
1 
 

FGBC: In Light of Last Days: Saved and Converted 
2 Peter 3:14-18 

September 1, 2019 
Dan Hoffman 

 
Have you ever come across a text in the Bible that didn’t make sense?  If you haven’t I’ll 
give you a few that can get you thinking in this direction.  So why does the Old 
Testament make such a big deal about eating pork or shellfish?  I mean Israel was 
constantly struggling with idolatry and immorality, but what’s the big deal with prawns?   
 
Or what’s up with those Nephilim?  That’s just weird.  And how about the strange things 
Paul says about being baptized for the dead or the how women get saved through 
childbearing?  There’s some bizarre stuff in this book! 
 
So if you haven’t come across any of this yet just keep reading, you will get there.  But if 
you have been confused know you aren’t alone.  In today’s text Peter says he’s 
confused by some of what Paul says.  But get this, he isn’t trash talking scripture or 
Paul – he isn’t saying we can write these difficult sections off – he says scripture 
interpreted correctly and applied is how we confirm we’ve been converted. 
… 
Okay, open your Bible to 2 Peter 3.  Today we are at the conclusion of Peter’s 2nd letter, 
so we are picking it up in verse 14.  Let me read this for you, but please follow along.  I 
want you to see this in the text for yourself. 
 
[Read 2 Peter 3:14-15] 
 
So throughout this series Peter’s made a couple big points.  His first is that Jesus is 
coming back and so you need to know whether you are saved or not.  And Peter says 
this isn’t guess work, there’s a simple test you can apply: just look at your life and see 
whether you are working hard to live in a way that honours God.  If you’re making every 
effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with Him then you are in. 
… 
Now I don’t know how that makes you feel, but the words “every effort, spotless and 
blameless” make me a bit nervous.  I mean how many of you have come through a 
week you would describe as spotless?  Just put your hands in the air, we want to gawk.   
… 
But spotless is the standard, and Peter isn’t making this up.  Last week we looked at 
Peter’s reference to punishment by fire being reserved for those who don’t live godly 
lives, and we said Peter wasn’t suffering indigestion, he was just repeating what the 
Bible says all over the place. 
 
And here he’s doing the same thing.  So spotless and blameless isn’t a Peter hang up, 
it’s a Bible hang up.  God is always saying things like: 
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I am Yahweh, who brought you up from the land of Egypt to be your 
God, so you must be holy because I am holy. (Leviticus 11:45)  

 
If you are a little confused about what it means to be holy Jesus modernizes the speech 
in His Sermon on the Mount.  He says: 

You are to be perfect, even as your Father in heaven is perfect. (Matthew 5:48) 
 
Not a lot of ambiguity there right?  I mean Jesus was a brilliant communicator.  But the 
problem with that is that He often perfectly communicated all sorts of things we don’t 
really like.  And this is one of them.  And so what we like to do is throw a little mud in the 
water.  My generation is particularly good at this. 
 
So I’m from Gen-X.  Every other generation eventually grows into a cool name like Baby 
Boomers and Millennials, we just get Gen-X.  But they could probably call us the 
“Participation Generation” because great parenting in the 80’s and 90’s meant everyone 
needed to win all the time.  So sports days just involved piles of green participation 
ribbons.  Any other Gen-X’ers out there? 
 
And so when we come across the words of Jesus we read them through this lens – “So 
when Jesus says be perfect we are pretty sure what He really means is just to show up 
once in a while and look like your are trying.  That will impress God, right?”  But that is 
very distinctly not what Jesus says.  
… 
And this is all over the Bible.  So Paul follows Jesus’ lead and gives the Ephesian 
church the standard for Christian living saying: 

Imitate God, therefore, in everything you do, because you are His dear 

children. Live a life filled with love, following the example of Christ. 
(Ephesians 5:1) 
 

So the Bible is very clear all over the place what God expects from us – He demands to 
be God in our lives or He won’t have anything to do with us at all.  So if your passion 
isn’t living at peace with God then you aren’t His child regardless of whether you attend 
church, prayed a prayer or worked at Bible camp.  That’s the bad news of Christianity.   
 
But we need the bad news in order to understand the good news.  You see our world is 
full of people who believe that they are basically good and that God wouldn’t have a leg 
to stand on if He tries not to accept them. 
 
But that’s faulty logic.  God’s standard isn’t that everyone who doesn’t bud in front of old 
ladies in the Save On line up gets in.  He demands that we be spotless, blameless and 
at peace with Him.     
… 
Now the good news is that while we all fall short He has made a way for us to be holy.  
So in Colossians we read: 
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For God in all His fullness 

    was pleased to live in Christ, 

and through Him God reconciled 

    everything to Himself. 

He made peace with everything in heaven and on earth 

    by means of Christ’s blood on the cross. 

This includes you who were once far away from God. You were His 

enemies, separated from Him by your evil thoughts and actions. Yet 

now He has reconciled you to Himself through the death of Christ in 

His physical body. As a result, He has brought you into His own 

presence, and you are holy and blameless as you stand before Him 

without a single fault. (Colossians 1:19-22) 

You see becoming holy and blameless and at peace with God is not about what we do it 
is about what Jesus has done on our behalf.  Grace is about receiving what we don’t 
deserve from God as we put our faith in Jesus.  Jesus offers this.  Paul preaches this.  
Peter believes this. 
… 
But, Peter says, saved people – people who have unfairly received Jesus’ grace – are 
always transformed by this grace.  And the primary thing that changes in us is we are 
filled with a desire to live our lives in a way that pleases Jesus. 
 
You see, Jesus doesn’t change what you do – Christians aren’t robots who do 
everything right like Ned Flanders – Jesus changes what we want to do.  Christians are 
people who want to live their lives for Jesus’ glory.  
 
And so Peter says if you want to know that you are saved then make every effort to live 
out what Jesus is doing in you.  Give yourself to growing spotless, blameless and at 
peace with God.  If that sounds appealing then you are saved.  If you don’t really care 
there is a good chance you aren’t.  Look down at verse 17: 
 
[Read 2 Peter 3:17] 
 
Peter says don’t get this wrong.  Don’t lose the assurance of your salvation by getting 
lazy with your Christian walk.  If Jesus is doing something in you work it out. 
… 
Alright, a second thing Peter has said over and over again comes up in verse 15 where 
he says “Our Lord’s patience – in not coming back right away – is salvation for us.”  
Peter says we live in the salvation age. 
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Now people are always defining the ages of history – we like to give meaning to our 
experiences.  And so we talk about the Dark Ages and the Renaissance, and the 
Enlightenment and Industrialization.  And now we are excited about the Technological 
Age and the Information Age.  And these are all significant periods of great 
advancement.   
 
But everything Peter is talking about is In Light of Last Days.  And so his point is that 
10,000 years from now nobody is going to care about the iPhone X or Space-X or any 
other X.  Those advancements aren’t going to define this period of time.  When we look 
back from eternity the one thing that will set this period apart is that this was the age of 
salvation.  Jesus came and opened the way for sinful humanity to come to God.  And so 
right now He is patiently waiting to return because He wants to spend eternity 
surrounded by people who can share in His glory.  That’s why He’s waiting.  But one 
day He will return and this time will come to an end. 
… 
Now a lot of this letter has been about confronting false teachers who deny that Jesus is 
coming back – “It’s been so long, and miracles aren’t happening – He’s probably not 
coming.”  This is what Peter’s up against.  And when you are a fisherman and you find 
yourself debating a bunch of smart heretics it’s always nice to have a buddy who is 
super smart that you can use as a life-line – right? 
 
Anybody got smart friends you can go to for help?  Isn’t that great?  Anyone have dumb 
friends you wish were smart? 
 
Anyway Peter says “Hey listen, it’s not just me, Paul also talks about Jesus taking His 
time in order to allow us to come to salvation.”  So for example in Romans 2 Paul says: 

Don’t you see how wonderfully kind, tolerant, and patient God is with 

you? Does this mean nothing to you? Can’t you see that His kindness 
is intended to turn you from your sin? (Romans 2:4) 

 
So the purpose of God’s patience is to give us time to turn from sin.  This is 

the age of salvation. 
… 

Now I want you to see something here.  In verses 14 and 15 Peter is saying 

“Make every effort to be assured that you are saved.”  And then in verse 17 
he says “don’t fall from your secure position.”  So salvation is on the line, 

don’t get this wrong.  But what exactly do we need to be careful not to get 
wrong? 

 
Well, in between these verses Peter tells us.  And what he says is that we 

need to be careful not to get scripture wrong.  Look at the bottom of verse 
15: 

 
[Read 2 Peter 3:15-16] 
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So Peter says there is some stuff in the Bible that is hard to understand.  
Isn’t that encouraging?  I mean if Peter said “Hey, I’m a fisherman and this 

makes sense to me – what’s your problem” that would be worse, right? 
… 

But notice also what he doesn’t say.  He doesn’t say “Some of what Paul 
says is hard and I don’t really agree with it.  Sometimes he’s a bit extreme 

so I just take those sections with a grain of salt.” 
 

Peter doesn’t say that.  He says Paul writes inspired by the wisdom of God.  
This means if you’ve got a problem with Paul or any other scripture, you’ve 

really got a problem with God.  And if you take God with a grain of salt it’s 
going to go bad for you. 

… 
Here’s Peter’s point:  Don’t get God’s word wrong.  Don’t distort His word 

and try to make it say what you want.  Let it challenge you, let it change 

you.  Because you aren’t the authority of your life, God is.   
 

So Peter says the Bible is what you need to be careful not to get wrong – 
even the hard parts – if you want to be assured of your salvation. 

 
Now why?  Why is the Bible such a big deal?   

… 
Well, it’s a big deal because saved people are those who make every effort 

to live their lives to the glory of God.  And if you are going to do that you 
need to know how. 

 
You see most of the world thinks God has no problem with them because 

they haven’t read what God says about them.  They don’t know the bad 
news, so the good news about grace doesn’t make sense.  They just think 

“Hey, I’m better than the weirdo next door who kicks cats, God should be 

cool with me.”  But that’s not what the Bible says. 
 

So friends, here is the ticket to the assurance of your salvation.  If you 
interpret scripture correctly and apply it to your life then you are saved. 

 
And that’s because on every page, in every text – even the difficult ones – 

the message is: God saves sin addicts who don’t even want to stop sinning 
and transforms them into Holy Spirit empowered children who want to 

please their Father and so give themselves to holy living.  This is what the 
Bible says.   
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But not everyone interprets scripture the same right?  Now there is some 
minor stuff that some people take one way and others disagree.  I’m not 

talking about that.  I’m talking about how some people read the Bible and let 
it change who they are, and other people try to make it say what they want 

it to say.   
 

And right now we live in a time where there are whole branches of the 
church that are going down this road – I’m thinking specifically about 

churches that say “The way you use your sexuality doesn’t matter.  But 
friends, this isn’t progressive thought, this is the church being seduced by 

culture. 
 

So right now in Canada the LGBTQ+ community is pushing their agenda.  
And right now they have brought some legislation to the table which includes 

a call to ban “Conversion Therapy.”  Maybe you’ve heard of this.   

 
A ban on Conversion Therapy would mean it would be illegal in Canada to 

counsel someone to leave their old lifestyle behind – specifically their sexual 
lifestyle – in favor of living in submission to God as outlined in the Bible.  But 

this is hugely problematic. 
… 

It’s also controversial so I need to say two things as I get into this.  First, 
and most important – all sin is equal before God.  What this means is that 

when the Father looks down and sees two people: one cross dressing in 
leather and chains and actively living out their sexual lusts in every 

conceivable way.  And a second, like Flanders, wearing a suit, obeying every 
law and giving money to charity.  The Father sees both as equally wicked.  

Whether you march in a Gay Pride parade or not is not the standard that 
separates holy people from sinners. 

 

Friends, all of us deserve God’s judgment.  We are all sinners.  But some of 
us have been converted.  What that means is that we’ve traded being the 

authority in our own lives for making Jesus the authority in our lives.  We’ve 
made Him our God.  And we’ve done this because He has opened our eyes 

to see how beautiful and loving and good a Master He is.   
 

And when this happens, He puts His Spirit inside us, and we begin to want to 
serve Him.  Our desires start changing.  We start wanting to live spotless, 

blameless lives at peace with God. 
… 

Now, are there terrible stories circulating about Conversion Therapy?  Yes.  
There are testimonies about people being forced into things like shock 

treatments in order to change their sexual preferences.  And they’ve come 
out the other side and said “I didn’t want this, it was terrible, it didn’t work.”   
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If that’s what you mean by Conversation Therapy then nobody here will stop 
you from opposing it.  But that’s not normative Conversion Therapy.  That’s 

some whacked out crazy person’s idea and there is nothing in the Bible that 
supports it. 

… 
So I’ve done Conversion Therapy with people.  It’s never included shock 

therapy and always been about reading scripture with believers and helping 
them fall in love with a Jesus who saves sinners in spite of ourselves.  

Conversion Therapy is about helping Christians live out the lives of holiness 
that they feel called to. 

 
And as such the only time Conversion Therapy could possibly work is when 

you’ve been converted.  So pressuring someone to take it is a ridiculous 
idea.  Trying to shock someone into acting like a Jesus follower before they 

actually start following Jesus is crazy – that’s not Christianity and that 

should be banned. 
 

But hear this, it would be terrible to make it illegal in Canada for someone 
who has met Jesus and asks for help to leave their life of sin behind to get 

the help they want.  This is what Christianity is about.  Jesus says sinners of 
every stripe can be transformed into spotless, blameless people at peace 

with God when they receive His grace.  And as such a ban on Conversion 
Therapy would be a ban on what the Bible says, and a ban on Christianity in 

Canada.  That’s what’s going on right now. 
… 

Friends, Peter says the way we treat the Bible is central to the assurance of 
our salvation.  We can’t distort it.  We can’t make it say what we want it to 

say.  Instead we must let God be God in our lives.  This is where real life 
begins.  Look how Peter finishes in verse 18. 

 

[Read 2 Peter 3:18] 
 

Peter says the antidote to deception and destruction is growth in our 
knowledge of Christ and His grace. 

 
So make your main focus Christ.  Make your passion learning more about 

Jesus and more about how you don’t deserve any of what He has done for 
you, and yet He has done it anyway.  Grow in your love for Him.  Fill your 

life with things like reading scripture and listening to worship music and 
surrounding yourself with Jesus-loving people that are going to encourage 

you to leave your old life behind because of Jesus’ radical sacrifice on your 
behalf.  Make every effort to live for Jesus’ glory.  This is what saved people 

do. 


