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If you’ve ever been lost in Youtube you may have stumbled across a compilation video 
titled “Make way for the Queen’s Guard.”  It’s a pile of brief clips of people with arguably 
sub-standard IQ’s trying to make light of the queens guard.  After all they wear bright 
red jackets, big black boots and even bigger black hats – they look ridiculous.  But they 
also carry M16s with bayonets and do a real job – they are the queens guard. 
 
And because they are the queens guard they make no pretense for being polite.  In fact 
they’ve got a trumpeter, a man whose job it is to yell at people: “Make way for the 
queen’s guard.”  And then the soldiers march in a straight line at a solid clip, and they 
do no respect tourists or anyone else who happens to be standing in their way. 
 
And so middle-aged men holding ice cream with their backs to the guard get run over.  
Tourists trying to take funny selfies beside steel-faced members of the guard get yelled 
at.  And occasionally delinquents of all genders and age categories get a machine gun 
pointed in their face.   
 
Those who mistake this guard for a tourist attraction find themselves strictly warned to 
change their conduct or risk dire consequence.   
… 
If you’ve been with us over the last couple months you know that we’ve been unpacking 
of the book of Revelation.  This is a vision Jesus gave the Apostle John one Sunday 
afternoon on the island prison of Patmos. 
 
And this vision inspired the early church to stand strong under tough times and continue 
to proclaim the message of hope they had.  As a result, instead of shrinking as 
everyone expected, the church grew. 
 
But this doesn’t mean the message of Revelation is a happy one.  And today we are 
coming to one of the darkest sections in the book.  It’s a section I would prefer to skip if I 
could.  But it has to be preached because it’s part of the text, and actually it bears a 
message that is found throughout the rest of scripture.   
… 
Along this line I came across a statement this week as I was studying that caught my 
attention.  The claim was that when it comes to the gospel, the Bible is much more like 
a pureed soup than a mixed greens salad.  Salad is made up of parts that can be 
differentiated, but no matter what you put in it, if you hit the puree button soup is soup.  
Now this isn’t a cooking class, my point is that while every book in the Bible contains a 
different flavour, they all contain the same message.   
 
And this is the case for Revelation as well.  And so Eugene Peterson who put together 
the Message paraphrase has this to say: 
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[I do not read the Revelation] to get additional information about the life of faith in 
Christ.  I have read it all before in law and prophet, in gospel and epistle.  
Everything in the Revelation can be found in the previous sixty-five books of the 
Bible…. The truth of the gospel is already complete, revealed in Jesus Christ.  
There is nothing new to say on the subject.  But there is a new way to say it.”1 

 
And this is the case with our text today as we begin to unpack the 7 trumpets of 
Revelation.  There is nothing new here.  It’s the same thing the Bible says everywhere 
else.  But in Revelation we get it in a new flavour.  And that’s the point. 
 
Now Revelation begins saying: 

God blesses the one who reads the words of this prophecy to the church, and he 
blesses all who listen to its message and obey what it says, for the time is near. 
(Revelation 1:3) 

 
So the power of this book is in the hearing – and that’s where we’re going today.  But 
just a couple observations about how the text fits together in order to help us keep track 
of what we are hearing. 
 
So we are going to see seven angels blow seven trumpets.  And this parallels what 
came before with the seven seals.  And it is going to parallel the seven bowls that get 
poured out in chapter 16 as well. 
 
And parallel is the point.  So the first four get sounded in rapid succession, similar to the 
four horsemen who ride out in rapid succession.  Then we get the 5th and 6th which are 
a little longer.  And after the sixth we will have an interlude just like we saw before the 
7th seal.   
 
One other thing we are going to see is that the first four trumpets are a unit and the final 
three are a unit.  The first ones come together, and the final three are labeled “woes.”  
 
Alright.  Let’s read the text.  Would you stand with me, if you are able, as we read 
beginning in Revelation 8 verse 6.  Hear now the word of the Lord. 
 
[Read Revelation 8:6-10:11; 11:15-18] 
 
May the Lord bless the reading of His word.  You may be seated. 
 
What’s all that about?  What’s the point? 
 
Well, there are several different ways to read this text.  And so I want to stick with the 
reading I have been doing which has been to, as best as possible, not read anything 
into the text that isn’t there.  I don’t want to start with a theory and then make the text 
line up to what I think.  Instead I want to start with the text and see where it goes. 

 
1 Peterson, Eugene. “Reversed Thunder: The Revelation of John and the Praying Imagination” (San 
Francisco: Harper & Row, 1998) ,404. 
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So what is obvious is that the text is continuing to describe God’s judgment against sin 
and evil that began in chapter 6.  It goes on and on and could get really dark if we don’t 
work to see the hope here.  But there is hope.  There is good news in judgment. 
 
So first, the good news of judgment is that God cares.  Judgment means God takes evil 
and sin seriously.  And this is good news for everyone who has been the recipient of evil 
or injustice.  He sees what has happened and He’s doing something about it. 
 
This means we can forgive and trust God with our pain.  God says: 

I will take revenge; I will pay them back. In due time their feet will slip. Their day 
of disaster will arrive, and their destiny will overtake them. (Deuteronomy 32:35) 

… 
The other way judgment is good news is that it comes in response to the cry of the 
martyrs from chapter 6.  Remember the women and men who had died for their faith 
crying out “How long, sovereign Lord… until you judge the inhabitants of the earth and 
avenge our blood?” 
 
And in the moment God said “Hang tight until more people die for their faith.  But here 
we get a fuller picture.  God is answering the prayers of the saints.  He is judging the 
wicked though at this point the judgment is partial.  And of course there is no promise 
that we get to see the judgment other people are experiencing.  But it is happening.  
God is in control.  And He is bringing about His justice. 
 
So what’s up with all the numbers?  I mean you can’t help but notice this sections is full 
of fractions.  A third of the vegetation gets burnt up.  A third of the sea turns to blood.  A 
third of the rivers get poisoned.  And most striking a third of the sun and moon are 
darkened.  I never liked fractions.  Fractions cause heart palpitations.  So what gives? 
 
Well the first thing to note here is that numbers throughout Revelation are symbols and 
signs not math equations - that brings great peace and tranquility to my soul.  So you 
make a mistake if you take the 7 letters Jesus wrote to the churches to mean He only 
cares about 7 literal churches.  And you make a mistake to think that the 7 Spirits of 
God are 7 parts to God. 
 
Numbers have meaning in Revelation.  7 means “all of it.”  10 means completion.  12 
means Israel and the church.  And a third means partial.  This chapter is describing 
partial judgment.   
 
So don’t get hung up in the specific things that get mentioned here.  The point is not that 
33% of the fresh waters gets poisoned, but that there is a shortage of fresh water.  And 
it seems unlikely to me that a third of the sun will literally go out.  If that happens all of 
life on earth will immediately cease – but there are still 14 more chapters in Revelation.   
 
So the point, I think, is that nature is reeling under the judgment of God.  Things aren’t 
happening like normal.   
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It’s like the plagues that hit Egypt.  Natural forces let loose, out of whack, no longer 
operating in their intended ways.  These are signs of God’s judgment.  And let me ask 
you, have you heard any of this kind of stuff on the 6 O’clock news?  Isn’t the natural 
world going berserk?  Aren’t there fires and floods and snowstorms and famines? 
… 
Now I want to be careful here.  I can still remember back to 2004 when a huge tsunami 
swept into the Indonesian islands killing 227,000 people.  And not long after this I heard 
a preacher calling this the judgment of God on Indonesia.   
 
His implication was that Indonesia deserved this.  But that’s not how God’s judgment 
works at this point in history.  If it were then every time you sinned you would suffer.  
 
Talk mean about someone behind their back and break out in pimples.  Cheat on a 
paper at school, get a flat tire.  Look at porn and your Facebook account gets hacked – 
well that actually does happen. 
 
But that’s not how God’s judgment works now.  Now God judges in part, not in whole.  
Nature groans under the weight of His partial judgment against all of humanity, not His 
specific judgment against particular people.  That total judgment is coming.  One day 
everyone will get what they deserve, but not today. 
… 
And then the next three trumpets are blown and the demonic is unleashed.  First locust 
come from the bottomless pit – this has to be one of the worst pictures in Revelation.  
And then a star falls from heaven and is given the key to the bottomless pit. 
 
Here I think John is referring to Satan because of how similar this is to the words Isaiah 
uses to describe Satan.  He says: 

How you are fallen from heaven, 
    O shining star, son of the morning! 
You have been thrown down to the earth, 
    you who destroyed the nations of the world. (Isaiah 14:12) 

 
 
So it isn’t just natural disaster, the demonic is bringing disaster on the earth as well.  I 
think the demonic is evident whenever extreme evil is perpetrated against people and 
called righteousness.  When the powerful abuse the weak and get away with it.  But 
even here there is good news. 
 
It’s significant – chapter 9 verse 1 – that the key to the pit is given to Satan, he doesn’t 
take it.  And that’s because Satan is on a chain and operating only as Jesus allows.  
Chapter 1 tells us Jesus owns the keys to death and hades, so He gives them out here 
for a time.  Ultimately even evil works for Jesus.  That’s good news. 
… 
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At the 6th trumpet four angels are released who were bound at the Euphrates.  John’s 
first hearers would have recognized this as the extreme eastern horizon of the Empire.  
This is where the Romans feared invasion would come from.  And John sees a demonic 
army approaching numbered twice 10,000 times 10,000.   
 
10,000 is the biggest number you can write in Hebrew, so this is the biggest number 
times the biggest number times 2.  It equals 2 hundred million if you take it literally.  But 
it could also just be a huge number.  Either way it is terrifying.  And it doesn’t help that 
their horses have lion’s heads and breathe fire.   
 
Now obviously there is imagery and symbol here.  And I would argue, none of this is 
hard to imagine if you watch the news.  Night after night scenes of tragedy play out 
tirelessly.  Thousands lose their homes to fires.  New plagues creep menacingly onto 
the scene.  Global stability teeters as national alliances dissolve and mad men argue 
semantics about impeachment while injustice reigns.  And all that’s just this last week. 
 
So what’s the point?  I think the point here is that the world is running from God, and 
God is turning it over to its destruction.  Life away from God always results in 
destruction, and that’s what’s going on. 
 
And this is plain, and yet the world refuses to acknowledge it.  Chapter 9 ends saying: 

But the people who did not die in these plagues still refused to repent of their evil 
deeds and turn to God. They continued to worship demons and idols made of 
gold, silver, bronze, stone, and wood—idols that can neither see nor hear nor 
walk! And they did not repent of their murders or their witchcraft or their sexual 
immorality or their thefts. (Revelation 9:20-21) 

 
Doesn’t this sound like the world we live in? 
… 
So this leads us to the trumpets themselves.  Why trumpets? 
 
Well, throughout the Old Testament trumpets were used to warn people.  So Joel says: 

Sound the trumpet in Jerusalem! 
    Raise the alarm on My holy mountain! 
Let everyone tremble in fear 
    because the day of the LORD is upon us. (Joel 2:1) 

 
So trumpets in scripture are like the trumpeter in the queen’s guard.  His job is to let you 
know something’s coming.  “Get out the way!”  And Ezekiel warns “if those who hear the 
alarm refuse to take action, it is their own fault if they die…. they could have saved their 
lives.2  
 
 
 

 
2 Ezekiel 33:3-6 
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So let’s put this together.  In this section we have God’s partial judgment pictured – 
everything gets handed out in thirds as trumpets blow, and God does this to warn 
humanity of what is coming.  God is saying “Can you hear it?  It is being screamed from 
every corner of the globe.  Something is wrong.  Something is off.  You are ignoring Me 
and My ways.  You are headed for destruction.”3  Yes, it is partial destruction for now, 
but total destruction is coming.  
 
You see even in the warnings God’s hope is our repentance.  He doesn’t wish that any 
would perish.  He longs that all would come to repentance.  But most of the world will 
not listen.  Most of the world is still crying out to the mountains and the rocks to fall on 
them rather than come to Christ. 
 
So what is our call in the middle of this?  We get this in chapter 10 as the angel comes 
holding the little scroll and speaking with a voice of seven thunders.  And John is just 
about to write down what he hears when he gets told “seal it up.”  But we do learn that 
when the seventh angel sounds his trumpet the mystery of God will be accomplished. 
… 
God’s got a plan.  And He’s unpacking this for us, showing us the purpose behind the 
suffering we are experiencing.  But He is not removing the mystery.  He wants us to 
trust Him and serve Him and proclaim His message without worrying about the details 
of when the end is coming. 
 
So here is the call: See the signs, interpret them as God’s warning and choose to trust 
Him by repenting of anything and everything contrary to God’s will in your life.  Repent 
of your idolatry – the things good or bad you focus your life on that take your eyes off 
Christ.  Repent and keep repenting.  Have you got stuff in your life that deserves 
judgment? 
 
Second, pray for the world.  The brokenness of the world is meant as a warning to wake 
it up to its need for God.  So pray that people in your life and around the world will stop 
crying out to the rocks and mountains to fall on them and instead turn to God in the 
midst of their suffering.  Pray that they will wake up to their need for Christ. 
 
And finally commit yourself to declaring “thus says the Lord” in the circle you have been 
put.  Don’t politely keep this to yourself, warn the people around you.  Yell out “make 
way for the queen’s guard!” 

 
3 Darrell Johnson “Discipleship on the Edge” (199) 


