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FGBC: Pray Jude: Worship Him who is Able 
Jude 24-25 

January 20, 2019 
Dan Hoffman 

 
Go ahead and grab the Bible from the pew in front of you or open the one on your 
phone.  We are in the letter of Jude today for the conclusion of our 3-part series.  Jude 
is a little book right at the end of the Bible, just before Revelation if you are looking for it.  
 
And if you’ve been with us you know that Jude is a letter that brings together God’s 
grace and our responsibility.  It is about how God is the initiator in our faith – which 
means if you’ve got faith it’s not because you’re awesome, it’s because He decided to 
reach down and save you when you were totally undeserving and running the other 
way.  Isn’t that your story?  That’s grace.  Nobody who thinks they deserve it gets it.  
And everyone who does receive it receives it totally outside of their own merit or effort. 
… 
Now, the problem the church has had for the last 2000 years is that when we have 
emphasized grace some have embraced it as a licence to relax.  They think “Hey, Jesus 
has forgiven me, and He’s going to keep forgiving me.  He’s kind of a push over.  He’s a 
friendly old man who just wants people to hang out with Him, and so I can live however I 
want as long as I keep showing up and He’s just going to keep taking me back because 
He’s a little desperate.” 
 
Jude says “Umm, No!”  As comforting an idea as that might sound off the cuff, the 
reality is that this kind of god is one we have created in our own image.  He’s not the 
God of scripture.  And if you give yourself to worshipping this kind of god, Jude says you 
end up as a person who don’t have the Holy Spirit and isn’t actually saved. 
 
Now talk about wasting your life.  Nobody wants to spend their entire life in church and 
then go to hell – Amen?  But that’s what’s on the table.  And, if we take Jesus’ words to 
the Pharisees seriously – the Pharisees were incredibly religious people who were 
always in church and Jesus said “you’re on your way to hell” – then we can conclude 
there have been countless good church attending people who have followed their path.  
Don’t let this be you.  
… 
So what’s the answer?  In verse 21 Jude says, the answer is to be responsible with the 
grace you’re received.  We need to keep ourselves in God’s love.  And this is something 
we do by building ourselves up in the faith and praying in the Holy Spirit. 
… 
Now as I say this if you are thinking “boy, this sounds like more work than sitting down 
with a big bowl of ice cream and some Netflix,” then you are probably picking up what 
Jude is throwing down.  He wants the people in his church and ours to decide to give 
themselves to perseverance – and that’s work. 
… 
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So today we are looking at the last two verses in Jude’s letter.  It’s something called a 
“doxology.”  Now a doxology is a combination of two words.  Doxa means glory or 
splendor and ology is the study of something.   
 
So if I say “Biology” you say “The study of…”  If I say “cosmetology” you say “The study 
of…”  And if I say “Scientology” You say “Ahh, Tom Cruise and insanity.” 
 
So a doxology is an intentionally crafted expression of praise for God’s infinite, 
awesome, magnificence.  And this is how Jude ends his letter.  He doesn’t just burp out 
a formality – “sincerely, Jude.”  He studies God and crafts an exquisite ovation of 
commendation.  Look at verse 24 
 
[Read Jude 24-25] 
 
I love these verses.  This is one of the first passages of scripture I memorized.  It’s a 
beautiful passage of worship to Jesus for who He is and what He has done.  He keeps 
you from stumbling.  He presents you before God’s glorious presence without fault and 
with great joy.  He’s the only God.  And He’s our Saviour.   
 
And when you’ve seen this Jesus you can hate Him because you’d rather be the 
pathetically pitiful god of your own life, or you can fall at His feet in worship.  But one 
thing that proves you’ve never seen Him is if you are living a life of boring indifference.  
And Jude has seen Jesus. 
 
So Jude, who was Jesus’ little brother but didn’t believe in Him until Jesus defeated 
death.  But when this happened Jude decided Jesus is worthy!  He’s worthy of all the 
glory and majesty and power and authority.  He’s worthy of us orienting our lives around 
Him.  He’s worthy of our effort to build ourselves up in our faith and pray in the Holy 
Spirit even though that’s work.  He’s worthy!  He’s so worthy!!  Have you seen Jesus? 
… 
Now as Jude writes this he wants to do a couple things.  First, he wants to amaze you 
with the fact that you have been saved.  And second he wants to base this amazement 
on who God is.   
 
So we are going to do something a little different today, I’d like to call up the people who 
are going to be sharing a bit of their stories with us – you know who you are.   
 
[Testimonies] 
 
These are imperfect Jesus lovers who’ve agreed to share a bit of their story with us.  
Give them a hand. 
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1) How old were you when you came to faith?  And who or what was pivotal to 
this experience? 

 
2) In your early years of making your faith your own where did your inspiration 
come from?  What helped your grow? 

 
3) What is something you’ve struggled through over the last several years?  How 
has God sustained you in this?  And what have you done to build yourself up in 
your faith during this time? 

 
Thanks so very much for sharing with us.  Isn’t it encouraging to hear stories of God 
graciously calling people to Himself, and then hearing that these people have prized 
God’s grace for what it was worth and responded by strengthening the faith God has 
given them? 
… 
Alright, doxologies are like this.  They are carefully crafted statements that intentionally 
point us to who God is and what He has done, and then they urge us to respond 
accordingly. 
 
So what has God done for you? 
 
Well, if you know Jesus He’s saved you.  He looked down at the totality of humanity and 
decided that you would receive grace.  That’s amazing!  Why would He choose you?  
Well, remember He’s not looking for all-star players to bolster His team.  He’s looking 
for people that He can save who will prove He is awesome.  And this happened to you – 
you know yourself – if you’re saved it’s evidence that God is amazing! 
 
And this is what Jude is thinking as he ends his letter.  He’s thinking this about himself, 
and he wants to draw his church and ours into thinking it as well.   
… 
So I just want to highlight a couple things from Jude’s doxology that point to this.  The 
first thing you need to see is that God is able.  And this is where Jude started his letter. 
 
So back in verse 1 he said God called you and loved you and is keeping you for Jesus.  
These are all things God has done – we had no part in them.  And now Jude concludes 
saying God is able, God has the power.  He can do the impossible in your life.  He could 
even sustain you in the hopeless situation you’re in right now. 
… 
And given, your life is pretty messed up.  You know how weak you are.  You know what 
you are struggling with.  And I’m the same way.  At our house right now we have four 
kids who are taxing our sanity and testing our faith. 
 
I just want to confess to you that my children have proved that I am a poorer dad than I 
ever imagined I was going to be.  They’ve exposed my selfishness and proved I’m the 
biggest sinner in the house. 
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So when I walk in the door the first thing I’m greeted with is a kid leaping from the top 
stair of our entry – and if I miss catching him it’s my fault not his.  Then assuming I 
made the catch they want me to play Lego and tickle them until they cry.  And if they cry 
it’s my fault, and if they don’t I haven’t tickled enough and they cry. 
 
Now a good person would be excited about how much these little cherubs just want to 
be with me, but all I want is to eat a quiet dinner with civilized conversationalists, drink a 
nice glass or rich Bordeaux, and then watch some TV while the kids put themselves to 
bed.  That’s what I want!  Judge me, I’m telling you these kids prove I’m a sinner.  I 
need help. 
 
And into your life Jude says God is able.  And what this means is I don’t have to dig 
deep inside me to find the strength to get through – my well is pretty shallow.  But I can 
dig into the infinite inexhaustible strength of God.  That’s what’s at our disposal.  So 
could you use a little more of God’s power to speak peace into your chaos? 
… 
Next Jude says God is able to keep you from stumbling.  Now as I hear this I think “My 
goodness, my entire journey could be described as stumbling.  I take two steps forward 
and only one back if I’m lucky.”  So how is God keeping me from stumbling? 
… 
Well this word is a little tricky to translate – it only appears once in the Bible – but the 
NIV does a good job with it.  It says “Now to Him who is able to keep you from falling…” 
 
And so the promise is not that the life of following Jesus is void of trouble such that you 
never lose your footing, but that those God has called to Himself are exempt from falling 
over the edge.  If you’ve been saved you are going to make it to the end.  Jesus keeps 
everyone He saves.  And so He is going to present you to the Father without fault. 
 
And that’s in spite of the fact you’ve got no shortage of fault.  You’ve got thousands of 
entries of insufficiency on your account just like I do.  But in comparison to the infinite, 
inexhaustible blood of Jesus you’ve got nothing.  Jesus has the power to deal with your 
story.  That’s good news! 
… 
But get this, there is even more.  Jesus isn’t just dealing with you.  He’s not just 
enduring you.  He’s going to present you with great joy.  You’re one of the jewels in His 
crown.  Your life is evidence that He’s awesome!   
 
So be encouraged,  He is able.  He can even keep you from falling. 
… 
So what does that do in your heart?  Does it amaze you?  Are you incredulous?  A bit 
shocked that God would do this for you?  Are you full of desire to respond? 
 
Jude says there is a proper way to respond when you see what God has done for you.  
People who see this don’t take Jesus’ grace for granted.  They turn from their sin and 
give themselves to living a life of worship.  “To the only God our Saviour be glory, 
majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
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And of course it isn’t just Jude who says this, it’s all over scripture.  So Paul says: 

Those who belong to Christ Jesus have nailed the passions and desires 
of their sinful nature to his cross and crucified them there. (Galatians 

5:24) 
 
Saved people do something with their salvation.  They crucify the desires of their flesh.  
Now crucifixion hurts.  It that takes effort to do this to yourself.  But that’s what saved 
people do – hello!  The evidence that you’ve been saved, verse 20, is that you’re 
building yourself up in your faith.   
 
So what does this look like for you?  What are you doing to ensure you’ve received 
God’s grace? 
… 
I want to leave you with one final encouragement today.  And that is as difficult as it is to 
take action, the Bible confirms that the ability to do this comes from God.  Way back in 
Jeremiah God told Israel that a time was coming when He was going to put His Spirit 
inside His people and enable them to live faithfully.  He said: 

And I will make an everlasting covenant with them: I will never stop 

doing good for them. I will put a desire in their hearts to worship Me, 
and they will never leave Me. (Jeremiah 32:40) 

 
So if there is a desire in your heart to live for God – if you want this – you need to know 
today that this has come from God.  And this is part of an incredible promise.  Everyone 
God calls, He loves and He keeps.  Now there is hard work in this for us too.  We have 
to keep ourselves in His love.  But if you’ve got the desire to be there that’s evidence 
that He’s at work and He’s going to keep working in you. 
 
So brothers and sisters, make the decision to work out your faith.  Build yourself up in 
your faith.  Don’t let it deteriorate.  Don’t let it atrophy.  God is able to empower a saved 
person like you to give yourself to living a life of worship.  So prove this is you.  


