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I’m sure it’s the will of God.  It’s something I’ve really wanted to do for a long time, I’ve prayed about it, I 

feel good and now God has given me the green light to move forward.  I’m afraid if I don’t jump through 

this open door it’s going to close and I’m going to miss the opportunity for this blessing. 

These are the words of a good Christian friend of mine as he told me about an investment he wanted to 

make.  But I was really nervous as I listened to him speak; I was nervous as he claimed to know God’s 

will so clearly, I was nervous because I could see how excited he was, and I was nervous because to me 

his idea really didn’t seem wise.  You see, everything he said was true, but what he didn’t say, at least at 

first was that this investment was going to mean mortgaging his house, maximizing his personal debt 

and going against the better judgment of his wife.   

Sure he had the opportunity, but the mistake my friend was making is one that is very common in the 

Christian community, and that is to assume that desire and opportunity together equal divine sanction.  

Or in other words the chance to do something you want to do means that God has called you to do that 

very thing. 

This is the first sermon in a two part series that I want to do looking at the idea of knowing the will of 

God.  This week we are going to draw a couple general conclusions about what knowing the will of God 

does and doesn’t look like, and next time, which is going to be in a couple of weeks, we are going to 

examine three different aspects to the will of God and look at how we relate to each of these differently.   

So today we are going to look at an encounter that King David had in 1 Samuel 26.  I would invite you to 

turn there in your Bibles now.  The Bible tells us that David was a man after God’s own heart, and so 

when it comes to searching out the will of God he is a good person to start with. 

Read: 1 Samuel 26:1-12 

Context: 

Now, in and of itself this story is quite amazing.  It takes place in the midst of a chase scene between 

King Saul, the original king of Israel and David, the new anointed king who hasn’t yet taken the thrown.  

Chapter 26, starts off as a battle story. 

But then in the middle something totally unexpected happens.  David goes through all this hard work of 

sneaking into Saul’s camp, and then instead of running through the open door that his friend Abishai 

says God has placed before him, he turns back, leaves Saul unharmed and retreats only taking Saul’s 

spear and water jar. 

What – you may ask – is going on here!  First, how did all of Saul’s army manage to fall asleep at the 

same time?  Second, why is David so stupid to give up this incredible open door that God seems to have 
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placed before him?  And finally, what does any of this 3000 year-old-story have to do with us today?  If 

any of these questions are on your mind as you look at this text then you are asking the right questions.   

1.) So, first question: What is going on here?  How did all of Saul’s army manage to fall asleep at the 

same time?   

As the story picks up, Saul has been hunting David for some time, and after receiving a tip from the 

Ziphites as to where David was hiding he heads out to capture him.  David hears that he is coming and 

counters Saul’s attack with a covert operation.   

Now as simple as this action appears, it is already amazing.  In the face of a serious threat David is able 

to think and act calmly.  And the fact that David acts here instead of continuing to hide in the cave 

shows a remarkable reliance upon God.   When David heard that Saul and 3000 men were coming to get 

him he would have been tempted to be afraid.  I know that it would take a lot less than 3000 men 

coming after me to make me afraid – actually I guarantee you that I’d be pretty excited if I heard one 

person was after me.  Fear is a remarkable thing.  While it has no power of its own, it can cripple people.   

Last week we heard from Gera about the Zechariah house for at risk kids that she helps out at.  

Following Gera’s presentation Pastor Lyle and myself were invited to join her at the house for a 

presentation on kids in gangs put on by the police.   

One of the stories the officers told was about a young teenage couple from Prince George who owed a 

debt of $200 to one of the gangs.  That doesn’t seem like a lot of money, but gang leaders use debt to 

control their minions.  Anyway, this couple was kidnapped and beat up by a four gang members.   

While they were being beaten the gang members threatened that if they attempted to contact the 

police they would be killed and the police probably wouldn’t bother with them anyway.    

But, in the midst of their torture the girl managed to get to a phone and called 911.  The story ended 

with the four assailants being quickly apprehended and incarcerated and the two young people staying 

completely out of harm’s way.   

The officers mentioned that this was a particularly surprising story, not because the young couple 

managed to avoid harm after talking to the police, but because they managed to overcome their fear of 

talking to the police at all.  The officer said that the vast majority of youth who find themselves involved 

with gangs refuse to accept help even when it is offered by the police because they are afraid.   

And this doesn’t just happen to youth!  Passivity in the face of fear is a very common phenomenon.  And 

David could have been passive here, stayed in his cave and hoped that Saul would go away, but David 

knew that fear wasn’t from God and so he refused to be motivated by it. 

Now I should clarify this kind of fear is not the kind of fear you might have if you are in the forest and 

you saw an angry Grizzly bear running towards you.  You would be afraid in that situation and that fear 

would tell you to drop your sandwich and get back into your truck and drive away.  That is your fight or 

flight reflex and that kind of fear is from God.   
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But the kind of fear I am talking about here is when you have a decision to make and you are afraid of 

the possible consequences of the decision – the unknowns.   

For example you might be afraid to let your kid with her “N” drive the car by herself for the first time 

because you fear she will have an accident.  The fear here is in something completely unknown. 

When seeking to follow the will of God we can not to allow fear of the unknown to motivate us.  God 

never motivates us by fear, instead He motivates us with conviction and with our natural abilities.  God 

wants us to use our abilities, the resources He has given us to move forward, not to get stuck where we 

are.   

In today’s story David is a gifted military strategist.  He knows how to be cunning and so he uses the 

skills he has been given to infiltrate Saul’s ranks.  But understand this, he isn’t completely sure of what 

will happen when he heads down to Saul’s camp.  His training tells him he needs to go, and he doesn’t 

let his lack of knowledge about the future influence him.    

Are you in a situation right now where fear is a motivating factor?  Perhaps you have a sense of 

something God is calling you towards, but obedience seems to take you closer to danger (like David) 

rather than farther away from it?  1 Tim 1:7 tells us that “God has not given us a spirit of fear; but of 

power and love, and a sound mind.”  Fear in decision making never comes from God.   

But how can we be sure things are going to be ok?  What if David, God’s anointed king had headed down 

to Saul’s camp and someone had been awake?  That person would have sounded the alarm, David 

would have been captured and killed and the whole history of Israel would be different!  How was David 

willing to take this risk? 

The answer to this lies in the past faithfulness of God, something David has experienced over and over 

again.  Let’s just look quickly back at an encounter David had just before this one that built that trust he 

is now exercising.  If you have your Bibles turn back a few pages to chapter 23. 

Chapter 23 

Here David is again running from Saul, but while he is running he gets a distress call from Keilah, a small 

outlying settlement in Israel, that was being attacked by the Philistines (Israel’s sworn enemy).  So David 

prays and verse 2 tells us “[David] inquired of the Lord, saying ‘shall I go and attacked these Philistines?’ 

the Lord answered him ‘Go, attack the Philistines and save Keilah” 

But then, as often happens, fear pops up and attempts to get in the way.  Look at 23:3 

“But David’s men said to him, ‘Here in Judah we are afraid.  How much more, then, if we go to 

Keilah against the Philistine forces!’ 

The men know that helping their brothers and sisters in Keilah is the right thing to do, but they are 

afraid of what it might cost them – what David is proposing will lead them closer to danger not farther 
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from it.  But David isn’t influenced by the fears of his men, he wants to do the will of God and obviously 

saving his fellow Israelites from Philistine slaughter is the right thing to do. 

So he acts on his conviction and the word that he has received from God and heads out to war.  And, 

God blesses him with a sound victory.   But then, after saving the city and resting there a few days 

something nobody could have guessed happens.  Saul hears that David is walled up in Keilah and plans 

to trap him. 

At all of a sudden it looks like the fears of David’s men were well placed, look at verses 7 and 8. 

[Read 23:7-8] 

Ok, now compare David and Saul in this moment.  Notice that David starts by finding the will of God.  He 

prays, he gets a conviction in his heart and then acts in accordance.  Compare that to what Saul does.  A 

circumstance occurs (David entering a walled city), and Saul attributes the opportunity to God’s will and 

reacts.  Do you see the difference?  David finds the will of God and acts on it in obedience; Saul sees an 

opportunity and puts God’s tag of approval on it himself.  Big difference! 

And the account finishes with the words in verse 14b “…And Saul sought him every day, but God did not 

deliver him into his hand.” 

David has a history of putting his trust in God and God has come through for him time and time again.  

So back to today’s text.  How can David know that things are going to be ok?  Well, he doesn’t know 

anything for sure, he doesn’t know the future, but he does know that he is in God’s hands and God has 

taken care of him before – why would He fail him now? 

In my life I too have seen God’s faithfulness.  Over and over again God has provided for Nikki and my 

needs.  Over and over again we have been surprised by His generosity and care.   

Our first year married I was a third year student at Trinity Western University and Nikki was attending 

Quantlen College in Langley.  We had paid our tuition all up front with money I had made in the summer, 

but had nothing else.  We had lawn chairs for living room furniture and we ate spaghetti almost every 

night.  And that was ok except that I found out that wives need more than lawn chairs in their living 

room and so Nikki began to look around for a used futon.  As she started looking I was pretty 

apprehensive… ok, let’s call it what it was – I was afraid.  Because at that time we had a little more than 

$120 in our bank account to live on for that month.   

After calling several ads Nikki found one with potential listed for $200 or best offer about 20 minutes 

down the street from where we were living.  We jumped in our 1980 2-door Honda Civic that would not 

fit a futon no matter how much we tied to the roof and headed over to check it out.   

When we got there the futon was perfect and it was a young couple with two small boys, aged 5 and 3, 

who were selling it.  We told them we loved it but had to go home and talk it over because all we could 

afford was $50. 
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When we got home there was a call on our answering machine from Mrs. Busanni, the owner of the 

futon, telling us that they felt they were supposed to sell us this futon and we were supposed to come 

back and figure something out.   

We jumped back in our car and drove back over thinking they would offer it for $80 and we might be 

able to get it for $75 if we begged. When we got there Mr. and Mrs. Busanni and their boys were 

standing at the front door.   

Mrs. Busanni said, “Here is the thing, we are Christians and we have been teaching our boys to hear 

from Jesus.  So we told them go and pray and ask Jesus what He wants us to do.  And then she looked 

down at her littlest boy and said “Jake, tell them what Jesus said”. 

And Jake piped up with a big smile on his face and a whole lot of faith in his heart: “Jesus says give it to 

you for free!!”  And then those two little boys proceeded to lay hands on that futon and pray that 

anyone who slept or sat on that futon would experience Jesus’ peace and rest.  And then they loaded 

that futon up in their truck and brought it over to our house. 

Talk about blown away! Talk about blessed.  Talk about taken care of by Jesus.  God has been good to us.  

And as encounters like this have happened over and over again in our lives we have begun to realize 

that we can trust God with the things He puts in front of us. 

 And so once again we find ourselves on the doorstep of something new, something unknown as we put 

our names forward for the ministry here at FGBC.  Do I know that things will work out?  No.  I have no 

idea what might happen, but I know this, God has taken care of me in the past, why would He stop now?  

And it was the same with David, God had been faithful to him over and over again, so in chapter 26 

when Saul’s army comes out to catch him David is able to act with courage knowing that God will take 

care of him. 

And look at how God does it 26:5-7 

[Read 26:5-7] 

So he takes off with the brave Abishae who is a renowned warrior and they head down into Saul’s camp.  

And when they get there everyone is sleeping!  Saul is sleeping, clueless to the world, blind to what is 

happening around him. 

But there is something more going on here then just good military strategy by David.   

Look down at verse 12. 

(26:12)”So David took the spear and water jug near Saul’s head, and they left.  No one saw or knew it, 

nor did any awake, for they were all asleep, because a sound sleep from the Lord had fallen on them.” 

This is the real reason why all of Saul’s army is sleeping.  It’s because God is in control.  God is being 

faithful to David who is being obedient to Him. 
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See Saul isn’t having a slumber party here, this is a military engagement and so it is really shocking hat 

all of his soldiers, all Saul’s army, are sleeping soundly – this is bad!  The century’s head is going to role 

in the morning!  But notice that it’s not that surprising to David.  Actually he doesn’t even make a 

comment about it because he is so used to seeing God do crazy things like this.  Like the previous 

account back in chapter 23 David is not new to the idea that God blesses those who trust in Him and 

obey His leading.  David knows this is Yahweh’s game and he is in control and it works out good when 

we play by His rules. 

So then, Question 1: How is it that all of Saul’s army is sleeping when David gets there?  They are all 

sleeping because YHWH is in control and He is looking out for those who follow His will.   

2.) Question 2:  Why doesn’t David seize the opportunity that God has put in front of him and kill Saul 

while he has the chance?  Doesn’t David see the open door that God has made for him?  Doesn’t the 

open door mean that God has ordained that David can proceed in this way?   

Interestingly the Hebrew word for “sound sleep” in verse 12 is the same word used in Genesis 2:21 

when God put Adam to sleep in the garden and took a rib out to make Eve.  Saul’s whole army is under 

divine anesthetic.  David could have hacked them all to pieces one by one and they have never woken 

up.  But David knows that just because he can do something doesn’t mean he should. 

David is following his conviction about the will of God. 

Jump back with me to verse 7. 

“So David and Abishai came to the people by night…” 

   One thing I should tell you about Abishai is that he is one of David’s 30 best warriors.  He kills giants, 

leads the army and murders people if they tick him off.1  He is a shoot first asks questions later kind of 

guy.  A good guy to have by your side in a sword fight, but not the guy you go to for spiritual advice.   

But look at the words that come out of his mouth in verse 8. 

Read vs 8 

David knows Abishai can do it, but notice this: 

Here Abishai presumes to know the will of God.  Remember Saul in chapter 23 claiming that God was 

behind David being trapped in the city of Keilah?  Same thing here.  Anyone could have looked around 

and seen that Saul’s army was sleeping, but it is Abishai, not David, who claims to know why.  For 

Abishai like Saul opportunity = sanction.  Opportunity = the will of God. 

If you have an NASB translation you will notice the word “Therefore” just after the “now” in the middle 

of verse 8.  The army of Saul is sleeping therefore God wants us to strike Saul down. 

                                                           
1
 2 Samuel 21:17; 1 Chronicals 18:12 
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Before you are too hard on Abishai know that we use the same theology he did a lot.  Any of us who 

have heard ourselves say “God opened the door for me so I knew it was His will” have used Abishai’s 

and Saul’s theology. 

As we can see this theology has a long history, but while it sounds good, and many times it works out, in 

fact opportunity often has very little to do with the will of God for our lives.  Instead we are called to act 

on conviction regardless of what possibilities present themselves. 

Watch how David responds to Abishai in verse 9. 

(26:9-10) “Do not destroy him, for who can stretch out his hand against the Lord’s anointed and be 

without guilt?  David also said, ‘As the Lord lives, surely the Lord will strike him, or his day will come that 

he dies, or he will go down into battle and perish.   

David doesn’t know how it’s going to happen, but he knows that the murder of God’s anointed servant 

is not God’s will regardless of whether it will benefit him or not.  If God wants Saul dead then God can 

kill him! 

So why doesn’t David run through the open door here?  Well primarily because he doesn’t view this 

circumstance as a sanction to murder Saul.  Whatever it might be David knows it can’t be that because 

that would go against everything David knows about God.   

It might be possible for you to cheat on your taxes and use that money to bless starving kids in Rwanda, 

but I can assure you, that isn’t God’s will for your life.  It might be possible to present yourself in a 

slightly false way in order to get a great job, but I can assure you that isn’t God’s will for your life.  Sin is 

never God’s will for our lives. 

While Saul and Abishai claim to know the will of God in the circumstances they find themselves in, David 

actually knows God’s will.  He knows that God wills for him to be obedient regardless of whether it is 

painful or not.  He knows that the will of God does not change depending on what suits him best in the 

moment.  And because David knows God’s will is his obedience he is able to discern when circomstances 

do and do not line up with this will. And David, the man after God’s own heart, will not presume to 

speak God’s blessing over actions he may want to do to better himself.  Opportunity means nothing for 

David. 

So first, why is Saul’s whole army sleeping?  Because YHWH is in control – David knows this and 

puts his trust here. 

And second, why doesn’t David grab this open door opportunity?  Because he doesn’t believe in 

a theology of open doors.  David’s theology involves finding the will of God and obeying it 

regardless of whether there are opportunities to do anything else. 

3.) And finally, what does this 3000 year old text have to do with us today?  
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Well first and foremost this is a story about the will of God.  A pretty important idea for all of us today.  

And I think we can sum it up by saying 2 quick things. 

1.) First, like David we need to trust that YHWH is in control and His way is the best way for us and 

we need to be obedient.  God doesn’t care what we can accomplish for Him, how many people 

we can win for Him, God doesn’t care about any of that if we won’t be obedient.  But the 

question of obedience is really a question of trust that YHWH is in control and has our best 

interests at heart.   

 

When we consider cheating on our taxes or presenting ourselves falsely or whatever we might 

do, we do these things because we think our actions will benefit us.  If we thought our actions 

would hurt us we wouldn’t do them, right?  But if we trusted that YHWH was in control and that 

His will of obedience for us was actually a plan that He implemented to benefit us we would be 

more likely to be obedient.   

 

The life of David portrayed in today’s text is a radical call for us to put our faith in a God who 

cares for us and has our best interests at heart.  God created this world and He knows how it 

works best.  He promises us that when we obey Him our lives will function better than the best 

plans we might have for ourselves.  God calls us like the old song says to “trust and obey for 

there is no other way to be happy in Jesus than to trust and obey”. 

  

2.) Second we need to get away from the theology of the open door for making our decisions.  Just 

because we can do something doesn’t mean we should – opportunity is not the same thing as 

the will of God.  In place of this we need to get to know God through prayer and reading the 

Bible.  David was able to discern when circumstances were outside the will of God because he 

knew who God was.  He was a man who spent his life knowing God.  When we know God we will 

know the will of God for our lives.  

 

In place of the open door this text calls us to a theology of conviction.  To being obedient to 

what God calls us to do and choosing to obey regardless of what opportunities are before us.  It 

is this kind of life that pleases God.  

 

James, the brother of Jesus summed up this whole idea when he said “Anyone, then who knows 

the good he ought to do and doesn’t do it, sins.”  This is the will of God for our lives to 

determine the good and to do it at all costs. 

 

Lets Pray: 

 

Creator God we worship you because you have the whole world in the palm of your hand.  

Nothing happens outside of your awareness and you are in control.  We ask today that you 

would give us hearts like David’s that we might be quick to change our plans to submit to your 

leading.  And give us the bravery to be willing to submit our lives to your will for us even when 
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that will doesn’t appear to be the best thing for us at this moment.  We want to glorify you with 

our lives.  By your mercy Jesus hear our prayers.  Amen 


