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As you are all well aware Advent is over and we have just come through 
Christmas.  And this means we are now in the transition period between 2015 
and 2016 and so still a bit in the holiday mode.  Some of you are visiting here 
from other places and some of us are visiting other places.  And so I have 
decided to extend our Unusual Suspects series for two more weeks and look at 
the younger years of Jesus. 
 
Now this is a period of time we know almost nothing about.  There are only three 
stories in Scripture after Jesus’ birth and before His ministry begins.  And that’s 
because for this period of time Jesus lived as a regular person.  While He was 
sinless, He was largely unknown and seemingly unimportant.  He was just the 
son of a carpenter from a small town in Northern Israel.   
 
Now as far as where these stories are found, Matthew has one of them – he tells 
us about the arrival of the wise men and the flight to Egypt1 - a story often 
mistakenly connected with the birth narrative though Jesus is two when it occurs.  
And Luke has two of them – one where Jesus is 40 days old, yet no one 
connects it with Christmas, and one where He is 12.  Both Mark and John don’t 
give us anything from Jesus’ childhood.  So this is what we get to work with. 
 
And since we have been in Luke for the last four weeks we will stay there for two 
more.  So please open your Bibles to Luke chapter 2 and we will pick the story 
up in verse 22.  As you turn there would you pray with me? 
 
[Pray] 
 
In 2007 a movie came out with Jack Nicholson and Morgan Freeman called The 
Bucket List.  Nicholson plays a wealthy corporate executive and Freeman plays a 
mechanic.  And both end up diagnosed with a terminal illness and sharing a 
hospital room.  Nicholson is grumpy and angry while Freeman is hopeful and 
positive.  And through some comical circumstances they decide to embark on a 
journey to fulfill their “Bucket Lists”: The things they want to do before they kick 
the bucket. 
 
Now I’m not sure if you have a bucket list or not.  I don’t specifically have a list of 
things I want to accomplish before I die, but we all have hopes and dreams and 
things we would like to do with our lives.  So some people want to travel Europe.  
Some people want to find love and get married.  Some people want to own a nice 
car.  Some people want to meet someone famous. 
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And in our text today we encounter two people who are living fueled by a specific 
goal that they long to realize before they die.  But before we get there look with 
me at verse 22 as the story sets itself up: 
 
[Read Luke 2:22-24] 
 
Now over the last few weeks we have touched on a couple points of Jewish 
tradition that surrounded birth.  So we know that at 8 days the child is named and 
if it is a baby boy he was circumcised.   
 
But now there is a reference to two more traditions associated with birth: the 
purification of the mother, and the consecration of the firstborn son.  And these 
two traditions both happened at the temple and were often combined into one 
ceremony.  And that is what we are reading of here.  So first the purification of 
Mary:  
… 
In Old Testament days the belief was that generally everyone existed in a state 
of “cleanness”, but people were continually contracting ritual “uncleanness” by 
coming into contact with things that were unclean.  Now sin would certainly make 
you unclean, but there were many things that made a person unclean that had 
nothing to do with sin. 
 
So for example you would become unclean if you contracted a skin disease – not 
sin, but it would make you unclean.  And you would become unclean in you came 
in contact with a discharge of bodily fluids – so if your kid bled on your you were 
unclean.  Or if you touched someone dead you would become unclean.  So if 
your mother died and you prepared her body you would be unclean.2  And if you 
had a baby you would become unclean.3 
 
Now the thought behind this had nothing to do with sanitation: people didn’t know 
germs existed and could make you sick if you didn’t wash.  Instead the purpose 
of this was to remind people that God was different from us.  He is holy and pure 
while we are impure and un-holy.  And so people had to keep cleaning 
themselves and setting themselves apart in order to be able to approach their 
Holy God.  That’s the point. 
 
And so there were certain purification rites that had to be observed before an 
unclean person could re-enter religious life in Israel.  So they set themselves 
apart for a time; this could be 1 day or 80 depending on the intensity of the 
impurity.  And then they would wash and offer an atoning sacrifice and visit the 
priest in order to complete the ritual.   
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And so after having Jesus Mary was considered “unclean” for 40 days.  And so 
during this time she would have hidden away and not touched anyone other than 
her baby.  And she certainly would have never gone to the temple.  But now that 
time was over and so she and Joseph have traveled up from Bethlehem to 
Jerusalem to the temple to meet the priest and offer the purification sacrifice. 
 
And verse 24 tells us they had to offer “a pair of doves or two young pigeons.”  
This is what people did if they couldn’t afford a lamb.4  Mary and Joseph are 
poor.  And so Jesus grew up without a silver spoon, like the majority. 
…  
For some of us we have seen too many romanticized nativity scenes and we 
picture the stable as clean and warm and glowing with heavenly light.  But the 
reality is just the opposite.  The point is God descended  to live among the 
unusually common.  And He grew up this way so He could save everyday 
people.  And as a result Hebrews 4 is able to say: 

For we do not have a High Priest who is unable to empathize with our 
weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just 
as we are – yet He did not sin. (Hebrews 4:15) 

 
So wherever you are today Jesus understands you.  He knows what you are 
going through and He is able to empathize with your weakness.  Do you see the 
comfort in these words?   
… 
If you have heard Mansour Bajestani’s testimony you know that he grew up in 
Iran as a Muslim.  And he tells of times when he struggled to maintain his 
devotion to Allah.  And he would say “Allah, you don’t know what I’m going 
through, you don’t know how hard it is to be a man among all this sin.  I can’t do 
it.”  And then when he came to Christ he realized that this line didn’t work 
anymore.  Now he had a Savior who had walked in his shoes, yet without sin.  
 
And Hebrews says from His position of understanding Jesus intercedes for us.  
That means that right now, whatever you are going through, Jesus is praying for 
you – do you think Jesus gets results when He prays?...  He is praying that you 
will be able to stand and reflect His glory to your boss or co-worker or family or 
spouse or children no matter what pressure you are facing.  Friends, Jesus 
knows, Jesus has been there, and Jesus is praying for you. 
… 
So Mary offered her purification sacrifice so that she would be considered clean 
again.  The second thing Mary and Joseph were doing at the temple was 
“consecrating or redeeming Jesus.”  Now this is a bit of an ironic situation.  Here 
the Redeemer is being redeemed.  So what is this about? 
… 
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The tradition of consecration reaches back to the exodus from Egypt.  You will 
remember that the plagues were a showdown between two Gods.  YHWH was 
vying with Pharaoh the incarnate god of Egypt, for the ownership of Israel. 
 
So YHWH shut down the Nile, the divinized source of Egypt turning it to blood.  
He sets myriads of frogs loose turning the Egyptian goddess of fertility, who had 
the head of a frog, against her own people.  God turns the sun dark proving that 
Ra the sun god was powerless.  And ultimately God kills the son of Pharaoh 
proving He is about to take life from the supposed giver of Egypt’s life.5 
 
But what we sometimes miss is that when Israel was released from Egypt she 
wasn’t “free” in the sense she could do whatever she wanted.  God had 
redeemed her – He had won or bought her back from Egypt so now Israel 
belonged to Him.  And this is the same for us.  Paul writes: 

Thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you 
have come to obey from your heart the pattern of teaching that 

has now claimed your allegiance. You have been set free from 
sin and have become slaves to righteousness. (Romans 6:17-18) 
 

So the idea is that as people we always have a master, we either serve our sinful 
desires, or we serve Christ.  So who does your life prove you are serving? 
… 
And God demanded that His ownership of Israel be remembered by setting aside 
every firstborn male to serve Him in His temple. 
 
If you’ve seen the Hunger Games it is a similar but less grotesque idea.  The 
tribute of one child represents the ownership of the whole. 
 
But God then set apart one tribe out of Israel to take this responsibility, so all 
Levite men served in the temple.  And every oldest male who wasn’t a Levite was 
“redeemed” from this responsibility by an offering.  And since Mary and Joseph 
were from the tribe of Judah they had to offer this redemption or consecration fee 
for Jesus.6  They redeemed Jesus in accordance with the Law of the Lord. 
 
Now you might just skip over this not thinking anything of it, but there is great 
significance here.  This means Jesus was born under the law and the sentenced 
to its judgment.  In Galatians Paul says: 

So also… we were in slavery under the elemental spiritual 
forces of the world. But when the set time had fully come, God 

sent His Son, born of a woman, born under the law to redeem 
those under the law… (Galatians 4:3-5) 
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This is why Jesus was able, by living a perfect life, to fulfill what God required on 
our behalf.  He had no personal guilt so was free to take our sin upon Himself 
and become our ransom!  This is why He said: 

The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to 

give His life as a ransom for many. (Matthew 20:28) 
 
So have you been ransomed?  Have you been redeemed?  Have you received 
the gift of having your debt to God paid?  The evidence will be that you are living 
free – not free to do what you want, but to serve Him and enjoy the life He 
created you to live.  So are you free?  Or are you still enslaved to sin? 
 
Friends, God has sent His Redeemer, let Him take what you owe and make you 
right before His Father. 
… 
So Mary redeemed the Redeemer, not in the sense that the Redeemer redeems 
those who trust in Him, but in the Old Testament sense as Jesus was her 
firstborn son under the Law. 
… 
So that’s the context that has Jesus in the temple 40 days after He was born.  
And it is there that we meet two unusually common bucket list seekers – a man 
and a woman, living for a purpose.  So look with me at verse 25. 
 
[Read Luke 2:25-27] 
 
Now in Israel there were many people waiting for God’s Messiah to arrive.  And 
we know from tradition that most of them were military minded, hoping God 
would overthrow the Romans.  They expected the Messiah to be a king like 
David and come and rid them of their physical enemies. 
 
But there was a smaller group of people who were also waiting for God’s 
Messiah, but were preparing themselves, not focusing on the defeat of their 
enemies.  They were preparing their hearts and living lives of godliness.  And 
Simeon is one of these men. 
 
Now all we know about Simeon is found in this text but there is a fair bit of story 
we have made up.  So some think Simeon was a priest, but the Bible doesn’t say 
that. And some say Simeon was an old man, but you will notice the text doesn’t 
say that either.  All we know is that Simeon was living his life with his death in 
mind.  He had a bucket list and he was working towards seeing it fulfilled.  Verse 
26 says: “It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die 
before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah.” 
 
And Simeon has been living his life based on this revelation.  It fuels everything 
he does.  He lives with God on the mind all the time.  He is a man of 
righteousness and devotion.   
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Now this doesn’t mean he is perfect or saintly or anything special.  In fact Luke 
emphasizes that he is unusually common.  He is not a priest.  He is simply a man 
living with his eyes fixed on eternity and God’s promise.  He has disciplined 
himself to wait with expectation for what God will do.   
 
Now Simeon had no idea what he was looking for, he certainly didn’t know God’s 
Messiah would be a peasant’s baby.  All he knew was that he wouldn’t miss it if 
he lived ready. 
… 
And then one day he feels the Spirit’s leading.  The text says “he was moved by 
the Spirit”.  Now this doesn’t mean he got teleported to the temple like happened 
to Philip.7 It means that he was sensitive to the Spirit’s leading because of how 
he had prepared himself and so is able to respond when he feels God’s nudge.  
And God still speaks, and those who are able hear.   
… 
Many of you know Dave and Janine Horton – they were part of our church for a 
time.  The other day Janine posted a God encounter on Facebook that I want to 
share with you.  On December 8th she posted: 

Today I am so thankful for all three of my boys! Not only are we celebrating 
birthdays, but also Gods goodness and grace. Yesterday, I [was working in the 
kitchen with Shayla and felt the need to go check on Tony.  So I went into his room, 
and it was there I] had my first real "Mommy Scare" I found Tony in his room already 
turning blue. He was choking on a piece of Lego. One of those moments when time 
stands still and after a split second of panic you do what needs to be done. 
Thankfully we managed to dislodge the Lego quickly. I was still panicked when there 
was a ton of blood and was frantically searching his mouth. What I found was a hole 
where a tooth used to be!! Pretty sure he bit the Lego so hard his tooth came out! 
After the panic was over and tears were dried Shayla asked me , "Mommy, how did 
you know to go in there?" .... I had no reason to go in there at that moment, so I had 
to tell her that God told me to. And I am so grateful that He did!!!  

 
And so all of a sudden Simeon feels it – “go to the temple Simeon”, and then “this 
is the one Simeon.  This is who you have been waiting for.”  And Simeon’s heart 
leaps in faith.  Not because Jesus looks different from any of the other kids being 
redeemed that day, but because God speaks. 
 
And so he goes over to these strangers and asks to hold their baby.  And Mary 
lets him!  And he breaks into song.   
… 
Now two weeks ago we talked about how song is the response of God’s people 
when they see His salvation break into their world.  And this is what Simeon 
sees.  Look at verse 28: 
 
[Read Luke 2:28-32] 
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This is a bucket list song.  This is the fulfillment of a dream song.  God my eyes 
have seen You break into my world.  You’ve been faithful to Your promise.  This 
is everything I have lived for. 
 
Simeon has seen God’s salvation – and it’s not a concept, it’s a boy!  And now 
there is nothing more he needs from life.   
 
Now death is not a subject we in North America enjoy talking about.  We value 
youth and vitality and death is pushed into the closet and neglected.  But the 
picture here is clear.  If you are one who lives to see Jesus, if you know Him and 
He has given you eyes to see, then you are ready for death.  In fact death is 
welcome. 
 
The first book in the Bible ends with a prophetic parallel to this story.  Joseph is a 
picture of the Savior in that story.  He is a righteous man who saves his family 
from destruction and brings them out of a dry and weary land and into a new 
home flowing with provision and abundance. 
 
And the story ends with Jacob, Joseph’s father saying: 
 Now I am ready to die, since I have seen [my son] for myself. (Genesis 46:30) 

 
This is what the Gospel does to a person when they actually receive it.  And so 
Simeon asks us, have you seen the Son?  Are you living with your eyes fixed on 
seeing God move in your life and in the lives of those around you?  If you are 
then you have nothing to fear in death.  In fact as Paul says “death is gain.”8 
… 
Simeon isn’t quite done, next he turns his attention back to Mary and Joseph.  
Look at verse 33. 
 
[Read Luke 2:33-35] 
 
These are not the words most parents would choose to have spoken at their 
child’s dedication.  Simeon says Jesus is going to divide people, He is going to 
be a polarizing person, “and Mary, you will have your soul pierced in the 
process.”  But this is exactly what happened.  And this is exactly what Jesus 
does today.  Some people love Him and accept His right to rule their life, and 
others hate Him and reject Him as God and king.  And with Jesus there is no 
their option.  You simply can’t know Jesus and say “I respect Him as a great 
teacher, I just don’t think He was God” because this Great Teacher said:  

I am the way and the truth and the life, no one comes to the Father except 
through Me. (John 14:6) 

 
He was the man who thought His connection to the Father was unlike anyone 
else’s such that He not only points to salvation but He is salvation.   
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And so C.S. Lewis is famous for saying: any person who was just a man and said 
the sort of things Jesus said would not be a respect worthy teacher; he’d be a 
crazy man or a deceiver.  The one thing he couldn’t have been is a great teacher.  
He didn’t leave that option open for us. 
 
And so Simeon saw and believed, and he rejoiced that he had now received 
everything life has to offer.  So friends, what have you done with Jesus?  Is He 
your Savior; is He all you want from life, and your comfort in death?  Or have you 
rejected His right to rule? 
 … 
Now Simeon wasn’t the only one waiting for the Savior that day, there was 
another.  Look at verse 36: 
 
[Read Luke 2:36-38] 
 
Like Simeon the only thing we know about this woman is found in this text.  So all 
we know is that she is a prophetess, which means someone who is gifted at 
speaking God’s will into other people’s life, and she is old.  Now the Greek isn’t 
specifically clear whether she is 84 years old or has been a widow for 84 years 
making her roughly 105.  While this second age is pushing the realm of 
possibility the text does say she was “very old,” or more accurately “exceedingly 
old” – and I’m sure some here would object to that description if she was only 84.  
Can I hear an “amen”? 
 
Aside from this Anna fits well into the category of unusually common.  She is a 
woman and a widow, so not highly regarded in the first century.  And the text 
says she was from the tribe of Asher, so she would have been seen as an 
outsider by most. 
 
But our story has been full of unusually common people and so Anna finds a 
comfortable place in this story along side Zechariah and Elizabeth and John and 
Mary and Joseph and Simeon.  She is nothing but normal… and faithful.  She is 
a bucket list woman.  She is living with a purpose.  The text says she was always 
at the temple praying and fasting and looking forward to the redemption of Israel.  
She is a woman who has eyes to see the Savior. And so while the world found 
her common, God blesses her with a role in His story. 
 
In the Gospel of Luke Anna is the first of 12 women named in Jesus’ ministry, 
and the first evangelist.  So Verse 38 says “she gave thanks to God and spoke 
about the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem.”  
She told people about Jesus!  She got to be part of what God was doing. 
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And this is the greatest hope for all of us.  There is no greater blessing available 
to children than to participate in what their Father is up to.  And the fact is God is 
moving right now in this area.  He is expanding His Kingdom and increasing His 
glory in Prince George, and He is looking for people to bless with being part of 
His revolution.    This is where real life – bucket list worthy life – resides. 
 
But friends, the vast majority of the believers in the Temple that day 2000 years 
ago had no idea God was doing anything special.  He had been silent 400 years 
and they had grown rusty at discerning His movement.  But God was moving and 
Simeon and Anan saw and participated.  And friends God is moving again, and 
He is extending the opportunity to really live to each of us.  The only question is 
are you going to play the part He has set out for you?  Are we going to act like 
Anna or Simeon and discipline ourselves to recognize His movement?  Or are we 
going to sit on the sidelines allowing our vision to fade until we become 
completely unaware of His involvement in our world at all? 
 … 
Brothers and sisters, God’s Redeemer has come, and no one is too uncommon 
or unimportant to be part of His story.  But He chooses those who are living to 
see Him move. 
  
So do you have a bucket list?  Simeon lived to see the Savior.  Anna looked 
forward to the redemption of Israel; Paul’s goal was to know Christ more.9  And 
all men and women of faith live with their eye set on these kinds of goals.  So 
does your life have a driving purpose?  Are there things you want to accomplish, 
or better yet, are there things you feel God wants you to accomplish before you 
kick the bucket?  This isn’t a morbid question, it is a hopeful question because if 
we are ready to die then we can be ready to truly live.   
 
So friends, live today with eternity in mind.  Discipline yourself and live 
empowered by seeing God’s salvation, because there is no question that God is 
on the move, the only question is do you see? 
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