had eaten the 
miraculous lunch the day before and then had run around the Sea of Galilee to 
catch up with Jesus.  These people have heard Jesus teaching and they want 
more of what He has to offer.

And so out of their mouths comes this question.  “Jesus we want to know what 
God requires of us.  What do we need to do?”

Now right out front we must affirm that this is a natural question for Jesus 
followers to ask.  I know this is certainly a question I have asked and I suspect 
many of you resonate with it as well.  We want to live in a way that pleases God.  
We want our actions to be the actions God would have us do.  

These are the words of the Philippian jailer who awoke to a violent earthquake 
unhinging the doors and breaking the chains from his prisoners.  Fearing all the 
prisoners had escaped, he was about to kill himself when Paul called out:

Don’t harm yourself!  We are all here!
The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and 
Silas.  He then brought them out and asked, ‘Sirs, what must I do to be 
saved?’ (Acts 16:28-29)

When people encounter the power of God, we want to know how we should 
respond.  And so we ask “What must we do to do the works God requires.”  Yet, 
while in and of themselves the words of this question seem harmless, there is 
something desperately wrong with them.
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Imagine you were part of this crowd.  You had been with Jesus for some time 
now, you had heard Him teach, seen Him heal cripples and turn water into wine.  
Now yesterday you had been among a huge crowd of people who ate bread He 
created for you out of a small boy’s lunch.  

Something doesn’t add up about this guy.  There is something amazing 
happening right there in front of you.  And yet the question you find on your lips 
is… about yourself.  

Look at the words in this question.  The people say “What must we do to do the 
works God requires?”  

And it is this focus on ourselves that is the first of two critiques Jesus brings 
against the mindset of this question.  Look at verse 29.

[Read John 6:29]
 
These people were standing in front of God Himself, they had experienced things 
that had never happened before and yet their question was about themselves as 
though their actions were most important.  

And we Protestants do the same thing.  We focus on our own personal response 
to Jesus, when our focus should be on Jesus Himself.  Now this isn’t to say that 
our response in not important, but it isn’t the most important thing.

Notice that both of the miracles Jesus performed in this chapter had nothing to 
do with the people He was around.  The crowd hadn’t done anything to deserve 
the bread He provided other than bring their hunger.  And the disciples in the 
boat had done nothing unique to warrant Jesus demonstrating His power over 
nature.

And yet the question is “What must we do...”  Doesn’t this just show how highly 
we think of ourselves and our actions when in fact the works of God are actions 
we have no control over at all?
 
Notice how Jesus changes the subject of their question.  We say “What must we 
do”, Jesus says “The work of God is this: to believe in the one He has sent.” 
There is a call for us to put our trust is Jesus, to believe.  But this work isn’t our 
work; the subject of Jesus’ answer is God.  Our belief is the work of God in our 
hearts.     

Oh how this turns everything in religion on its head.
…
The second critique Jesus brings against this question has to do with the works 
themselves.  Notice that in verse 28 the word “works” is plural.  The sense here 
is that the people are looking for a list of rules to follow.
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They want Jesus to respond “follow the Ten Commandments and then God will 
be happy with you.”  Perhaps we would like Jesus to say “Go to church, pay your 
tithes and read your Bible every day.”  People like rules.

But Jesus responds in the singular.  He says “The work of God…”  For Jesus 
there isn’t a list.  The surprise of the Gospel is that the relationship with God we 
were created for is not the fruit of several good things we do, but it is the gift of 
God doing something for and in us.1

If for Paul the emphasis in salvation is that it is attained by faith alone, not by 
works.  And for James if the emphasis is that salvation is gained by faith 
evidenced by works.  Then for Jesus the emphasis is that our faith is the work of 
God.  Our part in the transaction is to give God’s gift of faith back to Him in belief. 

Of course Jesus’ and Paul’s and James’ views on faith don’t contradict each 
other, they just emphasize different sides of a larger picture.

And this radically changes our understanding of what it means to follow God.  It 
isn’t about us, it isn’t about religion or rules, it is about Him and the One He sent.

The problem with Jesus’ response – if we can call it that – is that it takes the 
locus of power in our relationship with God out of our hands.  We are the vassals 
He is the King, we are the servants, He is the Master.  And this is something that 
makes people very uncomfortable.  If it is about religion and rules then we can 
control God, but if it is about relationship then we are at His mercy.  And this 
brings us into the confusion of the next few verses.

THE CONFUSION 
While the first question to Jesus in verse 28 may have arisen out of genuine 
hunger to know what God wants from us, the questions in this middle section are 
accusatory because they didn’t like the response Jesus gave.

Jesus has asked for too much.  The crowd didn’t like His call for us to put our 
faith in Himself; they wanted to trust themselves.  It is too scary hand our ideas 
about religion to the Man Jesus.  And so we respond with the words of verse 30.

[Read John 6:30-31]

While the Jews Jesus was speaking with were repulsed by His call to faith 
instead of personal action, the world we live in is repulsed by Jesus’ words here 
for another reason.

1 Adapted from Brunner, Dale “The Gospel of John: A Commentary” (Grand Rapids: W.B. 
Eerdmans Pub Co), 2012, p389.
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Today it is completely counter-cultural to make an exclusive claim at truth.  For a 
Christian to claim that Jesus alone has the answer to the human situation seems 
arrogant.  Instead we want to see Jesus as one of many ways to the Father.

And so Jesus’ demand that we put our faith in Him alone leads us to say: “Come 
on Jesus, what sign are you going to perform that we may believe what You are 
saying about Yourself?”  

And here the Jews pull out the biggest guns they have against Jesus – Moses.  
Moses was considered the greatest of all the prophets in the Old Testament.  He 
was the man God chose to bring the people of Israel out of slavery and prepare 
them for life in the Promised Land.  And the greatest miracle he was credited with 
was the provision of manna in the desert.

At the word of Moses the people of Israel had been sustained for forty years on 
this mysterious bread from heaven.  No other prophet had come close to 
performing a sign like that.

And so while Jesus had just fed 5000 people, the Jews weren’t impressed.  And 
they wouldn’t be unless Jesus was willing to commit to doing this for forty more 
years.  And in the process lead them in a second exodus, this time out of Roman 
captivity.

And so they were comparing Jesus’ miracle to Moses’ and had decided that so 
far Moses was more substantial.

But Jesus’ response in verse 32 again points out fault in their logic.  It says:

[Read John 6:32-33]

Moses isn’t the one who should be getting the credit for the miracle of manna in 
the desert.  God is the one who did that just like it was God who provided lunch 
yesterday.  He is the One you should be talking about.

Don’t make the mistake of crediting people when God should get the glory.  But 
isn’t this what we often do?  Often people in positions of religious authority are 
seen as having heightened access to God.  

So for example I am often asked to pray or visit people because they think the 
prayers of a pastor are somehow special.  But this means we are crediting man 
instead of God.  But God is the One with the power not any person, we have 
nothing to do with it.

James makes this point using the prophet Elijah as an example.  He writes:
Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed fervently that it might not 
rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. (James 5:17)
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The point here is that there was nothing special about Elijah, God is the One who 
deserves the credit for giving or taking life from all the world, and He is just as 
likely to work through any person who fervently seeks Him.

Do you believe that?  If you know God personally do you believe that God hears 
your prayers?  That your relationship with Him is just as valid as mine or anyone 
else’s?  

Friends, when we come to the Father through Christ the playing field is 
absolutely level.  None of us deserve to be there, all of us stand only because of 
the cross of Christ, and each of us bares the same responsibility – to partner with 
Him using the gifts we have been given.

As a result it is not the job of the Pastor to do the ministry, rather it is the gift of 
the pastor to equip the people to bring Christ’s light into the world.  Amen?
…
Here we get to the real point of confusion in this text, and the main problem with 
the hearts of the crowd.  Look with me at verse 34.

[Read John 6:34]

Here the people take the words Jesus is saying and hear what they want to hear. 
They hear Jesus offering the bread of life, and they completely disconnect this 
gift from the giver.

Notice that they ask for the bread as something that Jesus could give them rather 
than something they would get if they get Him.  Do you see that?  Really what 
they want to do here is use Jesus as a stepping stone to get the bread He is 
talking about.

And this is one of the most prevalent thoughts in the church today.  Jesus is 
viewed as something people use to achieve their ultimate desires.  This is the 
problem with consumerism that Scott spoke about this last week.  

For example people use Jesus’ words in the Sermon on the Mount 
Seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be 
added to you. (Matthew 6:33)

And they read that to say, if I seek God then I will get all these other things.  But 
that is the absolute opposite of what Jesus is teaching.  To seek first the 
Kingdom means to only seek the Kingdom.  To set that as your ultimate desire.

But to use God as a means to another end means that our real god is whatever 
we hope God will give us – That’s what we are worshipping.  That could be a 
healthy marriage or well behaved kids, or a long and safe life or an alleviation of 
financial stress.  I know lots of people who come to church because a little 
religion will benefit their life.
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But God will never be a means to an end – He will either be the end or He will 
have nothing to do with us at all.  And that’s why Jesus was content to send 
away 5000 people who were seeking Him not for Him, but for bread.

Where are you at with this today?  Have you sought Jesus in order to benefit 
your life?  Or have you sought Jesus because He alone has the words of eternal 
life and nothing else is worth seeking?  

Beware of our world’s logic – they would eagerly tell us that getting a little Jesus 
in our lives is a good thing, but they would warn us strongly against seeking 
Jesus beyond anything else because you can lose your life with that kind of 
commitment.

But Jesus says:
For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will 
save it.  (Luke 9:24)

This isn’t what the crowd was expecting; this isn’t what our world thinks it needs.  
But this is the answer that Jesus, the One who designed and brought us into 
existence gives.

THE CLAIM
And this leads us up to the claim and the final section in our text.  Look with me 
at verse 35.

[Read John 6:35]

We need to return now to Moses standing before the burning bush in Exodus 
chapter 3.

Here Moses finds himself debating God and attempting to come up with a reason 
why he shouldn’t be the one to go back to Egypt with God’s message of 
deliverance.  And one of his major concerns is tied to the fact that he does not 
know God.  

Moses challenges 
Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers 
has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is His name?’  Then what 
shall I tell them?

God said to Moses, ‘I AM WHO I AM.  This is what you are to say to the 
Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’  God also said to Moses, ‘Say to the 
Israelites, “THE LORD, the God of your fathers – the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac and the God of Jacob – has sent me to you.’  This is My 
name forever, the name by which I am to be remembered from generation 
to generation. (Exodus 3:13-15)
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In Hebrew “YHWH”, or the Tetragrammaton as it is called in theological circles is 
the most sacred word in the Hebrew language because it is God’s self-revelation 
of His Name.

And names in ancient Hebrew were incredibly important.  To know someone’s 
name meant to know them intimately to know their character.

And so when God gives Moses His Name He lets Moses in to a very special 
place – He allows Moses to know Him personally.  This is why Exodus 33 says:

The Lord would speak to Moses face to face, as one speaks to a friend.  
(Exodus 33:11)

With four letters in the Hebrew – YHWH - or two words in the Greek – Ego Emi – 
or the simple English translation, I AM, Moses went from knowing about God to 
becoming God’s friend.  And that is what this whole series is going to be about.  
Because our lives change, not when we know about God, but when we know 
Him like Moses knew Him.  And this is something Jesus enables us to do through 
seven statements like the one in verse 35.

Here Jesus says I AM the Bread of Life.  And bread is a symbol for sustenance 
all across the world – except perhaps in Asia where Jesus would say “I AM the 
rice of life.”  But the point would be the same – Jesus is where life comes from.

And this is an incredibly powerful statement, but the talk about being the Bread of 
Life is just one characteristic of a much greater picture.  

Jesus is not just saying I’m the Bread of Life.  The Greek here is very emphatic, 
He is saying I AM.

And if you were a Jew you would know immediately what this meant – Jesus was 
telling us why He was able to be the sustenance of mankind. – He was echoing 
God’s words to Moses at the bush and claiming that sustenance was just one of 
His many infinite attributes.  With these words Jesus the carpenter and small 
town preacher from Nazareth is claiming to be equal with God Himself.

Friends I don’t need to tell you that this is the most audacious claim that has ever 
been made by any human being in all time.  Indeed there is no greater claim that 
a person can make about themselves than to say “I AM”.

No wonder the Jews wanted to kill Him, no wonder our culture can’t accept Him – 
what Jesus says about Himself is absolutely the proudest, most self-centered, 
blasphemous statement possible… unless it is true.

Friends everything in our faith rises or falls on these words of Jesus.  If He was 
just a so called good man talking about love and helping the poor then everything 
in Christianity is false and should be discarded.
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But if Jesus is God like He says He is then at the feet of the Great I AM every 
knee in Heaven and on earth must bow, and every tongue must confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord.
…
What does it mean for a person who has grown up knowing about God to meet 
Him for the first time?

I don’t know where you find yourself this morning.  Whether the whole idea of 
Jesus being God is a new one for you or whether you have known it forever.  But 
either way that knowledge is not what is important today.

Today and every day the only thing that matters is that in Jesus the Eternal, 
Infinite, Omnipotent Creator has stooped to our level and made Himself known 
by Name.

Jesus offers you His Name – “Hi, I AM” – the Name that at its very sound every 
knee must bow.  And yet He offers you His Name as a friend.

Do you know this Jesus?

Do you know Him by Name?

Friend, you are all He wants today.  He is all you need.  He has done the work of 
extending His gift of faith to you.  Choose to come to Him, trust Him, that’s all; 
that’s enough.  That is the Gospel.

9


